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VITAL STATISTICS OF THE UNITED STATES, 1975 

‘VOLUME II - MORTALITY 

A brief summary of the contents for each section is listed below for the convenience of the reader. A 
complete contents page is at the beginning of each section and is identified by a narrow biack edge which can 
be located easily by farming the pages. Each section is paged independently, using the section number as the 
identifying prefix. 

PART A 

Section 1. General Mortality 

Summary tables containing crude, age-specific, and age-adjusted death rates; death rates by cause; 
maternal mortality; and deaths for the 50 largest standard metropolitan statistical areas. Detailed 
tabulations of deaths by cause for the United States and each State. Data shown by age, sex, color 
and race, cause of death, month, date of death, and report of autopsy. 

Section 2. Infant Mortality 

Tabulations of infant deaths and infant mortality rates by age, color, sex, and cause of death, and 
by State and the 50 largest standard metropolitan statistical areas. Additional frequency tables by 
month of death and by population-size groups in metropolitan and nonmetropolitan counties. 

Section 3. Fetal Mortality 

Tabulations of numbers of deaths and ratios by color, age of mother, legitimacy status, geographic 
areas, and population-size groups; and fetal-death rates by plurality and sex. Numbers of deaths by 
additional categories-month, birth order, attendant, period of gestation, and birth weight. 

Section 4. Accident Mortality 

Deaths from motor vehicle accidents by type of vehicle and from nontransport accidents by place 
of accidents and by person injured. Data shown by cause of death, age, color, and sex for the 
United States and by color and sex for each State. Deaths from accidental poisoning by age, color, 
and sex. 

Section 5. Life Tables 

Abridged life tables and interpolated values of the 1, and c!, by single years of age for the national 
population by color and sex. 

Section 6. Technical Appendix 

Text discussion of factors affecting the collection, classification, and interpretation of the mortality 
statistics published in Volume II. Includes population tables for computing vital rates. 

PART B 

Section 7. Geographic Detail for Mortality 

Total number of deaths, deaths from selected causes, infant deaths, neonatal deaths, fetal deaths, and 
selected rates and ratios. Tabulations shown by each State and county, specified urban places, 
metropolitan and nonmetropolitan counties, population-size groups, and standard metropolitan 
statistical areas. 

Section 8. Guam, Puerto Rico, and Virgin Islands (U.S.) 

Trend of the crude death rate. Frequency tabulations for most of the characteristics shown in other 
sections of Volume II. 
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Guide to tables in Section 2 

[All data are for infant deaths occurring in the United States. Excludes fetal deaths. Data for geographic areas within 
the United States are by place of residence. Data for 1972 are based on a SO-percent sample of death certificates] 
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'Entire United States for 1933-75; birth-registration States for 1915-32. 
2For the United States only. 
*New Jersey did not require the reporting of color or race in 1962 and 1963. 



Guide to tables in Section 3 

[All data are for fetal deaths occurring in the United-States. Data for geographic areas within the United States are 
by place of residence unless otherwise noted. Data by place of residence exclude deaths occurring to nonresidents; 
however, data by place of occurrence include deaths of nonresidents] 

TABLE: 3 
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Geographic area: 
Divisions------------------------------ 

Metropolitan and non- 
metropolitan counties----------------- 

Population-size groups----------------- 

Selected areas.-----.--------.--------- 

United States-------------------------- 

Years : 
1942-75--------.-------..-------------- 

1971-,5-------------------------------- 

1975 only------------------------------ 

Type of entry: 
Number of fetal deaths----------------- 

Percent distribution------------------- 

Rates (per 1,000 live births and 
fetal deaths)---------.--------------- 
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reporting.-------.----.----------------. 
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'For the United States only. 
'Combined totals for 7 States which report all periods of gestation. 
%ombined totals for 38 areas which report legitimacy status. 
4Fetal deaths by place of occurrence. 
SFetal deaths by place of occurrence and place of residence. 
6New Jersey did not require the reporting of color or race in 1962 and 1963. 
7For fetal deaths only. 
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Guide to tables in Section 4 

[Frequencies only. Alldata are for accidental deaths occurring in the United States during 1975. 
Data for geographic areas within the United States are by place of residence] 

TABLE: 4 
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Geographic area: 
states------------------------------------------- 

United States------------------------------------ 

Subject matter: 
Accidental poisoning----------------------~------ 

Motor vehicle accidents by person injured-------- 

Nontransport accidents by place of accident------ 

Characteristics: 
Age---------------------------------------------- 

swyear age gro"ps------------------------------ 

Color-------------------------------------------- 

Motor vehicle accidents by exact cause of death-- 

Nontransport accidents by exact cause of death--- 

Race-----------------------~--------------------- 

Sex---------------------------------------------- 

- - 

-1 

-2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

-2 

-4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 14 
I 

14 
I 

5 6 7 

it 5 6 7 

6 

6 

5 7 

5 6 7 



Guide to tables in Section 5 

[Life tables. Data for 1972 are based on a 50-percent sample of death certificates] 

TABLE: 5 
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Years: 
lgoo-lg75-------------------------------------------------------- 

1975 only-------------------------------------------------------- 

Specified years and 1975----------------------------------------- 

Type of entry: 
Proportion dying (.4,)------------------------------------------- 

Number surviving (I,)-------------------------------------------- 

Number dying (,d,)----------------------------------------------- 

Stationary population (,L,) and CT,)----------------------------- 

Average remaining lifetime (S)---------------------------------- 

Estimated average length of life (go)---------------------------- 

Characteristics: 
Age by: 

Single years--------------------------------------------------- 

Sex-color specific----------------------------------------------- 

Tot-1 population------------------------------------------------- 
L 

IEntire United States for 1929-75; death-registration States for 1900-1928. 
2Entire United States for specified years from 1929 to 1975; death-registration States for speci- 

fied years from 1900 to 1921. 
3New Jersey did not require the reporting of color.or race in 1962 and 1963. 



Guide to tables in Section 6 

rPopulation tables. Populations exclusive of Armed Forces stationed outside the United States and 

TABLE: 6 
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Geographic area: 
Divisions------------------------------------------------------------ 

states--------------------------------------------------------------- 

United States-------------------------------------------------------- 

Guam----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Puerto Rico---------------------------------------------------------- 

Virgin Islands------------------------------------------------------- 

estimated as of July 1 unless otherwise noted] 

'Entire United States for 1900-1975; birth- and death-registration States for 1900-1932. 
*Populations both inclusive and exclusive of Armed Forces stationed outside the United States. 
3Population enumerated as of April 1, 

all other years. 
1940, 1950, 1960, and 1970, and estimated as of July 1 for 

4For United States and each State only. 



Guide to tables in Section 7 

[All data are for deaths occurring in the United States during 1975.Excludes fetal deaths.Data for 
geographic areas within the United States are by place of residence unless otherwise noted. Data by 
Dlace of residence exclude deaths occurring to nonresidents; however, data by place of occurrence 
include deaths of nonresidents] 

TABLE: 7 
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Geographic area: 
Counties----------------------------------------- 

Metropolitan and nonmetropolitan counties-------- 

Specified urban places--------------------------- 

Standard metropolitan statistical areas---------- 

states------------------------------------------- 

United States------------------------------------ 

Population-size groups--------------------------- 

Type of entry: 
Number of deaths--------------------------------- 

Number of fetal deaths--------------------------- 

Number of infant deaths-------------------------- 

Nu,,,ber of neonatal deaths------------------------ 

Fetal-death ratios (per 1,000 live births)------- 

Infant mortality rates (per 1,000 live births)--- 

Neonatal mortality rates (per 1,000 live births)- 

Characteristics: 
Age: 

5-year age groups------------------------------ 
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Cause of death: 
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69 selected causes----------------------------- 
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Race--------------------------------------------- 

Sex---------------------------------------------- 
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IDeaths by place of occurrence and place of residence. 
2Deaths by place of occurrence. 



Guide .to tables in Section 8 

[All data are for deaths occurring in Guam, Puerto Rico, 01' the Virgin Islands. Data are by place of 
residence unless otherwise noted] 

TABLE: 8 

PAGE: 8 

Geographic area: 
Guain-------------------------.----------- 

Puerto Rico------------------------------ 

Municipios-------------------.--------- 

Virgin Islands--------------------------- 

Islands-------------------------------- 

Specified urban place------------------ 

Years : 
1940-75---------------------------------- 

1975 only-------------------------------- 

Type of entry: 
Number af deaths------------------------- 

Death ==tes------------------------------ 

Number of infant deaths------------------ 

Number of neonatal deaths-------------- 

Number of postneonatal deaths---------- 

Characteristics: 
Age Of decedent-------------------------- 

Cause of death: 
65 selected causes of infant mortality- 

69 selected =a"ses--------------------- 

Motor vehicle accidents---------------- 

Nontransport accidents----------------- 

Person injured------------------------- 

Color (for Virgin Islands only)---------- 

hlonth-------------------------------'---- 

place of accident------------------------ 

Sex-------------------------------------- 

E 
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'Deaths by place of occurrence and place of residence. 



SYMBOLS USED IN TABLES 

Data not available _--I_ _-- 

Category not applicable . . . 

Quantity zero I _ 

Quantity more than 0 but less than 0.05- 0.0 

Figure does not meet standards of 
‘reliability or precision * 
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1-2 SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 

Table 1-l. Deaths by Color, and D&h Rates by Color and Sex: Death-lkyihaiion St&s, 1900-1932, and United Staies, 1933-75 
[Rates per 1,000 population residing in area. far speeifkd group] 



SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 1-3 

Table 1-2. Age-Adjusted Death Rates by Color and Sex Death-Regktration States, 1900-1932, and United States, 1933-75 
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SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 

Table 1-3. Death Rates by Age, Color, and sex: United States, 1966-75 



SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 

Table 1-3. Death Rates by Age, Cola?, and Sex: United States. 1966-75-Con. 
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cause or aesth 
E&J, Male &male 
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SECTION 1 - GENEFiAL MORTALITY 

Table 1-7. Death Rates for 69 Selected Causes: United States, 1968-75 

cause Of dtath 19751 l¶74= x373= 

All faules -_------_ - _--_--_-________________________________----------------------------------------- 888.5 915.1 gu).z 
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SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 

ALL CI”SES------------- 

FE..iLE- 
WHITE------- 

HILE--- 
FEEIALE-- 

WHITE---------- 

HALE---- 
FEII&LE-- 

Table 1-8. Death Rates for 69 Selected Causes, by S-Year 
0,000 poplllatlon ia speeiuecl group. Num!Jers after causes of death am category 



SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 1-9 

Age Groups, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975 
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l-10 SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 

Table l-8. Death Rates for 69 Selected Causes, by S-Year 
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SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 

Age Groups, Color, and Sex United States, 1975-Con. 
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SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 

Table 1-8. Death Rates for 69 Selected Causes, by S-Year 
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SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 

Age Groups, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975-Can. 
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l-14 SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 

Table 1-8. Death Rates for 69 Selected Causes, by S-Year 
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SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 

Age Groups, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975-Con. 
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l-16 SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 

Table 1-8. Death Rates for 69 Selected Causes, by F-Year 
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SECTION I- GENERAL MORTALITY 

Age Groups, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975-‘&n. 
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l-l 8 SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 

Table 1-8. Death Rates for 69 Selected Causes, by 5.Year 

::: 

::: 

::: 

::: 
0.2 



SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 1-19 

Adapted, 19651 
I I 
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SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 

Table 1-8. Death Rates for 69 Selected Causes, by 5-Year 
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SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 

Age Groups, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975-Con. 
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SECTION I - GENERAL MORTALITY 

Table 1-8. Death Rates for 69 Selected Causes, by 5.Year 
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SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 1-23 

Age Groups, Color, and Sex: United States, 197%Con. 
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- 67 
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l-24 SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 

Table 1-8. Death Rates for 69 Sekcted Causes, by 5-Year 
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SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALlTY 

I Age Groups, Color, and Sex: United States, 197%Con. 
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1-26 SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 

Table 1-9. Death Rates for 69 Selected Causes, by IO-Year 
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Table 1-21. Deaths by Month, Color, and Sex: United States and Each State, 1975-Con. 
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Table l-22. Deaths by Specitied Race or National origin and Sex: United States and Each State, 1975 
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Table l-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause, 
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by Color and Sex: United States, 1975-Con. 
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Table l-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause, 
[Rates per lOO,OOO pqndaticm residing in area far specified pmp. I,,chdes each three-digit category of the Detailed List to which deaths may be assigned and selected iour- 

national Cla~sifi~aticm d Diseases 0) are 
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Table 1-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause, 
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Table l-23. Deaths and Death Rafes for Each Cause, 
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Table l-23. Deaths and Death FL&s for Each Cause, 
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by Color and Sex: United States, 197s-Con. 
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Table I-23. Deaths end Death Rates for Each Cause, 
[Rates per 100,000 ~,~lation residing in area for s&mified gmup. includes each three-digit categmg of the Detailed List to “ddc2h deaths may be assigned am, selected four. 
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Table l-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause, 
[Rates per 100,000 P00”lation residing in area for Specified grmip. InelVdeS each three-digit category Of the Detailed List to which deaths may be assigned and selected *our- 

national Clasaificatton ot messes (ED) are 
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Table l-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause, 
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Table l-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause, 
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by Color and Sex: United States, 1975~Con. 
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Table l-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause, 
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Table l-23. Deaths and Death Rafes for Each Gauss, 
[Rates per loo,oooP~ulation residingin areaforspecified group. Incl"deS each three-digit eategaryoftheDeta*le* LIsttowhich deaths maybe asslpedand seka%I*o"r- 
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Table l-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause, 
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Table l-23. De&s and Death Rates for Each Cause, 
[Rates per 100,000 Population residing ti area *or specific* grmp. InCl”deS each three-digit category Of the Detailed List to Which deaths may be assiepecl and selectEd hour- 

national classification of Diseases (ED] are 
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Table l-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause, 
patas per 1ap,ooo papulatbn residing in area for Specified group. Includes each three-digit category of the Detailed List to Which deaths may be assignell and sek.ts* four- 

national classification Of Diseases (XXI) are 
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Table l-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause, 
[Rates perlOD,OOOpDpulation residingin areaforspecified group. Includes eachthree-digit categorgoftheDetailed List to which deaths maybe assignedand selectedfour- 

timlal chssiacatton cd mseaaes @CD) are 
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by Color and Sex: United States, 1975-Con. 
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Table l-23. De&s and D&b Rates for Each Cause, 
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Table l-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause, 
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by Color and Sex: United States, 1975-Con. 

SECTJON 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY l-133 

r 
Htd.E 

WIT5 

FEHtLE 

/ 

, 

, 

, 

, 

/ 
1 

I 

I 

1 

I 

I 

, 



l-134 SECTION I- GENERAL MORTALITY 

Table l-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause, 
[Rates per 100,000 ~Dpulatim residing in area for specified group. hcl,,des each “me-digit category of the Detailed IAt to which deaths may be assigned and selected to”,‘- 

ldimval classification cd Diseases (ED) am 
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by Color and Sex: United States, 197%Con. 
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Table I-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause, 
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Table l-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause, 
[Rates per 100,000 POPuf2-tiOn residing in area for specified group. Includes each three-digit category of the Detailed List to which deaths may be assigned and selected four- 

national ClassIfIcath, of Dtseases @CD) are 
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by Color and Sex: United States, 1975-&n. 
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Table l-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Eaoh Cause, 
patee per 100,ODO population residing in area fcm specified group. Ine,“ckS each three-digit category Of the Detailed List to vddch deaths may be assi.alerl and selected mm- 

national classification 01 mscases (ED) are 

I I 



RlTE 

WHITE r WHlTE ILL OTHER 

0.0 
0.0 

0-S 0.4 

0.; 0.a 
0.0 

0.0 : 

.z 
0.1 

24 0.0 0.0 

4 0.0 0.0 

0.0 0.; 
0.0 

0.0 

0.0 0.0 

13 
: 
a 

0.0 
0.0 

0.0 

.- 
0.0 

5 
4 

4 
1 

1 

0.0 

0.0 

E 

0.0 * 

3 0.0 0.0 0.0 

124 0.1 0.1 0.0 

2,” : 

0.1 0.0 

0.0 

0.1 

E E 

.,. . . 



l-146 SECTJON I- GENERAL MORTALITY 

Table l-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause. 
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Table l-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause, 
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Table l-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause, 
[Rates per 100,000 population residing in area for specified grmp. Iocbuies each three-dig% category of the Detailed List to which deaths may be assigned and selected four- 

national Cbwsfucati~” Of Diseases (ICD) am 





SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY 

Table l-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause, 
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Table l-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause, 
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Table I-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Each Cause, 
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by Color and Sex: United States, 1975-Con. 

