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1. Seneca 
2. Delaware, Wyandot, Potawatomi, Ottawa, 
Chippewa 
3. Ottawa 
4. Delaware, Ottawa, Shawnee, Wyandot 
5. Delaware 
6. Shawnee 
7. Potawatomi, Ottawa, Chippewa 
8. Potawatomi 
9. Potawatomi 
10. Potawatomi 
11. Potawatomi 
12. Potawatomi 
13. Potawatomi 
14. Potawatomi 
15. Potawatomi 
16. Sault Ste. Marie Band 
17. Ottawa, Chippewa 
18. Saginaw Chippewa 
19. Saginaw Chippewa 
20. Grand River Band 
21. Miami, Potawatomi 
22. Miami, Potawatomi 
23. Miami 
24. Miami, Eel River 
25. Miami, Delaware 
26. Miami, Wea 
27. Potawatomi, Wea 
28. Potawatomi, Wea, Kickapoo 
29. Wea, Kickapoo 
30. Wea 
31. Delaware, Piankeshaw 
32. Potawatomi, Kickapoo 
33. Kickapoo 
34. Kaskaskia, Kickapoo 

89. Kootenai 
90. Nez Perce 
91. Coeur D'Alene 
92. Kalispel 
93. Spokane 
94. Palus 
95. Cayuse 
96. Walla Walla 
97. Umatilla 
98. Yakima 
99. Colville 
100. Lake Tribe 
101. Sanpoil-Nespelem 
102. Okanogan 
103. Methow 
104. Warm Springs 
105. Clatsop 
106. Tillamook 
107. Tillamook 
108. Coquille, Chetco, Too-too-to-ney 
109. Snake 
110. Lemhi 
111. Shoshone 
112. Cheyenne & Arapaho, Northern 
Cheyenne, Northern Arapaho 
113. Klamath 
114. Modoc 
115. Pitt River 
116. Northern Paiute 
117. Washoe 
118. Indians of California 
119. Western Shoshone 
120. Goshute 
121. Uintah Ute 
122. Southern Paiute 
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35. Piankeshaw 
36. Kaskaskia 
37. Cherokee 
38. Creek 
39. Creek 
40. Creek 
41. Seminole 
42. Lake Superior Bands, Mississippi Bands 
43. Lake Superior Bands, Mississippi Bands 
44. Lake Superior Bands 
45. Bois Forte Band 
46. Mississippi Bands 
47. Lake Superior Bands, Mississippi Bands 
48. Pillager & Lake Winnibigoshish Bands 
49. Pillager Band 
50. Red Lake Band 
51. Red Lake Band, Pembina Band 
52. Pembina Band 
53. Potawatomi 
54. Winnebago 
55. Sac & Fox 
56. Sac & Fox 
57. Sac & Fox 
58. Sac & Fox 
59. Sac & Fox 
60. Iowa, Sac & Fox 
61. Sac & Fox 
62. Iowa 
63. Iowa 
64. Otoe & Missouria, Iowa, Omaha, Sac & Fox 
65. Omaha 
66. Ponca 
67. Otoe & Missouria 
68. Pawnee 
69. Osage 
70. Osage 
71. Osage 
72. Quapaw 
73. Caddo 
74. Medawakanton Band 
75. Eastern or Mississippi Sioux 
76. Yankton 
77. Sisseton & Wahpeton 
78. Sisseton 
79. Teton & Yanktonai 
80. Yankton 
81. Sioux (Dahcotah) Nation 
82. Arikara, Mandan, Hidatsa 
83. Arikara, Mandan, Hidatsa 
84. Assiniboine 
85. Crow 
86. Blackfeet & Gros Ventre 
87. Flathead 
88. Upper Pend D'Oreille

123. Hopi 
124. Navajo 
125. Acoma 
126. Laguna 
127. Zia, Jemez, Santa Ana 
128. Santo Domingo 
129. San Ildefonso 
130. Nambe 
131. Santa Clara 
132. Taos 
133. Kiowa, Comanche & Apache 
134. Jicarilla Apache 
135. Mescalero Apache 
136. Mescalero Apache 
137. Lipan Apache 
138. Chiricahua Apache 
139. Chiricahua Apache 
140. Western Apache 
141. Tonto Apache 
142. Havasupai 
143. Hualapai 
144. Mohave 
145. Chemehuevi 
146. Yavapai 
147. Pima-Maricopa 
148. Quechan 
149. Papago 
150. Nooksack 
151. Lummi 
152. Samish 
153. Upper Skagit 
154. Swinomish 
155. Lower Skagit 
156. Kikiallus 
157. Stillaguamish 
158. Makah 
159. S'Klallam 
160. Snohomish 
161. Quileute 
162. Skokomish 
163. Skykomish 
164. Snoqualmie 
165. Suquamish 
166. Duwamish 
167. Quinaielt 
168. Squaxin 
169. Muckleshoot 
170. Puyallup 
171. Steilacoom 
172. Nisqually 
173. Lower Chehalis 
174. Upper Chehalis 
175. Cowlitz 
176. Chinook
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Find A Park By State

 History & Culture Nature & Science For Kids & Teachers

Or Use the Advanced 'Find A Park' Search Tool
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National Monument 

flash player required
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flash player required 

Glacier National Park 
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Robert E. Lee at Arlington 

House: a Virtual Museum 
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Press Home

Resources for the Press 

 

The National NAGPRA program is committed to providing up-to-date and accurate 

information about NAGPRA implementation nationwide. Documents on the National 

NAGPRA Website are available for use as background by members of the media. For 

additional assistance, contact Dr. Sherry Hutt, National NAGPRA Program Manager, by 

telephone at 202-354-1479. 

 
Learn More About NAGPRA 

The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act and its implementing 

regulations contain many specialized terms and requirements, and apply to United States 

museums and Federal agencies.

●     Frequently Asked Questions about NAGPRA.
●     Law and Regulations includes current regulations, as well as legislative and regulatory 

history.
●     NAGPRA Glossary provides definitions for the specialized terms used in NAGPRA.
●     National NAGPRA reports are the official reports of National NAGPRA program activities.
●     Notices documenting Native American human remains and cultural items eligible for 

repatriation are published in the Federal Register by museums and Federal agencies.

 
Additional Resources 

A variety of information related to NAGPRA and cultural resource preservation is available.

●     Review Committee. The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Review 
Committee facilitates the resolution of repatriation disputes and considers requests for the 
disposition of culturally unidentifiable human remains. National NAGPRA provides staff 
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support to the Review Committee.
●     Contaminated Collections. Institutions are required to notify the recipients of repatriations 

of any presently known treatments used on cultural items.
●     International Repatriation is an overview of the issues and international agreements 

relating to the return of cultural property to indigenous communities. 
●     Kennewick Man Documents provide background information and detailed reports on 

aspects of the work being done by the Department of the Interior in the Kennewick Man 
case.

●     Find your State Historic Preservation Office for information on identifying historic 
properties and assessing the potential effects of undertakings on historic properties. 

