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servicer to contract with any institu-
tion to administer any aspect of the in-
stitution’s participation in a Title IV,
HEA program.

(b) This subpart applies to an institu-
tion or a third-party servicer that vio-
lates any statutory provision of or ap-
plicable to Title IV of the HEA, any
regulatory provision prescribed under
that statutory authority, or any appli-
cable special arrangement, agreement,
or limitation entered into under the
authority of statutes applicable to
Title IV of the HEA.

(c) This subpart does not apply to a
determination that—

(1) An institution or any of its loca-
tions or educational programs fails to
qualify for initial designation as an eli-
gible institution, location, or edu-
cational program because the institu-
tion, location, or educational program
fails to satisfy the statutory and regu-
latory provisions that define an eligi-
ble institution or educational program
with respect to the Title IV, HEA pro-
gram for which a designation of eligi-
bility is sought;

(2) An institution fails to qualify for
initial certification or provisional cer-
tification to participate in any Title
IV, HEA program because the institu-
tion does not meet the factors of finan-
cial responsibility and standards of ad-
ministrative capability contained in
subpart B of this part;

(3) A participating institution’s or a
provisionally certified participating in-
stitution’s period of participation, as
specified under §668.13, has expired; or

(4) A participating institution’s pro-
visional certification is revoked under
the procedures in §668.13.

(d) This subpart does not apply to a
determination by the Secretary of the
system to be used to disburse Title IV,
HEA program funds to a participating
institution (i.e., advance payments and
payments by way of reimbursements).

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1094 and 1099a-3(h))

[61 FR 43325, Dec. 1, 1986, as amended at 55
FR 32183, Aug. 7, 1990; 58 FR 13344, Mar. 10,
1993; 59 FR 22443, Apr. 29, 1994; 59 FR 61186,
Nov. 29, 1994; 63 FR 40626, July 29, 1998]

§668.82 Standard of conduct.

(a) A participating institution or a
third-party servicer that contracts
with that institution acts in the nature
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of a fiduciary in the administration of
the Title IV, HEA programs. To par-
ticipate in any Title IV, HEA program,
the institution or servicer must at all
times act with the competency and in-
tegrity necessary to qualify as a fidu-
ciary.

(b) In the capacity of a fiduciary—

(1) A participating institution is sub-
ject to the highest standard of care and
diligence in administering the pro-
grams and in accounting to the Sec-
retary for the funds received under
those programs; and

(2) A third-party servicer is subject
to the highest standard of care and
diligence in administering any aspect
of the programs on behalf of the insti-
tutions with which the servicer con-
tracts and in accounting to the Sec-
retary and those institutions for any
funds administered by the servicer
under those programs.

(c) The failure of a participating in-
stitution or any of the institution’s
third-party servicers to administer a
Title IV, HEA program, or to account
for the funds that the institution or
servicer receives under that program,
in accordance with the highest stand-
ard of care and diligence required of a
fiduciary, constitutes grounds for—

(1) An emergency action against the
institution, a fine on the institution,
or the limitation, suspension, or termi-
nation of the institution’s participa-
tion in that program; or

(2) An emergency action against the
servicer, a fine on the servicer, or the
limitation, suspension, or termination
of the servicer’s eligibility to contract
with any institution to administer any
aspect of the institution’s participa-
tion in that program.

(d)(1) A participating institution or a
third-party servicer with which the in-
stitution contracts violates its fidu-
ciary duty if—

(i)(A) The servicer has been convicted
of, or has pled nolo contendere or guilty
to, a crime involving the acquisition,
use, or expenditure of Federal, State,
or local government funds, or has been
administratively or judicially deter-
mined to have committed fraud or any
other material violation of law involv-
ing those funds;
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(B) A person who exercises substan-
tial control over the servicer, as deter-
mined according to §668.15, has been
convicted of, or has pled nolo contendere
or guilty to, a crime involving the ac-
quisition, use, or expenditure of Fed-
eral, State, or local government funds,
or has been administratively or judi-
cially determined to have committed
fraud or any other material violation
of law involving those funds;

(C) The servicer employs a person in
a capacity that involves the adminis-
tration of Title IV, HEA programs or
the receipt of Title IV, HEA program
funds who has been convicted of, or has
pled nolo contendere or guilty to, a
crime involving the acquisition, use, or
expenditure of Federal, State, or local
government funds, or who has been ad-
ministratively or judicially determined
to have committed fraud or any other
material violation of law involving
those funds; or

(D) The servicer uses or contracts in
a capacity that involves any aspect of
the administration of the Title IV,
HEA programs with any other person,
agency, or organization that has been
or whose officers or employees have
been—

(I) Convicted of, or pled nolo
contendere or guilty to, a crime involv-
ing the acquisition, use, or expenditure
of Federal, State, or local government
funds; or

(2) Administratively or judicially de-
termined to have committed fraud or
any other material violation of law in-
volving Federal, State, or local govern-
ment funds; and

(ii) Upon learning of a conviction,
plea, or administrative or judicial de-
termination described in paragraph
(d)(1)({@) of this section, the institution
or servicer, as applicable, does not
promptly remove the person, agency,
or organization from any involvement
in the administration of the institu-
tion’s participation in Title IV, HEA
programs, or, as applicable, the re-
moval or elimination of any substan-
tial control, as determined according
to §668.15, over the servicer.

(2) A violation for a reason contained
in paragraph (d)(1) of this section is
grounds for terminating—

(i) The servicer’s eligibility to con-
tract with any institution to admin-
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ister any aspect of the institution’s
participation in a Title IV, HEA pro-
gram; and

(ii) The participation in any Title IV,
HEA program of any institution under
whose contract the servicer committed
the violation, if that institution had
been aware of the violation and had
failed to take the appropriate action
described in paragraph (d)(1)(ii) of this
section.