SECTION 1 - GENERAL MORTALITY I- 165 
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Table I-23. Deaths and Death Rates for Eaoh Cause, 
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by Month: United States, 1975 
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Table l-25. Death From 281 Selected Causes, by Specified Race 
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Table 2-5. Infant Mortality Rates for 6.5 Selected Causes by Color: United States, 1975 
pates ill-? deals under 1 year per 100,000 live births in spectft.4 gcpup. Numbers after EB”SBS Of death are category numbers of the Etghth aevtston International Classtma- 

tt0” Of Diseases, Aaapted, 1965. Asterisk tmtteates rate based on a fequency Of less than 201 

white 

7.8 
48.8 

8.9 
l19.2 
Ill.8 

IoB.0 
19.7 

lll.4 
M.0 
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Table 2-6. Infant Mortality Rates by Color: United States, Each Division and State, 1971-75 
[fates are de+tbs mder 1 gear per 1, (100 live births in specified group. *steri* indicates rate based 0” a frequenq of less than 207 

15.8 
15.0 
13.4 

BSval~--------------------------------, g:: 

%.@.tbs based or. a 5%percent sample. 
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Table 2-7. Neonatal Mortality Elates by Color: United States, Each Division and State, 1971-75 

12.4 *x2., 
m.3 X16.9 
11.4 - 
10.1 
ll.7 *::: 
ll.0 20.0 

ll.5 9.7 
12.1 *12.6 
ll.9 17.8 
ll.3 fX.8 
x3.0 15.4 
x3.1 *lo.3 
ll.4 14.2 
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-*ton, No-------------------------------------- 
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Table 2-9. Deaths Under 1 Year, by Age, Race, 
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and Sex: United States and Each State, 197.5 
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Table 29. Deaths Under 1 Year, by Age, Race, 
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and Sex: United States and Each State, 1975-Con. 
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Table 2-9. Deaths Under 1 Year, by Age, Race, 
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and Sex: United States and Each State, 1975-Con. 
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Table 2-9. Deaths Under 1 Year, by Age, Race, 
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and Sex: United States and Each State, 197%Con. 
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Table 2-9. Deaths Under 1 Year, by Age, Race, 
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and Sex: United States and Each State, 1975-Can. 
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Table 2-9. Deaths Under 1 Year, by Age, Race, 
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and Sex: United States and Each State. 1975~Con. 
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Table 2-9. Deaths Under 1 Year, by Age, Race, 
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and Sex: United States and Each State, 197%Con. 
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Table 2-9. Deaths Under 1 Year, by Age, Race, 
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and Sex: United States and Each State, 1975-Con. 
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Table 2-9. Deaths Under 1 Year, by Age, Race, 
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and Sex: United States and Each State, 1975~Con. 
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Table 2-10. Deaths Under 1 Year and Under 28 Days, by Month and Color, for the United States and Each State; and by Age and Sex for 
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Table 2-10. Deaths Under 1 Year and Under 28 Days, by Month and Color, for the United States and Each State; and by Age and Sex for 

the united states: 1975-cm. 
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Table 2-10. Deaths Under 1 Year and Under 28 Days, by Month and Color, for the United States and Each State; and by Age and Sex for 
the united states: 197~. 
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I 
I Table 2-1O:Deaths Under 1 Year and Under 28 Days, by Month and Color, for the United States and Each State; and by Age and Sex for 

the United States: 1975-&n. 
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Table 2-10. Deaths Under 1 Year and Under 28 Days, by Month and Color, for the United States and Each State; and by Age and Sex for 
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Table 2-10. Deaths Under 1 Year and Under 28 Days, by Month and Color, for the United States and Each State; and by Age and Sex for 
the United States: 1975~Con. 
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Table 2-10. Deaths Under 1 Year and Under 28 Days, by Month and Calm, for the United States and Each State: and by Age and Sex for 
the United States: 1975-Con. 
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Table 2-10. Deaths Under 1 Year and Under 28 Days, by Month and Color, for the United States and Each State; and by Age and Sex for 
the United States: 197%Con. 
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Table 2-11. Infant Mortality Rates for 65 Selected Causes: United States, 1968-75 
iBatt!a are deaths ““d-x 1 war per 10D.000 live birth% Numbers after ca”SBE Of death are category nvmbers Of the Eimh Revtston Internatloti classffkatto. of Diseases. 
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Table 2-12. Deaths Under 1 Year, Under 28 Days, and 28 Days to 11 Months, 
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Fmm 6.5 Selected Causes, by Month: United States. 1975 
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Table 2-12. Deaths Under 1 Year, Under 28 Days, and 28 Days to 11 Months, 
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From 65 Selected Causes, by Month: United States, 1975-Can. 
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Table 2-12. Deaths Under 1 Year, Under 28 Days, and 28 Days to 11 Months, 
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From 65 Selected Causes, by Month: United States, 1975-Con. 
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Table 2-13. Deaths Under 1 Year and Under 28 Days, From 65 Selected Causes, by Color, 
[Numbers after c.wses of death are category numbers of the E@,, R&ion Intermtid Classi”cfieallm of Diseases. Aktid. lC@,. Urh, lrlaces In metraDDl,tan c,m,t,ea are 

ILL CA”SES--- --_--_-___-_---_ 

i,lRRHElL DISEIsES--- -------009 
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for Population-Size Groups in Metropolitan and Nonmetropolitan Counks: United Shtes, 1975 
those with annrlatlons of 10.000 or more: urban places in nonmetroplitztn counties are those’witti populations of 10,000 or more but less than 50,000. For definition of areas, 
Appendix] - - 
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for Population-Siie Groups in Metropolitan and Nonmetropolitan Counties: United States, 1975-&n 
those With popuIatlons Of 10,000 or more; urban places ill nonmetrapolitan counties are thosz with populatimls Of 10,000 or more but less than 50,000. For definition Of areas, 

.Qwndlxl 
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Table 2-13. Deaths Under 1 Year and Under 28 Days, From 65 selecfed Causes, by Color, 

[Numbers after ca,mes of death are category numbers of the E&h”, Reddo,, I,,teraattmal Classification of Diseases, Adapted, 1965. Urban places in metropolttm co”,,ttes 81% 
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Table 2-14. Deaths Under 1 Year From 65 Seleated 

ONGENlTAL ANDMILIES-------- ----740-759 8,582 
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Causes, by Age, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975 
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Table 2-14. Deaths Under 1 Year From 65 S&&d 
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Causes, by Age, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975-Con. 
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Table 2-14. Deaths Under 1 Year From 65 Selected 
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Causes, by Age, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975-Can. 
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Table 2-14. Deaths Under 1 Year From 65 Selected 
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I Causes, by Age, Color, and Sex: United States, 1%‘5-Ch 
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Table 2-14. Deaths Under 1 Year From 65 Selected 
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1 Causes, by Age, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975-Can. 
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Table 2-14. Deaths Under 1 Year From 65 Selected 
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Causes, by Age, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975-&n. 
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Table 2-14. Deaths Under 1 Year From 65 Selected 
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I Causes, by Age, Color, ahd Sex: United States, 197%Con. 
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Table 2-14. Deaths Under 1 Year From 65 SeIected 
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Causes, by Age, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975-Can. 
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Table 2-14. Deaths Under 1 Year From 65 Selecfed 
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Causes, by Age, Color, and Sex: United states, 1gx+&n. 
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Table 2-15. Deaths Under 1 Year, Under 28 Days, and 28 Days to 11 Months, 
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Table 2-15. Deaths Under 1 Year, Under 28 Days, and 28 Days to 11 Months, 
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From 65 Selected Causes, by Color: United States and Each State. 1975-Con. 
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Table 2-15. Deaths Under 1 Year, Under 28 Days, and 28 Days to 11 Months, 
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From 65 Selected Causes, by Color: United States and Each State, 197%Con. 
Revision International Ch.sSifiC~timl of Diseases, Adapted, KJ&] 
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Table 2-15. Deaths Under 1 Year, Under 28 Days, and 28 Days fo 11 Months, 
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From 65 Selected Causes, by Color: United States and Each State. 197%Con. 
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Table 2-15. Deaths Under 1 Year, Under 28 Days, and 28 Days to 11 Months, 
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From 65 Selected Causes, by Color: United States and Each State. 197%Con. 
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Table 2-15. Deaths Under 1 Year, Under 28 Days, and 28 Days to 11 Months, 
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From 6.5 Seleckd Causes, by Color: United States and Each State, 1975-Con. 
Revision lnternatiwal Classification of Diseases, Adapted, 19651 
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Table 2-15. Deaths Under 1 Year, Under 28 Days, and 28 Days to 11 Months, 
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From 65 S&&d Causes, by Color: United States end Each State, 1975-Con. 
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Table 2-15. De&s Under 1 Year, Under 28 Days, and 28 Days to 11 Months, 
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From 65 Selected Causes, by Color: Untted States and Each State, 197%Con. 
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Table 2-15. Deaths Under I Year, Under 28 Days, and 28 Days to 11 Months, 
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From 65 Selected Causes, by Color: United States and Each State, 1975-&n. 
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Table 2-15. Deaths Under 1 Year, Under 28 Days, and 28 Days fo 11 Months, 
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From 65 Selected Causes, by Color: United States and Each State, 1975-&n. 
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Table 2-15. Deaths Under 1 Year, Under 28 Days, and 28 Days to 11 Months, 
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From 65 Sel+d Causes, by Color: United States and Each State, 1975-Con. 
Revision IntematioIw.l classification Of Diseases, *aapteq lsedi] 
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Table 2-15. Deaths Under 1 Year, Under 28 Days, and 28 Days to 11 Months, 
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From 65 Selected Causes, by Color: United States and Each State, 1975-Con. 
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Table 2.15. Deaths Under 1 Year, Under 28 Days, and 28 Days to 11 Months, 
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From 65 Selected Causes, by Color: United States end Each State, 1975-&n. 
l?E.vfsion International classificatim Of Diseases. Adaexl. is ‘65, 
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Table 3-2. Fetal Deaths and Fetal-Death Ratios by Color: United States, 1942-75 
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Table 3-4. Fetal Deaths and Fetal-Death Ratios. by Leqitimacy Status, Age of Mother, and Color: Total of 38 Reportinq Areas, 1975 
[Fetal deaths include olllp those with stated or presumed perk-3 d ge.statbn of 20 weeks or mare; see Teticb Awsdix. Ratios per 1,000 live births in speci[ied group. Fm 

ust Of states reporting hpimac.y status. see Technical *pp+i, 
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Table 3-6. Fetal Deaths by P&cd of Gestation and Color, and Fetal-Death Ratios by Color, for Metropolitan and Nonmetropolitan Counties in 

the United States and Each Geographic Division; and for Population-Size Groups in the United States: 1975 
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Table 3-6. Fetal Deaths by Period of Gestation and Color, and Fetal-Death Ratios by Color, for Metropolitan and Nometropolitan Counties in 

the United States and Each Geographic Division; and for Population-Size Groups in the United States: 197%Cm. 
[Ftatio8 per 1,000 live births h spectfkd group. Urban places in metmpofitan counties are those with populations of ID,000 or more; urban places in ~0~~tropolitan CountiS 

are “,ose with populatioos of 10,000 or more but less than 50,000. ear definition of areas, see Techid A~~endii, 
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Table 3-7. Fetal-Death Ratios by Color: United States, Each Division and State, 1971-75 
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Table 3-8. Fetal Deaths by State of Occurrence, Disbributed According to State of Residence: United States and Each State, 1975-Cm. 
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Table 3-9: Fetal Deaths by Month and Color: United States and Each State, 197’ 
o*y t - 
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Table 3-9. Fetal Deaths by Month and Color: United States and Each State, 1975-Con. 
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Table 3-9. Fetal D& by Month and Color: United States and Each State, 1975Con. 
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Table 3-9. Fetal Deaths by Month and Color: United States and Each State, 1975-Con. 



Age Of matIEr, color, and sex Of child 
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under 15 years-------------------------------------------. 
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Table 3-10. Fetal Deaths by Age of Mother, Total-Birth Order, Color, and Sex of Child: United States, 1975-&n. 
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Table 3-11. Fetal Deaths by Age of Mother and Color: United States and Each State, 1975 
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Table 3-11. Fetal Deaths by Age of Mother and Color: United States and Each State, 1975-Con 

319 



520 SECTION 3 - FETAL MORTALITY 

Table 3-l 1. Fetal Deaths by Age of Mother and Color: United States and Each State, 197.5-&n. 
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Table 3-11. Fetal Deaths by Age of Mother and Color: United States and Each State, 197.5~Con. 
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Table 3-12. Fetal Deaths by Total-Birth Order and Color: United States and Each State, 1975 
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Table 3-12. Fetal Deaths by Total-Birth Order and Color: United States and Each State, 1975--&n. 
petal deaths include only those ~4th st&d or presumed period of ~statlon of 20 weeks or more. Total-birth order refers to number of children ever born to mother, tneludii 

fetal deaths. nor the Disklet of Coii,,,bia and the States of Alabama, Catifornla, Idaly New Mexico, Tennessee, Texas, and Wisconsb,, however, the fetal-death certificate 
provides total-birth order Mormatt~n only for ~revtous live blrtbs and Ietv3 deaths of 20 weeks or more gestation. See Tecbnlcal Append&J 
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Table 3-12. Fetal Deaths by Total-Birth Order and Color: United States and Each State, 1975-‘&n. 
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Table 3-12. Fetal Deaths by Total-Bit Order and Color: United States and Each State, 1975-&x 

3-25 

PENNSYL”ANIb---------- 

WHITE---- 
ALL OTHER-- 

N”ODE ISL*ND----------------------- 

HHITE---- 
ALL OTHER-- 

SOUTH CAROLINA-- ___----___ 

NHITE-- 
ILL OTHER-- 

SO”TH LMKOTA------------ 

HHITE-- 
Au. OTHER- 



3-26 SECTION 3 - FETAL MORTALITY 

Table 3-13. Fetal Deaths by Attendant, Gestation Group, and Color: United States and Each State, 1975 
[Fetal deaths inch3e only those Ior Which the stated or presumed period Of gestation*J?&F.~.keeks or more, caO”PS n and In, or was not stated, Group Iv: see lwmlcal 
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Table 3-13. Fetal Deaths by Attendant, Gestation Group, and-color: United States and Each State, 1975+Zon. 

3-27 
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SEE FOOTNOTES AT END OF TABLE. 
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Table 3-13. Fetal Deaths by Attendant, Gestation Group, and Color: United States and Each State, 197!5-Cm. 
petal deaths incl”& onlg those Ior which the Stated or pres”iumed period d gestation was 20 v7eeks or more. 

