
478

26 CFR Ch. I (4–1–02 Edition)§ 1.120–1

Example (8). A manufacturing company 
provides a cafeteria on its premises at which 
its employees can purchase their lunch. 
There is no other eating facility located near 
the company’s premises, but the employee 
can furnish his own meal by bringing his 
lunch. The amount of compensation which 
any employee is required to include in gross 
income is not reduced by the amount 
charged for the meals, and the meals are not 
considered to be furnished for the conven-
ience of the employer.

Example (9). A hospital maintains a cafe-
teria on its premises where all of its 230 em-
ployees may obtain a meal during their 
working hours. No charge is made for these 
meals. The hospital furnishes such meals in 
order to have each of 210 of the employees 
available for any emergencies that may 
occur, and it is shown that each such em-
ployee is at times called upon to perform 
services during his meal period. Although 
the hospital does not require such employees 
to remain on the premises during meal peri-
ods, they rarely leave the hospital during 
their meal period. Since the hospital fur-
nishes meals to each of substantially all of 
its employees in order to have each of them 
available for emergency call during his meal 
period, all of the hospital employees who ob-
tain their meals in the hospital cafeteria 
may exclude from their gross income the 
value of such meals.

[T.D. 6745, 29 FR 9380, July 9, 1964, as amend-
ed by T.D. 8006, 50 FR 2964, Jan. 23, 1985]

§ 1.120–1 Statutory subsistence allow-
ance received by police. 

(a) Section 120 excludes from the 
gross income of an individual employed 
as a police official by a State, Terri-
tory, or possession of the United 
States, by any of their political sub-
divisions, or by the District of Colum-
bia, any amount received as a statu-
tory subsistence allowance to the ex-
tent that such allowance does not ex-
ceed $5 per day. For purposes of this 
section, the term ‘‘statutory subsist-
ence allowance’’ means an amount 
which is designated as a subsistence al-
lowance under the laws of a State, a 
Territory, or a possession of the United 
States, any political subdivision of any 
of the foregoing, or the District of Co-
lumbia and which is paid to an indi-
vidual who is employed as a police offi-
cial of such governmental unit. A sub-
sistence allowance paid to a police offi-
cial by any of the foregoing govern-
mental units which is not so provided 
by statute may not be excluded from 
gross income under the provisions of 

section 120. The term ‘‘police official’’ 
includes an employee of any of the 
foregoing governmental units who has 
police duties, such as a sheriff, a detec-
tive, a policeman, or a State police 
trooper, however designated. 

(b) The exclusion provided by section 
120 is to be computed on a daily basis, 
that is, for each day for which the stat-
utory allowance is paid. If the statute 
providing the allowance does not speci-
fy the daily amount of such allowance, 
the allowance shall be converted to a 
daily basis for the purpose of applying 
the limitation provided herein. For ex-
ample, if a State statute provides for a 
weekly subsistence allowance, the 
daily amount is to be determined by di-
viding the weekly amount by the num-
ber of days for which the allowance is 
paid. Thus, if a State trooper receives a 
weekly statutory subsistence allow-
ance of $40 would be $8, that is, $40 di-
vided by 5 for 5 days of the week, the 
daily amount would be $8, that is, $40 
divided by 5. However, for purposes of 
this section, only $5 per day may be ex-
cluded, or $25 on a weekly basis. 

(c) Expenses in respect of which the 
allowance under section 120 is paid may 
not be deducted under any provision of 
the income tax laws except to the ex-
tent that (1) such expenses exceed the 
amount of the exclusion, and (2) the ex-
cess is otherwise allowable as a deduc-
tion. For example, if a State statute 
provides a subsistence allowance of $3 
per day and the taxpayer, a state 
trooper, incurs expenditures of $4.50 for 
meals while away from home overnight 
on official police duties only $3 would 
be excludable under this section. Ex-
penses relating to such exclusion ($3) 
may not be deducted under any provi-
sion of the income tax laws. However, 
the remaining $1.50 may be an allow-
able deduction under section 162 as 
traveling expenses while away from 
home in the performance of official du-
ties. See § 1.162–2. 

(d) In the case of taxable years end-
ing after September 30, 1958, section 120 
and this section do not apply to 
amounts received as a statutory sub-
sistence allowance for any day after 
September 30, 1958.
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