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The FEST-A assumed the
identity and colors of the
553rd, which has been
activated and de-activated
several times since it was
initially formed in 1943
as a fias a firefighting platoon
in WWII. Photo Credit:











It’s A Wrap

Everyone working together to closeout “08 Fiscal Year.”

September 30th has a special significance for many 
in the New York District. It is that time of year when 
the financial obligations and operations for the last 
twelve-month period, commonly called the “fiscal 
year” are balanced out. Fiscal Year ‘08 enjoyed a very 
successful year-end closeout due to the effort put for-
ward by everyone ward by everyone in the District. “Throughout the year 
the work is a continuing process, although it picks up 
in the third quarter,” said Joe Hirschy, chief, resource 
management. “The District’s financial staff knows 
what needs to be done at year’s end and what has to 
be addressed,” he said. “CEFMS has helped to make 
the year-end process go smoother.”

The year-end process involved a lot of team work 
with employees from Resource Management, 
Contracting, Office of Counsel, and many technical 
workers laboring into the early morning hours of 
October 1st to get the job done. “We had good 
performance indicators, green in most categories, 
getting the awards done and finishing with positive getting the awards done and finishing with positive 
performance indicators.” Hirschy said.

“Everyone did a great job,” said Col. Tortora 

By Mary Stavina, Public Affairs
Photo Credit: Lt. Col. Kenneth McDonald



Here Come the Critters

   Students at Peterstown
    Community Center in
 Elizabeth, N.J. learn about 
     Marine Life living in 
       New York Harbor.

Tom Wyche, Project Manager New York
District,  holds up a horseshoe crab.

Collection of marine life, a.k.a.“Critters” for use in displays at local schools and community centers 
has become one of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New York District,
most popular attractions  Photographs, charts and maps just can’t 
compete with holding a live marine animal such as a spider crab
or hermit crab. You hear lots of squeals and commotion when
one of the school children picks up a crab for the first time but
they keep coming back for more. they keep coming back for more. 

       “Making the local students aware of the marine life and its
         importance, which is just outside their doors is really rewarding,” 
  according to Ronald Pinzon a biologist with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, New York District,  Environmental  Planning 
Branch. Pinzon was one of a host of District people 
who attended the Estuary Day Event in Elizabeth,  
N.J.  He explained the life cycle of marine  N.J.  He explained the life cycle of marine  
invertrates to the curious students.

 Marine Life from the local bays and 
estuaries a big hit at

Estuary Day Events in Elizabeth, N.J.
Story and photos by Dan Desmet

Netting all kinds of marine life
in lower New York Harbor.







Around The District

Taps...

Wedad Youssef (OP) and her
pot winner of the  Halloween
door and costume contest. 



Joseph Humet (Op)  Richard Dabal (Pl)  Miguel Surage (Op)
Hurricane Ike

Hurricane Ike

Hurricane Gustav

Operation Division...

Rich Campbell - Liz Finn - Mike Ganley - Walter Grauling - Steve Knowles
Tim LaFontaine - Beth Nash - Ron Rhea

Construction Division...

Lucia Capowski - Mark Kucera - Dick Lavoie - Mike Ruppet - Seila Stewart

Engineering... 

Juan Escajadillo - Allan Ford - Sean O’Donnell -Mike Ortega - Anthony SchianoJuan Escajadillo - Allan Ford - Sean O’Donnell -Mike Ortega - Anthony Schiano

Planning... Mark Burlas   Security... Sharoyah Fernandez  

Public Affairs... Christopher Gardner

Engineering... Marty Goff



5 Years of Service

15 Years of Service

Rounds, Stuart M. - Nerges, Edward J. - Stlaurent, Ronald
Postiglione, Francis M. - Kenney, John  W..

20 Years of Service

Camishion, Madonna L. - Brown, Kenya D. - Ettinger, Sophie
Alton, Mark C. - Lauletta, Janice A. - Orzel, Brian A.
Austin, Annette L. - Johnson, Kenneth W. - Johnson, Michael C.
Benson, Mark - Weinberg, Steven R. - Strogach, Lev B.
Postol, Kathleen J. - Kochan, Jeanette D. - Lopez, Maritza
Sim, Edward R. - McManus, Tyra F. - Giacchetti, Gerald 
Mc Namara, John C. - Mc Namara, John C. - Woolford, Vanessa A. 

Hlad, Dawn - Mastorakis, Nikolaos - Carter, Carolyn
Bocamazo, Lynn M. - Milkiewicz, Joseph A. - Swain, Dennis E.
Harimohan, Premkumar - Forte, Mark C. - Marco, Stella
Alexoudis, Milagros - Black, Constance - Lauria, Anthony R.
Spiegelberg, Anne - Shea, Thomas J. - Daniels, Sterrett W.
Michalowski, jr Stanley - Higgins, Paula J. - Dicroce, Franco
WWong, John M. - Garcia, Jacqueline G. - Goepfert, Gregory J.
Kimmerly, Elizabeth A. - Purcell, Linda J. - Mordan, Jane E. 
Roche, Thomas P. - Dannemann, Thomas R. - Butler, Jannie
Campbell, Richard J. - Franco, Paul C. - Montagne, Sandra

25 Years of Service
10 Years of Service

Wrocenski, Edward - O’Connor, John A. - Mraz, John L.
Debari, Ralphl L. - Rumph, jr Albert C.  - Dunaway, Adriana A. 

A fire on any day seems bad, but a fire on Christmas seems to be the worst. Some 300
         Christmas trees caught fire in one recent year, with electrical problems the most 
                common culprit. Here’s how to keep your tree green and your presents safe.

               - When you buy your tree, have the vendor make a fresh cut an inch from the 
                        bottom; this will help the tree drink.

                   - Don’t buy a tree that is dry and dropping needles. To check for freshness
                        loosely grip the end of a branch and pull your hand over it. Only a few                         loosely grip the end of a branch and pull your hand over it. Only a few 
                           should fall off.

                      Make sure your tree stand holds plenty of water, and don’t let it run out.

                      If you buy an artificial tree, make sure it is fire-retardant.

                    - Don’t use electric lights on a ,metal tree.

                   - Keep your tree at least three feet from, furnaces, radiators and fireplaces.

                   - Try to position it near a  n outlet so that cords are not running long 
                          distances. Do not place the tree where it will block exits.                          distances. Do not place the tree where it will block exits.

                   - Keep a close eye on small children when they are around the tree; many 
                small decorations and ornaments are sharp, breakable and can be swallowed.

                   - Unplug your Christmas tree before you leave or go to bed.

Keeping Your Christmas Safe

Kearns,Patrick K - Lau, Jean - Jernstadt, Nelson L.
Klemensits, Margaret - Stumpf, Sean D. - Smith, Daniel J.
Gardner, Bruce J.- Schiano, Anthony - Gould, Alicia F.
Varghese, Anil - Emigholz, Matthew W. - Cresitello, Donald E.
Fraenkel, Naomi R. - Cackler, Olivia - Butler, Brian
Sherwood, Bradley J. - Cheng, Danhung - Ryan-Stumpf, Susan, L
Sloss, Brandi L. - Peterson, Kenneth L. - Johnson William, C.Sloss, Brandi L. - Peterson, Kenneth L. - Johnson William, C.
O’Donnell, Sean B. - Lo, Raymond - Trotto, Angelo R. 
Farber, Anastasiya
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New York/New Jersey
Harbor Site Visit

New Employees              Farewells

Retirements
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