Appendbj] 
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Table 3-14. Fetal Deaths by Birth Weight, Plurality of Birth, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975 
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Table 3-15. Fetal Deaths by Period of Gestation, Plurality of Birth, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975 
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Table 3-16. Fetal Deaths by Bi Weight and Color for the United States and Each State; and by Sex for the United States: 1975 
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Table 3-16. Fetal Deaths by Birth Weight and Color for the United States and Each State; and by Sex for the United States: 197~Con. 
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Table 3-16. Fetal Deaths by Bi Weight and Color for the United States and Each State; and by Sex for the United States: 1975-Con. 
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Table 3-17. Fetal Deaths by Period of Gestation and Color for the United States and Each State; and by Sex for the United States: 1975 
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Table 3-17. Fetal Deaths by Period of Gestaiion and Color for the United States and Each State.; and by Sex for the United States: 1975-&n. 
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Table 3-17. Fetal Deaths by Period of Gestation and Color for the United States and Each State; and by Sex for the United States: 197%Con. 
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Table 4-1. Deaths From Motor Vehicle Accidents, by Person Injured, Cause ef Death, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975 
Croelvdes each three-digit cate!zorg from mm to I3823 of the Eighth Revision International chstficatim of Diseases, naapted, 1000. Numbers after persm hjurell are ,our& 
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Table 4-1. Deaths Fmm Motor Vehicle Accidents, by Person Injured, Cause of Death, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975-Con. 
bcludes each three-d&# category from EdlO to Ed23 of the Ei@h Revislo” International Classiflction of Diseases, Adapted, 1965. Numbers after person injured ape i&b..“,- 
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Table 4-2. Deaths From Motor Vehicle Accidents, by Person 

