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§ 62.23 College and university stu-
dents.

(a) Purpose. Programs under § 514.23
provide foreign students the oppor-
tunity to participate in a designated
exchange program while studying at a
degree-granting post-secondary accred-
ited educational institution. Exchange
visitors under this category may par-
ticipate in degree and non-degree pro-
grams. Such exchanges are intended to
promote mutual understanding by fos-
tering the exchange of ideas between
foreign students and their American
counterparts.

(b) Designation. The Department of
State may, in its sole discretion, des-
ignate bona fide programs which offer
foreign nationals the opportunity to
study in the United States at post-sec-
ondary accredited educational institu-
tions.

(c) Selection criteria. Sponsors select
the college and university students
who participate in their exchange vis-
itor programs. Sponsors shall secure
sufficient background information on
the students to ensure that they have
the academic credentials required for
their program. Students are eligible for
the Exchange Visitor Program if at
any time during their college studies in
the United States:

(1) They or their program are fi-
nanced directly or indirectly by:

(i) The United States Government;
(ii) The government of the student’s

home country; or
(iii) An international organization of

which the United States is a member
by treaty or statute;

(2) The programs are carried out pur-
suant to an agreement between the
United States Government and a for-
eign government;

(3) The program are carried out pur-
suant to written agreement between:

(i) American and foreign educational
institutions;

(ii) An American educational institu-
tion and a foreign government; or

(iii) A state or local government in
the United States and a foreign govern-
ment; or

(4) The exchange visitors are sup-
ported substantially by funding from
any source other than personal or fam-
ily funds.

(d) Admissions requirement. In addition
to satisfying the requirements of
§ 514.10(a), sponsors shall ensure that
the exchange visitor student has been
admitted to the post-secondary accred-
ited educational institution(s) listed on
the Form IAP–66 before issuing the
form.

(e) Full course of study requirement.
Exchange visitor students shall pursue
a full course of study at a post-sec-
ondary accredited educational institu-
tion in the United States as defined in
§ 514.2, except under the following cir-
cumstances:

(1) Vacation. During official school
breaks and summer vacations if the
student is eligible and intends to reg-
ister for the next term. A student at-
tending a school on a quarter or tri-
mester calendar may be permitted to
take the annual vacation during any
one of the quarters or trimesters in-
stead of during the summer.

(2) Medical problem. If the student is
compelled to reduce or interrupt a full
course of study due to an illness or
medical condition and the student pre-
sents to the responsible officer a writ-
ten statement from a physician requir-
ing or recommending an interruption
or reduction in studies.

(3) Bona fide academic reason. If the
student is compelled to pursue less
than a full course of study for a term
and the student presents to the respon-
sible officer a written statement from
the academic dean or advisor recom-
mending the student to reduce his or
her academic load to less than a full
course of study due to an academic rea-
son.

(4) Non-degree program. If the student
is engaged full time in a prescribed
course of study in a non-degree pro-
gram of up to 24 months duration con-
ducted by a post-secondary accredited
educational institution.

(5) Academic training. If the student is
participating in authorized academic
training in accordance with § 514.23(f).

(6) Final term. If the student needs
less than a full course of study to com-
plete the academic requirements in his
or her final term.

(f) Academic training. (1) A student
may participate in academic training
programs during his or her studies,
without wages or other remuneration,
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with the approval of the academic dean
or advisor and the responsible officer.

(2) A student may be authorized to
participate in academic training pro-
grams for wages or other remunera-
tion:

(i) During his or her studies; or
(ii) Commencing not later than thir-

ty (30) days after completion of his or
her studies, if the criteria, time limita-
tions, procedures, and evaluations list-
ed below in paragraphs (f) (3) to (6) are
satisfied:

(3) Criteria.
(i) The student is primarily in the

United States to study rather than en-
gage in academic training;

(ii) The student is participating in
academic training that is directly re-
lated to his or her major field of study
at the post-secondary accredited edu-
cational institution listed on his or her
Form IAP–66;

(iii) The student is in good academic
standing with the post-secondary ac-
credited educational institution; and

(iv) The student receives written ap-
proval in advance from the responsible
officer for the duration and type of aca-
demic training.

(4) Time limitations. The exchange vis-
itor is authorized to participate in aca-
demic training for the length of time
necessary to complete the goals and
objectives of the training, provided
that the amount of time for academic
training:

(i) Is approved by the academic dean
or advisor and approved by the respon-
sible officer;

(ii) For undergraduate and pre-doc-
toral training, does not exceed eight-
een (18) months, inclusive of any prior
academic training in the United
States, or the period of full course of
study in the United States, whichever
is less; except, additional time for aca-
demic training is allowed to the extent
necessary for the exchange visitor to
satisfy the mandatory requirements of
his or her degree program in the United
States;

(iii) For post-doctoral training, does
not exceed a total of thirty-six (36)
months, inclusive of any prior aca-
demic training in the United States as
an exchange visitor, or the period of
the full course of study in the United
States, whichever is less. A new Form

IAP–66 shall be issued for each eighteen
(18) month period.

