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subsequent taxable years so long as the 
condition remains irreversible. The 
taxpayer shall retain a copy of the cer-
tified opinion in his records, and a 
statement referring to such opinion 
shall be attached to future returns 
claiming the section 151(d) exemption. 

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11402, Nov. 26, 1960, as 
amended by T.D. 7114, 36 FR 9018, May 18, 
1971; T.D. 7230, 37 FR 28288, Dec. 22, 1972]

§ 1.151–2 Additional exemptions for de-
pendents. 

(a) Section 151(e) allows to a tax-
payer an exemption for each dependent 
(as defined in section 152) whose gross 
income (as defined in section 61) for the 
calendar year in which the taxable 
year of the taxpayer begins is less than 
the amount provided in section 
151(e)(1)(A) applicable to the taxable 
year of the taxpayer, or who is a child 
of the taxpayer and who— 

(1) The taxable year of the taxpayer 
begins, or 

(2) Is a student, as defined in para-
graph (b) of § 1.151–3. 
No exemption shall be allowed under 
section 151(e) for any dependent who 
has made a joint return with his spouse 
under section 6013 for the taxable year 
beginning in the calendar year in 
which the taxable year of the taxpayer 
begins. The amount provided in section 
151(e)(1)(A) is $750 in the case of a tax-
able year beginning after December 31, 
1972; $700 in the case of a taxable year 
beginning after December 31, 1971, and 
before January 1, 1973; $650 in the case 
of a taxable year beginning after De-
cember 31, 1970, and before January 1, 
1972; $625 in the case of a taxable year 
beginning after December 31, 1969, and 
before January 1, 1971; and $600 in the 
case of a taxable year beginning before 
January 1, 1970. For special rules in the 
case of a taxpayer whose taxable year 
is a fiscal year ending after December 
31, 1969, and beginning before January 
1, 1973, see section 21(d) and the regula-
tions thereunder. 

(b) The only exemption allowed for a 
dependent of the taxpayer is that pro-
vided by section 151(e). The exemptions 
provided by section 151(c) (old-age ex-
emptions) and section 151(d) (exemp-
tions for the blind) are allowed only for 
the taxpayer or his spouse. For exam-
ple, where a taxpayer provides the en-

tire support for his father who meets 
all the requirements of a dependent, he 
is entitled to only one exemption for 
his father (section 151(e)), even though 
his father is over the age of 65. 

[T.D. 7114, 36 FR 9019, May 18, 1971]

§ 1.151–3 Definitions. 
(a) Child. For purposes of sections 

151(e), 152, and the regulations there-
under, the term ‘‘child’’ means a son, 
stepson, daughter, stepdaughter, adopt-
ed son, adopted daughter, or for tax-
able years beginning after December 31, 
1958, a child who is a member of an in-
dividual’s household if the child was 
placed with the individual by an au-
thorized placement agency for legal 
adoption pursuant to a formal applica-
tion filed by the individual with the 
agency (see paragraph (c)(2) of § 1.152–
2), or, for taxable years beginning after 
December 31, 1969, a foster child (if 
such foster child satisfies the require-
ments set forth in paragraph (b) of 
§ 1.152–1 with respect to the taxpayer) 
of the taxpayer. 

(b) Student. For purposes of section 
151(e) and section 152(d), and the regu-
lations thereunder, the term ‘‘student’’ 
means an individual who during each of 
5 calendar months during the calendar 
year in which the taxable year of the 
taxpayer begins is a full-time student 
at an educational institution or is pur-
suing a full-time course of institu-
tional on-farm training under the su-
pervision of an accredited agent of an 
educational institution or of a State or 
political subdivision of a State. An ex-
ample of ‘‘institutional on-farm train-
ing’’ is that authorized by 38 U.S.C. 
1652 (formerly section 252 of the Vet-
erans’ Readjustment Assistance Act of 
1952), as described in section 252 of such 
act. A full-time student is one who is 
enrolled for some part of 5 calendar 
months for the number of hours or 
courses which is considered to be full-
time attendance. The 5 calendar 
months need not be consecutive. 
School attendance exclusively at night 
does not constitute full-time attend-
ance. However, full-time attendance at 
an educational institution may include 
some attendance at night in connec-
tion with a full-time course of study. 