46 occ-* Of rtceetcar (.~)-------------------------------------------- 

2 
Male.-- 
Female-- 

wnite-----a--- 

“mseipieapersrm [.9)...-------.-----....----.....------....-----...-. 
pale--. 
Female-- 

~~~.~---~~-- 
Female-- 

&-------Male---. 

Female-. 
other races--Mae---- 

F-e-- 



SECTION 4 - ACCIDENT MORTALITY 

injured, Age, Race, and Sex: United States, 1975 
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Table 4-2. Deaths From Motor Vehicle Accidents, by Person 
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Injured, Age, Race, and Sex: United States, 197.SCon. 
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Table 42. Deaths From Motor Vehicle Accidents, by Person 
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Injured, Age, Race, and Sex: United States, 1975-Con. 
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Table 43. Deaths From Motor Vehicle Accidents, by Person Injured, Color, and Sex: United States and Each State, 1975 
[Deaths are those assigned to eategorg numbers E810-E823 of ule Eighth Revision ~,,terr,ational ~,assifi~afi.,n of Diseases, Ada,,k,, ,965. 

fourth-dieit subcateeorv nmr&ersl 
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Table 43. Deaths From Motor Vehicle Accidents, by Person Injured, Color, and Sex: United States and Each State, 197%Con, 
[neatIt. are those assigned to category numbers FmWEE823 Of the Eighth RwIsion International ckmafieatlon of niseases, Adapted, 1966. Nvmbers am* por60* Injured am 
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Table 43. Deaths From Motor Vehicle Accidents, by Person Injured, Color, and Sex: United States and Each State, 1975-Con. 
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Table 4-3. Deaths From Motor Vehicle Accidents, by Person JYnjured, Color,.and Sex: United States and Each State, 1975-&n. 
[heaths are those assigned to eategary numbers EOlO-E&23 of the Eicddh Revisiao Mermtional Classification d Diseaees. Admted. 1085. Numbers after ,,e~mn idured am 
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Table 4-4. Deaths From Accidental Poisoning, by Age, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975 

-&.ua, any---------------------------------------- 

Me&-.. 

Pemale-- 
wte----Na]s--. 

Faale-- 

All other-*l~---- 
PeaaLa-- 

=arbltuRites------------------------------------------ 
MS&--- 
Female-- 

m**-----.-- 
Femk-- 

w --d(ale-- 
Iti-- 



4-16 

.4 

A-.3,.8,.9 

SECTION 4 - ACCIDENT MORTALITY 

Table 44. Deaths From Accidental Poisoning, by Age, Color, and sex: United States, 1975-Con. 
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mte---------- 
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Table 4-4. Deaths From Accidental Poisoning, by Age, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975~Con. 
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Table 4-4. D&IS From Accidental Poisoning, by Age, Color, and Sex: United States, 197%Con. 
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Table 4-5. Deaths From Nontransport Accidents, by Place of Accident, Cause of Death, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975 
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Table 45. Deaths From Nontransport Accidents, by Place of Accident, Cause of Death, Color, and Sex: United States, 197~Cm 
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M*--- 
Female-- 

.o-.3,.8,. Allathercentranerwus system deprersallts ena 
atimulrmts--------~.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~-------~~~~~~ 

yple-- 
Ppmale-- 

white---~-- 
P--- 

All other--Hale--- 
Pww.e-- 

r ELVdiavaSfY1IV arusa----------------......----------------- 
Male---- 
B3t@ik-- 

White-----Male---- 

c gast,rointertinaL ~~--------.....-.~~-~~~------~~~~~~~ 
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Table 4-5. Deaths From Nontransport Accidents, by Place of A&dent. Cause of Death, Color, and Sex United States, 1975-Con. 
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Table 4-5. Deaths From’Nontramport Accidents, by Place of Accident, Cause of Death, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975-Con. 
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Table 45. Death From Nontransport Accidents, by Place of Accident, Cause of Death, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975~Con. 

CM fifth-digit su!xategory codes] I -. 

hxcerrive cola--------------------------------------------- 
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Table 45. Deaths From Nontmnspoti &cidents, by Place of Accident, Cause of Death, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975-Con. 
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Table 45. Deaths From Nontranqmt Accidents, by Place of Accident, Cause of Death, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975-&n. 
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Table 4-5. Deaths From Nontransport Accidents, by Place of Accident, Cause of Death, Color, and Sex: United States, 1975-&n. 
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Table 4-5. Deaths From Nontransport Accidents, by Place of Accident, Cause of Death, Color, and Sex: United States., 197%-Con. 
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Table 45. Deaths From Nontransport Accidents, by Place of Accident, Cause of Death, Color, and Sex: United States, 197%Con. 
[roeludes each “tree-d,& eategorg and selected four-digit subcate~orles from EM0 to E929 of ibe Eighth Revision hkrmtbnal Classifleatioo of Diseasq Adapted, 1965. NW,- 

hers titer n,aces of accident are snecial fifth-dieit su!xateeorv mdesl 
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Table 4-6. Deaths From Nontransport Accidents, by Place 
hose asstgne.3 to cakg.ary n”mbera E850-ES29 Of the Eighth ae 
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of Accident, Age, Race, and Sex: United States, 1975 
Adapted, 1965. 
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Table 47. Deaths From Nontransport Accidents, by Place of Accident, Color, and Sex: United States and Each State, 1975 
[Deaths are those ass*gn*d to category nllmbers E85rl-*cm Of ule Eighth Revision Interr.auonal c,assmcation d Inseases, Adapted. 1965. Numbers after placse Of aedderd are 

*labs----------------------------- 
J&k--. 
Fem.h- 

White __--- *de --_. 

ceo=Bla-------------------------..- 

E&Z: 
wili~e----~F&--~ 

Fpmale-. 
All other--Male---- 

Femele-- 

- 



SECTION 4 - ACCIDENT MORTALITY 
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Table 47. Deaths From Nontmmpo~ Accidents, by Place of Accident, Color, and Sex: United States and Each State, 1975-C& 
[Deaths are those assigned to category numbers E859-E929 of the Eighth Revision Irdernatbnal Classtficatin af Diseases, Adapted, 1965. ~u,,,krs after ,,,aces ,,f accident me, 
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Table 47. Deaths From Nontransport Accidents, by Place of Accident, Color, and Sex: United States and Each State, 1975-Con. 
InnnKa.rr thnar mhy~edto category numbers &O-E929 ofthe Eighthievblanlntarnatlonal ClassincatIonof DLseases, Ada~~ted, 1965. Numbers a[ter,~lacesaf accidentare 
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Table 47. Deaths From Nontmmport Accidents, by Place of Accident, Color, and Sex: United States and Each State, 1975%-Can. 
[Deaths are those assigned to category numbers E859-E929 of the Eighth Retision Iabrmtiallal Classlticatbn cd Diseases, Adapted, 1966. 
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Explanation of the Columns of the Life Table 

Cdumn l-Age interval (x to x + n).-The age 
interval shown in column 1 is the interval between 
the two exact ages indicated. For instance, cY!o..25Yy 
means the 5year interval between the 20th birthday 
and the 25th. 

Column P-Proportion dying (,qx).-This column 
shows the proportion of the cohort who are alive at 
the beginning of an indicated age interval and who 
will die before reaching the end of that age interval. 
For example, for males in the age interval 20-25, the 
proportion dying is 0.010/Z-out of every 1,000 males 
alive and exactly 20 years old at the beginning of the 
period about 10 will die before reaching their 25th 
birthday. In other words, the ,,qx values represent 
probabilities that persons who are alive at the begin- 
ning of a specific age interval will die before reaching 
the beginning of the next age interval. The “propor- 
tion dying” column forms the basis of the life table; 
the life table is so constructed that all other columns 
are derived from it. 

Column 3%-Number surviving &).-This column 
shows the number of persons, starting with a cohort 
of 100,000 live births, who survive to the exact age 
marking the beginning of each age interval. The Z, 
values are computed from the “qx values, which are 
successively applied to the remainder of the original 
100,000 persons still alive at the beginning of each 
age interval. Thus out of 100,000 male babies born 
alive, 98,215 will complete the first year of life. and 
enter the second; 97,914 will begin the sixth year; 
96,763 will reach age 20; and 15,493 will live to age 
85. 

Column 4-Number dying (ad,).-This column 
shows the number dying in each successive age inter- 
val out of 100,000 live births. Out of 100,000 males 
born alive, 1,785 die in the first year of life, 301 in 
the succeeding 4 years, 1,010. in the 5-year period 
between exact ages 20 and 25, and 15,493 die after 
reaching age 85. Each figure in column 4 is the differ- 
ence between two successive figures in column 3. 

Columns 5 and 6-Stationary population (,L, 
and TX).-Suppose that a group of 100,000 individ- 
uals like that assumed in columns 3 and 4 is born 
every year and that the proportions dying in each 
such group in each age interval throughout the lives 
of the members are exactly those shown in column 2. 
If there were no migration and if the births were 
evenly distributed over the calendar year, the survi- 
vors of these births would make up what is called a 
stationary population-stationary because in such a 
population the number of persons living in any given 
age group would never change. When an individual 

left the group, either by death or by growing older 
and entering the next higher age group, his place 
would immediately be taken by someone entering 
from the next lower age group. Thus a census taken 
at any time in such a stationary community would 
always show the same total population and the same 
numerical distribution of that population among the 
various age groups. In such a stationary population 
supported by 100,000 annual births, column 3 shows 
the number of persons who, each year, reach the 
birthday which marks the beginning of the age inter- 
val indicated. in column 1, and column 4 shows the 
number of persons who die each year in the indicated 
age interval. 

Column 5 shows the number of persons in the 
stationary population in the indicated age interval. 
For example, the figure given for males in the age 
interval 20-25 is 481,321. This means that in a sta- 
tionary population of males supported by 100,000 
annual births and with proportions dying in each age 
group always in accordance with column 2, a census 
taken on any date would show 481,321 persons be- 
tween exact ages 20 and 25. 

Column 6 shows the total number of persons in 
the stationary population (column 5) in the indicated 
age interval and all subsequent age intervals. For ex- 
ample, in the stationary population of males referred 
to in the last illustration, column 6 shows that there 
would be at any given moment a total of 4,913,709 
persons who have passed their 20th birthday. The 
population at all ages 0 and above (in other words, 
the total population of the stationary community) 
would be 6,867,205. 

Column 7-Average remaining lifetime @,).-The 
average remaining lifetime (also called expectation of 
life) at any given age is the average number of years 
remaining to be ‘lived by those surviving to that age 
on the basis of a given set of age-specific rates of 
dying. In order to arrive at this value, it is first neces- 
sary to observe that the figures in column 5 of the life 
table can also be interpreted in terms of a single life 
table cohort without introducing the concept of the 
stationary population. From this point of view, each 
figure in column 5 represents the total time (in years) 
lived between two indicated birthdays by all those 
reaching the earlier birthday among the survivors of a 
cohort of 100,000 live births. Thus the figure 
481,321 for males in the age interval 20-25 is the 
total number of years lived between the 20th and 
25th birthdays by the 96,763 (column 3) who 
reached the 20th birthday out of 100,000 males born 
alive. The corresponding figure (4,913,709) in col- 
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umn 6 is the total number of years lived after attain- 
ing age 20 by the 96,763 reaching that age. This num- 
ber of years divided by the number of persons 
(4,913,709 divided by 96,763) gives 50.8 years as the 
average remaining lifetime of males at age 20. 

Care must be exercised in drawing conclusions 
from the figures in column 7. Thus in observing that 
the average remaining lifetime of white persons is 
greater than for those in the all other category, one 
should not conclude that the oldest ages reached by 

white persons necessarily exceed those attained by 
the most long-lived of the all other group. The differ- 
ence in the average length of life results from the fact 
that a greater proportion of all other persons die be- 
fore reaching old age. For example, the number sur- 
viving to age 65 out of 100,000 born alive is far 
greater among white persons than among all other 
persons; yet the average length of life remaining at 
age 65 is nearly the same for both groups. 
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Table 5-l. Abridged Life Tables by Color and Sex: United States, 1975 
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Table 5-l. Abridged Life Tables by Color and Sex: United States, 19X3-Con. 

AGE INTER”I\L 

PERIOD OF LIFE BETHEEN THO EXICT &ES 

ITbTED IN YEARS 

111 

XtOX+” 

HHITE 

D-1--------------------------------- 
1-3 ______ __-____-_--__-_---. 
+10------------- ---_-. 
10-15------------ __--- ____ -_. 

15-~0--------- ----- --____ --. 
zD-25------------------------------. 
25-~0---------------------------------~ 
10-35- ____________ -_----_____. 

.j5+0------------------ - 
*0+5------------ ---. 
*5+,J------ _____ --_-___. 
SO~i5------------------------ 

5cj*~--------------. 
$,~+5--------- -. 
65-,0- ---------- ------__. 
,o-,cj---------- -- 

75-0 ------- - ------- __ ----. 
80-85-------------------- 

85 AND OVER--------- 

HHlTE. HPiLE 

0 -,..- - --------_- - ___- -- -__-__---_ -. 
L-5---------------------------. 
5-10-----------------------------. 
10-15--------------------------. 

15-~0----------------------. 
20-~5------------------------------------. 
25-~0----------------------. 
3,pYJrj----------p ------. 

35-40--------------------------------- 
48-45-----------------------------. 
45-50----------------------. 
50-~5-----------------------------------. 

15-60----------------------------. 
&0+cj------- _____-___ ---_. 
~,5-70----------------------------. 
70-75---------------------. 

75-m------- ---__-__-_----~ 
alj+s- __-______ -- -----------____ 
e,j &NrJ OVER-------------------- 

HHITE, FEMALE 

o-1--------------------------------. 
15----------------------- -_---. 
5-10------------------------------. 
IO-,p---------- ___----. 

,s-zo _______ -___--- -----_ 
2#J-25 ____________ -_______-_ 
*5-30----------------------------- 
30-35----------------------. 

3$-t&- ------------- --------. 
,,oJ,s- ----- - ---- --------. 
45-50--------------------------. 
50-55 -_-_--_--______ ---__--_-- 

55-bo---------------------. 
6O-L~-----------------------------------. 
65-70---------------------------------. 
,o-,5- __________ --__---- __-. 

,5-80--------------------- -. 
80-85--------------------------- 
85 *ND OVER---------------------. 
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Table 5-1. Abridged Life Tables by Color and Sex: United States, 1975~Con. 
- 

T 
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Table 5-2. Number of Survivors at Single Years of Age, Out of 100,000 Born Alive, by Color and Sex: United States, 1975 
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~-----..----------~ 

Lo---- ----- -----------___ 

_. 

23--------------------------- 

B1---------------------------- 

2*----------------------- 

23------------------------- 

-- 

27------------ 

2+--- ---- ---------- ____ 
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5*-------------------------- 
53---------------------------- 
5)------------------------------- 
51--------------------------- 
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50 ---- ------ ----__ --__-- 
59----------------------- 
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*I----------------- 
62 ---_ - -____ --_---------_ 
(13------------------------ 
ebb--- ____ -_---- _______ 
es------- ______ ---_ 
66 I---------- -------_- 
(17------------------------ 
68---------------------- 
(rq-------- ----_--- 

,o------------------------ 
,1---------------------------- 
,2--------------- 
73----------------------------- 
,4----------------------- 
,s ------ --------__ 
,6---------------------------- 
77-------- _----- ----_-- 
,B---- ---__ -_------- 
~9---------------------------- 

80 ~~~~_--_---------_-i 
81-----_ ---_----___ 
82--------------------------- 
83 ------- --------_- 
84 -------I -----_---_- 
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Table 5-3. Expectation of Life at Single Years of Age, by Color and Sex: United States, 1975 

IGE 
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,--------- --_---- 
2------------------- 
I- ------ ---__--___ 
I--------- ---- 
5--------------------------- 
+.----- 
7---------- 
B--------- ---__ 
p------ 

ID-------- 
~~--~------------ 
12----- ___------ 
1+--.--------~ -___--- 
I,,---- -_--___ 
15------------------------- 
16-- ---- ---------- 
I,---- - -____ ------- ______ 
18------------------------------- 
19---------------------------- 

20------------------------- 
21--------------------------------- 
zz----------- ___-____ 
23------------------- 
14 ---I------- -_- ______ 
25--------------------------- 

Z&------------------ 
,g--------- _______ 
pJ -------- -_-_-___-- 
29------- --_-________ -_-----__ 

~+----------p 
31-------------------------- 
32--------------------- 
33--------------------------- 
~4-------------------------- 
35---------------m- 
36 ----- ?~~~______. 
3,------------------------- 
3*----- 
39 ___- - -_--- ----------- 

40------------------------- 
,&I-------- 
+2----------- 
,++----------- 
44-------- 
45--------------- 
46--------------- 
cr---------------------------=I 
*8---------- 
+g---- 

5D-------------------------- 
51---------- --_ 
52----------------- 
53----------------------------- 
5+--------- ---- 
5+------ 
56------------------------- 
5,---------------- ______ 
5*----------------------- 
59 -------- -----___ 

60------------- 
*1----------------p 
62----- 
63--------------------- 
64-------..- ------_-__ 
~~------.--------~ 
66------------------------- 

bT---- --- 
&.8-------- 
bs---------------------= 

~~----------~ 
,1----_- ----__- 
72 ---- ------- ___ _________ - 
,3----------------------- 
,+--------------L--- 
15 ____ -------- _______ 
,~-------------------- 
,,--..---- ----_--___ 
,8----- __---_-_----- 
,9--------------------------- 

BO -------- __---- 
B1-------- 
82------------------------- 
83------ - ------- - 
84------ -_-- 
85------------------------- 

T 

63.6 
64.4 

2: 
61:6 
60.6 
59.7 
58.7 

2.: . 



AGE, COL(IP, mm SEX 

WHliE, HPlLE 

o----------------------- 
I------------------- 
5---------------------- 
10 ------------------ 
15---------------- 
20------------------------- 
z5--------- ----- - 
30 --------------- - 
35----------------------- 

*o------------------------ 
45----------------------- 
*o----------------------- 
55------------------------- 
,yJ--p------ ---- 
85-------------------------- 
,o---------- -------- 
,~------------------ 
80-------------------------- 
8*---------------------- 

ALL OTHER, NILE 

o---------------------- 
1----------------------- 
5------------------------ 
lo---------------------- 
15 ____ --- ---I--_ 
20------------------- 
25-------------------- 
30---------------------- 
35--------------------- 

HO--------------------------- 
45----------------------- 
50---------------------------- 
55------------------------ 
bD--------------------------- 
bl---------------------------- 
,o-------- _______------. 
,5----------------- 
80-------------------------- 
85---------------------- 

WHITE, FEHALE 

o------------------------ 
I--------------------. 
9------------------------ 
,o--------------------. 
L5---------------------- 
zc,-------- --------- 
25-------------------- 
30------------------------- 
15--------------------- 

*o-------------------- 
~5------------------------. 
50------------------------- 
55----- ------ ----- 
60----------------- 
b5----------------------- 
,o-------------- 
,5---------------------- 
*+--- _____ - --------. 
85--------------------- 

ALL OTHER, FEN&E 

o-------------------- 
1--------------------- 
5----------------------- 
10----------------------- 
IS-- __-__ -_- -I------- 
*0--------------------- 
25------------------------- 
30----------------------- 
l s-------------- 

/&#-.----------------- 
r+5-------------- 
.jo ___- -_--_--_----- 
5+--------I----I- 
60----------------------- 
65--------------------- 
,o-------------------- 
,5---------------------------. 
Bf)-------------- 
85-------------------------- 
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Table 5-4. Life Table Values by Color and Sex: Death-Registration States, 1900-1902 to 191921, and United Stafes, 1929-31 to 1975-Con. 

f 
dGe. CDLOR, AND SEX 

WHITE, RbLE 

o------------------- 
1------------------------ 
5 _______ ----_-_-- 
I”--------------- 
15 ____ -_----_---___-_ 
20------------- _---- 
25 ____ ----_---__--__ 
30------------------- 
35----------- 

/&----- __-- ----- 
45-------------------------- 
5Q------------------------- 
55 ____ ___---_-__-- 
60----------------------- 
65 _____ ---__----- 
,Q-------------- 
,5-------------------- 
80--------,------------ 
85-----~------------- 

PlLL OTHER, HALE 

Q--------------------- 