●     National Park Service Press Room.
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Resources for the Public 

 

There is a growing awareness of the rights of Native American communities to regain control 

of their cultural heritage, and of the role that the Native American Graves Protection and 

Repatriation Act plays in that process. The National NAGPRA program works with lineal 

descendants, Indian tribes, Native Hawaiian organizations, museums, and Federal agencies 

to support NAGPRA implementation nation-wide. 

 
Learn More About NAGPRA 

The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act and its implementing 

regulations contain many specialized terms and requirements, and apply to United States 

museums and Federal agencies.

●     Frequently Asked Questions about NAGPRA.
●     Law and Regulations includes current regulations, as well as legislative and regulatory 

history.
●     Training in NAGPRA implementation is offered regularly by National NAGPRA.
●     NAGPRA Glossary provides definitions for the specialized terms used in NAGPRA.
●     NAGPRA Update newsletter is a concise overview of current NAGPRA topics.
●     National NAGPRA reports are the official reports of National NAGPRA program activities.
●     Notices documenting Native American human remains and cultural items eligible for 

repatriation are published in the Federal Register by museums and Federal agencies.

 
Additional Resources 

A variety of information related to NAGPRA and cultural resource preservation is available.
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●     Review Committee. The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Review 
Committee facilitates the resolution of repatriation disputes and considers requests for the 
disposition of culturally unidentifiable human remains. National NAGPRA provides staff 
support to the Review Committee.

●     Map of Indian Reservations in the continental United States.
●     Map of Judicially Established Indian Lands based on decisions of the Indian Claims 

Commission.
●     Find your State Historic Preservation Office for information on identifying historic 

properties and assessing the potential effects of undertakings on historic properties. 
●     International Repatriation is an overview of the issues and international agreements 

relating to the return of cultural property to indigenous communities. 
●     Kennewick Man Documents provide background information and detailed reports on 

aspects of the work being done by the Department of the Interior in the Kennewick Man 
case.

 

 
 

DOI Home  
 

PMM 

http://www.cr.nps.gov/nagpra/PUBLIC/INDEX.HTM (2 of 2)6/6/2007 8:07:04 AM

http://www.cr.nps.gov/nagpra/DOCUMENTS/ResMAP.HTM
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nagpra/DOCUMENTS/ClaimsMAP.htm
http://www.cr.nps.gov/NR/shpolist.htm
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nagpra/SPECIAL/International.htm
http://www.cr.nps.gov/aad/kennewick/index.htm
http://www.doi.gov/


Agencies Home

Resources for Federal Agencies 

 

NAGPRA requires Federal agencies to complete inventories and summaries of Native 

American cultural items in their collections, publish notices in the Federal Register, and 

repatriate Native American human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, and objects of 

cultural patrimony to lineal descendants and culturally affiliated Indian tribes and Native 

Hawaiian organizations. Under NAGPRA, Federal agencies are required to consult 

government-to-government with Indian tribes in carrying out NAGPRA, and Federal agencies 

also have special NAGPRA responsibilities when Native American human remains and items 

are discovered on Federal and tribal lands. 

Learn More About NAGPRA 

Working with Tribes and Native Hawaiian Organizations 

Working with Museums and Repositories 

Working with the National NAGPRA Program 

Additional Resources

 
Learn More About NAGPRA 

The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act and its implementing 

regulations contain many specialized terms and requirements, and apply to United States 

museums and Federal agencies.
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Agencies Home

●     Frequently Asked Questions about NAGPRA.
●     Law and Regulations includes current regulations, as well as legislative and regulatory 

history.
●     Regional consultations for the development of 43 CFR 10.7 (Disposition of unclaimed 

human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, and objects of cultural patrimony) are in 
progress. 

●     Training in NAGPRA implementation is offered regularly by National NAGPRA.
●     NAGPRA Glossary provides definitions for the specialized terms used in NAGPRA.
●     National NAGPRA reports are the official reports of National NAGPRA program activities.

 
Working with Tribes and Native Hawaiian Organizations 

Federal agencies are required to consult government-to-government with Indian tribes when 

carrying out NAGPRA, and identifying appropriate tribal consultants is an important step in 

the NAGPRA process. In addition to collections related activities, Federal agencies also have 

special responsibilities under NAGPRA when Native American human remains and objects 

are discovered on Federal and tribal lands.

●     Executive Orders on Consultation between Federal agencies and Indian tribes.
●     Native American Consultation Database provides an easy way to identify a current 

official contact for Indian tribes, Alaska Native villages and corporations, and Native 
Hawaiian organizations.

●     Map of Indian Reservations in the continental United States.
●     Map of Judicially Established Indian Lands based on decisions of the Indian Claims 

Commission.
●     Tribal Historic Preservation Offices have responsibility for reviewing Federal agency 

undertakings on tribal lands pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act.

●     Grants are available to Indian tribes for consultation with Federal agencies in the NAGPRA 
collections inventory and identification process, and to assist with repatriation costs. 
Federal agencies may not apply for NAGPRA grants.

●     Notices of Inventory Completion are published by Federal agencies and document their 
determinations regarding the cultural affiliation of Native American human remains and 
associated funerary objects.

●     Notices of Intent to Repatriate are published by Federal agencies, and document their 
determinations regarding the cultural affiliation and identification of unassociated funerary 
objects, sacred objects, and objects of cultural patrimony.

●     Notices of Intended Disposition are published by Federal agencies prior the disposition 
of Native American human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, or objects of cultural 
patrimony discovered on Federal or tribal lands after November 16, 1990.

 
Working with Museums and Repositories 

Many collections that originate from Federal lands are cared for by nonfederal repositories. 

Generally, Federal agencies retain control of collections from their lands, even if the 

http://www.cr.nps.gov/nagpra/AGENCIES/INDEX.HTM (2 of 4)6/6/2007 8:07:06 AM
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Agencies Home

collections are cared for in a nonfederal repository. The Federal agency also has NAGPRA 

responsibility for such collections. In cases where collections from Federal lands are cared 

for by a repository, the repository is said to have "physical custody" of the collection, while 

the Federal agency has "control."

●     36 CFR 79 "Curation of Federally-Owned and Administered Archeological 
Collections" specifies the requirements for caring for Federal collections, and includes 
requirements for providing Indian tribes with access to federally-owned archeological 
collections.

●     Notices of Inventory Completion are published by Federal agencies and document their 
determinations regarding the cultural affiliation of Native American human remains and 
associated funerary objects. Museums and agencies often publish joint notices for museum 
collections that are federally controlled.

●     Notices of Intent to Repatriate are published by Federal agencies, and document their 
determinations regarding the cultural affiliation and identification of unassociated funerary 
objects, sacred objects, and objects of cultural patrimony. Museums and agencies often 
publish joint notices for museum collections that are federally controlled.

●     Contaminated Collections. Federal agencies and museums are required to notify the 
recipients of repatriations of any presently known treatments used on cultural items.

 
Working with the National NAGPRA Program 

In addition to providing technical assistance, the National NAGPRA program publishes 

Federal Register notices on behalf of museums and agencies, administers the NAGPRA 

grants program, maintains the Native American Consultation Database, and provides staff 

support to the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Review Committee.

●     Regional consultations for the development of 43 CFR 10.7 (Disposition of unclaimed 
human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, and objects of cultural patrimony) are in 
progress.

