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§ 108.699 Substitution of life pre-
servers. 

A work vest may not be substituted 
for a required life preserver— 

(a) For the life saving equipment re-
quirements of this part; or 

(b) For use during drills and emer-
gencies. 

§ 108.701 Sounding equipment. 
Each self-propelled unit must have a 

mechanical or electronic sounding ap-
paratus. 

§ 108.703 Self-contained breathing ap-
paratus. 

(a) Each unit must be equipped with 
a self-contained breathing apparatus 
described in § 108.497(a) to use as pro-
tection against gas leaking from a re-
frigeration unit if it is equipped with 
any refrigeration unit using— 

(1) Ammonia to refrigerate any space 
with a volume of more than 20 cubic 
feet; or 

(2) Fluorocarbons to refrigerate any 
space with a volume of more than 1000 
cubic feet. 

(b) The self-contained breathing ap-
paratus required in § 108.497 may be 
used for this purpose. 

[CGD 73–251, 43 FR 56808, Dec. 4, 1978, as 
amended by CGD 86–036, 57 FR 48326, Oct. 23, 
1992] 

§ 108.705 Anchors, chains, wire rope, 
and hawsers. 

(a) Each unit must be fitted with an-
chors, chains, wire rope, and hawsers in 
agreement with the standards estab-
lished by the American Bureau of Ship-
ping. 

(b) Units which are equipped with an-
chors used as operational equipment 
are not required to have additional an-
chors if the operational anchors meet 
the requirements of paragraph (a) of 
this section. 

[CGD 73–251, 43 FR 56808, Dec. 4, 1978, as 
amended by USCG–1999–6216, 64 FR 53226, Oct. 
1, 1999] 

§ 108.707 First aid kit. 
Each unit must have a first-aid kit 

approved by the Mine Safety and 
Health Administration (Formerly Min-
ing Enforcement and Safety Adminis-
tration) of a size suitable for the num-

ber of persons allowed on board the 
unit that is stowed in a location that is 
accessible to persons on board. 

§ 108.709 Litter. 

Each unit must have a litter that is— 
(a) Stowed in a location that is acces-

sible to the persons on board; and 
(b) Capable of being used on the type 

of helicopters serving the unit. 

§ 108.713 International Code of Sig-
nals. 

Each vessel on an international voy-
age which is required to carry a radio-
telegraph or radiotelephone installa-
tion in accordance with Chapter IV of 
the Safety of Life at Sea Convention, 
1960, must carry the International Code 
of Signals. 

§ 108.715 Magnetic compass and gyro-
compass. 

(a) Each self-propelled unit in ocean 
or coastwise service must have a mag-
netic compass. 

(b) Each self-propelled unit of 1,600 
gross tons and over in ocean or coast-
wise service must have a gyrocompass 
in addition to the magnetic compass 
required in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion. 

(c) Each unit that is required to have 
a gyrocompass must have an illumi-
nated repeater for the gyrocompass 
that is at the main steering stand un-
less the gyrocompass is illuminated 
and is at the main steering stand. 

§ 108.717 Radar. 
Each self-propelled unit of 1,600 gross 

tons and over in ocean or coastwise 
service must have— 

(a) A marine radar system for surface 
navigation; and 

(b) Facilities on the bridge for plot-
ting radar readings. 

§ 108.719 Pilot boarding equipment. 
(a) This section applies to each vessel 

that normally embarks or disembarks 
a pilot from a pilot boat or other ves-
sel. 

(b) Each vessel must have suitable 
pilot boarding equipment available for 
use on each side of the vessel. If a ves-
sel has only one set of equipment, the 
equipment must be capable of being 
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easily transferred to and rigged for use 
on either side of the vessel. 

(c) Pilot boarding equipment must be 
capable of resting firmly against the 
vessel’s side and be secured so that it is 
clear from overboard discharges. 

(d) Each vessel must have lighting 
positioned to provide adequate illu-
mination for the pilot boarding equip-
ment and each point of access. 

(e) Each vessel must have a point of 
access that has— 

(1) A gateway in the rails or bulwark 
with adequate handholds; or 

(2) Two handhold stanchions and a 
bulwark ladder that is securely at-
tached to the bulwark rail and deck. 

(f) The pilot boarding equipment re-
quired by paragraph (b) of this section 
must include at least one pilot ladder 
approved under subpart 163.003 of this 
chapter. Each pilot ladder must be of a 
single length and capable of extending 
from the point of access to the water’s 
edge during each condition of loading 
and trim, with an adverse list of 15°. 

(g) Whenever the distance from the 
water’s edge to the point of access is 
more than 30 feet, access from a pilot 
ladder to the vessel must be by way of 
an accommodation ladder or equally 
safe and convenient means. 

(h) Pilot hoists, if used, must be ap-
proved under subpart 163.002 of this 
chapter. 

[CGD 79–032, 49 FR 25455, June 21, 1984] 

Subpart I—Navigation Bridge 
Visibility 

§ 108.801 Navigation bridge visibility. 
Each mobile offshore drilling unit 

which is 100 meters (328 feet) or more in 
length and contracted for on or after 
September 7, 1990, must meet the fol-
lowing requirements: 

(a) The field of vision from the navi-
gation bridge, whether the vessel is in 
a laden or unladen condition, must be 
such that: 

(1) From the conning position, the 
view of the sea surface is not obscured 
forward of the bow by more than the 
lesser of two ship lengths or 500 meters 
(1,640 feet) from dead ahead to 10 de-
grees on either side of the vessel. With-
in this arc of visibility any blind sector 
caused by cargo, cargo gear, or other 

permanent obstruction must not ex-
ceed 5 degrees. 

(2) From the conning position, the 
horizontal field of vision extends over 
an arc from at least 22.5 degrees abaft 
the beam on one side of the vessel, 
through dead ahead, to at least 22.5 de-
grees abaft the beam on the other side 
of the vessel. Blind sectors forward of 
the beam caused by cargo, cargo gear, 
or other permanent obstruction must 
not exceed 10 degrees each, nor total 
more than 20 degrees, including any 
blind sector within the arc of visibility 
described in paragraph (a)(1) of this 
section. 

(3) From each bridge wing, the field 
of vision extends over an arc from at 
least 45 degrees on the opposite bow, 
through dead ahead, to at least dead 
astern. 

(4) From the main steering position, 
the field of vision extends over and arc 
from dead ahead to at least 60 degrees 
on either side of the vessel. 

(5) From each bridge wing, the re-
spective side of the vessel is visible for-
ward and aft. 

(b) Windows fitted on the navigation 
bridge must be arranged so that: 

(1) Framing between windows is kept 
to a minimum and is not installed im-
mediately in front of any work station. 

(2) Front windows are inclined from 
the vertical plane, top out, at an angle 
of not less than 10 degrees and not 
more than 25 degrees. 

(3) The height of the lower edge of 
the front windows is limited to prevent 
any obstruction of the forward view 
previously described in this section. 

(4) The height of the upper edge of 
the front windows allows a forward 
view of the horizon at the conning posi-
tion, for a person with a height of eye 
of 1.8 meters (71 inches), when the ves-
sel is at a forward pitch angle of 20 de-
grees. 

(c) Polarized or tinted windows must 
not be fitted. 

[CGD 85–099, 55 FR 32248, Aug. 8, 1990] 

Subpart J—Muster List 
§ 108.901 Muster list and emergency 

instructions. 
(a) General. Copies of clear instruc-

tions must be provided on the unit, de-
tailing the actions that each person on 
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