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(2) Voluntary acceptance and satis-
factory performance of an unusually 
hazardous assignment. 

(3) An act which protects the lives of 
employees or inmates, or the property 
of the United States. (This does not 
apply to informants.) 

(4) Suggestions which result in sub-
stantial improvements or cost-savings 
in institutional programs or oper-
ations. 

(5) Other exceptionally meritorious 
or outstanding services consistent with 
the general character of the preceding 
cases. 

(b) The special award may be given in 
the form of a monetary payment in ad-
dition to any other award (e.g., extra 
good time) given. 

(c) The Warden of each institution is 
empowered to approve special awards 
not exceeding $150. Awards in excess of 
this amount may not be made unless 
approved by the Regional Director. 

[49 FR 38915, Oct. 1, 1984. Redesignated and 
amended at 56 FR 23478, 23479, May 21, 1991] 

§ 545.30 Funds due deceased inmates. 
Funds due a deceased inmate for 

work performed and not yet paid shall 
be made to a legal representative of 
the inmate’s estate or in accordance 
with the laws of descent and distribu-
tion of the state of the inmate’s domi-
cile. 

[49 FR 38915, Oct. 1, 1984. Redesignated and 
amended at 56 FR 23478, 23479, May 21, 1991] 

§ 545.31 Training. 
The Warden shall ensure that staff 

receive training on their roles in, and 
on the operation of, the work and per-
formance pay program. The Warden 
shall also ensure that the inmate popu-
lation is informed of the work and per-
formance pay program, and of the 
hourly rates paid to inmate workers. 

[49 FR 38915, Oct. 1, 1984. Redesignated at 56 
FR 23479, May 21, 1991] 

Subpart D [Reserved] 

PART 547—FOOD SERVICE 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 18 U.S.C. 3621, 3622, 
3624, 4001, 4042, 4081, 4082 (Repealed in part as 
to offenses committed on or after November 

1, 1987), 5006–5024 (Repealed October 12, 1984, 
as to offenses committed after that date), 
5039; 28 U.S.C. 509, 510; 28 CFR 0.95–0.99. 

Subparts A–B [Reserved] 

Subpart C—Special Food or Meals 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 18 U.S.C. 4001, 4042, 
4081, 5015, 5039; 28 U.S.C. 509, 510; 28 CFR 0.95– 
0.99. 

§ 547.20 Policy. 
The Bureau of Prisons is responsible 

for procuring and preparing any food or 
food ingredients to be served to the in-
stitution’s inmate population. Except 
as allowed for in paragraphs (a) 
through (c) of this section, the Bureau 
requires that special food or meals pre-
pared for and/or served to any group(s) 
of inmates also be served to the insti-
tution’s entire inmate population. Spe-
cial food or meals, as identified in 
paragraphs (a) through (c) of this sec-
tion, may be prepared and/or served to 
a specific group of inmates rather than 
to the entire inmate population of the 
institution. 

(a) Food items sold in the institu-
tion’s commissary. 

(b) Religious dietary practices as au-
thorized in accordance with 28 CFR 
548.20. 

(c) Medical diet foods. 

[61 FR 16374, Apr. 12, 1996] 

PART 548—RELIGIOUS PROGRAMS 

Subpart A [Reserved] 

Subpart B—Religious Beliefs and Practices 
of Committed Offenders 

Sec. 
548.10 Purpose and scope. 
548.11 Definition. 
548.12 Chaplains. 
548.13 Schedules and facilities. 
548.14 Community involvement (volunteers, 

contractors). 
548.15 Equity. 
548.16 Inmate religious property. 
548.17 Work assignments. 
548.18 Observance of religious holy days. 
548.19 Pastoral visits. 
548.20 Dietary practices. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 18 U.S.C. 3621, 3622, 
3624, 4001, 4042, 4081, 4082 (Repealed in part as 
to offenses committed on or after November 
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1, 1987), 5006–5024 (Repealed October 12, 1984 
as to offenses committed after that date), 
5039; 28 U.S.C. 509, 510; 42 U.S.C. 1996; 28 CFR 
0.95–0.99. 

SOURCE: 44 FR 38251, June 29, 1979, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A [Reserved] 

Subpart B—Religious Beliefs and 
Practices of Committed Offenders 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 18 U.S.C. 4001, 4042, 
4081, 4082, 5006–5024, 5039; 28 U.S.C. 509, 510; 42 
U.S.C. 1996; 28 CFR 0.95–0.99. 

SOURCE: 60 FR 46486, Sept. 6, 1995, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 548.10 Purpose and scope. 

(a) The Bureau of Prisons provides 
inmates of all faith groups with reason-
able and equitable opportunities to 
pursue religious beliefs and practices, 
within the constraints of budgetary 
limitations and consistent with the se-
curity and orderly running of the insti-
tution and the Bureau of Prisons. 

(b) When considered necessary for the 
security or good order of the institu-
tion, the Warden may limit attendance 
at or discontinue a religious activity. 
Opportunities for religious activities 
are open to the entire inmate popu-
lation, without regard to race, color, 
nationality, or ordinarily, creed. The 
Warden, after consulting with the in-
stitution chaplain, may limit partici-
pation in a particular religious activity 
or practice to the members of that reli-
gious group. Ordinarily, when the na-
ture of the activity or practice (e.g., re-
ligious fasts, wearing of headwear, 
work proscription, ceremonial meals) 
indicates a need for such a limitation, 
only those inmates whose files reflect 
the pertinent religious preference will 
be included. 

(c) The Bureau of Prisons does not re-
quire an inmate to profess a religious 
belief. An inmate may designate any or 
no religious preference at his/her ini-
tial team screening. By notifying the 
chaplain in writing, an inmate may re-
quest to change this designation at any 
time, and the change will be effected in 
a timely fashion. 

§ 548.11 Definition. 

For purposes of this subpart, the 
term ‘‘religious activity’’ includes reli-
gious diets, services, ceremonies, and 
meetings. 

§ 548.12 Chaplains. 

Institution chaplains are responsible 
for managing religious activities with-
in the institution. Institution chap-
lains are available upon request to pro-
vide pastoral care and counseling to in-
mates through group programs and in-
dividual services. Pastoral care and 
counseling from representatives in the 
community are available in accordance 
with the provisions of §§ 548.14 and 
548.19. The chaplain may ask the re-
questing inmate to provide information 
regarding specific requested religious 
activities for the purpose of making an 
informed decision regarding the re-
quest. 

[62 FR 44836, Aug. 22, 1997] 

§ 548.13 Schedules and facilities. 

(a) Under the general supervision of 
the Warden, chaplains shall schedule 
and direct the institution’s religious 
activities. 

(b) The Warden may relieve an in-
mate from an institution program or 
assignment if a religious activity is 
also scheduled at that time. 

(c) Institutions shall have space des-
ignated for the conduct of religious ac-
tivities. 

§ 548.14 Community involvement (vol-
unteers, contractors). 

(a) The institution’s chaplain may 
contract with representatives of faith 
groups in the community to provide 
specific religious services which the 
chaplain cannot personally deliver due 
to, ordinarily, religious prescriptions 
or ecclesiastical constraints to which 
the chaplain adheres. 

(b) The institution’s chaplain may se-
cure the services of volunteers to assist 
inmates in observing their religious be-
liefs. 

(c) The Warden or the Warden’s des-
ignee (ordinarily the chaplain) may re-
quire a recognized representative of the 
faith group to verify a volunteer’s or 
contractor’s religious credentials prior 
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