●     Notices. National NAGPRA provides templates to be used in preparing draft Federal 
Register Notices.

●     Review Committee. The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Review 
Committee facilitates the resolution of repatriation disputes and considers requests for the 
disposition of culturally unidentifiable human remains. National NAGPRA provides staff 
support to the Review Committee.

●     Contact National NAGPRA.

 
Additional Resources 

A variety of information related to NAGPRA and cultural resource preservation is available.

●     Links to Federal agency cultural resource web pages. Connect directly to other Federal 
agencies to learn more about their NAGPRA activities.

http://www.cr.nps.gov/nagpra/AGENCIES/INDEX.HTM (3 of 4)6/6/2007 8:07:06 AM

http://www.cr.nps.gov/aad/tools/36cfr79.htm
http://www.cr.nps.gov/aad/tools/36cfr79.htm
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nagpra/fed_notices/nagpradir/index.htm
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nagpra/fed_notices/nagpradir/index2.htm
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nagpra/AGENCIES/Agency_Links.htm


Agencies Home

●     Find your State Historic Preservation Office for information on identifying historic 
properties and assessing the potential effects of undertakings on historic properties. 

●     International Repatriation is an overview of the issues and international agreements 
relating to the return of cultural property to indigenous communities.

●     Kennewick Man Documents provide background information and detailed reports on 
aspects of the work being done by the Department of the Interior in the Kennewick Man 
case.
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Museums Home

Resources for Museums 

 

NAGPRA requires museums that receive Federal funds to complete inventories and 

summaries of Native American cultural items in their collections, publish notices in the 

Federal Register, and repatriate Native American human remains, funerary objects, sacred 

objects, and objects of cultural patrimony to lineal descendants and culturally affiliated Indian 

tribes and Native Hawaiian organizations. 

Learn More About NAGPRA 

Working with Tribes and Native Hawaiian Organizations 

Working with Federal Agencies 

Working with the National NAGPRA Program 

Additional Resources and Professional Associations

 
Learn More About NAGPRA 

The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act and its implementing 

regulations contain many specialized terms and requirements, and apply to United States 

museums and Federal agencies. 

●     Frequently Asked Questions about NAGPRA.
●     Law and Regulations includes current regulations, as well as legislative and regulatory 

history.
●     Training in NAGPRA implementation is offered regularly by National NAGPRA.
●     NAGPRA Glossary provides definitions for the specialized terms used in NAGPRA.
●     National NAGPRA reports are the official reports of National NAGPRA program activities.
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Working with Tribes and Native Hawaiian Organizations 

NAGPRA requires museums to consult with Indian tribes and Native Hawaiian organizations 

in completing inventories and summaries of Native American cultural items in their 

collections, and to repatriate Native American human remains, funerary objects, sacred 

objects, and objects of cultural patrimony as appropriate.

●     Native American Consultation Database provides an easy way to identify a current 
official contact for Indian tribes, Alaska Native villages and corporations, and Native 
Hawaiian organizations.

●     Map of Indian Reservations in the continental United States.
●     Map of Judicially Established Indian Lands based on decisions of the Indian Claims 

Commission.
●     Grants are available for museums to consult with tribes in the NAGPRA collections 

inventory and identification process, and to assist with repatriation costs.
●     Notices of Inventory Completion are published by museums and document their 

determinations regarding the cultural affiliation of Native American human remains and 
associated funerary objects.

●     Notices of Intent to Repatriate are published by museums and document their 
determinations regarding the cultural affiliation and identification of unassociated funerary 
objects, sacred objects, and objects of cultural patrimony.

●     Contaminated Collections. Museums are required to notify the recipients of repatriations 
of any presently known treatments used on cultural items.

 
Working with Federal Agencies 

Many museum collections originate from Federal lands. Generally, Federal agencies retain 

control of collections from their lands, even if the collections are cared for in a museum. The 

Federal agency also has NAGPRA responsibility for such collections. In cases where 

collections from Federal lands are cared for by a museum, the museum is said to have 

"physical custody" of the collection, while the Federal agency has "control."

●     Map of Military Bases. This low-resolution map is one resource for identifying Department 
of Defense lands that could be the source of museum collections.

●     36 CFR 79 "Curation of Federally-Owned and Administered Archeological 
Collections" specifies the requirements for caring for Federal collections, and includes 
requirements for providing Indian tribes with access to federally-owned archeological 
collections.

●     Notices of Inventory Completion are published by Federal agencies and document their 
determinations regarding the cultural affiliation of Native American human remains and 
associated funerary objects. Museums and agencies often publish joint notices for museum 
collections that are federally controlled.

http://www.cr.nps.gov/nagpra/MUSEUMS/INDEX.HTM (2 of 4)6/6/2007 8:07:08 AM

http://www.cr.nps.gov/scripts/intercept2.asp?http://www.cast.uark.edu/other/nps/nacd/
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nagpra/DOCUMENTS/ResMAP.HTM
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nagpra/DOCUMENTS/ClaimsMAP.htm
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nagpra/fed_notices/nagpradir/index.htm
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nagpra/fed_notices/nagpradir/index2.htm
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nagpra/DOCUMENTS/BasesMilitaryMAP.htm
http://www.cr.nps.gov/archeology/tools/36cfr79.htm
http://www.cr.nps.gov/archeology/tools/36cfr79.htm
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nagpra/fed_notices/nagpradir/index.htm


Museums Home

●     Notices of Intent to Repatriate are published by Federal agencies, and document their 
determinations regarding the cultural affiliation and identification of unassociated funerary 
objects, sacred objects, and objects of cultural patrimony. Museums and agencies often 
publish joint notices for museum collections that are federally controlled.

●     Links to Federal agency cultural resource web pages. Connect directly to other Federal 
agencies to learn more about their NAGPRA activities.

 
Working with the National NAGPRA Program 

In addition to providing technical assistance, the National NAGPRA program publishes 

Federal Register notices on behalf of museums and agencies, administers the NAGPRA 

grants program, maintains the Native American Consultation Database, and provides staff 

support to the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Review Committee.

●     Notices. National NAGPRA provides templates to be used in preparing draft Federal 
Register Notices.

●     Grants. National NAGPRA administers the NAGPRA grants program, and can provide 
assistance during the proposal writing process.

●     Review Committee. The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Review 
Committee facilitates the resolution of repatriation disputes and considers requests for the 
disposition of culturally unidentifiable human remains. National NAGPRA provides staff 
support to the Review Committee.

●     Contact National NAGPRA.

 
Additional Resources and Professional Associations 

A variety of information related to NAGPRA, museum practice, and cultural resource 

preservation is available.

●     Contaminated Collections. Many museums are concerned about pesticides and other 
hazardous materials that may have been used on collections or in collections storage areas.

●     International Repatriation is an overview of the issues and international agreements 
relating to the return of cultural property to indigenous communities. 

●     Kennewick Man Documents provide background information and detailed reports on 
aspects of the work being done by the Department of the Interior in the Kennewick Man 
case.

