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may not be located below grade unless 
the SRO units are located on that 
level. 

(ii) Space and security. (A) No more 
than one person may reside in an SRO 
unit. 

(B) An SRO unit must contain at 
least one hundred ten square feet of 
floor space. 

(C) An SRO unit must contain at 
least four square feet of closet space 
for each resident (with an unobstructed 
height of at least five feet). If there is 
less closet space, space equal to the 
amount of the deficiency must be sub-
tracted from the area of the habitable 
room space when determining the 
amount of floor space in the SRO unit. 
The SRO unit must contain at least 
one hundred ten square feet of remain-
ing floor space after subtracting the 
amount of the deficiency in minimum 
closet space. 

(D) Exterior doors and windows ac-
cessible from outside an SRO unit must 
be lockable. 

(3) Access. (i) Access doors to an SRO 
unit must have locks for privacy in 
proper operating condition. 

(ii) An SRO unit must have imme-
diate access to two or more approved 
means of exit, appropriately marked, 
leading to safe and open space at 
ground level, and any means of exit re-
quired by State and local law. 

(iii) The resident must be able to ac-
cess an SRO unit without passing 
through any other unit. 

(4) Sprinkler system. A sprinkler sys-
tem that protects all major spaces, 
hard wired smoke detectors, and such 
other fire and safety improvements as 
State or local law may require must be 
installed in each building. The term 
‘‘major spaces’’ means hallways, large 
common areas, and other areas speci-
fied in local fire, building, or safety 
codes.

CONGREGATE HOUSING

§ 982.606 Congregate housing: Who 
may reside in congregate housing. 

(a) An elderly person or a person with 
disabilities may reside in a congregate 
housing unit. 

(b)(1) If approved by the PHA, a fam-
ily member or live-in aide may reside 

with the elderly person or person with 
disabilities. 

(2) The PHA must approve a live-in 
aide if needed as a reasonable accom-
modation so that the program is read-
ily accessible to and usable by persons 
with disabilities in accordance with 24 
CFR part 8. See § 982.316 concerning oc-
cupancy by a live-in aide.

§ 982.607 Congregate housing: Lease 
and HAP contract. 

For congregate housing, there is a 
separate lease and HAP contract for 
each assisted family.

§ 982.608 Congregate housing: Voucher 
housing assistance payment. 

(a) Unless there is a live-in aide: 
(1) For a family residing in con-

gregate housing, the payment standard 
is the zero-bedroom payment standard 
amount on the PHA payment standard 
schedule. For a family residing in con-
gregate housing in an exception area, 
the payment standard is the HUD-ap-
proved zero-bedroom exception pay-
ment standard amount. 

(2) However, if there are two or more 
rooms in the unit (not including kitch-
en or sanitary facilities), the payment 
standard for a family residing in con-
gregate housing is the one-bedroom 
payment standard amount. 

(b) If there is a live-in aide, the live-
in aide must be counted in determining 
the family unit size. 

[63 FR 23865, Apr. 30, 1998, as amended at 64 
FR 26650, May 14, 1999]

§ 982.609 Congregate housing: Housing 
quality standards. 

(a) HQS standards for congregate hous-
ing. The HQS in § 982.401 apply to con-
gregate housing. However, the stand-
ards in this section apply in place of 
§ 982.401(c) (food preparation and refuse 
disposal). Congregate housing is not 
subject to the HQS acceptability re-
quirement in § 982.401(d)(2)(i) that the 
dwelling unit must have a kitchen 
area. 

(b) Food preparation and refuse dis-
posal: Additional performance require-
ments. The following additional per-
formance requirements apply to con-
gregate housing: 

(1) The unit must contain a refrig-
erator of appropriate size.
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