(c) Educational institution. For pur-
poses of sections 151(e) and 152, and the 
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regulations thereunder, the term 
‘‘educational institution’’ means a 
school maintaining a regular faculty 
and established curriculum, and having 
an organized body of students in at-
tendance. It includes primary and sec-
ondary schools, colleges, universities, 
normal schools, technical schools, me-
chanical schools, and similar institu-
tions, but does not include nonedu-
cational institutions, on-the-job train-
ing, correspondence schools, night 
schools, and so forth. 

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11402, Nov. 26, 1960, as 
amended by T.D. 7051, 35 FR 11020, July 9, 
1970]

§ 1.151–4 Amount of deduction for each 
exemption under section 151. 

The amount allowed as a deduction 
for each exemption under section 151 is 
(a) $750 in the case of a taxable year be-
ginning after December 31, 1972; (b) $700 
in the case of a taxable year beginning 
after December 31, 1971, and before Jan-
uary 1, 1973; (c) $650 in the case of a 
taxable year beginning after December 
31, 1970, and before January 1, 1972; (d) 
$625 in the case of a taxable year begin-
ning after December 31, 1969, and before 
January 1, 1971; and (e) $600 in the case 
of a taxable year beginning before Jan-
uary 1, 1970. For special rules in the 
case of a fiscal year ending after De-
cember 31, 1969, and beginning before 
January 1, 1973, see section 21(d) and 
the regulations thereunder. 

[T.D. 7114, 36 FR 9019, May 18, 1971]

§ 1.152–1 General definition of a de-
pendent. 

(a)(1) For purposes of the income 
taxes imposed on individuals by chap-
ter 1 of the Code, the term ‘‘dependent’’ 
means any individual described in 
paragraphs (1) through (10) of section 
152(a) over half of whose support, for 
the calendar year in which the taxable 
year of the taxpayer begins, was re-
ceived from the taxpayer. 

(2)(i) For purposes of determining 
whether or not an individual received, 
for a given calendar year, over half of 
his support from the taxpayer, there 
shall be taken into account the amount 
of support received from the taxpayer 
as compared to the entire amount of 
support which the individual received 
from all sources, including support 

which the individual himself supplied. 
The term ‘‘support’’ includes food, 
shelter, clothing, medical and dental 
care, education, and the like. Gen-
erally, the amount of an item of sup-
port will be the amount of expense in-
curred by the one furnishing such item. 
If the item of support furnished an in-
dividual is in the form of property or 
lodging, it will be necessary to measure 
the amount of such item of support in 
terms of its fair market value. 

(ii) In computing the amount which 
is contributed for the support of an in-
dividual, there must be included any 
amount which is contributed by such 
individual for his own support, includ-
ing income which is ordinarily exclud-
able from gross income, such as bene-
fits received under the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. ch. 7). For example, a fa-
ther receives $800 social security bene-
fits, $400 interest, and $1,000 from his 
son during 1955, all of which sums rep-
resent his sole support during that 
year. The fact that the social security 
benefits of $800 are not includible in 
the father’s gross income does not pre-
vent such amount from entering into 
the computation of the total amount 
contributed for the father’s support. 
Consequently, since the son’s contribu-
tion of $1,000 was less than one-half of 
the father’s support ($2,200) he may not 
claim his father as a dependent. 

(iii)(a) For purposes of determining 
the amount of support furnished for a 
child (or children) by a taxpayer for a 
given calendar year, an arrearage pay-
ment made in a year subsequent to a 
calendar year for which there is an un-
paid liability shall not be treated as 
paid either during that calendar year 
or in the year of payment, but no 
amount shall be treated as an arrear-
age payment to the extent that there is 
an unpaid liability (determined with-
out regard to such payment) with re-
spect to the support of a child for the 
taxable year of payment; and 

(b) Similarly, payments made prior 
to any calendar year (whether or not 
made in the form of a lump sum pay-
ment in settlement of the parent’s li-
ability for support) shall not be treated 
as made during such calendar year, but 
payments made during any calendar 
year from amounts set aside in trust 
by a parent in a prior year, shall be 
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