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29 CFR Ch. XVII (7–1–06 Edition) § 1926.606 

If it is necessary to stand at the out-
board or inboard edge of the deckload 
where less than 24 inches of bulwark, 
rail, coaming, or other protection ex-
ists, all employees shall be provided 
with a suitable means of protection 
against falling from the deckload. 

(d) First-aid and lifesaving equipment. 
(1) Provisions for rendering first aid 
and medical assistance shall be in ac-
cordance with subpart D of this part. 

(2) The employer shall ensure that 
there is in the vicinity of each barge in 
use at least one U.S. Coast Guard-ap-
proved 30-inch lifering with not less 
than 90 feet of line attached, and at 
least one portable or permanent ladder 
which will reach the top of the apron 
to the surface of the water. If the above 
equipment is not available at the pier, 
the employer shall furnish it during 
the time that he is working the barge. 

(3) Employees walking or working on 
the unguarded decks of barges shall be 
protected with U.S. Coast Guard-ap-
proved work vests or buoyant vests. 

(e) Commercial diving operations. Com-
mercial diving operations shall be sub-
ject to subpart T of part 1910, 
§§ 1910.401–1910.441, of this chapter. 

[39 FR 22801, June 24, 1974, as amended at 42 
FR 37674, July 22, 1977] 

§ 1926.606 Definitions applicable to 
this subpart. 

(a) Apron—The area along the water-
front edge of the pier or wharf. 

(b) Bulwark—The side of a ship above 
the upper deck. 

(c) Coaming—The raised frame, as 
around a hatchway in the deck, to keep 
out water. 

(d) Jacob’s ladder—A marine ladder of 
rope or chain with wooden or metal 
rungs. 

(e) Rail, for the purpose of § 1926.605, 
means a light structure serving as a 
guard at the outer edge of a ship’s 
deck. 

Subpart P—Excavations 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 107, Contract Worker 
Hours and Safety Standards Act (Construc-
tion Safety Act) (40 U.S.C. 333); Secs. 4, 6, 8, 
Occupational Safety and Hea1th Act of 1970 
(29 U.S.C. 653, 655, 657); Secretary of Labor’s 
Order No. 12–71 (36 FR 8754), 8–76 (41 FR 

25059), or 9–83 (48 FR 35736), as applicable, and 
29 CFR part 1911. 

SOURCE: 54 FR 45959, Oct. 31, 1989, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1926.650 Scope, application, and defi-
nitions applicable to this subpart. 

(a) Scope and application. This sub-
part applies to all open excavations 
made in the earth’s surface. Exca-
vations are defined to include trenches. 

(b) Definitions applicable to this sub-
part. 

Accepted engineering practices means 
those requirements which are compat-
ible with standards of practice required 
by a registered professional engineer. 

Aluminum Hydraulic Shoring means a 
pre-engineered shoring system com-
prised of aluminum hydraulic cylinders 
(crossbraces) used in conjunction with 
vertical rails (uprights) or horizontal 
rails (walers). Such system is designed, 
specifically to support the sidewalls of 
an excavation and prevent cave-ins. 

Bell-bottom pier hole means a type of 
shaft or footing excavation, the bottom 
of which is made larger than the cross 
section above to form a belled shape. 

Benching (Benching system) means a 
method of protecting employees from 
cave-ins by excavating the sides of an 
excavation to form one or a series of 
horizontal levels or steps, usually with 
vertical or near-vertical surfaces be-
tween levels. 

Cave-in means the separation of a 
mass of soil or rock material from the 
side of an excavation, or the loss of soil 
from under a trench shield or support 
system, and its sudden movement into 
the excavation, either by falling or 
sliding, in sufficient quantity so that it 
could entrap, bury, or otherwise injure 
and immobilize a person. 

Competent person means one who is 
capable of identifying existing and pre-
dictable hazards in the surroundings, 
or working conditions which are unsan-
itary, hazardous, or dangerous to em-
ployees, and who has authorization to 
take prompt corrective measures to 
eliminate them. 

Cross braces mean the horizontal 
members of a shoring system installed 
perpendicular to the sides of the exca-
vation, the ends of which bear against 
either uprights or wales. 
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