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ER/RET as in accordance with the Act
and these regulations, only by agree-
ment of the parties up to the last day
allowed by this paragraph for filing
such an agreement. Thereafter, it is ir-
revocable. If a participant dies in serv-
ice after having filed a valid election
under this section, a survivor annuity
will be paid to an eligible former
suriving spouse in accordance with the
terms of the election.

§ 19.11–3 Regular survivor annuity for
a spouse.

(a) In the absence of a joint election
or a spousal agreement to the con-
trary, a participant or former partici-
pant who is separated from active serv-
ice on or after February 15, 1981 who is
married at the commencement of his/
her annuity shall provide a regular sur-
vivor annuity for a spouse under § 19.10–
2 equal to the maximum amount that
remains available under limitations
stated in paragraph (b) of that section
after allowing for any commitment of a
regular survivor annuity for a former
spouse who has not remarried prior to
age 60 and who is alive on the date the
former participant becomes eligible for
an annuity.

(b) A regular survivor annuity is also
payable to a surviving spouse for whom
a principal elected an annuity under
§ 19.10–3, § 19.10–4, or § 19.11–2(c) fol-
lowing a marriage after comencement
of his/her annuity.

(c) The amount of a regular survivor
annuity equals 55 percent of the base
designated for the benefit at the time
the principal’s annuity commenced, ad-
justed by the total percentage of cost-
of-living increases the principal was re-
ceiving at death.

(d) A survivor annuity is payable to a
surviving spouse only if that person
was married to the principal at the
time of his/her death or if the spouse
became a former spouse under the defi-
nition in § 19.2(k).

[46 FR 12958, Feb. 19, 1981. Redesignated and
amended at 46 FR 18970, Mar. 27, 1981]

§ 19.11–4 Procedure in event a spouse
or former spouse is missing.

If a participant or former participant
has a spouse or former spouse whose
whereabouts are unknown, such partic-
ipant may elect to reduce or eliminate

the share of a regular survivor annuity
provided for that person under § 19.11–2
or § 19.11–3 by filing an affidavit with
PER/ER/RET stating that his/her
spouse or former spouse is missing and
giving full name, last known address,
date last heard from, circumstances of
the disappearance and a description of
the effort that has been made to locate
the individual. Thereafter, the partici-
pant shall take such additional steps to
locate the missing person as may be di-
rected by PER/ER/RET. That Office
shall also attempt to locate the miss-
ing person by sending a letter to the
individual’s last known address given
in the Department’s files, to the ad-
dress given on the affidavit, and, if a
Social Security number is known, to
the Social Security Administration for
forwarding. The election and affidavit
may be filed at any time before com-
mencement of annuity. It must remain
on file with PER/ER/RET for at least
one year before being given irrevocable
effect by the Department. If the annu-
ity to the former participant becomes
effective prior to the expiration of this
one year period, the annuity shall be
computed and paid without reference
to the election filed under this section.
Following this one-year period, or at
the commencement of annuity, if later,
if the missing person has not been lo-
cated, the affidavit may be reaffirmed
by the participant, after which an elec-
tion by the participant to reduce or
eliminate the share of regular survivor
annuity for the missing person shall be
given irrevocable effect by the Depart-
ment. If the annuity to the former par-
ticipant has commenced, it shall be re-
computed and paid retroactively to
give effect to any election made under
this section.

§ 19.11–5 Commencement, termination
and adjustment of annuities.

(a) An annuity payable from the
Fund to a surviving spouse or former
spouse begins on the day after the par-
ticipant or annuitant dies and stops on
the last day of the month before the
survivor’s (1) marriage before age 60, or
(2) death. If a survivor annuity is ter-
minated because of remarriage, the an-
nuity is restored at the same rate ef-
fective on the date such remarriage is
terminated, provided any lump-sum
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paid upon termination of the annuity
is returned to the Fund. The termi-
nation of a surviving spouse annuity
due to remarriage does not apply to a
survivor annuitant who is a surviving
spouse of a participant who died in
service or retired before October 1, 1976,
unless elected following a marriage
after retirement under circumstances
described in § 19.10–3 or § 19.10–4.

