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Off. of Postsecondary Educ., Education § 668.1

Subpart L—Financial Responsibility

668.171 General. 
668.172 Financial ratios. 
668.173 Refund reserve standards. 
668.174 Past performance. 
668.175 Alternative standards and require-

ments.

APPENDIX A TO TO SUBPART L OF PART 668—
RATIO METHODOLOGY FOR PROPRIETARY 
INSTITUTIONS

APPENDIX B TO SUBPART L OF PART 668—
RATIO METHODOLOGY FOR PRIVATE NON-
PROFIT INSTITUTIONS

Subpart M—Cohort Default Rates

668.181 Purpose of this subpart. 
668.182 Definitions of terms used in this sub-

part. 
668.183 Calculating and applying cohort de-

fault rates. 
668.184 Determining cohort default rates for 

institutions that have undergone a 
change in status. 

668.185 Draft cohort default rates and your 
ability to challenge before official cohort 
default rates are issued. 

668.186 Notice of your official cohort default 
rate. 

668.187 Consequences of cohort default rates 
on your ability to participate in Title IV, 
HEA programs. 

668.188 Preventing evasion of the con-
sequences of cohort default rates. 

668.189 General requirements for adjusting 
official cohort default rates and for ap-
pealing their consequences. 

668.190 Uncorrected data adjustments. 
668.191 New data adjustments. 
668.192 Erroneous data appeals. 
668.193 Loan servicing appeals. 
668.194 Economically disadvantaged ap-

peals. 
668.195 Participation rate index appeals. 
668.196 Average rates appeals. 
668.197 Thirty-or-fewer borrowers appeals. 
668.198 Relief from the consequences of co-

hort default rates for special institu-
tions.

APPENDIX A TO SUBPART M OF PART 668—
SUMMARIES OF ELIGIBILITY AND SUBMIS-
SION REQUIREMENTS FOR CHALLENGES, AD-
JUSTMENTS, AND APPEALS

APPENDIX B TO SUBPART M OF PART 668—
SAMPLE DEFAULT MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR 
SPECIAL INSTITUTIONS TO USE WHEN COM-
PLYING WITH § 668.198

AUTHORITY: 20 U.S.C. 1001, 1002, 1003, 1085, 
1091, 1091b, 1092, 1094, 1099c, and 1099c–1, un-
less otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General

§ 668.1 Scope. 

(a) This part establishes general rules 
that apply to an institution that par-
ticipates in any student financial as-
sistance program authorized by Title 
IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, 
as amended (Title IV, HEA program). 
To the extent that an institution con-
tracts with a third-party servicer to 
administer any aspect of the institu-
tion’s participation in any Title IV, 
HEA program, the applicable rules in 
this part also apply to that servicer. 
An institution’s use of a third-party 
servicer does not alter the institution’s 
responsibility for compliance with the 
rules in this part. 

(b) As used in this part, an ‘‘institu-
tion’’ includes— 

(1) An institution of higher education 
as defined in 34 CFR 600.4; 

(2) A proprietary institution of high-
er education as defined in 34 CFR 600.5; 
and 

(3) A postsecondary vocational insti-
tution as defined in 34 CFR 600.6. 

(c) The Title IV, HEA programs in-
clude— 

(1) The Federal Pell Grant Program 
(20 U.S.C. 1070a et seq.; 34 CFR part 690); 

(2) The National Early Intervention 
Scholarship and Partnership (NEISP) 
Program (20 U.S.C. 1070a–21 et seq.; 34 
CFR part 693); 

(3) The Federal Supplemental Edu-
cational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG) 
Program (20 U.S.C. 1070b et seq.; 34 CFR 
parts 673 and 676); 

(4) The Leveraging Educational As-
sistance Partnership (LEAP) Program 
(20 U.S.C. 1070c et seq.; 34 CFR part 692); 

(5) The Federal Stafford Loan Pro-
gram (20 U.S.C. 1071 et seq.; 34 CFR part 
682); 

(6) The Federal PLUS Program (20 
U.S.C. 1078–2; 34 CFR part 682); 