I------------------ 
5--------------------- 
LO--------- 
~+--------- 
~Q---~-------- 
zp-------------- 
30---------- 
35----------- 

4Q----- 
r&---z---------- 
50--------------------- 
5+-. ------ ____-- 
(,o------------ 
6+--------- 
pp--------------- 
,5------------ 

w-- 
~+----------------- 

WHITE, FEllALE 

o-------------------------- 
r-------- 
5--------------- 
IO------------------ 
15-------------------- 
2Q----------- -_-_-- 
p------------ 
30--------------------- 
x5-----.------------ 

4Q------------------------ 
45---------------------- 
5Q-------------- 
5.j------------ 
bO----------------- 
65--------------------- 
,o------------------- 
,5--------------------- 
8Q-------------- 
*5---------- 

&LL OTHERS FEHALLE 

Q------ L---- 
I--------- 
I--------------- 
IQ----------------- 
I+------------- 
*o ---- ---------------- 
25------------------ 
3Q----------------- 
35------------------------- 

4Q--------------- 
4+--------------- 
5Q------------------- 
55--------------------- 
bO---------- 
~+.---------------- 
-fQ----~------~----- 
75------------------- 
QQ----.-------------- 
8+------------- 

[See headnote at beginning of table] 

19751 1965-71~ 1959-61 
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Table 5-5. Estimated Average Len&h of Life in Years, by Color and Sex Death-Regisimtion States, kOO-1928, and United States, 1929-75 

l- II WITE ALL rnHER 
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SECTION 

SOURCES OF DATA 

Death and fetal-death statistics 

6 - TECHNICAL APPENDIX 

Mortality statistics for 1975 are again, as for all 
previous years except 1972, based on information 
from all death records received by the National 
Center for Health Statistics (NCHS). The records are 
furnished by all the States, the District of Columbia, 
and the independent registration area of New York 
City. Mortality statistics for 1972 were based on 
information obtained from a 50-percent sample of 
death records instead of from all records, as a result 
of personnel and budgetary restrictions. Fetal death 
statistics for 1975 were based, as always, on all fetal 
death records received. 

Although the United States vital statistics system 
covers the 50 States, the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, the Virgin Islands, and Guam, in this report the 
term United States refers only to the aggregate of the 
50 States (including New York City) and the District 
of Columbia. 

Death statistics for Puerto Rico, the Virgin 
Islands, and Guam were not included for 1972 but 
are included in Section 8 of the reports for each of 
the years 1973-75. The Virgin Islands were admitted 
to the “registration area” for deaths in 1924; Puerto 
Rico, in 1932; and Guam, in 1970. Tabulations for 
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands have been regu- 
larly shown in the annual volumes from the year of 
their admission through 1971, except fot the years 
1967 through 1969. Tabulations for Guam have been 
included only for the years 1970 and 1971. Informa- 
tion for 1972 for these three areas is published in the 
respective annual vital statistics reports of the Depart- 
ment of Health of the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, the Department of Health of the Virgin Islands, 
and the Department of Public Health and Social 
Services of the Government of Guam. 

Another change from procedures for prior years, 
begun for 1971 and continued for 1972 through 
1975, is that tabulations of deaths are based on 
information from two sources. Before 1971 tabula- 
tions of deaths and fetal deaths were based solely on 
information obtained from copies of the original 
certificates. The information from these copies was 
edited, classified, and tabulated. ,For 1960 and for 
each year thereafter through 1970 all mortality 
information taken from these records has been 
transferred by NCHS to magnetic tape for computer 
processing. 

However, beginning with 1971 for demographic 
data and 1974 for medical data, tabulations are based 

on information derived from computer tapes of data 
coded by an increasing number of States according to 
NCHS specifications and provided to NCHS through 
the Cooperative Health Statistics System. The year in 
which utilization of State-coded data was begun is 
shown below for each of the 23 States now furnishing 
demographic data. 

1971 

1972 

1973 

Florida 

Maine 
Missouri 
New Hampshire 
Rhode Island 
Vermont 

Colorado 
Michigan 
New York (except 

New York City) 

1974 
Illinois 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Oregon 
South Carolina 

1975 
Maryland 
North Carolina 
Oklahoma 
Louisiana 
Tennessee 
Virginia 
Wisconsin 

Utilization of State-coded data was begun in 1974 
for two States furnishing medical data (Iowa and 
Michigan) and in 1975 for five more States furnishing 
medical data (Louisiana, Nebraska, North Carolina, 
Virginia, and Wisconsin). 

For the remaining 27 States, the District of 
Columbia, and New York City, mortality statistics for 
1975 are again based on information obtained direct- 
ly from copies of the original certificates received 
from the registration offices. All fetal-death data are 
obtained directly from copies of the original certifi- 
cates. 

Standard certificates 

Standard certificates of death and fetal death, 
issued by the Public Health Service, have served for 
many years as the principal means of attaining 
uniformity in the content of the documents used to 
collect information on these events. They have been 
modified in each State to the extent necessitated by 
the particular needs of the State or by special 
provisions of the State vital statistics law. However, 
the certificates of most States conform closely in 
content and arrangement to the standard certificates. 

The first issue of the Standard Certificate of 
Death appeared shortly before the formation of the 
registration area. Since then it has been revised 

6-3 
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periodically by the national vital statistics agency 
through consultation with State health officers and 
registrars; Federal agencies concerned with vital statis- 
tics; national, State, and county medical societies; 
and others working in such fields as public health, 
social welfare, demography, and insurance. This 
revision procedure has assured careful evaluation of 
each item in terms of its current and future usefulness 
for registration, identification, legal, medical, and 
research purposes. New items have been added when 
necessary, and old items have been modified to 
ensure better reporting or in some cases have been 

dropped when their usefulness appeared to be 
limited. 

New revisions of the standard certificates of death 
and fetal death were recommended for State use 
beginning January 1, 1968. These standard certifi- 
cates are shown in figures 6-A and 6-B. The certificate 
of death shown in figure 6-A is for use by either a 
physician or a medical examiner or a coroner. 

Two other forms of the Standard Certificate of 
Death are available; they are similar to the one shown 
except that the section on certification is designed for 
th h” e p ys~c~an’s signature on one while the other is 
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Figure 6-B 

designed for the medical examiner’s or coroner’s 
signature. 

HISTORY 

The first death statistics published by the Federal 
Government concerned events in 1850 and included 
the entire United States. These statistics were based 
on information collected during the decennial census 
of that year. Similar decennial collections were made 
by census enumerators at each census up to and 

including the census of 1900, but because of the time 
interval between the occurrence of a death and census 
enumeration, these reports were inaccurate and in- 
complete. 

In 1880 the U.S. Bureau of the Census established 
a national “registration area” for deaths. This original 
area consisted of two States-Massachusetts and New 
Jersey-the District of Columbia, and several large 
cities having efficient systems for the registration of 
deaths; by 1900 eight other States had been ad- 
mitted. For the years 1880, 1890, and 1900, mortal- 
ity data were received from the States and cities 
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included in this expanding area, but the figures for 
the entire country were still compiled from the 
reports of census enumerators. 

The annual collection of mortality statistics for 
the registration area began with the year 1900. In 
1902 the Bureau of the Census, which had previously 
functioned only in census years, was made a perma- 
nent agency by an act of Congress. This act authorized 
the Director of the Bureau of the Census to obtain 
annually copies of records filed in the vital statistics 
offices of States and cities having adequate death- 
registration systems. At that time not all States had 
enacted laws requiring the registration of deaths, and 
in many States the existing laws were poorly en- 
forced. The growth of the registration area is indi- 
cated in table 6-1. 

The death-registration area for 1900 consisted of 
10 States, the District of Columbia, and a number of 
cities located in nonregistration States. In 1900 the 
registration area included 40.5 percent of the popula- 
tion of the continental United States. The original 
registration area was predominantly urban and was 
characterized by a high proportion of white persons. 
If the reporting cities located in nonregistration 
States are excluded, the population coverage of the 
death-registration States is much lower, only 26.2 
percent of the total population of the United States. 

Statistics of fetal deaths (the term “stillbirth” was 
used for many years) were first published for the 
birth-registration area in 1918. However, they were 
not included in the reports issued for the succeeding 
3 years. Beginning with 1922, statistics of fetal deaths 
have been published each year for the birth- 
registration area. 

Table 6-l presents for each year through 1932 the 
estimated midyear population of the United States 
and the estimated midyear population of the States 
included in the registration system. Both registration 
areas included the entire United States for the first 
time in 1933. 

Prior to 1940 most of the national mortality 
tabulations published by the Bureau of the Census 
were based on data collected from the registration 
areas. However, beginning with 1940 all published 
material given in statistical series for the United 
States prior to the completion of the death- 
registration area omits data for registration cities 
located in nonregistration States and includes only 
statistics for the registration States. This change 
decreases the mortality statistics coverage of the 
United States by the exclusion of cities in nonregis- 
nation States, but it has advantages in that more 
reliable population estimates are available for the 
registration States than for smaller registration areas. 

Rates for the expanding group of death- 
registration States are approximations of rates for the 
entire Nation, and general comparisons over a long 
period of time can be made. More exact trends for 
parts of the United States can be secured through the 
use of some constant area such as the original 
registration States or the registration States in 1920. 

CLASSIFICATION OF DATA 

The principal value of vital statistics data is 
realized through the presentation of rates which are 
computed by relating the vital events of a class to the 
population of a similarly defined class. Vital statistics 
and population statistics must therefore be classified 
according to similarIy defined systems and tabulated 
in comparable groups. Even when the variables 
common to both, such as geographic area, age, race, 
and sex, have been similarly classified and tabulated, 
differences between the enumeration method of ob- 
taining population data and the registration method 
of obtaining vital statistics data may result in signifi- 
cant discrepancies. 

The general rules used in the classification of 
geographic and personal items for deaths and fetal 
deaths are set forth in two NCHS instruction 
manuals.’ a2 

The classification of certain important items is 
discussed below. 

Classification by occurrence and residence 

Tabulations for the United States and specified 
geographic areas in this report are by place of 
residence unless stated as by place of occurrence. 
Before 1970 resident mortality statistics for the 
United States included all deaths occurring in the 50 
States and the District of Columbia, with deaths of 
“nonresidents of the United States” assigned to place 
of death. “Deaths of nonresidents of the United 
States” refers to deaths that occur in the United 
States of nonresident aliens, nationals residing 
abroad, and residents of Puerto Rico, the Virgin 
Islands, and other possessions of the United States. 

1National Center for Health Statistics: Vital statistics, class&a- 
tion and coding instructions for live-birth and fetal-death records, 1975. 
NCHS InshucEion MamaI, Part 3. Health Resources Administration. 
Rockville, Md., July 1974. 

*National Center for Health Statistics: Vital statistics, demo- 
graphic classification and coding instructions for death records, 1975. 
NCHS Instruction Manual, Part 4. Health Resources Administration. 
RockviRe, Md., July 1974. 
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Beginning with 1970 deaths of nonresidents of the 
United States are not included in tables by place of 
residence. 

Tables by place of occurrence, on the other hand, 
include both deaths of residents and nonresidents of 
the United States. Consequently, for each year during 
1970-75, the total number of deaths in the United 
States by place of occurrence is somewhat greater 
than the total by place of residence. For 1975 this 
difference amounts to 2,256 deaths. 

Mortality statistics by place of occurrence are 
shown in tables l-10, 1-19, l-20, l-30, 3-1, 3-8, 7-1, 
and 7-7. 

Except for the years 1964 and 1965, deaths of 
nonresidents of the United States occurring in the 
United States have been treated as deaths of residents 
of the exact place of occurrence, which in most 
instances was an urban area. In 1964 and 1965 deaths 
of nonresidents of the United States occurring in the 
United States were allocated as deaths of residents of 
the balance of the county in which they occurred. 

Residence error.-Results of a 1960 study show 
that the classification of residence information on the 
death certificates corresponded closely to the resi- 
dence classification of the census records for the 
decedents whose records were matched.3 

A comparison of the results of this study of 
deaths with those for a previous matched record 
study of births4 shows that considerable improve- 
ment in the quality of residence data had taken place 
since 1950. The results were the same-an overstate- 
ment of events in urban areas by NCHS compared 
with the U.S. Bureau of the Census classification. The 
magnitude of the difference was substantially less for 
deaths in 1960 than it was for births in 1950. Two 
factors contribute to this difference in magnitude. 
First, addition in 1956 of an item asking if residence 
is inside or outside city limits on the standard 
certificate aided in properly allocating the residence 
of persons living near cities but outside the corporate 
limits. The second factor is that there is more 
likelihood of movement for hospital utilization for 
births than for deaths. 

3National Center for Health Statistics: Comparison of the classifi- 
cation of place of residence an death certificates and matching census 
records, United States, May-August 1960. Vital and Health Statistics. 
PHS Pub. No. 1000~Series Z-No. 30. Public Health Service, Washington. 
U.S. Government Printing Office, Jan. 1969. 

4National vital Statistics Division: Matched record comparison of 
birth certificate and census information, United States, 1950, vital 
Stat&k-Specinl Reports, Vol. 47, No. 12. Public Health Service. 
Washington, D.C., Mar. 1962. 

Geographic classification 

The rules followed in the classification of geo- 
graphic areas for deaths and fetal deaths are con- 
tained in the two instruction manuals referred to 
previously. 

The geographic codes assigned by the National 
Center for Health Statistics during data reduction of 
source information on birth, death, and fetal-death 
records are given in an NCHS instruction manual5 

For 1975 there is an unpublished computer listing 
of the geographic codes contained in the computer 
tapes. The 13-digit codes in this listing are ‘not the 
same codes as the g-digit codes for the State-city or 
State-balance of county.6 Instead each of these 
13-d@ codes is a conversion of the two J-digit codes 
into a combination code for the State-county-city 
(7 digits), together with codes for “population size,” 
SMSA’s and MSEA’s, and metropolitan and non- 
metropolitan counties. This listing for 1975 is the 
same as that used for 1970-74. It is planned that it 
will also be used for each of the remaining years in 
this decade. 

Standard metropolitan statistical areas.-Except 
in the New England States, a standard metropolitan 
statistical area (SMSA) is a county or a group of 
contiguous counties containing at least one city of 
50,000 inhabitants or more or “twin cities” with a 
combined population of at least 50,000 in the 1970 
census. In addition to the county or counties contain- 
ing such a city or cities, contiguous counties are 
included in an SMSA if, according to specified 
criteria, they are essentially metropolitan in character 
and are socially and economically integrated with the 
central city or cities.7 

In New England the U.S. Office of Management 
and Budget uses towns and cities rather than counties 
as geographic components of SMSA’s. The National 
Center for Health Statistics cannot use the SMSA 
classification for these States because its data are not 
coded to identify all towns. Instead the metropolitan 
State economic area (MSEA) established by the U.S. 

5National Center for Health Statistics: Vital statistics, vital records 
gxqaphic classification, 1970. NCHS Instruction itlanual, Part 8. 
He&h Resources Ad ministration. Rockville, Md.. 1975. 

%bid. 
7For a more complete discussion, see U.S. Bureau of the Census, 

U.S. census of Population, 1970, Number oflnhabitantss Final Report, 
PC(l)-Al, United States Summary, Washington, U.S. Government 
printing Office, 1971, and U.S. Bureau of the Budget, Standard 
Metmpolitan Statistical Areas. Washington, U.S. Government Printing 
Office, 1967. 
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Bureau of the Census, which is made up of county 
units, is used.’ 

For tables in this report numbered 7-4 and 7-8 
the SMSA’s and their component counties are those 
established by the U.S. Office of Management and 
Budget as of 1970 (except in the New England 
States) and used by the U.S. Bureau of the Census. 

Tables numbered 1-18 and 2-8, however, are 
limited to the 50 largest SMSA’s and MSEA’s (in the 
New England States) established by the Office of 
Management and Budget for 1975. These 50 largest 
units and their component counties for 1975 are 
different from those for 1970-74. 

The lists of 50 largest units for 1971-74 and for 
1975 also differed from the list for 1970. Moreover, 
the county components for some of the SMSA’s and 
MSEA’s that appear on both lists are different for 
1975 from the components for 1970. 

As a result, sometimes the number of deaths 
shown for the same-named SMSA or MSEA in tables 
7-4 and 7-8 based on units established for 1970 will 
differ from the number of deaths shown in tables 
l-18 and 2-8 based on units established for 1975. 

Standard consolidated areas.-For the metro- 
politan complexes around New York and Chicago, 
several contiguous SMSA’s and additional counties 
that do not appear to meet the formal integration 
criteria for SMSA’s but do have strong interrelation- 
ships of other kinds have been combined into the 
New York-Northeastern New Jersey and the Chicago- 
Northwestern Indiana Standard Consolidated Areas9 

Metropolitan and nonmetropolitan counties.- 
Counties included in SMSA’s or in New England 
MSEA’s are called metropolitan counties; all other 
counties are classified as nonmetropolitan. 

Population-size groups {formerly “urban” and 
“rUral” areas).-Vital statistics data for cities and 
certain other urban places in 1975 are classified 
according to the population enumerated in the 1970 
Census of Population. In this report “Population-size 
groups” refers to two groups, “Urban places” and 
“Balance of area.” “Urban places” consists of the 
following places: 

1. 

2. 

Each incorporated city and other urban places 
of 10,000 inhabitants or more. 
Each town in New England and each town- 
ship in New Jersey and Pennsylvania that had 
no incorporated municipality as a subdivision 
and had either 25,000 inhabitants or more or 

*For discussion of MSEA’s, see U.S. Bureau of the Census, State 
Economic Areas. Washington, U.S. Govemment Printing Office, 1951, 
and the first reference cited in footnote 7. 

gsee footnote 7. 

3. 

a population of 10,000 to 25,000 and a 
density of 1,500 persons or more per square 
mile. 
Each county in States other than the New 
England States, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania 
that had no incorporated municipality within 
its boundary and had a density of 1,500 
persons or more per square mile. (Arlington 
County, Virginia, is the only county classified 
as urban under this rule.) 

“Balance of area” consists of all other places. 
Before 1964 places were classified as “urban” or 

“rural.” The Technical Appendixes for earlier years 
discuss the previous classification system. 

Age 

The age recorded on the death record is the age at 
last birthday. With respect to the computation of 
death rates, the age classification used by the U.S. 
Bureau of the Census is also based on the age of the 
person in completed years. 

Race and color 

Deaths in the United States in 1975 are classified 
by race for vital statistics into white, Negro, Indian, 
Chinese, Japanese, and other races. 

The category “white” includes in addition to per- 
sons reported as “white,” those reported as Mexican, 
Puerto Rico, Cuban, and all other Caucasians. The 
category Indian includes ‘LAmerican,” ‘LAlaskan,” 