(5) Procedures. To obtain authoriza-
tion to engage in academic training:

(i) The exchange visitor shall present
to the responsible officer a letter of
recommendation from the student’s
academic dean or advisor setting forth:

(A) The goals and objectives of the
specific training program;

(B) A description of the training pro-
gram, including its location, the name
and address of the training supervisor,
number of hours per week, and dates of
the training;

(C) How the training relates to the
student’s major field of study; and

(D) Why it is an integral or critical
part of the academic program of the
exchange visitor student.

(ii) The responsible officer shall:
(A) Determine if and to what extent

the student has previously participated
in academic training as an exchange
visitor student, in order to ensure the
student does not exceed the period per-
mitted in § 514.23(f);

(B) Review the letter required in
paragraph (f)(5)(i) of this section; and

(C) Make a written determination of
whether the academic training cur-
rently being requested is warranted
and the criteria and time limitations
set forth in § 514.23(f) (3) and (4) are sat-
isfied.

(6) Evaluation requirements. The spon-
sor shall evaluate the effectiveness and
appropriateness of the academic train-
ing in achieving the stated goals and
objectives in order to ensure the qual-
ity of the academic training program.

(g) Student employment. Exchange vis-
itor students may engage in part-time
employment when the following cri-
teria and conditions are satisfied.

(1) The student employment:
(i) Is pursuant to the terms of a

scholarship, fellowship, or
assistantship;

(ii) Occurs on the premises of the
post-secondary accredited educational
institution the visitor is authorized to
attend; or

(iii) Occurs off-campus when nec-
essary because of serious, urgent, and
unforeseen economic circumstances
which have arisen since acquiring ex-
change visitor status.
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(2) Exchange visitor students may en-
gage in employment as provided in
paragraph (g)(1) of this section if the:

(i) Student is in good academic
standing at the post-secondary accred-
ited educational institution;

(ii) Student continues to engage in a
full course of study, except for official
school breaks and the student’s annual
vacation;

(iii) Employment totals no more than
20 hours per week, except during offi-
cial school breaks and the student’s an-
nual vacation; and

(iv) The responsible officer has ap-
proved the specific employment in ad-
vance and in writing. Such approval
may be valid up to twelve months, but
is automatically withdrawn if the stu-
dent’s program is terminated.

(h) Duration of participation—(1) De-
gree students. Exchange visitor students
who are in degree programs shall be au-
thorized to participate in the Exchange
Visitor Program as long as they are ei-
ther:

(i) Studying at the post-secondary
accredited educational institution list-
ed on their Form IAP–66 and are:

(A) Pursuing a full course of study as
set forth in § 514.23(e), and

(B) Maintaining satisfactory ad-
vancement towards the completion of
their academic program; or

(ii) Participating in an authorized
academic training program as per-
mitted in § 514.23(f).

(2) Non-degree students. Exchange visi-
tors who are non-degree students shall
be authorized to participate in the Ex-
change Visitor Program for up to 24
months, if they are either:

(i) Studying at the post-secondary
accredited educational institution list-
ed on their Form IAP–66 and are:

(A) Participating full-time in a pre-
scribed course of study; and

(B) Maintaining satisfactory ad-
vancement towards the completion of
their academic program; or

(ii) Participating in an authorized
academic training program as per-
mitted in § 514.23(f).

§ 62.24 Teachers.
(a) Purpose. These regulations govern

exchange visitors who teach full-time
in primary and secondary accredited
educational institutions. Programs

under § 514.24 promote the interchange
of American and foreign teachers in
public and private schools and the en-
hancement of mutual understanding
between people of the United States
and other countries. They do so by pro-
viding foreign teachers opportunities
to teach in primary and secondary ac-
credited educational institutions in the
United States, to participate actively
in cross-cultural activities with Ameri-
cans in schools and communities, and
to return home ultimately to share
their experiences and their increased
knowledge of the United States. Such
exchanges enable visitors to under-
stand better American culture, society,
and teaching practices at the primary
and secondary levels, and enhance
American knowledge of foreign cul-
tures, customs, and teaching ap-
proaches.

(b) Designation. The Department of
State may, in its discretion, designate
bona fide programs satisfying the objec-
tives in section (a) above as exchange
visitor programs in the teacher cat-
egory.

(c) Visitor eligibility. A foreign na-
tional shall be eligible to participate in
an exchange visitor program as a full-
time teacher if the individual:

(1) Meets the qualifications for teach-
ing in primary or secondary schools in
his or her country of nationality or
last legal residence;

(2) Satisfies the standards of the U.S.
state in which he or she will teach;

(3) Is of good reputation and char-
acter;

(4) Seeks to come to the United
States for the purpose of full-time
teaching at a primary or secondary ac-
credited educational institution in the
United States; and

(5) Has a minimum of three years of
teaching or related professional experi-
ence.

(d) Visitor selection. Sponsors shall
adequately screen teachers prior to ac-
cepting them for the program. Such
screening, in addition to the require-
ments of § 514.10(a), shall include:

(1) Evaluating the qualifications of
the foreign applicants to determine
whether the criteria set forth in
§ 514.24(c) are satisfied; and
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