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is the zero-bedroom payment standard 
amount on the PHA payment standard 
schedule. For a family residing in con-
gregate housing in an exception area, 
the payment standard is the HUD-ap-
proved zero-bedroom exception pay-
ment standard amount. 

(2) However, if there are two or more 
rooms in the unit (not including kitch-
en or sanitary facilities), the payment 
standard for a family residing in con-
gregate housing is the one-bedroom 
payment standard amount. 

(b) If there is a live-in aide, the live-
in aide must be counted in determining 
the family unit size. 

[63 FR 23865, Apr. 30, 1998, as amended at 64 
FR 26650, May 14, 1999]

§ 982.609 Congregate housing: Housing 
quality standards. 

(a) HQS standards for congregate hous-
ing. The HQS in § 982.401 apply to con-
gregate housing. However, the stand-
ards in this section apply in place of 
§ 982.401(c) (food preparation and refuse 
disposal). Congregate housing is not 
subject to the HQS acceptability re-
quirement in § 982.401(d)(2)(i) that the 
dwelling unit must have a kitchen 
area. 

(b) Food preparation and refuse dis-
posal: Additional performance require-
ments. The following additional per-
formance requirements apply to con-
gregate housing: 

(1) The unit must contain a refrig-
erator of appropriate size. 

(2) There must be central kitchen and 
dining facilities on the premises. These 
facilities: 

(i) Must be located within the prem-
ises, and accessible to the residents; 

(ii) Must contain suitable space and 
equipment to store, prepare, and serve 
food in a sanitary manner; 

(iii) Must be used to provide a food 
service that is provided for the resi-
dents, and that is not provided by the 
residents; and 

(iv) Must be for the primary use of 
residents of the congregate units and 
be sufficient in size to accommodate 
the residents. 

(3) There must be adequate facilities 
and services for the sanitary disposal 
of food waste and refuse, including fa-
cilities for temporary storage where 
necessary.

GROUP HOME

§ 982.610 Group home: Who may reside 
in a group home. 

(a) An elderly person or a person with 
disabilities may reside in a State-ap-
proved group home. 

(b)(1) If approved by the PHA, a live-
in aide may reside with a person with 
disabilities. 

(2) The PHA must approve a live-in 
aide if needed as a reasonable accom-
modation so that the program is read-
ily accessible to and usable by persons 
with disabilities in accordance with 24 
CFR part 8. See § 982.316 concerning oc-
cupancy by a live-in aide. 

(c) Except for a live-in aide, all resi-
dents of a group home, whether as-
sisted or unassisted, must be elderly 
persons or persons with disabilities. 

(d) Persons residing in a group home 
must not require continual medical or 
nursing care. 

(e) Persons who are not assisted 
under the tenant-based program may 
reside in a group home. 

(f) No more than 12 persons may re-
side in a group home. This limit covers 
all persons who reside in the unit, in-
cluding assisted and unassisted resi-
dents and any live-in aide.

§ 982.611 Group home: Lease and HAP 
contract. 

For assistance in a group home, there 
is a separate HAP contract and lease 
for each assisted person.

§ 982.612 Group home: State approval 
of group home. 

A group home must be licensed, cer-
tified, or otherwise approved in writing 
by the State (e.g., Department of 
Human Resources, Mental Health, Re-
tardation, or Social Services) as a 
group home for elderly persons or per-
sons with disabilities.

§ 982.613 Group home: Rent and 
voucher housing assistance pay-
ment. 

(a) Meaning of pro-rata portion. For a 
group home, the term ‘‘pro-rata por-
tion’’ means the ratio derived by divid-
ing the number of persons in the as-
sisted household by the total number 
of residents (assisted and unassisted) 
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residing in the group home. The num-
ber of persons in the assisted household 
equals one assisted person plus any 
PHA-approved live-in aide. 

(b) Rent to owner: Reasonable rent 
limit. (1) The rent to owner for an as-
sisted person may not exceed the pro-
rata portion of the reasonable rent for 
the group home. 

(2) The reasonable rent for a group 
home is determined in accordance with 
§ 982.507. In determining reasonable 
rent for the group home, the PHA must 
consider whether sanitary facilities, 
and facilities for food preparation and 
service, are common facilities or pri-
vate facilities. 

(c) Payment standard. (1) Family unit 
size. (i) Unless there is a live-in aide, 
the family unit size is zero or one bed-
room. 

(ii) If there is a live-in aide, the live-
in aide must be counted in determining 
the family unit size. 

(2) The payment standard for a per-
son who resides in a group home is the 
lower of: 

(i) The payment standard amount on 
the PHA payment standard schedule 
for the family unit size; or (ii) The pro-
rata portion of the payment standard 
amount on the PHA payment standard 
schedule for the group home size. 

(iii) If there is a live-in aide, the live-
in aide must be counted in determining 
the family unit size. 

(d) Utility allowance. The utility al-
lowance for each assisted person resid-
ing in a group home is the pro-rata por-
tion of the utility allowance for the 
group home unit size. 

[63 FR 23865, Apr. 30, 1998, as amended at 64 
FR 26651, May 14, 1999]

§ 982.614 Group home: Housing quality 
standards. 

(a) Compliance with HQS. The PHA 
may not give approval to reside in a 
group home unless the unit, including 
the portion of the unit available for use 
by the assisted person under the lease, 
meets the housing quality standards. 

(b) Applicable HQS standards. (1) The 
HQS in § 982.401 apply to assistance in a 
group home. However, the standards in 
this section apply in place of § 982.401(b) 
(sanitary facilities), § 982.401(c) (food 
preparation and refuse disposal), 
§ 982.401(d) (space and security), 

§ 982.401(g) (structure and materials) 
and § 982.401(l) (site and neighborhood). 

(2) The entire unit must comply with 
the HQS. 

(c) Additional performance require-
ments. The following additional per-
formance requirements apply to a 
group home: 

(1) Sanitary facilities. (i) There must 
be a bathroom in the unit. The unit 
must contain, and an assisted resident 
must have ready access to: 

(A) A flush toilet that can be used in 
privacy; 

(B) A fixed basin with hot and cold 
running water; and 

(C) A shower or bathtub with hot and 
cold running water. 

(ii) All of these facilities must be in 
proper operating condition, and must 
be adequate for personal cleanliness 
and the disposal of human waste. The 
facilities must utilize an approvable 
public or private disposal system. 

(iii) The unit may contain private or 
common sanitary facilities. However, 
the facilities must be sufficient in 
number so that they need not be shared 
by more than four residents of the 
group home. 

(iv) Sanitary facilities in the group 
home must be readily accessible to and 
usable by residents, including persons 
with disabilities. 

(2) Food preparation and service. (i) 
The unit must contain a kitchen and a 
dining area. There must be adequate 
space to store, prepare, and serve foods 
in a sanitary manner. 

(ii) Food preparation and service 
equipment must be in proper operating 
condition. The equipment must be ade-
quate for the number of residents in 
the group home. The unit must contain 
the following equipment: 

(A) A stove or range, and oven; 
(B) A refrigerator; and 
(C) A kitchen sink with hot and cold 

running water. The sink must drain 
into an approvable public or private 
disposal system. 

(iii) There must be adequate facili-
ties and services for the sanitary dis-
posal of food waste and refuse, includ-
ing facilities for temporary storage 
where necessary. 

(iv) The unit may contain private or 
common facilities for food preparation 
and service. 
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