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area. If such operations are in progress,
signals and arrangements shall be
agreed upon to assure that no blast
shall be fired while any person is in the
water.

(f) Blasting flags shall be displayed.

(g) The storage and handling of ex-
plosives aboard vessels used in under-
water blasting operations shall be ac-
cording to provisions outlined herein
on handling and storing explosives.

(h) When more than one charge is
placed under water, a float device shall
be attached to an element of each
charge in such manner that it will be
released by the firing. Misfires shall be
handled in accordance with the re-
quirements of §1926.911.

§1926.913 Blasting in excavation work
under compressed air.

(a) Detonators and explosives shall
not be stored or kept in tunnels, shafts,
or caissons. Detonators and explosives
for each round shall be taken directly
from the magazines to the blasting
zone and immediately loaded. Deto-
nators and explosives left over after
loading a round shall be removed from
the working chamber before the con-
necting wires are connected up.

(b) When detonators or explosives are
brought into an air lock, no employee
except the powderman, blaster, lock
tender and the employees necessary for
carrying, shall be permitted to enter
the air lock. No other material, sup-
plies, or equipment shall be locked
through with the explosives.

(c) Detonators and explosives shall be
taken separately into pressure working
chambers.

(d) The blaster or powderman shall be
responsible for the receipt, unloading,
storage, and on-site transportation of
explosives and detonators.

(e) All metal pipes, rails, air locks,
and steel tunnel lining shall be elec-
trically bonded together and grounded
at or near the portal or shaft, and such
pipes and rails shall be cross-bonded to-
gether at not less than 1,000-foot inter-
vals throughout the length of the tun-
nel. In addition, each low air supply
pipe shall be grounded at its delivery
end.

(f) The explosives suitable for use in
wet holes shall be water-resistant and
shall be Fume Class 1.

§1926.914

(g) When tunnel excavation in rock
face is approaching mixed face, and
when tunnel excavation is in mixed
face, blasting shall be performed with
light charges and with light burden on
each hole. Advance drilling shall be
performed as tunnel excavation in rock
face approaches mixed face, to deter-
mine the general nature and extent of
rock cover and the remaining distance
ahead to soft ground as excavation ad-
vances.

§1926.914 Definitions
this subpart.

applicable to

(a) American Table of Distances (also
known as Quantity Distance Tables)
means American Table of Distances for
Storage of Explosives as revised and
approved by the Institute of the Mak-
ers of Explosives, June 5, 1964.

(b) Approved storage facility—A facil-
ity for the storage of explosive mate-
rials conforming to the requirements of
this part and covered by a license or
permit issued under authority of the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire-
arms. (See 27 CFR Part 55)

(c) Blast area—The area in which ex-
plosives loading and blasting oper-
ations are being conducted.

(d) Blaster—The person or persons au-
thorized to use explosives for blasting
purposes and meeting the qualifica-
tions contained in §1926.901.

(e) Blasting agent—A blasting agent is
any material or mixture consisting of a
fuel and oxidizer used for blasting, but
not classified an explosive and in which
none of the ingredients is classified as
an explosive provided the furnished
(mixed) product cannot be detonated
with a No. 8 test blasting cap when
confined. A common blasting agent
presently in use is a mixture of ammo-
nium nitrate (NHy; NO3;) and carbo-
naceous combustibles, such as fuel oil
or coal, and may either be procured,
premixed and packaged from explosives
companies or mixed in the field.

(f) Blasting cap—A metallic tube
closed at one end, containing a charge
of one or more detonating compounds,
and designed for and capable of detona-
tion from the sparks or flame from a
safety fuse inserted and crimped into
the open end.
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