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§ 1216.314 Tiering. 
Actions which are the subject of an 

environmental impact statement and 
which represents projects of broad 
scope may contain within them compo-
nent actions of narrower scope, perhaps 
restricted to individual sites of activ-
ity or sequential stages of a mission, 
and which themselves may require en-
vironmental assessments and, where 
necessary, environmental impact 
statements. The CEQ Regulations pro-
vide that agencies may use ‘‘Tiering’’ 
(§ 1508.28 of the CEQ Regulations) of en-
vironmental impact statements to re-
late such broad and narrow actions. 
When employing tiering, Headquarters 
officials shall, by reference, make max-
imum use of environmental docu-
mentation already available, and avoid 
repetition. 

§ 1216.315 Processing legislative envi-
ronmental impact statements. 

(a) Preparation of a legislative envi-
ronmental impact statement shall con-
form to the requirements of 40 CFR 
1506.8 of the CEQ Regulations. The re-
sponsible Headquarters official, in co-
ordination with the Associate Adminis-
trator for Management, shall identify 
those NASA recommendations or re-
ports on legislation that would require 
preparation of environmental impact 
statements in accordance with criteria 
set forth in 14 CFR 1216.305. 

(b) For the purposes of this provision, 
‘‘legislation’’ not only excludes re-
quests for appropriations (40 CFR 
1508.17 of the CEQ Regulations), but 
also excludes the annual authorization 
bill submitted to the Congress. 

[53 FR 9762, Mar. 25, 1988] 

§ 1216.316 Cooperating with other 
agencies and individuals. 

(a) The Associate Administrator for 
Management, in coordination with the 
Associate Administrator for External 
Relations, shall ensure that NASA offi-
cials have an opportunity to cooperate 
with other agencies and individuals. 
He/she shall keep abreast of the activi-
ties of Federal, state, and local agen-
cies, particularly activities in which 
NASA has expertise or jurisdiction by 
law (see 40 CFR 1508.15 of the CEQ Reg-
ulations). He/she shall inform the re-

sponsible Headquarters official of the 
need for cooperation as necessary. 

(b) At the request of the Associate 
Administrator for Management, Head-
quarters officials shall initiate discus-
sions with another Federal agency con-
cerning those activities which may be 
the subject of that agency’s EIS on 
which NASA proposes to comment. 

(c) At the request of the Associate 
Administrator for Management, the re-
sponsible Headquarters official shall, 
in the interest of eliminating duplica-
tion, prepare joint analyses, assess-
ments, and statements with state and 
local agencies. These joint environ-
mental documents shall conform with 
the requirements of these procedures 
and overall NASA policy. 

(d) Because of the uniqueness of the 
NASA’s aerospace activities, it is un-
likely that NASA will have the oppor-
tunity to ‘‘adopt’’ environmental state-
ments prepared by other agencies (40 
CFR 1506.3 of the CEQ Regulations). 
However, should the responsible NASA 
offical wish to adopt a Federal draft or 
final environmental impact statement 
or portion thereof, he/she shall consult 
with the Associate Administrator for 
Management to determine whether 
that statement meets NASA require-
ments. 

(e) From time to time, there may be 
disagreements between NASA and 
other Federal agencies regarding which 
agency has primary responsibility to 
prepare an environmental impact 
statement in which both parties are in-
volved. The Headquarters official with 
primary responsibility for the activity 
in question shall consult with the As-
sociate Administrator for Management 
to resolve such questions in accordance 
with 40 CFR 1501.5 of the CEQ Regula-
tions. 

(f) Responsibility for the environ-
mental analyses and any necessary en-
vironmental assessments and environ-
mental impact statements required by 
permits, leases, easements, etc., pro-
posed for issuance to non-Federal ap-
plicants rests with the Headquarters 
official responsible for granting of that 
permit, lease, easement, etc. The re-
sponsible Headquarters official shall 
consult with the Associate Adminis-
trator for Management for advice on 
the type of environmental information 
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