(e)(1) A participating institution or
third-party servicer, as applicable, vio-
lates its fiduciary duty if—

(i)(A) The institution or servicer, as
applicable, is debarred or suspended
under Executive Order (E.O.) 12549 (3
CFR, 1986 Comp., p. 189) or the Federal
Acquisition Regulations (FAR), 48 CFR
part 9, subpart 9.4; or

(B) Cause exists under 34 CFR 85.305
or 85.405 for debarring or suspending
the institution, servicer, or any prin-
cipal or affiliate of the institution or
servicer under E.O. 12549 (3 CFR, 1986
Comp., p. 189) or the FAR, 48 CFR part
9, subpart 9.4; and

(ii) Upon learning of the debarment,
suspension, or cause for debarment or
suspension, the institution or servicer,
as applicable, does not promptly—

(A) Discontinue the affiliation; or

(B) Remove the principal from re-
sponsibility for any aspect of the ad-
ministration of an institution’s or
servicer’s participation in the Title IV,
HEA programs.

(2) A violation for a reason contained
in paragraph (e)(1) of this section is
grounds for terminating—

(i) The institution’s participation in
any Title IV, HEA program; and

(ii) The servicer’s eligibility to con-
tract with any institution to admin-
ister any aspect of the institution’s
participation in any Title IV, HEA pro-
gram. The violation is also grounds for
terminating, under this subpart, the
participation in any Title IV, HEA pro-
gram of any institution under whose
contract the servicer committed the
violation, if that institution knew or
should have known of the violation.

(f)(1) The debarment of a partici-
pating institution or third-party
servicer, as applicable, under E.O. 12549
(3 CFR, 1986 Comp., p. 189) or the FAR,
48 CFR part 9, subpart 9.4, or another
Federal agency from participation in
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Federal programs, under procedures de-
scribed in 34 CFR 85.201(c) terminates,
for the duration of the debarment—

(i) The institution’s participation in
any Title IV, HEA program; and

(ii) The servicer’s eligibility to con-
tract with any institution to admin-
ister any aspect of the institution’s
participation in any Title IV, HEA pro-
gram.

(2)(i) The suspension of a partici-
pating institution or third-party
servicer, as applicable, under E.O. 12549
(3 CFR, 1986 Comp., p. 189) or the FAR,
48 CFR part 9, subpart 9.4, or another
Federal agency from participation in
Federal programs, under procedures de-
scribed in 34 CFR 85.201(c), suspends—

(A) The institution’s participation in
any Title IV, HEA program; and

(B) The servicer’s eligibility to con-
tract with any institution to admin-
ister any aspect of the institution’s
participation in any Title IV, HEA pro-
gram.

(ii) A suspension described in para-
graph (f)(2) of this section lasts for a
period of 60 days, beginning on the ef-
fective date specified in the notice by
the Secretary under 34 CFR 85.201(b),
unless—

(A) The institution or servicer, as ap-
plicable, and the Secretary, agree to an
extension of the suspension; or

(B) The Secretary begins a limitation
or termination proceeding against the
institution or servicer, as applicable,
under this subpart before the 60th day
of the suspension.

(3) A debarment or suspension not de-
scribed in (f)(1) or (£)(2) of this section
of a participating institution or third-
party servicer by another Federal
agency constitutes prima facie evi-
dence in a proceeding under this sub-
part that cause for suspension or de-
barment and termination, as applica-
ble, exists.

(Authority: E.O. 12549 (3 CFR, 1986 Comp., p.
189), E.O. 12689 (3 CFR, 1989 Comp., p. 235); 20
U.S.C. 1070, et seq., 1082(a)(1) and (h)(1),
1094(c)(1)(D) and (H), and 3474)

[69 FR 22444, Apr. 29, 1994, as amended at 60
FR 33058, June 26, 1995]
§668.83 Emergency action.

(a) Under an emergency action, the
Secretary may—

34 CFR Ch. VI (7-1-02 Edition)

(1) Withhold Title IV, HEA program
funds from a participating institution
or its students, or from a third-party
servicer, as applicable;

(2)(1) Withdraw the authority of the
institution or servicer, as applicable,
to commit, disburse, deliver, or cause
the commitment, disbursement, or de-
livery of Title IV, HEA program funds;
or

(ii) Withdraw the authority of the in-
stitution or servicer, as applicable, to
commit, disburse, deliver, or cause the
commitment, disbursement, or deliv-
ery of Title IV, HEA program funds ex-
cept in accordance with a particular
procedure; and

(3)(1) Withdraw the authority of the
servicer to administer any aspect of
any institution’s participation in any
Title IV, HEA program; or

(ii) Withdraw the authority of the
servicer to administer any aspect of
any institution’s participation in any
Title IV, HEA program except in ac-
cordance with a particular procedure.

(b)(1) An initiating official begins an
emergency action against an institu-
tion or third-party servicer by sending
the institution or servicer a notice by
registered mail, return receipt re-
quested. In an emergency action
against a third-party servicer, the offi-
cial also sends the notice to each insti-
tution that contracts with the servicer.
The official also may transmit the no-
tice by other, more expeditious means
if practical.

(2) The emergency action takes effect
on the date the initiating official mails
the notice to the institution or
servicer, as applicable.

(3) The notice states the grounds on
which the emergency action is based,
the consequences of the emergency ac-
tion, and that the institution or
servicer, as applicable, may request an
opportunity to show cause why the
emergency action is unwarranted.

(c)(1) An initiating official takes
emergency action against an institu-
tion or third-party servicer only if that
official—

(i) Receives information, determined
by the official to be reliable, that the
institution or servicer, as applicable, is
violating any statutory provision of or
applicable to Title IV of the HEA, any
regulatory provision prescribed under
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