●     American Association of Museums
●     American Association of State and Local History
●     Society for American Archaeology
●     American Anthropological Association
●     American Cultural Resources Association
●     Western Museums Association
●     Mountain Plains Museum Association 
●     New England Museum Association
●     Southeastern Museums Conference
●     Small Museum Association
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Resources for Tribes, Native Alaskan Villages 

and Corporations, and Native Hawaiian 

Organizations  

NAGPRA provides a process through which lineal descendants, Indian tribes, Native Alaskan 

villages and corporations (also referred to as "Indian tribes" in NAGPRA), and Native 

Hawaiian organizations may claim culturally affiliated human remains, funerary objects, 

sacred objects, and objects of cultural patrimony. 

Learn More About NAGPRA 

Working with Federal Agencies 

Working with Museums and Repositories 

Working with the National NAGPRA Program 

Additional Resources and Tribal Organizations 

 
Learn More About NAGPRA 

The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act and its implementing 

regulations contain many specialized terms and requirements, and apply to United States 

museums and Federal agencies.

●     Frequently Asked Questions about NAGPRA.
●     Law and Regulations includes current regulations, as well as legislative and regulatory 

history.
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●     Regional consultations for the development of 43 CFR 10.7 (Disposition of unclaimed 
human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, and objects of cultural patrimony) are in 
progress.

●     Training in NAGPRA implementation is offered regularly by National NAGPRA.
●     NAGPRA Glossary provides definitions for the specialized terms used in NAGPRA.
●     NAGPRA Update newsletter is a concise overview of current NAGPRA topics.
●     National NAGPRA reports are the official reports of National NAGPRA program activities.

 
Working with Federal Agencies 

Under NAGPRA, Federal agencies are required to consult government-to-government with 

Indian tribes in addition to carrying out the inventory, summary, and repatriation provisions of 

NAGPRA. Federal agencies also have special NAGPRA responsibilities when Native 

American human remains and objects are discovered on Federal and tribal lands.

●     Map of Military Bases. This low-resolution map is one resource for identifying Department 
of Defense lands that may be of interest to tribes for cultural resource purposes.

●     Executive Orders on Consultation between Federal agencies and Indian tribes.
●     Links to Federal agency cultural resource web pages. Connect directly to other Federal 

agencies to learn more about their NAGPRA activities.  
●     36 CFR 79 "Curation of Federally-Owned and Administered Archeological 

Collections" includes requirements for providing Indian tribes with access to federally-
owned archeological collections.

●     Notices of Inventory Completion are published by Federal agencies and document their 
determinations regarding the cultural affiliation of Native American human remains and 
associated funerary objects.

●     Notices of Intent to Repatriate are published by Federal agencies, and document their 
determinations regarding the cultural affiliation and identification of unassociated funerary 
objects, sacred objects, and objects of cultural patrimony.

●     Notices of Intended Disposition are published by Federal agencies prior the disposition 
of Native American human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, or objects of cultural 
patrimony discovered on Federal or tribal lands after November 16, 1990.

 
Working with Museums and Repositories 

NAGPRA requires museums to complete inventories and summaries of Native American 

cultural items in their collections, and to repatriate Native American human remains, funerary 

objects, sacred objects, and objects of cultural patrimony to lineal descendants and culturally 

affiliated Indian tribes and Native Hawaiian organizations.

●     Notices of Inventory Completion are published by museums and document their 
determinations regarding the cultural affiliation of Native American human remains and 
associated funerary objects.

●     Notices of Intent to Repatriate are published by museums and document their 
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determinations regarding the cultural affiliation and identification of unassociated funerary 
objects, sacred objects, and objects of cultural patrimony.

●     Contaminated Collections. Institutions are required to notify the recipients of repatriations 
of any presently known treatments used on cultural items.

●     Grants. NAGPRA documentation and repatriation grants are available to Indian tribes and 
Native Hawaiian organizations.

 
Working with the National NAGPRA Program 

The National NAGPRA program is available to provide technical assistance in all aspects of 

the NAGPRA process.

●     Regional consultations for the development of 43 CFR 10.7 (Disposition of unclaimed 
human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, and objects of cultural patrimony) are in 
progress.

●     Grants. National NAGPRA administers the NAGPRA grants program, and can provide 
assistance during the proposal writing process.

●     Native American Consultation Database (NACD). Your tribal contact information is 
available for review on NACD, which is maintained by National NAGPRA.

●     Review Committee. The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Review 
Committee facilitates the resolution of repatriation disputes and considers requests for the 
disposition of culturally unidentifiable human remains. National NAGPRA provides staff 
support to the Review Committee.

●     Contact National NAGPRA.

 
Additional Resources and Tribal Organizations 

A variety of information related to NAGPRA and tribal cultural resource preservation is 

available.

●     National Park Service Tribal Preservation Program assists Indian tribes in preserving 
their historic properties and cultural traditions.

●     Tribal Historic Preservation Offices have responsibility for reviewing Federal agency 
undertakings on tribal lands pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act.

●     Find your State Historic Preservation Office for information on identifying historic 
properties and assessing the potential effects of undertakings on historic properties. 

●     International Repatriation is an overview of the issues and international agreements 
relating to the return of cultural property to indigenous communities.

●     Map of Indian Reservations in the continental United States.
●     Map of Judicially Established Indian Lands based on decisions of the Indian Claims 

Commission.
●     Kennewick Man Documents provide background information and detailed reports on 

aspects of the work being done by the Department of the Interior in the Kennewick Man 
case.

●     National Congress of American Indians
●     National Association of Tribal Historic Preservation Officers
●     Alaska Federation of Natives
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●     Alaska Intertribal Council
●     Affliliated Tribes of Northwest Indians 
●     United South and Eastern Tribes
●     Great Lakes Intertribal Council
●     Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan, Inc.
●     Inter Tribal Council of Arizona
●     Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada
●     Montana-Wyoming Tribal Leaders Council
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Join our mailing list! We'll notify you 

of meetings, trainings, and other new 

developments in National NAGPRA..  

The Native American Graves Protection and 

Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) is a Federal law 

passed in 1990. NAGPRA provides a process 

for museums and Federal agencies to return 

certain Native American cultural items -- human 

remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, and 

objects of cultural patrimony - to lineal 

descendants, culturally affiliated Indian tribes, 

and Native Hawaiian organizations. 

The National NAGPRA program assists the 

Secretary of the Interior with some of the 

Secretary's responsibilities under NAGPRA, 

and focuses on NAGPRA implementation 

outside of the National Park System. 

Among its chief activities, National NAGPRA 

develops regulations and guidance for 

implementing NAGPRA; provides administrative 

and staff support for the Native American 

 

What's New? 

Future Applicability FINAL RULE 

Published and goes into effect on April 

20, 2007. PDF or Text 

October 15-16, 2007: Review 

Committee Meeting coming to 

Phoenix, AZ

Dispute Materials Due to Designated 

Federal Officer by July 16, 2007 

New Review Committee Members 

appointed by Secretary Kempthorne.

October 13, 2007: NAGPRA Training 

coming to Phoenix, AZ 
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Graves Protection and Repatriation Review 

Commitee; assists Indian tribes, Native 

Alaskan villages and corporations, Native 

Hawaiian organizations, museums, and Federal 

agencies with the NAGPRA process; maintains 

the Native American Consultation Database 

(NACD) and other online databases; provides 

training; manages a grants program; and 

makes program documents and publications 

available on the Web, including the two new 

NAGPRA brochures. 

