Persian

Persian

Letters of the Alphabet

Initial Medial Alone Romanization

-

omit (see Note 1)

al

L:

ver %8N L

z

¢ (ayn)

gh

f

q

k (see Note 2)
g (see Note 3)

REG PN FFGGEEYYSY rYagaa R4 é’
Lo LM FEE§ LYY vvaaaa G ~

v (see Note 3)
h (see Note 4)
y (see Note 3)

p:

b ey bR PEEFRES PSS PRy R o
:;:

L BL Ld “lRIAL b kb I—-k—tt [ LR N

A T
G %% ¢ C K
=553 -

ALA-LC Romanization Tables page 1 71



Persian

Vowels and Diphthongs (see Note 5)

a a Tolg a <0 i
(see Note 6)

B u i) 4 5@ aw
(see Note 7)

o i b 1 S0 ay

Notes

1.  For the use of | (alif) to support ¢ (hamzah) and O (maddah) see rule 1(a). For the
romanization of + and O see rules 4 and 5 respectively. For the use of | to
represent the long vowel romanized a see the table of vowels and diphthongs, and
rule 1(b).

2. Final & and & (often written < and &) may have the form ), without the distinguishing
upper stroke or strokes. The two letters are always distinguished in romanization.

3. For other values of 5 and (s see the table of vowels and diphthongs, and rules 2, 3, and

7.

6 (dotted ) when used as an alternative to < is romanized ¢.

Vowel points are not printed on Library of Congress cards.

See rules 1(b) and 5.

See rule 3(d).

NS wnA

RULES OF APPLICATION
Letters Which May Be Romanized in Different Ways Depending on Their Context
1. I (alif) is used:

(@) As a support for » (hamzah) and T (maddah). In these cases it is not represented in
romanization. See rules 4 and 5.

(b) To indicate the long vowel romanized . For the use of | in tanvin see rule 6.
dana Lils

2: 3 is used to represent:

(a) The consonant romanized v.

varzish (597
dava I9a
sarv 9
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Silent s following # is retained in romanization.

khvastan Odaul g
khvud 5%

(b) The long u-vowel (and short u-vowel in some monosyllables) is romanized .

dur 293
chin sz
tu 54

(c) The diphthong romanized aw.
Firdawsi 93 A

When the diphthong precedes a consonantal s, the combination is romanized aw. See
rule 7.

5 may be used as a support for ¢ (hamzah); in this case it is not represented in
romanization. See rule 4.

3. s is used to represent:

(a) The consonant romanized y.

yir Jl:!
siyah ol
pay sk

(b) The long vowel romanized 7.

Iran bt

qali’ b
(c) The diphthong romanized ay.

ayvan olgal

ray So

(d) The final long vowel romanized 4.
Musgafé u.lln.ann

For the use of (s as a mark of izafah see rule 8(c).

s in the medial forms -, —, without dots, may be used as a support for ¢ (hamzah); in this
case (s is not represented in romanization. See rule 4 below.

ALA-LC Romanization Tables page 173



Persian

Orthographic Symbols Other Than Letters and Vowel Signs

The signs listed below are frequently omitted in Persian writting and printing; their presence must
then be inferred. They are represented in romanization according to the following rules:

4. + (hamzah)

(a) When initial, ¢ is not represented in romanization.

(b) When medial or final, ¢ is romanized * (alif) except as noted in (c) and (d) below.

mu’assir A5e
khulafa’® Slals
pa’in ol
(c) When used as a mark of izafah, ¢ is romanized -’i. .
astanah-’i dar S sl

@

When used to mark the indefinite article, s is romaniwd; I
khanah’i ails

s. T (maddah)
(a) Initial T is romanized a
ab - -
Kulliyat al-Adab <N Al
(b) Medial 7, when it represents the phonetic combination ', is so romanized.
ma’asir Ala
Darya’abadi LT >
(c)  is otherwise not represented in romanization.
gardavarandah oxi 4T %
6. Tanvin (written 5, 0, §, &), which occurs chiefly in Arabic words, is romanized un, in, an, and
an, respectively.
7. g (shaddah or tashdid) is represented by doubling the letter or digraph concerned.
khurram ?:r‘
avval Jsl
bachchah Az
Khayyam plas
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Note the exceptional case where U is written over s and s to represent the combination of long
vowel plus consonant.

nashriyat K g
qiivah o558

Grammatical Structure as It Affects Romanization

8. Izafah. When two words are associated in the relation known as izdfah, the first (the muzaf)
is followed by an additional letter or syllable in romanization. This is added according to the
following rules:

(a) When the muzaf bears no special mark of izafah, it is followed by -i.

dar-i bagh EL
qali- Iran ol i
khanah-i buzurg &, ol

(b) When the muzaf is marked by the addition of , it is followed by -’i.
qali~’i Iran ol §Jh
khanah-’i buzurg &, &b

(c) When the muzaf is marked by the addition of s, it is followed by -yi.

ri-yi zamin O S9
Darya-yi Khazar o sk
khanah-yi buzurg & 4 sl

(d) Izafah is represented in romanization of personal names only when expressly indicated in
the Persian script.

Affixes and Compounds

9. Affixes.
(a) When the affix and the word with which it is connected grammatically are written
separately in Persian, the two are separated in romanization by a single prime (/). See
also 12(b) below.

khanah’ha loadls
khanah/am pladts
khanah/T el
mi’ ravam P9, R
but  miravam po_rae
bih/gd v
bar/rastha lgsan, s
Kazim’zadah ol plal€
but  Kazimzadah ol jalulg
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(b) The Arabic article al is separated by a hyphen, in romanization, from the word to which

it is prefixed.
dar al-mu‘allimin Opalzall ls
‘Abd al-Husayn Ol 3ue
10. Compounds. When the elements of a compound (except a compound personal name) are

written separately in Persian, they are separated in romanization by a single prime (/). See also
12(b) below.

mariz’khanah sl au e
but  marizkhanah by o
Shah/namah Aolioll
but  Shahnamah aoblioll

Note the treatment of compound personal names:

Ghulam ‘AH- \,JSI-AN.E or g.l.c ?)Lc
Shah Jahan ole=oli or olg= oli

Orthography of Persian in Romanization
11. Capitalization.

(a) Rules for the capitalization of English are followed, except that the Arabic article al is
lower cased in all positions.

(b)  Diacritics are used with both capital and lower case letters.
12. The single prime (/) is used:
(@) To separate two letters representing two distinct consonantal sounds, when the
combination might otherwise be read as a digraph.

marz’ha >

(b) To mark the use of a letter in its final form when it occurs in the middle of a word. See
also rules 9(a) and 10 above.

rah’ha (ool
Qayim/maqami’ wolie puls
Bih/azin oadTeay
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13. Foreign words in a Persian context, including Arabic words, are romanized according to the rules
for Persian. For short vowels not indicated in the script, the Persian vowels nearest the original

pronunciation of the word are supplied in romanization.

14. Dictionaries.

In romanizing Persian, the Library of Congress has found it necessary to consult dictionaries as
an appendage to the romanization tables, primarily for the purpose of supplying vowels. For
Persian, the principle dictionary consulted is:

M. Mu’in. Farhang-i Farsi-i mutavassit.

SPECIAL CHARACTERS AND CHARACTER MODIFIERS IN ROMANIZATION

Special Characters Name USMARC hexadecimal code
4 soft sign (prime) A7
> alif AE
¢ ayn BO
Character Modifiers Name USMARC hexadecimal code
) acute E2
] macron ES
[u] dot below F2
8] double dot below F3
O underscore F6
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