“Canadian,” “Eskimo,” and “Aleut.” If the racial 
entry on the death certificate indicates a mixture of 
Hawaiian and any other race, the entry is coded to 
Hawaiian. If the race is given as a mixture of white 
and any other race, the entry is coded to the appro- 
priate other race. If a mixture of races other than 
white is given (except Hawaiian), the entry is coded 
to the first race listed. This procedure for coding the 
first race listed has been in use for each year of the 
period 1969-75. Prior to 1969, if the entry for race 
was a mixture of Negro and any other race, except 
Hawaiian, the entry was coded to Negro. 

Most of the tables in this report, however, do not 
show data for this extended classification by race. In 
some tables the divisions are “white,” “Negro,” and 
“other.” In other tables where the main purpose is to 
isolate the major group, the classifications are simply 
“white” and “all other.” 

Race not stated.-For 1975 the number of death 
records for which the race was not stated was 5,255 
or 0.3 percent of the total deaths. Of the 5,255 
records, 4,435 come from New York. Death records 
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with race entry not stated were assigned to a racial 
designation as follows: If the preceding record was 
coded white, the code assignment is made to white; if 
the code is other than white, the assignment is made 
to Negro. For years prior to 1964 all records with 
race not stated were assigned to white except records 
of residents of New Jersey for 1962-64. 

New Jersey, 196%64.-The State of New Jersey 
omitted the race item from its certificates of live 
birth, death, and fetal death in use in the beginning of 
1962. The item was restored during the latter part of 
1962. However, the certificate revision without the 
race item was used for most of 1962 as well as 1963. 
Therefore figures by race or color for 1962 and 1963 
exclude New Jersey. For 1964, 6.8 percent of the 
death records in use for residents of New Jersey did 
not contain the race item. 

Adjustments made in vital statistics to take into 
account the omission of the race item in New Jersey 
for part of the certificates filed during 1962-64 are 
described in the Technical Appendix of Vital Stutis- 
tics of the United States for each of those data years. 

Fetal deaths 

In May 1950 the World Health Organization 
recommended for adoption for international use the 
definition of fetal death as “death prior to the 
complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of 
a product of conception, irrespective of the duration 
of pregnancy; the death is indicated by the fact that 
after such separation, the fetus does not breathe or 
show any other evidence of life such as beating of the 
heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or definite 
movement of voh&ary muscles.“l o The term “fetal 
death” was defined on an all-inclusive basis to end 
confusion arising from usage of such terms as 
stillbirth, abortion, and miscarriage. 

Shortly thereafter this definition of fetal death 
was adopted by the National Center for Health 
Statistics as the nationally recommended standard for 
registration purposes. Previously the nationally rec- 
ommended definition had been “A fetus showing no 
evidence of life after complete birth (no action of 
heart, breathing, or movement of voluntary muscle), 
if the 20th week of gestation has been reached, 
should be registered as a stillbirth.” The new defini- 
tion has been adopted by about half the States. In 
most other States, a fetal death is dermed as a birth 

lONational Office of Vital Statistics: International Recommetada- 
tiom OR Definitions of Ltia Birth and Fetal Death. PH.7 Pub. No. 39. 
Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Govennent Printing Office, 
Oct. 1950. 

of a minimum gestation period which is not a live 
birth, and live births are defined in varying detail-l1 

As another step toward increasing the comparabil- 
ity of data on fetal deaths for different countries, the 
World Health Organization recommended that in 
classifying fetal deaths for statistical purposes they be 
grouped as early, intermediate, and late. These groups 
are defined as follows: 

Less than 20 completed weeks of gestation 
(early fetal deaths) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Group I 

20 completed weeks of gestation but less than 
28 (intermediate. fetal deaths) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Group II 

28 completed weeks of gestation and over 
(late fetal deaths) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Group III 

Gestation period not classifiable in groups I, II, 
and III _....._____...__.._....................................~............ Group N 

Until 1935 the nationally recommended proce- 
dure for registration of fetal death required the filing 
of both a live-birth and a death certificate. In 1939 a 
separate Standard Certificate of Stillbirth (fetal 
‘death) was created to replace the former procedure. 
This was revised in 1949, 1955, 1956, and 1968 (see 
figure 6-B). Separate certificates of fetal death are 
now in use in all States. 

Comparability and completeness of data:-State 
requirements for registration of fetal deaths vary. The 
majority of States require registration of fetal deaths 
of gestations of 20 weeks or more. Table 3-l in 
Section 3 shows the minimum period of gestation 
required by each State for death registration. There is 
substantial evidence that not all fetal deaths for 
which registration is required are reported.’ 2 

Underregistration is more of a problem near the 
lower limit. for States having a minimum gestation 
period requirement. Failure to register fetal deaths 
near the lower limit results to a large degree from 
underestimating the gestation period. This is illus- 
trated by the fact that for areas requiring registration 
of all fetal deaths, the total number reported for 
20-23 weeks is higher than the numbers reported for 
24-27 and 28-31 weeks. For most of the other areas, 
however, the opposite is true. 

In order to maximize the comparability of data 
by year and by State, most of the tables in Section 3 

IIFor definitions used by the States, see National Center for 
Health Statistics, State Definitions of Live Births, Fetal Deaths, and 
Gestation Periods at Which Fetal Deaths are Registered, Public Health 
Service, Washington, D.C., May 1966. 

12Unpublished fetal mortality data contained in a thesis for 
Harvard School of Public Health, Apr. 1962, by Carl L. Erhardt, Sc.D., 
Director, Bureau of Records and Statistics, Department of Health, New 
York, N.Y. 
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are based on fetal deaths occurring at gestations of 20 
weeks or more. These tables also include fetal deaths 
of not stated or unknown gestation for those States 
requiring registration at 20 weeks or more only. 
Before 1969 all fetal deaths of unknown gestation 
were included. Beginning with 1969 fetal deaths of 
not stated gestation were excluded for States requir- 
ing registration of all products of conception, unless 
there was evidence, such as high birth weight, that 
those fetuses were of 20 weeks or more gestation. 

The data in table 3-3 include only fetal deaths to 
residents of those areas in the United States which 
report all periods of gestation. The areas are Arkan- 
sas, Colorado, Georgia, Hawaii, Maine, Mississippi, 
New York, and Viiginia. However, Arkansas is ex- 
cluded from this table. 

Arkansas has had a form for confidential report- 
ing of abortions beginning with data year 1971. The 
abortions reported on this form are not limited by 
legislation to those described as “induced.” It is 
believed, therefore, that most spontaneous abortions 
occurring in this State are also reported on this form 
rather than on fetal-death certificates. The introduc- 
tion of this confident&J form resulted in more com- 
plete reporting of all terminations of pregnancies. 

Although fetal deaths for all periods of gestation 
continue to be required for Colorado, only five fetal 
deaths under 20 weeks gestation were reported for 
1974. This undercount is attributable to the fact that 
Colorado did not intend to forward any copies of 
fetal-death certificates for periods of gestation under 
20 weeks to the National Center for Health Statistics 
for data years 1973-74. As a result the percentage of 
all fetal deaths under 20 weeks gestation decreased 
from 65 percent for 1972, to 2 percent for 1973, and 
to 1 percent for 1974. For 1975, however, Colorado 
did send in copies of fetal-death certificates for 
periods of gestation under 20 weeks. These early fetal 
deaths accounted for 68 percent of all fetal deaths 
reported for Colorado for 1975. 

The large increase in the number of fetal deaths 
reported for Hawaii for 1974 and 1975 over the 
number reported for 1973 results from the fact that 
to obtain the total number of fetal deaths for 1974 
and 1975, the cause of death section of both the 
short and long forms of the fetal-death certificates 
used by this State was examined. Hawaii adopted 
liberalized abortion laws in 1970. For the years 
1970-73, NCHS accepted the short form as an 
“Abortion form” without examining the cause of 
death. When the short forms for 1974 and 1975 were 
examined, it was found that they were used to report 
other fetal deaths as well as abortion. 

For Maine the increase in the number of fetal 
deaths under 20 weeks gestation from 17 for 1973 to 

257 for 1974 results from NCHS erroneously classify- 
ing some mduced abortions as fetal deaths. Inasmuch 
as most of these abortions probably occurred before 
20 weeks gestation, their erroneous inclusion should 
not affect appreciably the data for fetal deaths of 20 
weeks or more gestation. With the correction of this 
error the number of fetal deaths under 20 weeks 
gestation reported for 1975 for Maine was 58. 

Some livebom infants who die shortly after birth, 
particularly those born prematurely who die before 
the umbilical cord is severed or while the placenta is 
still attached, may be erroneously reported as fetal 
deaths. This type of error may be more of a problem 
in States lacking a precise definition of fetal deaths. 

Georg&z.-Beginning with data year 1975 .fetal 
deaths occurring in Georgia are reported only to the 
State and County level. Fetal deaths assigned to 
urban places in table 7-l are those occurring outside 
of Georgia to residents of Georgia. 

Massachusetts.-Figures for 1967 exclude ap- 
proximateIy 100 fetal deaths recorded in Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, primarily to residents of the 
city of Worcester. Figures for 1966 and those for 
1963 exclude approximately 300 fetal deaths that 
were recorded in Boston, to residents of Suffolk 
County, for the most part. Microfilm copies of these 
records were not received by NCHS, and as a result 
numbers of fetal deaths for these cities and counties 
and for the State are understated. The fetal-death 
ratio for the State is understated by about 8 percent 
for 1967, and by about 23 percent for 1966. 

Period of gestation.-The period of gestation is 
the number of completed weeks elapsed between the 
first day of the last menstrual period and the date of 
delivery, irrespective of whether the product of 
conception was livebom or born without evidence of 
life. The first day bf the last normal menstrual period 
(LMP) is used 3s the initial date since it can be more 
accurately determined than the date of conception, 
which usually occurs 2 weeks after LMP. When the 
period of gestation is reported in months on the 
certificate, it is allocated to gestation intervals in 
weeks as follows: 

l-3 months to under 16 weeks 
4 months to 16-19 weeks 
5 months to 20-23 weeks 
6 months to 24-27 weeks 
7 months to 28-31 weeks 
8 months to 32-35 weeks 
9 months to 40 weeks 

10 months and over to 43 weeks and over 

With the adoption of the 1968 revision of the 
fetal-death certificate and the increased use of the 
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first day of LMP by the reporting areas, the errors in 
reporting iength of gestation have been minimized. 
The proportion of fetal deaths assigned to gestation 
of 36 and 40 weeks has diminished; while the 
proportion of gestations of 37-39 weeks and 41 
weeks and gestation length not stated has increased. 
In 1975 the areas using LMP were as follows: 

Alaska Louisiana 
Arizona Maine 
California Maryland 
Colorado Massachusetts 
District of Michigan 

Columbia Minnesota 
Florida Mississippi 
Georgia Missouri 
Hawaii Montana 
Illinois Nebraska 
Indiana Nevada 
Iowa New Hampshire 
Kansas New Jersey 
Kentucky New York 

North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Utah 
Vermont 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wyoming 

Birth weight.-In practically all registration areas 
birth weight is reported in terms of pounds and 
ounces rather than in grams. However, the metric 
system has been used in tabulating and presenting the 
statistics to facilitate comparison with other data 
published in the United States. The equivalent of the 
gram intervals in pounds and ounces are as follows: 

500 grams or less = llb lozorless 
501-1,000 grams = llb Zoz- 21b 3 oz 
l,OOl-1,500 grams = 21b 4 oz- 3 lb 4 oz 
1,501-2,000 grams = 3 lb 5 oz- 41b 6 oz 
2,001-2,500 grams = 41b 7oz- 51b 8oz 
2,501-3,000 grams = 5 lb 9 oz - 6 lb 9 oz 
3,001-3,500 grams = 6lblOoz- 7lblloz 
3,501-4,000 grams = 7 lb 12 oz - 8 lb 13 oz 
4,001-4,500 grams = 81b 14 oz - 9 lb 14 oz 
4,501-5,000 grams = 9lb15oz-lllb Ooz 
5,001 grams or more = 11 lb 1 oz or more 

Race and color.-The race of the fetus is ordinar- 
ily classified to the race of the parents. If the parents 
are of different races, the following rules apply: (1) 
When only one parent is white, the fetus is assigned 
the other parent’s race. (2) When neither parent is 
white, the fetus is assigned the father’s race with one 
exception: If the mother is Hawaiian or Part- 
Hawaiian, the fetus is classified as Hawaiian. 

When the race of one parent is missing or 
ill-defined, the race of the other determines that of 
the fetus. When race of both parents is missing, the 

race of the fetus is allocated to the specific race of 
the fetus on preceding record. 

Total-birth order.-The number of a birth or a 
fetal death in the total birth order is the sum of the 
births and fetal deaths which a mother has had 
including the birth being recorded. For example, if a 
mother has previously given birth to two live babies 
and to one born dead, the next event to occur, 
whether a live birth or fetal death, is counted as 
number four in the total-birth order. 

In the 1956 and 1968 revisions of the Standard 
Certificate of Fetal Death, the item on previous fetal 
loss included all fetal deaths regardless of gestation 
period. The majority of States have adopted this 
change on their certificates of birth and of fetal 
death. In these States the proportion of mothers of 
first livebom children reported as having had a 
previous fetal loss has increased because of this 
change. For this reason, the data in tables 3-10 and 
3-12 are not completely comparable with similar data 
published for years before 1956. 

The following registration States requested in- 
formation on all previous fetal deaths (fetuses born 
dead at any time after conception) on certificates of 
live birth and fetal death in use during 1975: 

Alaska Maine Ohio 
Arizona Maryland Oklahoma 
Arkansas Massachusetts Oregon 
Colorado Michigan Pennsylvania 
Connecticut Minnesota Rhode Island 
Delaware Mississippi South Carolina 
Florida Missouri South Dakota 
Georgia Montana Utah 
Hawaii Nebraska Vermont 
Illinois Nevada Virginia 
Indiana New Hampshire Washington 
Iowa New Jersey West Virginia 
Kansas New York Wyoming 
Kentucky North Carolina 
Louisiana North Dakota 

The total number of fetal deaths shown in tables 
3-10 and 3-12 is limited to those with stated or 
presumed period of gestation of 20 weeks or more. 
The determination, however, of the total-birth order 
for these fetal deaths is based on the number of 
previous live births and fetal deaths for all periods of 
gestation, except for those live births and fetal deaths 
occurring to residents of the District of Columbia and 
the following seven States: Alabama, California, 
Idaho, New Mexico, Tennessee, Texas, and Wisconsin. 
The fetal-death certificates of these States provide 
total-birth order information only for previous live 
births and fetal deaths of 20 weeks or more gestation. 
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Thus the total-birth order for the District of 
Columbia and these seven States is based on fewer 
fetal deaths than would be the case if their fetal-death 
certificates had requested the number of previous 
fetal deaths for all periods of gestation, as do the 
certificates used by the other 43 States. It follows, 
therefore, that the total-birth order given in table 
3-12 for these 43 States is not strictly comparable 
with that given for the District of Columbia and the 
remaining 7 States. 

Legitimacy status.-Tabulations with legitimacy 
as a characteristic include only States which provided 
for reporting this item on their certificates of Iive 
birth and fetal death in 1975. These States are as 
follows: 

Alabama 
Alaska 
Arizona 
Colorado 
Delaware 
District of 

Columbia 
Florida 
Hawaii 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 

Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Nebraska 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Oklahoma 

-Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 
utah 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 

There are no quantitative data on the characteris- 
tics of unwed mothers who may misreport legitimacy 
status of the fetus or who fail to register fetal deaths. 
Underregistration may be greater in the illegitimate 
group than in the legitimate. 

Age of mother.-The fetal-death certificate asks 
for the mother’s “age (at time of delivery),” and the 
ages are edited in NCHS for upper and lower limits. 
When mothers are reported to be below 10 years of 
age or age 50 years and above, the age of the mother 
is considered not stated and is assigned as follows: 
Age on all fetal-death records with age of mother not 
stated is allocated according to the age appearing on 
the record previously processed for a mother of 
identical color and having the same total-birth order 
(total of fetal deaths and live births). 

Cause of death 

Beginning with data year 1968 the cause-of-death 
statistics published by the National Center for Health 
Statistics have been classified in accordance with the 
Eighth Revision International Classification of Dir- 

eases, Adapted for Use in the United States 
(ICDA),’ 3 which is based on the 1965 Revision of 
the International Classification of Diseases (ICD).’ * 
The ICDA gives greater detail and specificity in 
some categories than is provided by the Eighth 
Revision of the ICD. Complete correspondence be- 
tween these two classifications was maintained at the 
three-digit level, but new four-digit subdivisions were 
created in various parts of the ICDA. Where neces- 
sary, existing four-digit subdivisions are renumbered 
to accommodate the additional subcategories in 
logical sequence. In the ICDA, subdivisions which do 
not correspond exactly with the ICD are identified by 
asterisks. In this report the four-digit subcategory 
numbers which differ from those in the ICD are also 
shown with asterisks. 

In addition to specifying that the Classification be 
used, the World Health Organization recommended 
special lists for mortality tabulations-the Detailed 
List, consisting of all three-digit categories; List A, 
the List of 150 Causes for Tabulation of Morbidity 
and Mortality; List B, the List of 50 Causes for 
Tabulation of Mortality; and List P, the list of 100 
Causes for Tabulation of Perinatal Morbidity and 
Mortality. The recommended tabulation lists have 
been modified for use in the National Center for 
Health Statistics. 

The Each-Cause List is made up of each three- 
digit category of the Detailed List to which deaths 
may be assigned and each four-digit subcategory of 
the ICDA to which deaths may be assigned. For 
category 412 the fourth digits .l, .2, -3, and .4 are 
used instead of the fourth digits .O and .9 which 
appear in the ICDA. The each-cause table (l-23) does 
not show the fourth-digit subcategories provided for 
Motor vehicle accidents (E810-E823). However, these 
subcategories, which identify persons injured, are 
shown in the accident tables (Section 4). Special 
fifth-digit subcategories are also used in the accident 
tables to identify place of accident when deaths from 
nontransport accidents are shown. 

The List of 281 Selected Causes of Death is an 
extension of List A designed so that with one 
exception the original groups can be obtained by 

combining titles. The individual titles in List A for 

13National Center for Health Statistics: Eighth Rewk’on Interna- 
tional Ctasnificntion of Diseases. Adapted for Use in the United States. 
PHS Pub. No. 1693. Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Govem- 
ment printing Office, 1967. 

l*World Health Organization: Manual of the International Statist& 
calClossification of Diseases, Injmies, and Causes ofDeath, Based on the 
Recommendations of the Eighth Revision Conference, 1965. Geneva. 
World Health Organization, 1967. 
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Certain causes of mortality in early infancy are 
shown as one group title in tables using the List of 
281 Selected Causes. The individual categories are 
shown in the tables using the List of 65 Selected 
Causes of Infant Death, which was created by 
extending some titles in List P and by combining 
others. Titles in List P not shown in this list may be 
found in the each-cause table with the exception of 
causes of death in List P that are applicable only to 
fetal deaths. 

The List of 69 Selected Causes of Death is an 
extension of List B; however, certain causes of low 
frequency in the United States are not shown 
separately. These causes are Cholera, Typhoid fever, 
Plague, Diphtheria, Smallpox, Typhus and other 
rickettsioses, and Malaria. 

The List of 34 Selected Causes of Death for 
Detailed Geographic Areas was created by combining 
titles in the List of 69 Selected Causes. 

These lists were designed to be as comparable as 
