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The Adminigtration strongly supports House passage of H.R. 5, abipartisan bill to reform the Nation's
badly broken medicd ligbility sysem. The bill would improve accessto qudity care, while reducing
hedlth care cogts, by ensuring a more timely, predictable and fair liability system.

The President strongly believes that patients who are hurt due to the negligence of adoctor should be
ableto callect full damages for current and future medical care, thergpy, rehabilitation, lost wages, and
other economic losses. In cases of egregious misconduct, doctors may be responsible for reasonable
punitive dameges. Victims of mapractice should aso be able to collect non-economic damages, such
as for pain and suffering, but within areasonable limit.

Consgent standards for liability reform will prevent excessve awards that drive up health care cogts,
encourage frivolous lawsuits, and promote time-consuming legd proceedings. The Adminidration is
pleased that H.R. 5 includes many of the President’ s reforms needed to create a medicd liability sysem
that will compensate patients fairly, hold doctors accountable without driving them out of medicine, and
reduce hedlth care costs.

Urgent Congressiond action is needed because the medicd liability criss has forced some doctors to
close ther practices and made it more difficult for patients to access affordable, qudity hedth care
throughout the country. In many States that have not enacted meaningful reforms like those contained in
H.R. 5, hedth care providers are facing enormous increases in their medicd liability insurance premiums
or are unable to obtain coverage a dl. Physiciansforced to quit their practice leave patients with no
access to trauma care, childbirth care, and other critical, and even basic, medicad services. Thelidhility
crigs has dso imposad costs - which could easily exceed $28 hillion this year — on the Federa
Government and the American taxpayer, adding to the costs of Medicare and Medicaid and frustrating
initiatives to improve access to affordable care.

The Adminigtration looks forward to working with the House and the Senate to enact legidation that
meets the President's goa of reasonable medicd ligbility reforms. Combined with the patient safety
legidation, which the House passed earlier thisweek, H.R. 5 will result in safer, more affordable health
carefor dl.
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