October 14, 2007: Consultation on 

10.7 coming to Phoenix, AZ 

October 14, 2007: Grants Workshop 

coming to Phoenix, AZ 

FY2007 Mid-Year National NAGPRA 

report.

Review Committee Report to the 

Congress 2006

NACD has moved! Remember to 

change your bookmarks. 

NAGPRA Grants to Tribes and 

Museums (PDF), a new online 

brochure. Sample grants online! 

Two new consultation resources:  

Cultural affiliation and geographic 

data from published notices, and 

Indian Land Cessions 1784-1894 by 

State and County. 

Guidance on alleging that a museum 

has failed to comply with NAGPRA. 

The online Culturally Unidentifiable 

Native American Inventories 

Database updated December 2006. 

Map shows provenience of human 
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National NAGPRA FAQ

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

About this FAQ 

National NAGPRA has developed answers to the most frequently asked questions regarding 

NAGPRA and its implementing regulations. For additional information on the specialized 

terms used in NAGPRA, see the NAGPRA Glossary. 

●     What is NAGPRA?
●     Who is responsible for complying with NAGPRA?
●     What is the repatriation process under NAGPRA?
●     Who may claim Native American cultural items under NAGPRA?
●     We are a nonfederally recognized tribe. May we still participate in the NAGPRA 

process?
●     Our museum has never submitted a NAGPRA inventory or summary, and we are 

concerned that we may be out of compliance. What should we do? 
●     What do "control" and "possession" mean? 
●     What's the difference between "associated" and "unassociated" funerary objects in 

NAGPRA? 
●     What's the difference between "repatriation" and "disposition" as used in NAGPRA?
●     If Native American remains are discovered during a construction project, does 

NAGPRA apply?
●     We recently completed a repatriation. Can we apply for a NAGPRA repatriation grant 

to reimburse our costs?
●     Our tribe is being overwhelmed by consultation requests related to Federal 

undertakings and inadvertent discoveries. Are there grant funds available to help? 
●     How many Native American human remains and cultural items have been repatriated 

since the passage of NAGPRA?
●     Our tribe's contact information in the Native American Consultation Database is 

incorrect. How can we update the information?
●     Our museum has cultural items that were originally collected from Federal land. 

Does our museum have NAGPRA responsibility for these cultural items? 
●     Does NAGPRA apply to cultural items that originate from outside of the United 

States? 
●     Our tribe has learned that a museum located in another country has control of 
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cultural items that may be culturally affiliated with us. Does NAGPRA apply to 
institutions outside the United States? 

What is NAGPRA? 

The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act is a Federal law passed in 

1990. NAGPRA provides a process for museums and Federal agencies to return certain 

Native American cultural items -- human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, or objects 

of cultural patrimony -- to lineal descendants, and culturally affiliated Indian tribes and Native 

Hawaiian organizations. NAGPRA includes provisions for unclaimed and culturally 

unidentifiable Native American cultural items, intentional and inadvertent discovery of Native 

American cultural items on Federal and tribal lands, and penalties for noncompliance and 

illegal trafficking. In addition, NAGPRA authorizes Federal grants to Indian tribes, Native 

Hawaiian organizations, and museums to assist with the documentation and repatriation of 

Native American cultural items, and establishes the Native American Graves Protection and 

Repatriation Review Committee to monitor the NAGPRA process and facilitate the 

resolution of disputes that may arise concerning repatriation under NAGPRA. 

 

Who is responsible for complying with NAGPRA? 

All Federal agencies are subject to NAGPRA. All public and private museums that have 

received Federal funds, other than the Smithsonian Institution, are subject to NAGPRA. 

(Repatriation by the Smithsonian Institution is governed by the National Museum of the 

American Indian Act of 1989, 20 U.S.C. 80q.) 

 
What is the repatriation process under NAGPRA? 

The principle steps of the NAGPRA repatriation process include -- 

●     Federal agencies and museums must identify cultural items in their collections that are 
subject to NAGPRA, and prepare inventories and summaries of the items. 

●     Federal agencies and museums must consult with lineal descendants, Indian tribes, and 
Native Hawaiian organizations regarding the identification and cultural affiliation of the 
cultural items listed in their NAGPRA inventories and summaries.

●     

Federal agencies and museums must send notices to lineal descendants, Indian tribes, 
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and Native Hawaiian organizations describing cultural items and lineal descendancy or 
cultural affiliation, and stating that the cultural items may be repatriated. The law requires 
the Secretary of the Interior to publish these notices in the Federal Register. 

For more information, go to Law and Regulations.

 
Who may claim Native American cultural items under NAGPRA? 

NAGPRA recognizes claims by lineal descendants, Indian tribes, Native Alaskan villages and 

corporations, and Native Hawaiian organizations. 

An Indian tribe is any tribe, band, nation, or other organized group or community of Indians 

that is recognized as eligible for the special programs and services provided by the United 

States to Indians because of their status as Indians. In NAGPRA, the term "Indian tribe" 

includes Native Alaskan villages and corporations. Alaska Native villages and corporations 

include those groups or communities defined in, or established pursuant to, the Alaska 

Native Claims Settlement Act. The Department of the Interior has interpreted the definition of 

"Indian tribe" as applying to approximately 770 Indian tribes and Alaska Native villages that 

are recognized by the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

A Native Hawaiian organization includes any organization that: (a) serves and represents the 

interests of Native Hawaiians, (b) has as a primary and stated purpose the provision of 

services to Native Hawaiians, and (c) has expertise in Native Hawaiian Affairs, and includes 

the Office of Hawaiian Affairs and Hui Malama I Na Kupuna `O Hawai`i Nei. The Department 

of the Interior has interpreted this definition to also include the Hawaiian island burial councils 

and various 'Ohanas (extended families).

 
We are a nonfederally recognized tribe. May we still participate in the NAGPRA 

process? 

Under NAGPRA, only Federally recognized Native American tribes, Native Alaskan villages 

and corporations, and Native Hawaiian organizations may claim cultural items. NAGPRA 

does not require museums and Federal agencies to consult with nonfederally recognized 
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tribes. However, the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Review 

Committee has recognized that there are some cases in which nonfederally recognized 

tribes may be appropriate claimants for cultural items. Museums, if they wish, may consult 

with nonfederally recognized tribes. (Because NAGPRA requires Federal agencies to consult 

government-to-government with Federally recognized tribes, it may be difficult for Federal 

agencies to include non-recognized tribes in NAGPRA consultations.) Museums and Federal 

agencies that wish to return Native American human remains and cultural items to 

nonfederally recognized tribes must make a request for review of a proposed disposition to 

the Review Committee. 

 

Our museum has never submitted a NAGPRA inventory or summary, and we are 

concerned that we may be out of compliance. What should we do? 

The National NAGPRA program recognizes that making collections information accessible to 

lineal descendants, Indian tribes, and Native Hawaiian organizations is an important goal of 

NAGPRA. The National NAGPRA program provides technical assistance to museums and 

Federal agencies that need to prepare NAGPRA summaries and inventories for the first time. 