possible to the NCHS lists most recently in use under 
the Seventh Revision. In several instances this could 
not be done. No attempt will be made here to 
enumerate these changes. However, the following 
changes are especially worth noting. The group title 
Major cardiovascular diseases (ICDA Nos. 390-448) 
includes all of the titles in “Section VII. Diseases of 
the circulatory system” of the Eighth Revision except 
the following one: Diseases of veins and lymphatics 
and other diseases of circulatory system (ICDA Nos. 
450-458). 

The most nearly comparable group title in the 
Seventh Revision is Diseases of cardiovascular system 
(ICD Nos. 330-334,400-468). 

Both of these group titles include the first and 
third leading causes of death-Diseases of heart 
(ICDA Nos. 390-398, 402, 404, 410-429) and Cere- 
brovascular diseases (ICDA Nos. 430-438). They also 
both include Diseases of arteries, arterioles, and 
capillaries (ICDA NOS. 440-448). The comparable 
title in the Seventh Revision for these latter diseases 
is Diseases of arteries (ICD Nos. 450-456). But the 
group title Diseases of Cardiovascular system (ICD 
Nos. 330-334, 400-468) in the Seventh Revision 
includes also the title Diseases of veins and other 
diseases of circulatory system (ICD Nos. 460-468). 
These diseases of veins and other diseases of circula- 
tory system (assigned by the Eighth Revision of 
ICDA Nos. 450-458) are not included, however, 
under the Eighth Revision group title Major cardio- 
vascular diseases (ICDA NOS. 390-448). 

Effect of decennial list revisions.-The Intema- 
tional Lists, in use in this country since 1900, have 
been revised decennially in order that the disease 
classification may be consistent with advances in 

medical science and changes in diagnostic practice. 
Each decennial revision of the International Lists has 
produced some break in comparability of cause-of- 
death statistics. For the first five revisions, the 
continuity in the mortality trends is not considered a 
problem of great concern. Van Buren described some 
of the major shifts in the cause-of-death statistics up 
to the Fifth Revision (1938) due to changes in the 
Classification of causes of death.’ 5 Dunn and 
Shackley measured the change in mortality statistics 
by cause due to the Fifth Revisi0n.r 6 

This was done by coding mortality records for 
1940 by the 1929 and 1938 revisions. The results of 
the study have been useful in evaluating the effects of 
the Fifth Revision and changes in the joint-cause 
selection procedure. 

Sixth Revision.-The Sixth Revison of the Inter- 
national Lists of Diseases and Causes of Death was 
adopted by the World Health Organization in July 
1948 and used for mortality data in the United States 
from 1949 through 1957. This revision represented a 
more sweeping change than any previous revision. 
The classification scheme was expanded considerably 
to provide specific categories for nonfatal diseases 
and injuries in order to provide a classification which 
could be used for coding morbidity as well as 
mortality records. 

In addition to the expanded scope of the Sixth 
Revision of the International Classification, there was 
a major change in the method of selection of the 
cause of death for primary tabulation. A large 
proportion of death certificates filed annually in the 
United States report two or more diseases or condi- 
tions as causes of death. General statistical practice 
requires that cases involving more than one cause of 
death be assigned to a single cause, making it 
necessary to select the one cause to which the death 
will be assigned. The method of selection has an 
important effect upon the resulting statistics. 

In 1948 the World Health Assembly adopted, 
along with the Sixth Revision of the International 
Lists, a form of medical certification and rules for 
classification of the underlying cause of death for 
international use. The form of medical certification in 
the Standard Certificate of Death is shown in figure 
6-A. It is designed to facilitate the selection of the 

‘3U.S. Bureau of the Census: Some things you can’t prove hy 
mortality statistics, by G. H. Van Buren. lrital Statistics--Special 
Refmrts, Vol. 12, No. 13. Washington, D.C., Jan. 1940. 

16~s. hreau of the census: comparison of cause-of-death 
axiignments by the 1929 and 1938 Revisions of the International Lists, 
deaths in the United States, 1940, by H. L Dunn and W. Shackky. 
Vital Statistic-Special Reports, Vol. 19, No. 14. Washiion, D.C., 

June 1944. 
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underlying cause of death when two or more causes 
are recorded. In general if the certification is com- 
pleted properly, the underlying cause of death 
entered by the physician is the cause to be tabulated. 
This procedure, used in the United States beginning 
with deaths in 1949, differs markedly from that used 
in previous years. Formerly, definite priority relation- 
ships were set up for combinations of causes reported 
on the death certificate. The single cause to be 
tabulated was chosen according to these fixed rules. 

Comparability between the Sixth and F$th 
Rqisions.-In order to maintain a time series of 
mortality rates for comparable causes, the Intema- 
tional Conference for the Sixth Revision of the 
International Lists recommended that deaths for a 
country as a whole in the year 1949 and 1950 be 
coded according to both the Sixth and Fifth Revi- 
sions. In the United States, 1950 mortality data were 
used for the dual coding. The differences resulting 
horn the use of the two revisions are expressed by a 
factor termed the comparability ratio. This is the 
number of deaths assigned to a particular cause under 
the Sixth Revision divided by the number of deaths 
assigned to that cause using the Fifth Revision.’ ’ ,r ’ 

Seventh Revision.-Beginning with 1955 the de- 
cennial conferences for revision of the International 
Lists are held in years ending in 5 rather than later in 
the decade as had been done previously. This is to 
make possible the use of revised classification for 
mortality data beginning with years ending in 8. The 
new cycle provides time to assess the effect of new 
provisions and variations in interpretation before the 
next census. Thus stable mortality data will be 
available for use in the population figures .from the 
decennial census. 

Changes in the Seventh Revision were held to a 
minimum because of the relatively short experience 
with the Sixth Revision. In compliance with a 
recommendation of the Expert Committee on Health 
Statistics, the changes were limited to essential ones 
and amendments of errors and inconsistencies. Provi- 
sions previously contained in an addendum’ ’ were 

17Natioti Center for He&b Statistics: Comparability of mortal- 
ity Statistics for the Fife and Sixth Revisions, United States, 1950, by 
hf. M. Faust and A. B. Dolman. Vital Statics-S@ciaZ Reports. Vol. 
51, No. 2. Public Health Service. W&ii&on, D.C., Dec. 1963. 

18National Center for He&b Statistics: Comparability ratios 
based on mortality statistics for the Fifth and Sixth Revisions, United 
States, 1959, by M. M. Faust and A. B. Dolman. Vital Statistics- 
Special Reports, Vol. 51, No. 3. Public Health Service. Washington, 
D.C., Feb. 1964. 

19World Health Organization: Manual of the InternationdStah’sti- 
caZ CIossfication of Dism.ws, Injwies, and Causes of Death, Addendum 
1, SlrppZenzenta?y Interywetations and Instructions for Coding Causes of 
Death. Geneva. World Health Organization, 1953. 

integrated into the manual.20 Since these provisions 
had been used with the Sixth Revision, they did not 
represent classification changes. The only change 
made in three-digit categories consisted of rewording 
a few titles. In a few cases the rewording included 
redefining morbid conditions classifiable to these 
categories and transferring certain terms from one 
category to another. The three-digit categories which 
were affected are listed in Section 1, Volume I, of 
Vital Statistics of the United States, 1958. There 
were also a number of changes in four-digit sub- 
categories, consisting mostly of the addition of 
subdivisions to provide more detailed classification of 
malignant neoplasms of specified sites. The three-digit 
categories for which there were additions, deletions, 
or changes in the four-digit subcategories are also 
listed in Section 1 of the 1958 report. 

The international rules for selecting the cause of 
death for primary mortality classification were recast 
for use with the Seventh Revision to simplify them 
and to organize them from the viewpoint of the coder 
making the cause-of-death assignment. The intent of 
the rules remains the same, that is, to code the cause 
which the medical certifier judged to be the underly 
ing cause starting the train of events leading directly 
to death. In recasting the rules, some interpretations 
were modified-mainly those involving selection of 
the underlying cause for improperly completed certi- 
fications. In adapting coding procedures to reporting 
practices in the United States, some additional 
changes in interpretations were made. 

br the majority of cases, application of the rules 
for the Sixth Revision and those for the Seventh 
resulted in the same code assignment. There were 
some differences in individual assignments affecting a 
number of categories. Many of these individual 
assignments were compensatory and resulted in no 
detectable discontinuity of trends for various causes 
of death; the comparability of a number of categories 
was affected to a limited extent. 

Comparability between the Seventh and Sixth 
Revisions.-In order to estimate the magnitude of the 
effect of the Seventh Revision upon the comparabil- 
ity of mortality trends for various causes, a lo-per- 
cent sample of deaths in 1958 was classified using 
both the Sixth and Seventh Revisions. The compara- 
bility ratios for selected causes and a discussion of the 
results of this study are published in “Comparability 

2OWorld Health 0rganization:Mmznnl of the International Stat&i- 
calCh.wz~kation of Diseases, Injwies, and Causes of Death, &ased on the 
Recommendations of the Seventh Revision Conference, 1955. Geneva. 
World Health Organization, 1957. 
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of Mortality Statistics for the Sixth and Seventh 
Revisions, United States, 1958.“2 ’ 

Eighth Revision. -The Eighth Revision contains 
major modifications in several sections of the lists. 
Also, the international rules for selecting the underly- 
ing cause have been simplified. In addition, changes 
have been introduced in the special rules and deci- 
sions which adapt the coding procedures to reporting 
practices in the United States. 

The Detailed List of the Eighth Revision consists 
of 671 categories of diseases and morbid conditions, 
182 categories for classification of the external cause 
of injury, and 187 categories for characterization of 
injuries according to the nature of the lesion. These 
detailed categories are designated by three-digit num- 
bers. There are also four-digit subcategories in the 
ICDA that provide further specificity or more infor- 
mation regarding etiology or manifestations of the 
disease. The classification is arranged in 17 main 
sections, or chapters. The important changes are 
summarized for each of these sections in the intro- 
duction to the ICDA, pages xxiv-xxviii. Following are 
some of the many changes made: 

Infective and parasitic diseases.-In the Seventh 
Revision, list titles for diarrheal conditions were 
scattered over several sections of the Classifica- 
tion. In the Eighth Revision all the Seventh 
Revision subdivisions for these conditions, includ- 
ing those for infants, are brought together under 
one category, D&heal diseases (009). 

Diseases of the nervous system and sense 
organs. -Vascular lesions affecting central nervous 
system (330-334) in the Seventh Revision has 
been transferred in the Eighth Revision to Section 
VII, Diseases of the circulatory system, where 
they appear as Cerebrovascular diseases (430- 
438). 

Certain causes of permatal morbidity and 
mortality.-This section represents an integration 
of Section XV (Certain diseases of early infancy) 
and Classification of causes of stillbirth (Y30- 
Y39) in the Seventh Revision. The age qualifica- 
tions used in previous revisions to classify the 
same conditions in or outside this section have 
been deleted. For example, Pneumonia of new- 
born (763) of the Seventh Revision is no longer in 

this section. Instead, it is included in the Eighth 
Revision with Pneumonia (480-486), to which 
pneumonias are assigned without regard to age. 

Accidents, poisonings, and violence.-A new sub- 
section (E980-E989) has been introduced for the 
classification of deaths where it was not possible 
for the certifier to determine whether the injuries 
were accidentally or purposely inflicted. 

Comparability between the Eighth and Seventh 
Revisions.-In order to measure the degree of discon- 
tinuity in cause-of-death statistics resulting from the 
introduction ‘of the Eighth Revision, provisional esti- 
mates of selected comparability ratios based on dual 
coding of a stratified sample of 1966 death certifi- 
cates by the Seventh and Eighth Revisions of the 
International Classification of Diseases were com- 
puted. These ratios appear in the Monthly Vital 
Statistics Report of the National Center for Health 
Statistics, Volume 17, Number 8, Supplement; and in 
Comparability of Mortality Statistics for the- Seventh 
and Eighth Revisions of the International Classifica- 
tion of Diseases, United States, Vital and Health 
Statistics, Series 2, No. 66, DHEW Pub. No. (HRA) 
76-1340. 

Coding in 1975.-The National Center for Health 
Statistics usually prepares for its cause-of-death cod- 
ing clerks an instructron manual which contains 
decisions and interpretations that apply each year. 
These manuals are revised annually chiefly to bring 
coding procedures into alignment with new develop- 
ments in reporting practices and in medical opinions 
as to the etiology and casual relationship of diseases 
and to eliminate inconsistencies in coding proce- 
dures.22 No significant coding changes occurred for 
1975. 

Significant coding changes during the Eighth 
Revision--Beginning with 1969 a special four-digit 
subcategory Chronic obstructive lung disease 
(*519.3) has been added to obtain the number of 
certificates on which medical certifiers have entered 
this more general term rather than a more specific 
diagnosis of chronic bronchitis, emphysema, or 
asthma The number of certificates assigned to 
(*519.3) increased from 2,704 for 1969 to 17,593 
for 1975. It is necessary to add together the number 
of deaths assigned to this new four-digit category and 

2lNational Center for He&h Statistics: Comparability of mortal- 22National Center for Health Statistics: Vital statistics, instiuc- 
ity statistics for tbe Sixth and Seventh Revisions, United States, 19.58, tions for classifying the underlying cause of death, 1975. NCHS 
by M. M. Faust and A. B. Dolman. Vital Statistics-Special Reports, Instruction Manual, Part 2a. Health Resources Administration. Rock- 
Vol. 51, No. 4. Public Health Service. Washington, D.C., Mar. 1965. vi&, Md., Sept. 1974. 
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the number of deaths assigned to Bronchitis, emphy- 
sema, and asthma (ICDA Nos. 490-493) to obtain a 
measure of mortality from all chronic obstructive 
lung diseases. 

To provide that deaths would not be assigned to 
Chronic obstructive lung disease (“519.3) if a more 
specific diagnosis such as chronic bronchitis, emphy- 
sema, or asthma also appeared on the death certifi- 
cate, the coding procedures were updated for 1971 
and 1972 data years in accordance with the linkages 
below: 

*519.3 chronic obstructive lung disease without 
mention of asthma, bronchitis, or cm- 
physema 

Excludes conditions in “519.3 with condi- 
tions in: 

490 Bronchitis (491) (Chronic bronchitis) 
491 (Chronic bronchitis) (491) 
492 (Emphysema)(492) 
493 (Asthma)(493) 

But the limitation imposed by these linkage provi- 
sions did not alter the upward trend in the number of 
deaths assigned to Chronic obstructive lung disease 
without mention of asthma, bronchitis, or emphyse- 
ma (“519.3). The number of deaths assigned to 
(*519.3) increased from 6,321 for 1971 to 8,210 for 
1972. 

Under the Eighth Revision of the ICDA, deaths 
assigned to “chronic obstructive lung disease,” or 
“chronic obstructive pulmonary disease,” were 
assigned to Other diseases of lung (ICDA No. 519.2). 
Despite the transfer to these deaths from this 
category to the new category Chronic obstructive 
lung disease (*No. 519.3), the number of deaths 
assigned to Other diseases of lung (ICDA No. 519.2) 
also continued to increase-from 1,306 deaths for 
1969 to 2,007 for 1975. 

Also beginning with 1971, a special four-digit 
subcategory (*E854.8) has been added to identify 
“acute narcotism, not otherwise specified,” whether 
or not the circumstances were undetermined. Also, a 
preference will be given to Drug dependence (ICDA 
No. 304) when a statement of drug dependence or a 
synonymous term appears on the certificate with 
mention of poisoning by certain addictive drugs. 

In addition, beginning with 1971, the term 
cerebral sclerosis (general) is classified to Generalized 
ischemic cerebrovascular disease (ICDA No. 437) 
rather than to Other demyelinating diseases of central 
nervous system (ICDA No. 341). As a result of this 
transfer the number of deaths assigned to this latter 
category decreased from 569 for 1970 to 96 for 
1971. 

For 1973 the significant coding changes were 
concerned with the “sudden infant death syndrome” 
(SDS). 

SIDS, frequently called “crib death” or “cot 
death,” has been defined as the sudden and unex- 
pected death of a previously healthy infant (usually 
between 1 and 6 months of age) which remains 
unexplained after careful post mortem studies. SIDS 
almost always occurs during sleep periods. This 
phenomenon seldom occurs in an infant under 1 
month or over 1 year of age. There are no specific 
symptoms identifiable with SIDS. Therefore, SIDS 
camrot be predicted, even by a physician, and in the 
light of present knowledge SUDS cannot be prevented. 
An autopsy usually reveals congestion and edema of 
the lungs and minor inflammatory changes in the 
respiratory system. In about 85 percent of the cases 
intrathoracic petechial hemorrhages are found. HOW- 

ever, evidence of a conventionally accepted lethal 
lesion(s) is lacking. Because of these characteristic 
features, experts and researchers in the field consider 
SIDS a clearly identifiable distinctive entity even 
though the cause and mechanism of death remain 
LUlkTlOWIl. 

Estimates of the number of SIDS deaths vary, but 
the figure most commonly quoted by researchers for 
1975 is about 7,500. Efforts to obtain accurate data 
on the incidence of SIDS have been hampered by a 
number of factors. Among these are 

1. The failure of a number of physicians, coro- 
ners, and medical examiners to diagnose and/or 
report SIDS as the cause of death. 

2. The lack of uniformity in the terminology 
used to describe SIDS. 

3. The absence of a category in the Eighth 
Revision International Classification of Diseases, 
Adapted for Use in the United States (ICDA), which 
identifies SIDS. 

4. The reluctance on the part of certifiers to 
report conditions that they feel may be regarded as 
unacceptable by vital statistics offices, and 

5. The reporting of conditions, including inciden- 
tal autopsy findings, that were in fact unrelated to 
death on the certificates of death for infants who 
actually died from SIDS. 

NCHS has modified the ICDA and the procedures 
for classifying information recorded on the death 
certificate to facilitate the identification and analysis 
of data related to known and suspected cases of 
SDS. 

Three fourth-digit subdivisions have been created 
under ICDA category 795 (Sudden death). These 
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subdivisions together with the inclusion terms are as 
follows: 

“795.0 Sudden infant death syndrome, under 1 
year of age 

*795.1 

*795.2 

Acute fatal infant syndrome 
Cause unknown 
Cot or crib death 
Died without sign of disease, so stated 
Found dead (in bed, cot, cradle, crib, 

etc.) (infant) 
Infant found in bed 
Other unknown and unspecified causes, 

so stated 
SDII, SID, SIDS, SUDI, SUID 
Sudden death (in infancy) (infant) syn- 

drome) (unattended) (unexpected) 
(unexplained) 

Undetermined (cause) (in infancy) (in- 
fant) 

Unexpected death (in infancy) (infant) 
Unexplained death (in infancy) (infant) 
Unknown (cause) 
Sudden death syndrome, 1 year of.age 
The same terms under “795.0 when age 

is 1 year 
All other sudden deaths, age 2 years 

and over 

Died suddenly Fell dead 
Dropped dead Sudden death 

It should be noted that two of the above sub- 
divisions (i.e., “795.0 and *795.1) include severalterms 
that were previously included under ICDA categories 
796.2, Found dead (cause unknown), 796.3, Died 
without sign of disease, and 796.9, Other unknown 
and specified causes. The decision to include these 
terms in the categories that have been created for 
Sudden infant death syndrome, under 1 year of age, 
and Sudden death syndrome, 1 year of age, was made 
after consultation with experts in the field. This 
decision was based on conclusions drawn from a 
recent study that relatively few infant deaths that 
were not sudden and unexpected are certified as 
found dead, “died without sign of disease,” or other 
unknown and unspecified causes. 

The third subdivision (i.e., *795.2) does not 
include terms previously classifiable to ICDA cate- 
gories 796.2, 796.3, or 796.9. Coders should continue 
to classify these terms to categories 796.2, 796.3, and 
796.9 if the decedent was 2 years of age or over. 

A distinction has been made between Sudden 
infant death syndrome, under 1 year of age, and 
Sudden death syndrome, 1 year of age (but less than 

2), because there is some difference of opinion about 
whether SIDS does in fact occur at ages 1 year and 
above. National data for 1973, the first year NCHS 
used the new coding rules show 3,264 and 75 deaths 
coded to categories *795.0 and *795.1, respectively. 

Apparently, some vital statistics offices have, 
perhaps unintentionally, created the impression that 
SIDS is not an acceptable cause of death. This is 
