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computing such deck area, the areas 
occupied by the following must be ex-
cluded: 

(i) Areas for which the number of per-
sons permitted is determined using the 
fixed seating criteria; 

(ii) Obstructions, including stairway 
and elevator enclosures, elevated 
stages, bars, and cashier stands, but 
not including slot machines, tables, or 
other room furnishings; 

(iii) Toilets and washrooms; 
(iv) Spaces occupied by and necessary 

for handling lifesaving equipment, an-
chor handling equipment or line han-
dling gear, or in the way of sail booms 
or running rigging; 

(v) Spaces below deck that are un-
suitable for passengers or that would 
not normally be used by passengers; 

(vi) Interior passageways less than 
840 millimeters (34 inches) wide and 
passageways on open deck, less than 
710 millimeters (28 inches) wide; 

(vii) Bow pulpits, swimming plat-
forms and areas that do not have a 
solid deck, such as netting on multi- 
hull vessels; 

(viii) Deck areas in way of paddle 
wheels; and 

(ix) Aisle area provided in accordance 
with § 116.820(d) of this chapter. 

(3) Fixed seating criterion. One pas-
senger may be permitted for each 455 
millimeter (18 inches) of width of fixed 
seating provided by § 116.820 of this 
chapter. Each sleeping berth in over-
night accommodation spaces shall be 
counted as only one seat. 

(c) Different passenger capacity cri-
teria may be used on each deck of a 
vessel and added together to determine 
the total passenger capacity of that 
vessel. Where seats are provided on 
part of a deck and not on another, the 
number of passengers permitted on a 
vessel may be the sum of the number 
permitted by the seating criterion for 
the space having seats and the number 
permitted by the deck area criterion 
for the space having no seats. The 
length of rail criterion may not be 
combined with either the deck area cri-
terion or the fixed seating criterion 
when determining the maximum num-
ber of passengers permitted on an indi-
vidual deck. 

(d) For a vessel operating on short 
runs on protected waters such as a 

ferry, the cognizant OCMI may give 
special consideration to increases in 
passenger allowances. 

§ 115.114 Alternative requirements for 
a vessel operating as other than a 
small passenger vessel. 

(a) When authorized by the cognizant 
OCMI by an endorsement of the vessel’s 
Certificate of Inspection, a small pas-
senger vessel carrying six or less pas-
sengers, or operating as a commercial 
fishing vessel or other uninspected ves-
sel, or carrying less than twelve pas-
sengers and operating as a recreational 
vessel, need not meet requirements of: 

(1) Subparts C, D, and E, of part 117 of 
this chapter if the vessel is in satisfac-
tory compliance with the lifesaving 
equipment regulations for an 
uninspected vessel or recreational ves-
sel in similar service; 

(2) Subpart C of part 116 of this chap-
ter and subchapter S of this chapter if 
the vessel is in satisfactory compliance 
with applicable regulations for an 
uninspected vessel or recreational ves-
sel in a similar service or if the owner 
of the vessel otherwise establishes to 
the satisfaction of the cognizant OCMI 
that the vessel is seaworthy for the in-
tended service; and 

(3) Sections 121.404, 121.408, and 
121.410 of this subchapter providing the 
vessel is in satisfactory compliance 
with any navigational equipment re-
quirements for an uninspected or rec-
reational vessel in a similar service. 

(b) A vessel operating under the al-
ternative regulations of paragraph (a) 
of this section must: 

(1) Not alter the arrangement of the 
vessel nor remove any equipment re-
quired by the certificate for the in-
tended operation, without the consent 
of the congnizant OCMI; 

(2) Comply with minimum manning 
specified on the Certificate of Inspec-
tion, which may include reduced man-
ning depending on the number of pas-
sengers and operation of the vessel; 

(3) When carrying from one to six 
passengers except for a vessel being op-
erated as a recreational vessel, make 
the announcement required by 
§ 122.506(a) of this subchapter before 
getting underway; and 

(4) If a vessel of more than 15 gross 
tons, not carry freight for hire. 
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(c) The endorsement issued under 
paragraph (a) of this section must indi-
cate the route, maximum number of 
passengers, and the manning required 
to operate under the provisions of this 
section. 