You may contact National NAGPRA staff by telephone or e-mail, and a staff member will be 

assigned to work with you. National NAGPRA staff members do not initiate civil penalties 

investigations.

 
What do "control" and "possession" mean? 

NAGPRA says that museums and Federal agencies must prepare inventories and 

summaries of cultural items in their control or possession. "Control" means having a 

sufficient legal interest in human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, or objects of 

cultural patrimony to lawfully permit the museum or Federal agency to treat the objects as 

part of its collection for purposes of NAGPRA, whether or not the museum or Federal agency 

has physical custody of the human remains or objects.
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In other words, control is having a legal interest with or without physical custody, while 

possession is having physical custody. For example, if a museum has physical custody of 

Native American human remains or cultural items, but lacks legal interest (for example, when 

a museum is holding a collection on loan from another institution or a private collector), then 

the museum does not have control of these remains or items for NAGPRA purposes. For 

more information, see the NAGPRA Glossary and Law and Regulations.

 
What's the difference between "associated" and "unassociated" funerary objects in 

NAGPRA? 

Both associated and unassociated funerary objects are cultural items that are reasonably 

believed to have been placed with individual human remains either at the time of death, or 

later as part of the death rite or ceremony of a culture. Under NAGPRA, funerary objects are 

considered to be "unassociated" if the human remains with which the objects were placed 

are not in the possession or control of a museum or Federal agency. Funerary objects are 

considered to be "associated" if the human remains with which the objects were placed are 

in the possession or control of a museum or Federal agency. 

Note that a funerary object is an associated funerary object if the human remains are in the 

possession or control of any museum or Federal agency, not necessarily the same museum 

or agency that has possession or control of the funerary object. Also note that "associated 

funerary objects" includes those items that were made exclusively for burial purposes or to 

contain human remains. 

For more information, see the NAGPRA Glossary and Law and Regulations.

 
What's the difference between "repatriation" and "disposition" as used in NAGPRA? 

The term repatriation means the transfer of legal interest in and physical custody of Native 

American cultural items to lineal descendants, culturally affiliated Indian tribes, and Native 

Hawaiian organizations. 
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In NAGPRA, the term disposition refers to the return of cultural items excavated or 

inadvertently discovered on Federal or tribal lands after November 16, 1990, to lineal 

descendants, Indian Tribes, and Native Hawaiian organizations. The term disposition is also 

used with respect to the Review Committee's charge to recommend specific actions for 

developing a process for the disposition of culturally unidentifiable human remains. 

For more information, see the NAGPRA Glossary and Law and Regulations.

 

If Native American remains are discovered during a construction project, does 

NAGPRA apply? 

The excavation and inadvertent discovery provisions of NAGPRA apply only to Federal and 

tribal lands. Under NAGPRA, tribal lands are lands (including private lands) within the 

exterior boundaries of an Indian reservation. If the burial ground is not on Federal or tribal 

land, then the excavation and inadvertent discovery provisions of NAGPRA do not apply. 

However, other State and Federal cultural preservation laws may apply, and State or local 

cemetery laws may also apply. For information on other State and Federal cultural 

preservation laws, contact your State Historic Preservation Office. For details on the 

excavation and inadvertent discovery provisions of NAGPRA, go to Law and Regulations.

 

We recently completed a repatriation. Can we apply for a NAGPRA repatriation grant 

to reimburse our costs? 

No. Applications for NAGPRA repatriation grants must be submitted well in advance of 

repatriation activities. National NAGPRA recommends that repatriation grants be submitted 

at least 6 weeks in advance of the repatriation. For more information, go to Grants.

 
Our tribe is being overwhelmed by consultation requests related to Federal 

undertakings and inadvertent discoveries. Are there grant funds available to help? 

NAGPRA authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to make grants to Indian tribes and Native 
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Hawaiian organization for the purpose of assisting such tribes and organizations in the 

repatriation of Native American cultural items. These grants are limited to activities related to 

the documentation and repatriation of collections from museums, and may not be used to 

fund consultation and other activities related to undertakings, inadvertent discoveries, and 

excavations. However, funds may be available through the National Park Service Tribal 

Preservation program. The Tribal Preservation program administers Historic Preservation 

Fund Grants to Indian Tribes, Alaskan Natives, and Native Hawaiian Organizations, 

which may be used for cultural preservation projects.

 

How many Native American human remains and cultural items have been repatriated 

since the passage of NAGPRA? 

There is no single source for this information. While museums and Federal agencies are 

required to keep their own record of repatriations, NAGPRA does not require museums and 

Federal agencies to report repatriations to the Secretary of the Interior or to the National Park 

Service. Museums and Federal agencies are required, however, to publish notices in the 

Federal Register when they have determined that Native American human remains, funerary 

objects, sacred objects, and/or objects of cultural patrimony are culturally affiliated and are 

eligible for repatriation. The National NAGPRA program compiles statistics twice yearly on 

the total number of Native American human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, and 

objects of cultural for which Federal Register notices have been published. The current 

statistics (updated on November 30, 2006) are as follows -- 

 
Human remains: 31,995 individuals 

Associated funerary objects: 669,554 (includes many small items, such as beads) 

Unassociated funerary objects: 118,227 (includes many small items, such as beads) 

Sacred objects: 3,584 

Objects of cultural patrimony: 281 

Objects that are both sacred and patrimonial: 764 
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Our tribe's contact information in the Native American Consultation Database is 

incorrect. How can we update the information? 

The contact information provided in the Native American Consultation Database (NACD) is 

based on the list of federally recognized Indian tribes maintained by the Bureau of Indian 

Affairs. To change your contact information as it appears in NACD, send a letter with the new 

contact information to National NAGPRA. The letter must be an original (no photocopies, 

please) on tribal letterhead, signed by an authorized tribal official. 

 
Our museum has cultural items that were originally collected from Federal land. Does 

our museum have NAGPRA responsibility for these cultural items? 

Native American human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, and objects of cultural 

patrimony that were originally from Federal lands are usually under the control of the Federal 

agency that managed or manages the land from which the human remains or other cultural 

items were removed. In such cases, it is the Federal agency, and not the museum, that has 

the responsibility for carrying out the NAGPRA process. The museum may wish to contact 

the appropriate Federal agency to discuss how the NAGPRA process will be completed. 

Museums should also be aware that Federal archeological collections in nonfederal 

repositories are also subject to Federal regulation 36 CFR 79, "Curation of Federally-

Owned and Administered Archeological Collections." For more information, see 

Museums and the NAGPRA Glossary. 

 
Does NAGPRA apply to cultural items that originate outside of the United States? 

No. The NAGPRA regulations "apply to human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects, or 

objects of cultural patrimony which are indigenous to Alaska, Hawaii, and the continental 

United States, but not to territories of the United States" [43 CFR 10.1(b)(2)]. For more 

information, go to International Repatriation.

 

Our tribe has learned that a museum located in another country has control of cultural 
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items that may be culturally affiliated with us. Does NAGPRA apply to institutions 

outside the United States? 

