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required pilot flight crewmember un-
less that person has satisfactorily com-
pleted either a proficiency check, or an
approved simulator course of training
under §121.409, as follows:

(1) For a pilot in command, a pro-
ficiency check within the preceding 12
calendar months and, in addition, with-
in the preceding 6 calendar months, ei-
ther a proficiency check or the simu-
lator training.

(2) For all other pilots—

(i) Within the preceding 24 calendar
months either a proficiency check or
the line-oriented simulator training
course under §121.409; and

(ii) Within the preceding 12 calendar
months, either a proficiency check or
any simulator training course under
§121.409.

(b) Except as provided in paragraphs
(c) and (d) of this section, a proficiency
check must meet the following require-
ments:

(1) It must include at least the proce-
dures and maneuvers set forth in ap-
pendix F to this part unless otherwise
specifically provided in that appendix.

(2) It must be given by the Adminis-
trator or a pilot check airman.

(c) An approved airplane simulator or
other appropriate training device may
be used in the conduct of a proficiency
check as provided in appendix F to this
part.

(d) A person giving a proficiency
check may, in his discretion, waive any
of the maneuvers or procedures for
which a specific waiver authority is set
forth in appendix F to this part if—

(1) The Administrator has not specifi-
cally required the particular maneuver
or procedure to be performed;

(2) The pilot being checked is, at the
time of the check, employed by a cer-
tificate holder as a pilot; and

(3) The pilot being checked is cur-
rently qualified for operations under
this part in the particular type air-
plane and flight crewmember position
or has, within the preceding six cal-
endar months, satisfactorily completed
an approved training program for the
particular type airplane.

(e) If the pilot being checked fails
any of the required maneuvers, the per-
son giving the proficiency check may
give additional training to the pilot
during the course of the proficiency
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check. In addition to repeating the ma-
neuvers failed, the person giving the
proficiency check may require the
pilot being checked to repeat any other
maneuvers he finds are necessary to de-
termine the pilot’s proficiency. If the
pilot being checked is unable to dem-
onstrate satisfactory performance to
the person conducting the check, the
certificate holder may not use him nor
may he serve in operations under this
part until he has satisfactorily com-
pleted a proficiency check.

However, the entire proficiency check
(other than the initial second-in-com-
mand proficiency check) required by
this section may be conducted in an ap-
proved visual simulator if the pilot
being checked accomplishes at least
two landings in the appropriate air-
plane during a line check or other
check conducted by a pilot check air-
man (a pilot-in-command may observe
and certify the satisfactory accom-
plishment of these landings by a sec-
ond-in-command). If a pilot proficiency
check is conducted in accordance with
this paragraph, the next required pro-
ficiency check for that pilot must be
conducted in the same manner, or in
accordance with appendix F of this
part, or a course of training in an air-
plane visual simulator under §121.409
may be substituted therefor.

[Doc. No. 9509, 35 FR 96, Jan. 3, 1970, as
amended by Amdt. 121-103, 38 FR 12203, May
10, 1973, Amdt. 121-108, 38 FR 35446, Dec. 28,
1973; Amdt. 121-144, 43 FR 22648, May 25, 1978;
Amdt. 121-263, 62 FR 13791, Mar. 21, 1997]

§121.443 Pilot in command qualifica-
tion: Route and airports.

(a) Bach certificate holder shall pro-
vide a system acceptable to the Admin-
istrator for disseminating the informa-
tion required by paragraph (b) of this
section to the pilot in command and
appropriate flight operation personnel.
The system must also provide an ac-
ceptable means for showing compliance
with §121.445.

(b) No certificate holder may use any
person, nor may any person serve, as
pilot in command unless the certificate
holder has provided that person cur-
rent information concerning the fol-
lowing subjects pertinent to the areas
over which that person is to serve, and
to each airport and terminal area into
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which that person is to operate, and
ensures that that person has adequate
knowledge of, and the ability to use,
the information:

(1) Weather characteristics appro-
priate to the season.

(2) Navigation facilities.

(3) Communication procedures, in-
cluding airport visual aids.

(4) Kinds of terrain and obstructions.

(5) Minimum safe flight levels.

(6) En route and terminal area ar-
rival and departure procedures, holding
procedures and authorized instrument
approach procedures for the airports
involved.

(7) Congested areas and physical lay-
out of each airport in the terminal area
in which the pilot will operate.

(8) Notices to Airmen.

[Doc. No. 17897, 45 FR 41594, June 19, 1980;
Amdt. 121-159, 45 FR 43154, June 26, 1980]

§121.445 Pilot in command airport
qualification: Special areas and air-
ports.

(a) The Administrator may deter-
mine that certain airports (due to
items such as surrounding terrain, ob-
structions, or complex approach or de-
parture procedures) are special airports
requiring special airport qualifications
and that certain areas or routes, or
both, require a special type of naviga-
tion qualification.

(b) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, no certificate holder
may use any person, nor may any per-
son serve, as pilot in command to or
from an airport determined to require
special airport qualifications unless,
within the preceding 12 calendar
months:

(1) The pilot in command or second in
command has made an entry to that
airport (including a takeoff and land-
ing) while serving as a pilot flight
crewmember; or

(2) The pilot in command has quali-
fied by using pictorial means accept-
able to the Administrator for that air-
port.

(c) Paragraph (b) of this section does
not apply when an entry to that air-
port (including a takeoff or a landing)
is being made if the ceiling at that air-
port is at least 1,000 feet above the low-
est MEA or MOCA, or initial approach
altitude prescribed for the instrument
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approach procedure for that airport,
and the visibility at that airport is at
least 3 miles.

(d) No certificate holder may use any
person, nor may any person serve, as
pilot in command between terminals
over a route or area that requires a
special type of navigation qualification
unless, within the preceding 12 cal-
endar months, that person has dem-
onstrated qualification on the applica-
ble navigation system in a manner ac-
ceptable to the Administrator, by one
of the following methods:

(1) By flying over a route or area as
pilot in command using the applicable
special type of navigation system.

(2) By flying over a route or area as
pilot in command under the super-
vision of a check airman using the spe-
cial type of navigation system.

(3) By completing the training pro-
gram requirements of appendix G of
this part.

[Doc. No. 17897, 45 FR 41594, June 19, 1980]
§121.447 [Reserved]

§121.453 Flight
tions.

engineer qualifica-

(a) No certificate holder may use any
person nor may any person serve as a
flight engineer on an airplane unless,
within the preceding 6 calendar
months, he has had at least 50 hours of
flight time as a flight engineer on that
type airplane or the certificate holder
or the Administrator has checked him
on that type airplane and determined
that he is familiar and competent with
all essential current information and
operating procedures.

(b) A flight check given in accord-
ance with §121.425(a)(2) satisfies the re-
quirements of paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion.

[Doc. No. 9509, 35 FR 96, Jan. 3, 1970]

§121.455 Use of prohibited drugs.

(a) This section applies to persons
who perform a function listed in appen-
dix I to this part for the certificate
holder or operator. For the purpose of
this section, a person who performs
such a function pursuant to a contract
with the certificate holder or operator
is considered to be performing that
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