(7) The Federal Consolidation Loan 
Program (20 U.S.C. 1078–3; 34 CFR part 
682); 

(8) The Federal Work-Study (FWS) 
Program (42 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.; 34 CFR 
parts 673 and 675); 

(9) The William D. Ford Federal Di-
rect Loan (Direct Loan) Program (20 
U.S.C. 1087a et seq.; 34 CFR part 685); 
and 
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34 CFR Ch. VI (7–1–02 Edition)§ 668.2

(10) The Federal Perkins Loan Pro-
gram (20 U.S.C. 1087aa et seq.; 34 CFR 
parts 673 and 674). 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070 et seq.) 

[52 FR 45724, Dec. 1, 1987, as amended at 56 
FR 36696, July 31, 1991; 59 FR 22418, Apr. 29, 
1994; 61 FR 60396, Nov. 27, 1996; 63 FR 40623, 
July 29, 1998; 65 FR 38729, June 22, 2000]

§ 668.2 General definitions. 
(a) The following definitions are con-

tained in the regulations for Institu-
tional Eligibility under the Higher 
Education Act of 1965, as amended, 34 
CFR part 600:

Accredited 
Award year 
Branch campus 
Clock hour 
Correspondence course 
Educational program 
Eligible institution 
Federal Family Education Loan (FFEL) pro-

grams 
Incarcerated student 
Institution of higher education 
Legally authorized 
Nationally recognized accrediting agency 
Nonprofit institution 
One-year training program 
Postsecondary vocational institution 
Preaccredited 
Proprietary institution of higher education 
Recognized equivalent of a high school di-

ploma 
Recognized occupation 
Regular student 
Secretary 
State 
Telecommunications course

(b) The following definitions apply to 
all Title IV, HEA programs: 

Academic year: (1) A period that be-
gins on the first day of classes and ends 
on the last day of classes or examina-
tions and that is a minimum of 30 
weeks (except as provided in § 668.3) of 
instructional time during which, for an 
undergraduate educational program, a 
full-time student is expected to com-
plete at least— 

(i) Twenty-four semester or trimester 
hours or 36 quarter hours in an edu-
cational program whose length is 
measured in credit hours; or 

(ii) Nine hundred clock hours in an 
educational program whose length is 
measured in clock hours. 

(2) For purposes of this definition— 
(i) A week is a consecutive seven-day 

period; 

(ii) If an institution provides an edu-
cational program using a semester, tri-
mester, or quarter system, or in clock 
hours, the Secretary considers that the 
institution provides one week of in-
structional time in that program dur-
ing any week the institution provides 
for that program— 

(A) At least one day of regularly 
scheduled instruction or examinations; 
or 

(B) After the last scheduled day of 
classes for a term, at least one day of 
study for initial examinations. 

(iii) If an institution provides an edu-
cational program using credit hours 
but not a semester, trimester, or quar-
ter system, the Secretary considers 
that the institution provides one week 
of instructional time in that program 
during any week the institution pro-
vides for that program— 

(A) At least 12 hours of regularly 
scheduled instruction or examinations; 
or 

(B) After the last scheduled day of 
classes for a payment period, at least 
12 hours of study for final examina-
tions. 

(iv) Instructional time does not in-
clude any vacation periods, homework, 
or periods of orientation or counseling. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1088)

Campus-based programs: (1) The Fed-
eral Perkins Loan Program (34 CFR 
parts 673 and 674); 

(2) The Federal Work-Study (FWS) 
Program (34 CFR parts 673 and 675); and 

(3) The Federal Supplemental Edu-
cational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG) 
Program (34 CFR parts 673 and 676). 

Defense loan: A loan made before July 
1, 1972, under Title II of the National 
Defense Education Act of 1958. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 421–429)

Dependent student: Any student who 
does not qualify as an independent stu-
dent (see Independent student). 

Designated department official: An offi-
cial of the Department of Education to 
whom the Secretary has delegated re-
sponsibilities indicated in this part. 

Direct Loan Program loan: A loan 
made under the William D. Ford Fed-
eral Direct Loan Program. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1087a et seq.)
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