(b) A surviving spouse or former
spouse shall not become entitled to a
survivor annuity or to the restoration
of a survivor annuity payable from the
Fund unless the survivor elects to re-
ceive it instead of any other survivor
annuity to which entitled under this or
any other retirement system for Gov-
ernment employees. (For this purpose,
neither the Social Security system nor
the military retirement system is con-
sidered a retirement system for Gov-
ernment employees.) This restriction
does not apply to a survivor annuitant
who is a surviving spouse of a partici-
pant who died in service or retired be-
fore October 1, 1976, unless the survivor
annuity was elected under cir-
cumstances described in § 19.10–3 or
§ 19.10–4.

(c) A child’s annuity begins on the
day after the participant dies, or if a
child is not then qualified, on the first
day of the month in which the child be-
comes eligible. A child’s annuity shall
terminate on the last day of the month
which precedes the month in which eli-
gibility ceases.

(d) Regular and supplemental sur-
vivor annuities to a spouse or former
spouse of an annuitant described in
§§ 19.11–2, 19.11–3 and 19.10–6(b) are in-
creased from their effective date by the
cumulative percentage of cost-of-living
increases the annuitant was receiving
under section 826 of the Act at death.
All annuities payable to survivors on
the date a cost-of-living adjustment be-
comes effective are increased by that
percentage except (1) the first increase
to a surviving spouse of a participant
who dies in service shall be pro rated
and (2) additional survivor annuities
under § 19.10–5 when the spousal agree-
ment authorizing the annuity makes
no provision for cost-of-living in-
creases.

(e) The annuity of survivors becomes
effective as specified in this section but

is not paid until the survivor submits
Form JF–38, Application for Death
Benefits, supported by such proof as
may be required, for example, death,
marriage, and/or divorce certificates.
In the event that such is not submitted
during an otherwise eligible bene-
ficiary’s lifetime, no annuity is due or
payable to the beneficiary’s estate.

[46 FR 12958, Feb. 19, 1981. Redesignated and
amended at 46 FR 18970, Mar. 27, 1981]

§ 19.11–6 Death during active duty.
(a) Annuity for surviving former spouse.

In the event a participant dies before
separation from the Service and leaves
a former spouse, such former spouse is
entitled to a regular survivor annuity
under § 19.11–2 computed as if the par-
ticipant had retired on the date of
death unless a court order or spousal
agreement is on file in the Department
waiving such entitlement or providing
for some other computation, or unless
the former spouse had been found miss-
ing and an election filed under the pro-
cedures of § 19.11–4 waiving a survivor
benefit for that person. Any assumed
service authorized to be used under
paragraph (b) of this section in com-
puting the annuity for a surviving
spouse may not be counted as ‘‘years of
marriage’’ when determining whether
the previous spouse qualifies as a
‘‘former spouse’’ under the definition
in § 19.2(k) or when computing the pro
rata share under § 19.2(s). A former
spouse is entitled to an additional sur-
vivor annuity under § 19.10–5 provided
death occurs on or after the effective
date of a spousal agreement providing
for the additional annuity.

(b) Annuity for surviving spouse. If a
participant who has at least 19 months
of civilian service credit toward retire-
ment under the System, excluding
extra service credited for unhealthful
post duty in accordance with section
816 of the Act, dies before separation
from the Service, and is survived by a
spouse as defined in § 19.2(v) such sur-
vivor shall be entitled to an annuity
equal to 55 percent of the annuity com-
puted in accordance with § 19.10–1 less
any annuity payable to a former spouse
under paragraph a. If the participant
had less than three years of creditable
civilian service at the time of death,
the survivor annuity is computed on
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