No. NAGPRA is United States law, and applies to United States museums and Federal 

agencies. However, the United States does have agreements with many foreign nations 

regarding the movement of cultural property across borders. For more information, go to 

International Repatriation. 
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Law, Regulations, and Guidance  

A number of resources are available to assist museums, agencies, and Native American 

communities in carrying out NAGPRA. For additional information regarding the specialized 

terms used in NAGPRA, see the NAGPRA Glossary. 

 
Law and Regulations 

●     Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, 25 U.S.C. 3001 et seq. [Nov. 
16, 1990] PDF or Text 

●     Final Regulations, 43 CFR 10 (includes preamble) [Dec. 04, 1995] PDF or Text 
●     43 CFR 10 - Updated (Full Text, excluding preamble, of 43 CFR 10 as amended January 

13, 1997; August 1, 1997; and May 5, 2003; and published in the Code of Federal 
Regulations October 1, 2003) [Oct. 01, 2003] PDF or Text 

●     Reserved sections of the NAGPRA regulations 
●     43 CFR 10, Final Rule, Technical Amendment [Sep. 30, 2005] PDF 
●     43 CFR 10.13, Future applicability Final Rule [Mar. 21, 2007] PDF or Text 

Secretarial Orders

●     Secretarial Order 3261 [Jul. 7, 2005] PDF 

 
Summaries, Inventories, and Notices 

●     Summary and Inventory Overview PDF 
●     Cultural Affiliation PDF 
●     Federal Register Notice preparation 
●     Memorandum providing guidance on preparation of NAGPRA inventories [Apr. 27, 1995] 

PDF or Text 
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Excavations and Inadvertent Discoveries 

●     43 CFR 10 Subpart B Overview (Excavations and Inadvertent Discoveries) PDF 
●     Inadvertent Discoveries on Tribal Lands - Overview PDF
●     Inadvertent Discoveries on Federal Lands - Overview PDF
●     Intentional Excavations on Tribal and Federal Lands - Overview PDF 
●     Priority of Custody/Ownership Flowchart [43 CFR 10.6 and 25 U.S.C. 3002(a)] PDF
●     Cultural Affiliation PDF 
●     Plan of Action Checklist PDF 
●     Comprehensive Agreement Checklist PDF 
●     NAGPRA Section 3 and the Requirements of ARPA PDF
●     Comparison of NAGPRA, ARPA, and NHPA Section 106 PDF 

 

Consultation 

●     Native American Consultation Database for tribal NAGPRA contact information
●     Bureau of Indian Affairs list of Federally Recognized Tribes (PDF) [Mar. 22, 2007] 

 
Legislative and Regulatory History

●     US House Report 101-877 [Oct. 15, 1990] PDF or Text
●     US Senate Report 101-473 [Sep. 26, 1990] PDF or Text
●     Proposed Regulations, 43 CFR 10 [May 28, 1993] PDF or Text
●     Interim Civil Penalties Rule, 43 CFR 10.12 [Jan. 13, 1997] PDF or Text
●     Correcting amendments to final regulations [Aug. 01, 1997] PDF or Text
●     Final Civil Penalties Rule, 43 CFR 10.12 (includes preamble) [April 3, 2003] PDF or Text 
●     Correction to the Final Civil Penalties Rule [Jul. 3, 2003] PDF or Text 

 
Congressional Oversight and Proposed Amendments

Senate

●     May 10, 1993 Indian Affairs Committee Oversight Hearing, S. Hrg 103-198 (Not 
available)

●     Dec. 6, 1995 Indian Affairs Committee Oversight Hearing, S. Hrg 104-356
●     Jul. 30, 1996 Markup of S. 1983 (Not available)
●     Apr. 20, 1999 Indian Affairs Committee Oversight Hearing, Witness list
●     Jul. 25, 2000 Indian Affairs Committee Oversight Hearing, Witness list
●     Sep. 9, 2002 Committee on Energy and Natural Resources regarding S. 2598, S. Hrg 

107-258
●     Oct. 11, 2004 Indian Affairs Committee regarding S. 2843, S. Hrg 108-406
●     Dec. 8, 2004 Indian Affairs Committee Oversight Hearing, S. Hrg 108-768
●     May 12, 2005 Indian Affairs Committee regarding S. 536, S. Hrg 109-67
●     Jul. 28, 2005 Indian Affairs Committee Oversight Hearing, Witness list
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House of Representatives 

●     Jun. 10, 1998 Resources Committee regarding H.R. 2893, Witness list and NPS 
testimony 
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National NAGPRA Online Databases

National NAGPRA maintains several online databases designed to provide access to 

information on a variety of NAGPRA-related topics. All of the databases have search 

capabilities that allow the user to locate specific information. The databases are updated 

regularly by National NAGPRA staff.  

●     Native American Consultation Database (NACD) is an easy way to identify a current 
official contact for Indian tribes, Alaska Native villages and corporations, and Native 
Hawaiian organizations. Names and addresses of tribal leaders are entered from the 
current Bureau of Indian Affairs Tribal Leaders Directory. Use the state tables compiled 
from Indian Land Cessions 1784-1894 as additional consultation resources. Changes in 
contact information or corrections to the data should be sent to the NACD Administrator.

●     Notices of Inventory Completion Database is a searchable library of published Federal 
Register notices pertaining to Native American human remains and associated funerary 
objects. A map has been added to the site to show the distribution of human remains that 
have been described in published notices of inventory completion. 

●     Notices of Intent to Repatriate Database is a searchable library of published Federal 
Register notices pertaining to Native American unassociated funerary objects, sacred 
objects, and objects of cultural patrimony. 

●     Culturally Unidentifiable Native American Inventories Database. This database 
provides information about Native American human remains that have been determined to 
be culturally unidentifiable and has been compiled on behalf of the Review Committee 
pursuant to 43 CFR 10.10 (g). The database summarizes the inventory information 
submitted by museums and Federal agencies and is not meant to be an exact copy of their 
inventory data. Though an effort has been made to verify the accuracy of the data 
presented in this database, slight discrepancies between these and the actual museum and 
agency inventories may remain. 
The database was updated December 31, 2006. It now includes 15,901 records describing 
118,400 Native American human remains and 828,641 associated funerary objects 
inventoried by 627 museums and Federal agencies. Among the human remains included 
here are 5,238 that have been affiliated or transferred since they were first inventoried as 
culturally unidentifiable. Corrections, updates, and additions to this database will be made 
as museums and agencies continue to verify the data that have been entered, or submit 
revised inventories. A map has been added to show the provenience of the human remains 
in the database.  
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NAGPRA Grants 

NAGPRA Grants are awarded to Indian tribes, Alaska Native villages and corporations, 

Native Hawaiian organizations, and museums for financial assistance in carrying out projects 

associated with NAGPRA compliance. 

A new online NAGPRA Grants to Tribes and Museums (PDF) brochure highlights examples of successful 

NAGPRA grants projects and provides information on other sources of cultural resources funding. 

The National NAGPRA program administers two types of awards, each with a different 

application process. Use the same proposal form for either type of grant. 

Consultation/Documentation grants are awarded competitively once per fiscal year. 

Collaborative documentation and consultation proposals are especially encouraged. 

Repatriation grants are awarded on a continuing basis throughout each fiscal year. 

