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consequence of the matter by which
the employee is aggrieved;

(6) To order that an employee be pro-
vided with facilities relating to the
physical working environment which
the employee has been denied arbi-
trarily, capriciously or in violation of
applicable regulation.

(c) Such orders of the Board shall be
final, subject to judicial review as pro-
vided for in section 694 of the Act, ex-
cept that reinstatement of former offi-
cers who have filed grievances under
§ 16.1(c)(7) shall be presented as Board
recommendations, the decision on
which shall be subject to the sole dis-
cretion of the agency head or designee,
who shall take into account the needs
of the Service in deciding on such rec-
ommendations, and shall not be sub-
jected to judicial review under section
694 of the Act. The reason(s) for the
agency head’s (or designee’s) decision
will be conveyed in writing to the
Board and the grievant.

(d) If the Board finds that the griev-
ance is meritorious and that remedial
action should be taken that directly re-
lates to promotion or assignment of
the grievant, or to other remedial ac-
tion, including additional step in-
creases, not provided for in paragraph
(b) of this section, or if the Board finds
that the evidence before it warrants
disciplinary action against any officer
or employee, it shall make an appro-
priate recommendation to the head of
the agency, and forward to the head of
the agency the record of the Board’s
proceedings, including the transcript of
the hearing, if any. The head of the
agency (or designee, who shall not have
direct responsibility for administrative
management) shall make a written de-
cision to the parties and to the Board
on the Board’s recommendation within
30 days from receipt of the rec-
ommendation. A recommendation of
the Board may be rejected in part or in
whole if the action recommended
would be contrary to law, would ad-
versely affect the foreign policy or se-
curity of the United States, or would
substantially impair the efficiency of
the Service. If the decision rejects the
Board’s recommendation in part or in
whole, the decision shall state specifi-
cally any and all reasons for such ac-
tion. Pending the decision, there shall

be no ex parte communications con-
cerning the grievance between the
agency head, or designee, and any per-
son involved in the grievance pro-
ceeding.

§ 16.14 Reconsideration of a grievance.
A grievant whose grievance is found

not to be meritorious by the Board
may obtain reconsideration by the
Board only upon presenting newly dis-
covered or previously unavailable ma-
terial evidence not previously consid-
ered by the Board and then only upon
approval of the Board.

§ 16.15 Judicial review.
Any aggrieved party may obtain judi-

cial review of these regulations, and re-
visions thereto, and final actions of the
agency head (or designee) or the Griev-
ance Board hereunder, in the District
Courts of the United States, in accord-
ance with the standards set forth in
chapter 7 of title 5 of the United States
Code. Section 706 of title 5 shall apply
without limitation or exception.

PART 17—OVERPAYMENTS TO AN-
NUITANTS UNDER THE FOREIGN
SERVICE RETIREMENT AND DIS-
ABILITY SYSTEM

Sec.
17.1 Definitions.
17.2 General provisions.
17.3 Notice to annuitants.
17.4 Initial determination.
17.5 Standards.
17.6 Notice of decision and right of appeal.
17.7 Appeal.

AUTHORITY: 22 U.S.C. 842; 22 U.S.C. 1061; 22
U.S.C. 2658; and E.O. 10897 (25 FR 12439).

SOURCE: 44 FR 47928, Aug. 16, 1979, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 17.1 Definitions.
(a) Act means the Foreign Service

Act of 1946, as amended.
(b) Annuitant has the meaning set

forth in section 804(1) of the Act (22
U.S.C. 1064(1)).

(c) Foreign Service Grievance Board
means the Board established by 22 CFR
16.10 under sections 691 and 692 of the
Act (22 U.S.C. 1037–1037c).

(d) Overpayments has the same mean-
ing as in § 822(d) of the Act (22 U.S.C.
1076a(d)).
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