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Off. of Voc. and Adult Education, Education § 413.21

Subpart C—How Does the 
Secretary Make an Award?

§ 413.20 How does the Secretary evalu-
ate an application? 

(a) The Secretary evaluates an appli-
cation on the basis of the criteria in 
§§ 413.21 and 413.22. 

(b) The Secretary may award up to 
100 points to each set of criteria in 
§§ 413.21 and 413.22, including a reserved 
10 points for each set of criteria to be 
distributed in accordance with para-
graph (d) of this section. 

(c) Subject to paragraph (d) of this 
section, the maximum possible score 
for each criterion is indicated in paren-
theses after the heading for each cri-
terion. 

(d) For each competition as an-
nounced through a notice published in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER, the Secretary 
may assign the reserved points among 
the criteria in §§ 413.21 and 413.22. 

(e) The Secretary may hold two sepa-
rate competitions, with the same clos-
ing date, for the National Center or 
Centers. One competition will be held 
for research and development activities 
and the second competition will be 
held for dissemination and training ac-
tivities. An institution of higher edu-
cation or consortium of higher edu-
cation institutions may submit a re-
search and development application; a 
dissemination and training applica-
tion; or both as separate applications 
under separate covers. 

(f) The Secretary evaluates applica-
tions for the research and development 
center and the dissemination and 
training center independently against 
the criteria in §§ 413.21 and 413.22 
whether an institution or consortium 
of institutions is competing for either 
or both sets of activities. 

(g) In accordance with section 
404(a)(5) of the Act, the Secretary will 
give preference in grant selection to in-
stitutions or consortia of institutions 
that demonstrate the ability to carry 
out both the research and development 
and the dissemination and training ac-
tivities effectively, either directly or 
by contract. 

(h) An institution or consortium of 
institutions that has submitted two ap-
plications and applied for a single 
grant for the purpose of carrying out 

both activities and that has earned 80 
points or higher on each of its two ap-
plications, will be deemed by the Sec-
retary to have demonstrated the abil-
ity to carry out both activities effec-
tively. 

(i) The Secretary will award a single 
grant to an institution or consortium 
of institutions that has both— 

(1) Demonstrated the ability to carry 
out both program activities effectively, 
in accordance with paragraph (h) of 
this section; and 

(2) Earned the highest combined 
score among those institutions or con-
sortia of institutions that have dem-
onstrated the ability to carry out both 
activities effectively. 

(j) If no institution or consortium of 
institutions is selected for a single 
grant award, the institution or con-
sortia of institutions ranking highest 
in each of the two competitions will 
each receive a grant award. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 2404)

§ 413.21 What selection criteria does 
the Secretary use to evaluate an ap-
plication proposing research and 
development activities? 

The Secretary uses the following se-
lection criteria in evaluating each re-
search and development application: 

(a) Program factors. (20 points) The 
Secretary reviews each application to 
determine the extent to which each of 
the required research and development 
activities described in § 413.3(a)(2) will 
be of high quality and effective. 

(b) Plan of operation. (35 points) The 
Secretary reviews each application to 
determine the quality of the plan of op-
eration for the proposed center, includ-
ing— 

(1) The applicant’s plan for managing 
the National Center; 

(2) The procedures the applicant will 
use to implement the National Center 
particularly with regard to the public 
or private nonprofit institution of 
higher education with which it is asso-
ciated and, in the case of a consortium, 
with the other member institutions of 
the consortium; 

(3) The applicant’s plan for managing 
the National Center’s activities and 
personnel, including— 

(i) Quality control procedures for its 
activities; 
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