§ 115.120 Certificate of Inspection 
amendment. 

(a) An amended Certificate of Inspec-
tion may be issued at any time by any 
OCMI. The amended Certificate of In-
spection replaces the original, but the 
expiration date remains the same as 
that of the original. An amended Cer-
tificate of Inspection may be issued to 
authorize and record a change in the 
dimensions, gross tonnage, owner, 
managing operator, manning, persons 
permitted, route permitted, conditions 
of operations, or equipment of a vessel, 
from that specified in the current Cer-
tificate of Inspection. 

(b) A request for an amended Certifi-
cate of Inspection must be made to the 
cognizant OCMI by the owner or man-
aging operator of the vessel at any 
time there is a change in the character 
of a vessel or in its route, equipment, 
ownership, operation, or other similar 
factors specified in its current Certifi-
cate of Inspection. 

(c) The OCMI may require an inspec-
tion prior to the issuance of an amend-
ed Certificate of Inspection. 

Subpart B—Special Permits and 
Certificates 

§ 115.202 Permit to proceed. 
(a) When a vessel is not in compli-

ance with its Certificate of Inspection 
or fails to comply with a regulation of 
this subchapter, the cognizant OCMI 
may permit the vessel to proceed to an-
other port for repair if, in the judg-
ment of the OCMI, the trip can be com-
pleted safely, even if the Certificate of 
Inspection of the vessel has expired or 
is about to expire. 

(b) Form CG–948, ‘‘Permit to Proceed 
to another Port for Repairs,’’ may be 
issued by the cognizant OCMI to the 
owner, managing operator, or the mas-
ter of the vessel stating the conditions 
under which the vessel may proceed to 
another port. The permit may be issued 
only upon the written application of 
the owner, managing operator, or mas-

ter, and after the vessel’s Certificate of 
Inspection is turned over to the OCMI. 

(c) A vessel may not carry passengers 
when operating in accordance with a 
permit to proceed, unless the cognizant 
OCMI determines that it is safe to do 
so. 

§ 115.204 Permit to carry excursion 
party. 

(a) The cognizant OCMI may permit a 
vessel to engage in a temporary excur-
sion operation with a greater number 
of persons or on a more extended route, 
or both, than permitted by its Certifi-
cate of Inspection when, in the opinion 
of the OCMI, the operation can be un-
dertaken safely. 

(b) Upon the written application of 
the owner or managing operator of the 
vessel, the cognizant OCMI may issue a 
Form CG–949, ‘‘Permit to Carry Excur-
sion Party.’’ to indicate his or her per-
mission to carry an excursion party. 
The OCMI will indicate on the permit 
the conditions under which it is issued, 
the number of persons the vessel may 
carry, the crew required, any addi-
tional lifesaving or safety equipment 
required, the route for which the per-
mit is granted, and the dates on which 
the permit is valid. 

(c) The number of passengers nor-
mally permitted on an excursion vessel 
is governed by § 115.113 of this part. 

(d) The OCMI will not normally 
waive applicable minimum safety 
standards when issuing an excursion 
permit. In particular, a vessel that is 
being issued an excursion permit will 
normally be required to meet the min-
imum stability, survival craft, life 
jacket, fire safety, and manning stand-
ards applicable to a vessel in the serv-
ice for which the excursion permit is 
requested 

(e) The permit acts as a temporary, 
limited duration supplement to the 
vessel’s Certificate of Inspection and 
must be carried with the Certificate of 
Inspection. A vessel operating under a 
permit to carry an excursion party 
must be in full compliance with the 
terms of its Certificate of Inspection as 
supplemented by the permit. 

(f) The OCMI may require an inspec-
tion prior to the issuance of a permit 
to carry an excursion party. 
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