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29 CFR Ch. XVII (7–1–06 Edition) § 1926.61 

§ 1926.61 Retention of DOT markings, 
placards and labels. 

NOTE: The requirements applicable to con-
struction work under this section are iden-
tical to those set forth at § 1910.1201 of this 
chapter. 

[61 FR 31432, June 20, 1996] 

§ 1926.62 Lead. 

(a) Scope. This section applies to all 
construction work where an employee 
may be occupationally exposed to lead. 
All construction work excluded from 
coverage in the general industry stand-
ard for lead by 29 CFR 1910.1025(a)(2) is 
covered by this standard. Construction 
work is defined as work for construc-
tion, alteration and/or repair, including 
painting and decorating. It includes 
but is not limited to the following: 

(1) Demolition or salvage of struc-
tures where lead or materials con-
taining lead are present; 

(2) Removal or encapsulation of ma-
terials containing lead; 

(3) New construction, alteration, re-
pair, or renovation of structures, sub-
strates, or portions thereof, that con-
tain lead, or materials containing lead; 

(4) Installation of products con-
taining lead; 

(5) Lead contamination/emergency 
cleanup; 

(6) Transportation, disposal, storage, 
or containment of lead or materials 
containing lead on the site or location 
at which construction activities are 
performed, and 

(7) Maintenance operations associ-
ated with the construction activities 
described in this paragraph. 

(b) Definitions. 
Action level means employee expo-

sure, without regard to the use of res-
pirators, to an airborne concentration 
of lead of 30 micrograms per cubic 
meter of air (30 µg/m3) calculated as an 
8-hour time-weighted average (TWA). 

Assistant Secretary means the Assist-
ant Secretary of Labor for Occupa-
tional Safety and Health, U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor, or designee. 

Competent person means one who is 
capable of identifying existing and pre-
dictable lead hazards in the sur-
roundings or working conditions and 
who has authorization to take prompt 
corrective measures to eliminate them. 

Director means the Director, National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health (NIOSH), U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, or des-
ignee. 

Lead means metallic lead, all inor-
ganic lead compounds, and organic lead 
soaps. Excluded from this definition 
are all other organic lead compounds. 

This section means this standard. 
(c) Permissible exposure limit. (1) The 

employer shall assure that no em-
ployee is exposed to lead at concentra-
tions greater than fifty micrograms per 
cubic meter of air (50 µg/m3) averaged 
over an 8-hour period. 

(2) If an employee is exposed to lead 
for more than 8 hours in any work day 
the employees’ allowable exposure, as a 
time weighted average (TWA) for that 
day, shall be reduced according to the 
following formula: 

Allowable employee exposure (in µg/m3) 
= 400 divided by hours worked in the 
day. 

(3) When respirators are used to limit 
employee exposure as required under 
paragraph (c) of this section and all the 
requirements of paragraphs (e)(1) and 
(f) of this section have been met, em-
ployee exposure may be considered to 
be at the level provided by the protec-
tion factor of the respirator for those 
periods the respirator is worn. Those 
periods may be averaged with exposure 
levels during periods when respirators 
are not worn to determine the employ-
ee’s daily TWA exposure. 

(d) Exposure assessment—(1) General. 
(i) Each employer who has a workplace 
or operation covered by this standard 
shall initially determine if any em-
ployee may be exposed to lead at or 
above the action level. 

(ii) For the purposes of paragraph (d) 
of this section, employee exposure is 
that exposure which would occur if the 
employee were not using a respirator. 

(iii) With the exception of moni-
toring under paragraph (d)(3), where 
monitoring is required under this sec-
tion, the employer shall collect per-
sonal samples representative of a full 
shift including at least one sample for 
each job classification in each work 
area either for each shift or for the 
shift with the highest exposure level. 
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