unfortunate since it is important that SIDS be cited 
officially as the cause of death when the certifier 
believes this to be the case. This diagnosis as well as 
other terms that are being used to describe SIDS 
should be accepted as a valid cause of death without 
querying the certifier. Past experience has shown that 
some certifiers are reluctant to use terminology that 
they have reason to believe will be queried by vital 
statistics offices. 

Since 1968 the use of an automated system for 
obtaining the underlying cause requires special coding 
procedures in NCHS. (See Quality Control Procedures 
under Quality of Data.) The automated system was 
designed to assign the underlying cause according to 
the international rules just as if a manual process were 
to be used. 

Medical certzfication.-The use of a standard 
classification list, although essential for State, 
regional, and international comparison, does not 
assure strict comparability of the tabulated figures. A 
high degree of comparability between areas could be 
attained only if all records of cause of death were 
reported with equal accuracy and completeness. The 
medical certification of death can be made only by a 
qualified person, usually a physician, a medical 
examiner, or a coroner. Therefore the reliability and 
accuracy of cause-of-death statistics are, to a large 
extent, governed by the ability of the medical 
attendant to make the proper diagnosis and by the 
care with which he completes the death certificate. 

The quality of the basic data reported on the 
death certificate is of fundamental importance in the 
interpretation of cause-of-death statistics. A pilot 
study was based on a sample of deaths occurring in 
Pennsylvania during 3 months in 1956. A representa- 
tive sample of certificates was selected for particular 
causes of death. Questionnaires were sent to the 
physicians who had signed the certificates asking for 
the diagnostic methods and pertinent findings on 
which the medical certification of death was based. 
The returns were reviewed along with the original 
cause-of-death statement and rated for quality (type 
and amount) of supporting diagnostic information. 
For 39 percent of the cases the diagnostic data given 
were sketchy, and for 58 percent the information was 
considered good or very good. The quality of the 
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diagnostic information varied considerably with the 
cause of death. It was concluded that in Pennsylvania 
the diagnostic data for many disease categories 
provided an adequate base for medical certification of 
the cause of death.*3 

In a later followback study conducted by NCHS, 
a national sample of deaths occurring in July and 
August 1960 was selected from the lo-percent 
Current Mortality Sample. A questionnaire was sent 
to the physician, coroner, or medical examiner 
signing the death certificate and to the hospitals and 
others suggested by the medical examiner as possible 
added sources of diagnostic information. Eighty-seven 
percent of the medical certifiers returned a question- 
naire with some kind of response. Of those returned, 
14 percent contained no useful information. The 
forms were reviewed by two cardiologists to deter- 
mine whether or not the cause of death &ssi.gned was 
supported by the diagnostic information provided by 
the certifier. The results showed that “for 
cardiovascular-renal diseases as a whole, it is esti- 
mated that 70 to 75 percent of the deaths so 
classified may be considered as a reasonable inference 
or better.24 

One index of the quality of reporting causes of 
death is the proportion of death certificates coded to 
the Eighth Revision category numbers 780-792, 795, 
and 796, which are the rubrics for symptoms and 
ill-defined conditions. While there are cases for which 
it is not possible to determine the causes of death, 
this proportion indicates the care and consideration 
given to the certification by attending physicians. It 
may also be used as a rough measure of the specificity 
of the medical diagnosis made by the physicians in 
various areas and to a small degree the extent to 
which autopsies are performed and their findings used 
in determining the underlying cause of death entered 
on the death certificate. In 1975, 1.6 percent of all 
reported deaths in the United States were assigned to 
ill-defined or unknown causes. However, this percent- 
age varied among the States from 0.3 to 7.4 percent. 

Ranking causes of death--The causes included in 
the List of 69 Selected Causes of Death have been 
ranked on the basis of the number of deaths assigned 
to each cause. Two group titles, Major cardiovascular 
diseases and Symptoms and ill-defined conditions, are 

23For a more complete report, see “Inquiry Into Diagnostic 
Evidence Supporting Medical Certifications of Death,” by I. M. 
Moriyama and others, Am. /. Pub. Health, Vol. 48, No. 10, pp. 
13761387. 

~4Mmiyama, I. M., and others: Evaluations of Diagnostic Informa- 
tion Supporting Medical Certification of Cardiovascular Disease Deaths. 
Paper presented at a meeting of the American Public Health Assock- 
tion, Kansa.s City, MO., Nov. 13,1963. 

not ranked. In addition, category titles that begin 
with the words “Other” or “All other” are not 
ranked. The remaining titles are ranked to determine 
the leading causes of death. When one of the titles 
that represents a subtotal is ranked, as in the case of 
Tuberculosis, all forms, its component parts (in this 
case, Tuberculosis of respiratory system and Tuber- 
culosis, other forms) are not ranked. 

Maternal deaths 

Maternal deaths are those for which the certifying 
physician has designated a maternal condition as the 
underlying cause of death. The maternal conditions 
are those assigned to Complications of pregnancy, 
childbirth, and puerperium (630-678). 

Report of autopsy 

Prior to 1972 the last year for which autopsy data 
were tabulated was 1958. For 197275 all registration 
areas requested information on the death certificate 
as to whether autopsies were performed. For 1975 
autopsies were reported, however, on only 333,068 
death certificates (17.6 percent of the total, table 
l-28). Ail but eight registration areas (New York 
City, Delaware, Georgia, Idaho, Massachusetts, Penn- 
sylvania, Texas, and Virginia) also requested for 1975 
information on nearly all their certificates as to 
whether the autopsy findings were used in determin- 
ing the causes of deaths. 

The distribution of deaths for which autopsies 
were performed according to the entry for the item 
“autopsy findings used” was as shown in the table 
below. 

Entry for item “autopsy findings used” Number Pl?KFSli 

All autopsies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 333,068 100.0 

Autopsy findings used . . . .._.__....._........-............ 188,647 66.6 
Autopsy findings not used .___......_._....___............. 14,160 
Item not checked . . . .._.._.............................-.... 55,934 4: 
Item not on certificate . . . . ..__......._...................... 74,237 22.3 

Data presented in table l-29 on “findings used” 
refer not to deaths for which autopsies were per- 
formed (333,068) but only to those for which 
information on “findings used” was also requested on 
the certificates (258,741 deaths for which autopsies 
were performed). 

For only seven of the cause-of-death categories 
shown in table l-29 were autopsies reported as 
performed for 50 percent or more of all deaths: 
Meningococcal infections; Measles; Abortions; Other 
complications of pregnancy, childbirth, and the puer- 
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perium; Congenital anomalies; Homicide; and Other 
external causes. 

There were eighht other categories for which 40 
percent or more death certificates reported autopsies. 
Autopsies were reported for only 10.7 percent of the 
major cardiovascular diseases. Among all causes other 
than the major cardiovascular group, autopsies were 
reported for 24.9 percent of all deaths. 

Mortality by month and date of death 

Deaths by month have been regularly tabulated 
and published in the annual report for each year 
beginning with data year 1900. For 1975 deaths by 
month are shown in this report in tables l-20, l-21, 
l-24, l-30, 2-10, 2-12, and 3-9. 

Death rates by month reflect most clearly the 
influence of the respiratory diseases. Again for 1975, 
as for each year since the early 1920’s, when the 
summer peak of mortality was eliminated, the curve 
of mortality falls to a low during the summer months, 
and reaches a peak during the winter months. The 
curve by month for the number of deaths from 
influenza and pneumonia for 1975 parallels quite 
closely that for the curve for the number of deaths 
from al1 causes. The greatest number of deaths from 
influenza and pneumonia occurred in January for 
1975 (table l-24). 

The year 1972 was the first data year for which 
date of death was published (table l-30). Unpub- 
lished data for selected causes by date of death for 
1962 are available in NCHS. 

Number of deaths by date of death in this report 
are shown for 1975 for the total number of deaths 
and for the number of deaths for the following three 
causes, for which the greatest general interest in date 
of occurrence of death has been expressed: Motor 
vehicle accidents, Suicide, and Homicide. 

These data in table l-30 show the frequency 
distribution of deaths for the selected causes by day 
of week. They also make it possible to identify 
holidays with peak numbers of deaths from specified 
causes. 

QUALITY OF DATA 

Completeness of registration 

Although every State has adopted a law requiring 
the registration of births, deaths, and fetal deaths, 
these laws are not uniformly observed. In most areas 
practically all births and deaths are registered. For 
some areas, however, there is enough underregistra- 
tion to affect the use of the statistics for certain 
purposes. 

Quantitative information on completeness of 
death registration is not available. One condition for 
admission to the national registration areas was a 
demonstrated registration completeness of at least 90 
percent although the method used in testing com- 
pleteness was subject to considerable error. It is 
believed that in the past death registration for the 
United States has been more complete than birth 
registration, but the difference now may be rather 
small. There is evidence, however, that in certain 
isolated areas, incomplete registration is still a prob- 
lem. For example, a study made in a few selected 
counties of Tennessee, where the death rates for 1949 
to 1951 were unusually low, served to locate a number 
of unregistered deaths.25 A similar situation may 
exist in other States. 

As stated above, reporting requirements for fetal 
deaths vary from State to State, and registration is 
probably incomplete in all areas. 

Massachusetts data 

The 1964 statistics for deaths exclude approxi- 
mately 6,000 events registered in Massachusetts, 
prim&y to residents of the State. Microfilm copies 
of these records were not received by NCHS. Figures 
for the United States and the New England Division 
are also somewhat affected. 

Quality contro1 procedures 

Demographic items on the death certificates.-As 
indicated above, for 1975 the mortality data for these 
items were obtained from two sources: (I) microfilm 
images of the original certificates furnished by 27 
States, the District of Columbia, and New York City; 
and (2) records on data tape furnished by the 
remaining 23 States. For the 27 States, the District of 
Columbia, and New York City, that send only 
microfilm images of the original certificates, the 
demographic items on a lo-percent sample of the 
certificates were dependently verified. For the 16 
States that furnished records on data tape prior to 
1975 the demographic items on about 200 records 
per State per month were independently verified. For 
the seven States (Maryland, North Carolina, Okla- 
homa, Louisiana, Tennessee, Virginia, and Wisconsin) 
that furnished records on data tape for the first time 
for 1975, the demo,graphic items were independently 
verified for a 50-percent sample for the first 3 
months, and for about 200 records per State for each 
of the last 9 months of 1975. 

~5Tennessee Department of Public Health: Results of survey of 
death-registration completeness. The Spotlight, Jan. 1954. 
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Except for cause-of-death coding discussed below, 
the above-mentioned verification procedures involve 
controlling two types of error (coding and entering 
into the data record tape) at the same time, and the 
error rates are a combined measure of both types. 
While it may be assumed that the entering errors are 
randomly distributed across all items on the record, 
this assumption cannot be made as readily for coding 
errors. Systematic errors in coding infrequent events 
may escape detection during sample verification. This 
type of error is partially controlled by reverifying 
randomly selected lots from each operator’s work. 

Medical items on the death cert+cate.-The 
“Automated Classification of Medical Entities” 
(ACME), a computer system for assigning the under- 
lying cause of death which was introduced in 1968, 
was used for assigning the 1975 underlying causes of 
death.26 The ACME rules for coding conditions are 
very specific, fewer in number, and far less compli- 
cated than the international rules for selecting the 
underlying cause of death.’ 7 

The coder produces condition codes which the 
ACME computer program matches against decision 
tables to select the underlying cause of death for each 
record according to the international rules. These 
decision tables serve two primary purposes. They 
provide a comprehensive guide for the relationship 
between conditions classifiable to different categories 
in ICDA when applying rules of selection and 
modification, and they also provide decisions used 
when the underlying cause is assigned by the ACME 
system. The tables were developed from the decisions 
and conclusions employed by NCHS in arriving at the 
underlying causes of death. Relationships between 
medical conditions involve varying or contradictory 
opinions. Therefore further refinements of the deci- 
sion tables will be required periodically. 

The decision table instruction manual for 
1970-712* was again used for 1972,1973,1974, and 
1975. 

For the States that did not furnish State-coded 
medical data, the medical items were coded for 100 
percent of death records. Then the medical items on a 
lo-percent sample of the records were independently 
verified. For the five States (Louisiana, Nebraska, 

26Automated Classification of Medical Entities (ACME) for 
Selection ‘of Causes of Death. Unpublished paper presented at the 
annual meeting of the American Public Health Association, Houston, 
Tex., Oct. 1970. 

27Sce footnote 22. 
2*National Center for Health Statistics: Vital statistics, ICDA 

Qhth Revision decision tables for classifying underlying causes of 
death, 1970-1971. NCHS Imtruction Mamm!, Part 2a. Public Health 
Service. Rockville, Md., 1972. 

North Carolina, Virginia, and Wisconsin) that fur- 
nished State-coded medical data, for the first time in 
1975, the medical items were independently verified 
on a loo-percent basis for the first 3 months, and for 
about 200 records per State for each of the last 9 
months of 1975. For the other States (Iowa and 
Michigan) the medical items were independently 
verified for about 200 records per State. 

For cause-of-death coding systematic errors in 
coding infrequent events is controlled by listing the 
rare and impossible codes from the computer and 
reverifying the cause-of-death assignment. 

Demographic items on fetal death certificates.- 
As stated above, fetal-death certificates for 1975 are 
based on all fetal-death records received. Moreover 
the coding and entering on data tape of fetal-death 
records was verified completely because of their 
relatively small number. (Again for 1975, as for prior 
years, medical items on the fetal-death certificates 
were not coded.) 

Other control procedures.-After completing cod- 
ing and entering on data tape, record counts are 
balanced against control totals for each shipment of 
records from a registration area. Impossible codes are 
selected out during the editing processes on the 
computer and are either corrected by reference to the 
source record or adjusted by arbitrary code assign- 
ment. All subsequent operations in tabulating and in 
table preparation are verified either during the com- 
puter processing or by statistical clerks. 

Estimates of errors arising from 50-percent sample for 
1972 

Death statistics for 1972 in this report (excluding 
fetal-death statistics) are based on a 50-percent sam- 
ple of all deaths occurring in the 50 States and the 
District of Columbia. 

A description of the sample design and a table of 
the percent errors of the estimated numbers of deaths 
by size of estimate and total deaths in the area are 
shown in the Technical Appendix of Vital Statistics 
ofthe United States, Volume II, Part A, 1972. 

COMPUTATION OF RATES 
AND OTHER MEASURES 

Population bases 

The death rates shown in this report were 
computed on the basis of population statistics pub- 
lished or made available by the U.S. Bureau of the 
Census. Rates for 1940, 1950, 1960, and 1970 are 
based on the populations enumerated as of April 1 in 
the censuses of those years. Rates for al1 other years 
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are based on the estimated midyear (July 1) popula- 
tion for the respective years. 

Population estimates for 1975.-Estimates of the 
total resident population of the United States by age, 
race, and sex in 1975 are published by the Bureau of 
the Census in Current Population Reports, Series 
P-25, Number 643, and are shown in table 6-2. Total 
estimated populations for States shown in table 6-3 
are published in Series P-25, Number 619; popula- 
tions by broad age groups were prepared by the 
Bureau of the Census for NCHS and do not appear in 
the P-25 Series. 

The populations of the 50 largest SMSA’s and 
their component counties were obtained from the 
Bureau of .the Census for July 1, 1975, as shown in 
selected reports from Series P-26. 

Population estimates for 1971.-The rates by age, 
color, and sex in Section 1 of Vital Stat&ics of the 
United States, 1971, were based on provisional 
estimates of the 1971 population; but the life table 
values for 1971 in Section 5 were based on revised 
estimates of the 1971 population. These revised 
estimates are shown in Current Population Reports, 
Series P-25, No. 519, Washington, D.C., 1974. These 
revised estimates differed considerably from the 
provisional estimates for a number of age-color-sex 
groups. Table 6-4 of the report for 1971 shows, for 
example, that the revised estimates are 7 to 25 
percent Jower than the provisional estimates for 
persons other than white in the youngest (under 10 
years) and oldest (80 years and over) age groups. The 
limited number of statistics for 1971 shown in this 
report are based on the revised populations. Also 
available in NCHS is a set of unpublished trend tables 
for which the rates for 1971 are based on the revised 
population. These tables include age-color-sex-cause 
specific death rates for both the List of 69 Selected 
Causes of Death and the List of 281 Selected Causes 
of Death. 

Population estimates for 1961-69. -Comparison 
of revised populations for 1969 (and several earlier 
years since 1960) with the provisional populations 
which were used to calculate annual death rates for 
these same age, color, and sex groups indicated a 
similar problem. Caution should be exercised in 
utilizing death rates published in Section 1 and life 
expectancy values in Section 5 of the 1969 and other 
volumes until the publication of the annual volume 

for 1976 that will contain rates based on revised 
populations for each year of the period 1961-69, as 
shown in Current Population Reports, Series P-25, 
No. 519. 

Rates and ratios based on live b&ths.-Infant, 
neonatal, and maternal mortality rates, and fetal 
death rates and ratios are computed on the basis of 
the estimated number of live births instead of the 
estimated population under 1 year of age. 

New Jersey.-As indicated previously, data by 
race or color are not available for New Jersey for 
1962 and 1963. Therefore for 1962 and 1963 the 
National Center for Health Statistics estimated a 
population by age, color, and sex excluding New 
Jersey for rates shown by color. The methodology 
used to estimate the revised population excluding 
New Jersey is discussed in the technical appendixes of 
the 1962 and 1963 reports. 

Age-adjusted death rates 

Age-adjusted death rates shown in this report are 
computed by using the distribution in lo-year age 
intervals of the enumerated population of the United 
States in 1940 as the standard population. Each 
figure represents the rate that would have existed if 
the age-specific rates of the particular year prevailed 
in a population whose age distribution was like that 
of the United States in 1940. The rates for the total 
population and for each color-sex group were ad- 
justed separately, using the same standard population. 
It is important not to compare age-adjusted death 
rates directly with crude rates shown in other tables. 

SYMBOLS USED IN TABLES 

Data not available -___-___- ________________________ - _____ - - - - 

Category not applicable ___________________________ - ____ -_ . . . 

QP=tity zero _____ - ____________________ - _____ - _________-____ - 

Quantity more than 0 but less than 0.05 __--___ 0.0 

Figure does not meet standards of reliability or 
precision * ______ -___- ________ - ____________ - ____ - _______ -- 
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Table 6-1. Population of Birth- and Death-Registration States, 1900-1932, and United States, 1900.1g75 
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Table 6-2. Estimates of Total Resident Population of the United States, by Age, Race, and Sex: July 1, 1975 
[Fi~iguree irdude Armed Forces staUo,,ed in the United States and exclude those stationed outside the United States. Due to rounding to Le nearest Lousand, detailed figures may 

not add to totatg 

Total I An other 

c 
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