Federal Maritime Commission

Subpart C—Delegation and
Redelegation of Authorities

§501.21 Delegation of authorities.

(a) Authority and delegation. Section
105 of Reorganization Plan No. 7 of 1961,
August 12, 1961, authorizes the Commis-
sion to delegate, by published order or
rule, any of its functions to a division
of the Commission, an individual Com-
missioner, an administrative law judge,
or an employee or employee board, in-
cluding functions with respect to hear-
ing, determining, ordering, certifying,
reporting or otherwise acting as to any
work, business or matter. In subpart A
of this part, the Commission has dele-
gated general functions, and in this
subpart C it is delegating miscella-
neous, specific authorities set forth in
§§501.23, et seq., to the delegatees des-
ignated therein, subject to the limita-
tions prescribed in subsequent sub-
sections of this section.

(b) Deputies. Where bureau or office
deputies are officially appointed, they
are hereby delegated all necessary au-
thority to act in the absence or inca-
pacity of the director or chief.

(c) Redelegation. Subject to the limi-
tations in this section, the delegatees
may redelegate their authorities to
subordinate personnel under their su-
pervision and direction; but only if this
subpart is amended to reflect such re-
delegation and notice thereof is pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER. Under
any redelegated authority, the
redelegator assumes full responsibility
for actions taken by subordinate
redelegatees.

(d) Exercise of authority; policy and
procedure. The delegatees and
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redelegatees shall exercise the authori-
ties delegated or redelegated in a man-
ner consistent with applicable laws and
the established policies of the Commis-
sion, and shall consult with the Gen-
eral Counsel where appropriate.

(e) Exercise of delegated authority by
delegator. Under any authority dele-
gated or redelegated, the delegator
(Commission), or the redelegator, re-
spectively, shall retain full rights to
exercise the authority in the first in-
stance.

(f) Review of delegatee’s action. The
delegator (Commission) or redelegator
of authority shall retain a discre-
tionary right to review an action taken
under delegated authority by a subor-
dinate delegatee, either upon the filing
of a written petition of a party to, or
an intervenor in, such action; or upon
the delegator’s or redelegator’s own
initiative.

(1) Petitions for review of actions
taken under delegated authority shall
be filed within ten (10) calendar days of
the action taken:

(i) If the action for which review is
sought is taken by a delegatee, the pe-
tition shall be addressed to the Com-
mission pursuant to §502.69 of this
chapter.

(i) If the action for which review is
sought is taken by a redelegatee, the
petition shall be addressed to the
redelegator whose decision can be fur-
ther reviewed by the Commission under
paragraph (f)(1)(i) of this section, un-
less the Commission decides to review
the matter directly, such as, for exam-
ple, in the incapacity of the
redelegator.

(2) The vote of a majority of the
Commission less one member thereof
shall be sufficient to bring any dele-
gated action before the Commission for
review under this paragraph.

(9) Action—when final. Should the
right to exercise discretionary review
be declined or should no such review be
sought under paragraph (f) of this sec-
tion, then the action taken under dele-
gated authority shall, for all purposes,
including appeal or review thereof, be
deemed to be the action of the Com-
mission.

(h) Conflicts. Where the procedures
set forth in this section conflict with
law or any regulation of this chapter,



§501.22

the conflict shall be resolved in favor
of the law or other regulation.

§501.22 [Reserved]

§501.23 Delegation to
Counsel.

The authority listed in this section is
delegated to the General Counsel: au-
thority to classify carriers within the
meaning of section 3(8) of the Shipping
Act of 1984, except where a carrier sub-
mits a rebuttal statement pursuant to
§565.3(b) of this chapter.

the General

§501.24 Delegation to the Secretary.

The authorities listed in this section
are delegated to the Secretary and, in
the absence or preoccupation of the
Secretary, to the Assistant Secretary.

(a) Authority to approve applications
for permission to practice before the
Commission and to issue admission
certificates to approved applicants.

(b) Authority to extend the time to
file exceptions or replies to exceptions,
and the time for Commission review,
relative to initial decisions of adminis-
trative law judges and decisions of Spe-
cial Dockets Officers.

(c) Authority to extend the time to
file appeals or replies to appeals, and
the time for Commission review, rel-
ative to dismissals of proceedings, in
whole or in part, issued by administra-
tive law judges.

(d) Authority to establish and extend
or reduce the time:

(1) To file documents either in dock-
eted proceedings or relative to peti-
tions filed under Part 502 of this chap-
ter, which are pending before the Com-
mission itself; and

(2) To issue initial and final decisions
under §502.61 of this chapter.

(e) Authority to prescribe a time
limit for the submission of written
comments with reference to agree-
ments filed pursuant to section 5 of the
Shipping Act of 1984.

(f) Authority, in appropriate cases, to
publish in the FEDERAL REGISTER nho-
tices of intent to prepare an environ-
mental assessment and notices of find-
ing of no significant impact.

(9) Authority to prescribe a time
limit less than ten days from date pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER for fil-
ing comments on notices of intent to
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prepare an environmental assessment
and notice of finding of no significant
impact and authority to prepare envi-
ronmental assessments of no signifi-
cant impact.

(h) Authority, in the absence or pre-
occupation of the Director of Adminis-
tration, to sign travel orders, nondock-
eted recommendations to the Commis-
sion, and other routine documents for
the Director of Administration, con-
sistent with the programs, policies, and
precedents established by the Commis-
sion or the Director of Administration.

§501.25 Delegation to the Director, Of-
fice of Operations.

The authorities listed in this section
are delegated to the Director of Oper-
ations.

(a) Authority to adjudicate, with the
concurrence of the General Counsel,
and authorize payment of, employee
claims for not more than $1,000.00, aris-
ing under the Military and Civilian
Personnel Property Act of 1964, 31
U.S.C. §3721.

(b) Authority to approve administra-
tive leave for Area Representatives.

§501.26 Delegation to and redelega-
tion by the Director, Bureau of Cer-
tification and Licensing.

Except where specifically redelgated
in this section, the authorities listed in
this section are delegated to the Direc-
tor, Bureau of Certification and Licens-
ing.

(a) Authority to:

(1) Approve or disapprove applica-
tions for OTI licenses; issue or reissue
or transfer such licenses; and approve
extensions of time in which to furnish
the name(s) and ocean transportation
intermediary experience of the man-
aging partner(s) or officer(s) who will
replace the qualifying partner or offi-
cer upon whose qualifications the origi-
nal licensing was approved;

(2) Issue a letter stating that the
Commission intends to deny an OTI ap-
plication, unless within 20 days appli-
cant requests a hearing to show that
denial of the application is unwar-
ranted; deny applications where an ap-
plicant has received such a letter and
has not requested a hearing within the



