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The Adminigtration supports Senate passage of the FY 2004 Didtrict of Columbia
Appropriations Bill, as reported by the Appropriations Committee.

While this bill exceeds the President’ s request by $145 miillion, the Administration looks
forward to working with the Congress to ensure that the FY 2004 gppropriations bills ultimatdly fit
within the top line funding leve agreed to by both the Adminigtration and the Congress. The President
supports a discretionary spending total of $785.6 billion, dong with advance gppropriations for FY
2005 — conggtent with his Budget and the FY 2004 Congressond Budget Resolution. Only within
such afiscal environment can we encourage increased economic growth and areturn to a balanced
budget. The Administration looks forward to working with the Congress to ensure that its priorities are
met within thet overdl totd.

Additional Adminigtration views regarding the Committeg's verson of the bill are:

School Choice Incentive Fund

The Adminigration is pleased the Commiittee bill includes $13 million for the President's School
Choice Incentive Fund initiative. Thisinnovative reform will increase the capacity of the Didtrict to
provide parents — particularly low-income parents — with more options for obtaining a quaity education
for their children who are trgpped in low-performing schools. The Adminigration appreciates the
Committee's support for strengthening the Didtrict’s school system and strongly urges the Senate to
retain thisinitiative.

Federd Funding for DC

The Adminigration applauds the Committee for fully funding the President's request of $17
million for Digtrict resident tuition support, aswell as $15 million for emergency planning and security
cogsin the Didtrict.

Attorney’ s Fees under the Individuas with Disahilities Education Act (IDEA)




The Adminidration is pleased that the Committee has retained the provision that caps the award
of plaintiffs attorneys feesin cases brought againg the Digtrict of Columbia Public Schools (DCPS)
under IDEA. The Adminigtration strongly supports the education of childrenwith disabilities according
to the principles embodied in IDEA, and it isin the best interest of the Didtrict's children if DCPS uses
its limited resources to improve its specid education programs rather than pay excessive atorneys fees.

Loca Budget Autonomy

The Adminigration continues to support loca budget autonomy, which would free the Didtrict's
local funds from any delay in the appropriations process past the beginning of the fisca year. We
gppreciate Congress consideration of this proposal and recognize Congress would continue to ensure
responsgible use of Federd and loca funds through the enactment of the Didtrict's annud appropriations
bill.

Other Issues

The Adminidration is disgppointed that the Senate version of the bill modifies current law with
respect to alowing loca funds to be used for needle exchange.

The Adminigtration is concerned with the number of unrequested earmarks contained in the

Committee bill, including $20 million provided to the Digtrict of Columbia Chief Financid Officer for a
variety of unspecified projects.
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