§694.2

§694.2 Which students must a Partner-
ship, or a State that chooses to use
the cohort approach in its project,
serve under the program’s early
intervention component?

A Partnership, or a State that choos-
es to use a cohort approach in its
GEAR UP early intervention compo-
nent, must, except as provided in
§694.4—

(a) Provide services to at least one
entire grade level (cohort) of students
(subject to §694.3(b)) beginning not
later than the 7th grade;

(b) Ensure that supplemental appro-
priate services are targeted to the stu-
dents with the greatest needs; and

(c) Ensure that services are provided
through the 12th grade to those stu-
dents.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a-22)

§694.3 What are the requirements for
a cohort?

(a) In general. Each cohort to be
served by a Partnership or State must
be from a participating school—

(1) That has a 7th grade; and

(2) In which at least 50 percent of the
students are eligible for free or re-
duced-price lunch under the National
School Lunch Act; or

(b) Public housing exception. If the
Partnership or State determines it
would promote program effectiveness,
a cohort may consist of all of the stu-
dents in a particular grade level at one
or more participating schools who re-
side in public housing, as defined in
section 3(b)(1) of the United States
Housing Act of 1937.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a—22)

§694.4 Which students must a State or
Partnership serve when there are
changes in the cohort?

(a) At the school where the cohort
began. A Partnership or State must
serve, as part of the cohort, any addi-
tional students who—

(1) Are at the grade level of the stu-
dents in the cohort; and

(2) Begin attending the participating
school at which the cohort began to re-
ceive GEAR UP services.

(b) At a subsequent participating
school. If not all of the students in the
cohort attend the same school after the
cohort completes the last grade level
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offered by the school at which the co-
hort began to receive GEAR UP serv-
ices, a Partnership or a State—

(1) May continue to provide GEAR
UP services to all students in the co-
hort; and

(2) Must continue to provide GEAR
UP services to at least those students
in the cohort that attend participating
schools that enroll a substantial ma-
jority of the students in the cohort.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070-a22)

§694.5 What requirements must be
met by a Partnership or State that
chooses to provide services to pri-
vate school students under the pro-
gram’s early intervention compo-
nent?

(a) Secular, neutral, and nonideological
services or benefits. Educational services
or other benefits, including materials
and equipment, provided under GEAR
UP by a Partnership or State that
chooses to provide those services or
benefits to students attending private
schools, must be secular, neutral, and
nonideological.

(b) Control of funds. In the case of a
Partnership or State that chooses to
provide services under GEAR UP to
students attending private schools, the
fiscal agent (in the case of a Partner-
ship) or a State agency (in the case of
a State) must—

(1) Control the funds used to provide
services under GEAR UP to those stu-
dents;

(2) Hold title to materials, equip-
ment, and property purchased with
GEAR UP funds for GEAR UP program
uses and purposes related to those stu-
dents; and

(3) Administer those GEAR UP funds
and property.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a-21 to 1070a-28)

§694.6 Who may provide GEAR UP
services to students attending pri-
vate schools?

(a) GEAR UP services to students at-
tending private schools must be pro-
vided—

(1) By employees of a public agency;
or

(2) Through contract by the public
agency with an individual, association,
agency, or organization.
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