Proposals are accepted October 1 through June 30. Repatriation grant proposals require 

documentation of transfer of control. See template. 

NAGPRA Grant Calendar for FY2007
 
September 20, 2006

 
FY2007 NAGPRA Tribal and Museum Grant guidelines and 
application forms available on-line.

 
December 29, 2006

 
Draft FY2007 NAGPRA Tribal and Museum Consultation/ 
Documentation grant applications due for optional pre-review.

 
March 1, 2007

 
Final FY2007 NAGPRA Tribal and Museum Consultation/ 
Documentation grant applications due.
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July 15, 2007

 
Target date for announcement of FY2007 Consultation/ 
Documentation awards. 

 
Repatriation grant applications should be submitted at least 8 weeks prior to the 
scheduled repatriation. Funding may not be immediately available.

  

Guidelines and Forms for Applicants: 

●     FY 2007 Grant Guidelines PDF 
●     FY 2007 Proposal Form PDF or Word document format 
●     SF424: Application for Federal Assistance form PDF or Word document format  

(This is a mandatory form to be submitted with all grant applications.)

The FY2007 Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number for 

NAGPRA Grants is 15.922. 

 

Information for Grant Recipients: 

●     Interim Progress Report Cover Sheet 
●     Final Project Report Cover Sheet  

 

Submitting Grant Proposals, Interim Progress Reports, and Final Project 

Reports: 

Address proposal packages sent by U.S. Postal Service (including Express Mail) to: 

National Park Service  

National NAGPRA Program  

1849 C Street NW (Org. Code 2253)  

Washington, DC 20240 

ATTENTION: NAGPRA Grants 

Note: Mail delivered by the U.S. Postal Service is typically delayed by two weeks or longer, and is subject to 

irradiation prior to delivery. If you are mailing compact discs, photographs, booklets, or other sensitive materials, 
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these may be damaged in the irradiation process. Please consider using a courier service for such items. 

Address proposal packages sent by courier service (FedEx, UPS, DHL, etc.) to:  

 
National Park Service  

National NAGPRA Program  

1201 Eye Street NW  

8th Floor  

Washington, DC 20005 

ATTENTION: NAGPRA Grants 

 
Awards to Date: 

 
The National Park Service has awarded NAGPRA grants since 1994. From 1994 through 

September 15, 2006, 523 NAGPRA grants have been awarded. Click for the complete list of 

NAGPRA grant awards to date. 

●     349 NAGPRA grants totalling $18,909,241 have been awarded to Indian tribes, Alaska 
Native villages and corporations, and Native Hawaiian organizations. 

●     174 NAGPRA grants totalling $8,737,841 have been awarded to museums.  

Recent Press Releases:

September 11, 2006  

June 20, 2006  

August 25, 2005  

July 20, 2005  

 
 

 
 

DOI Home  
 

PMM 

http://www.cr.nps.gov/nagpra/GRANTS/INDEX.HTM (3 of 3)6/6/2007 8:07:36 AM

http://www.cr.nps.gov/nagpra/GRANTS/ALLAWARDS.htm
http://data2.itc.nps.gov/release/Detail.cfm?ID=691
http://data2.itc.nps.gov/release/Detail.cfm?ID=691
http://data2.itc.nps.gov/release/Detail.cfm?ID=665
http://data2.itc.nps.gov/release/Detail.cfm?ID=665
http://data2.itc.nps.gov/release/Detail.cfm?ID=607
http://data2.itc.nps.gov/release/Detail.cfm?ID=603
http://www.doi.gov/


National NAGPRA Training Home

NAGPRA Training 

The National NAGPRA program offers a variety of training opportunities for individuals who 

are interested in better understanding and implementing NAGPRA. 

 
The National NAGPRA Program sponsors one-day NAGPRA training at least twice a year. 

These training courses generally take place at the site where the Review Committee is 

meeting, and either immediately precede or follow the meeting.

NAGPRA Training

Coming to Phoenix, AZ on October 13, 2007: Details coming soon

Registration Form 

Sample Agenda for NAGPRA Training 

The National NAGPRA Program also can provide training at the invitation of a hosting group, at 

a location and time convenient for the host. The Program prepares a set of training materials 

and certificates of course completion, and sends Program staff to the training site. At the 

host's discretion, the Program can advertise the training on this web page. In return, the host 

pays the costs of the instructors' travel, lodging, and per diem, and the copying costs of the 

training materials. 

Please direct your inquiries about both National NAGPRA Program-sponsored and 

invitational training to David Tarler (telephone 202-354-2108; email David_Tarler@nps.gov).
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The National NAGPRA Program also participates in training sponsored by the National 

Preservation Institute and other associations.

●     October 8, 2007: International Legal Issues: The Current Debate over the Immunity of 
Foreign Cultural Property Suit in the United States, Washington College of Law, 
American University, 4801 Massachusetts Ave NW, Room 603, Washington, DC @ 
4:00pm. Registration Information or call (202) 274-4445

●     December 4 -5, 2007: Native American Cultural Property Law, sponsored by the 
National Preservation Institute, Seattle, WA. 

 
Training Resources 

Several of the handouts that National NAGPRA uses in its training courses are available 

online:

●     NAGPRA Glossary
●     Bureau of Indian Affairs list of federally recognized tribes PDF
●     NAGPRA at a Glance PDF or HTML
●     NAGPRA Collections vs. Excavations and Discoveries: Overview PDF 
●     Summary and Inventory Overview PDF 
●     Cultural Affiliation PDF 
●     43 CFR 10 Subpart B Overview (Excavations and Inadvertent Discoveries) PDF 
●     Inadvertent Discoveries on Tribal Lands - Overview PDF
●     Inadvertent Discoveries on Federal Lands - Overview PDF
●     Intentional Excavations on Tribal and Federal Lands - Overview PDF 
●     NAGPRA Section 3 and the Requirements of ARPA PDF 
●     Priority of Custody/Ownership Flowchart [43 CFR 10.6 and 25 U.S.C. 3002(a)] PDF 
●     Plan of Action Checklist PDF
●     Comprehensive Agreement Checklist PDF 
●     Comparison of NAGPRA, ARPA, and NHPA Section 106 PDF 
●     36 CFR 79 Overview (Curation of Federally Owned and Administered Archaeological 

Collections) PDF 
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Notices 

●     About NAGPRA Notices
●     Notice Templates 
●     Published Notices 
●     State Reports 

About NAGPRA Notices  

As part of the NAGPRA compliance process, the National NAGPRA program assists 

museums and Federal agencies in publishing Notices of Inventory Completion and Notices of 

Intent to Repatriate in the Federal Register.

A Notice of Inventory Completion is published when a museum or Federal agency has 

made a determination of cultural affiliation for Native American human remains and 

associated funerary objects in its possession or control. By law these were due November 

1995. 

A Notice of Intent to Repatriate is published when a museum or Federal agency, in 

consultation with tribes, receives, reviews, and accepts a claim by a tribe for sacred objects, 

unassociated funerary objects, or objects of cultural patrimony.

A Notice of Intended Disposition is published in newspapers by the Federal agency official 

responsible for cultural items excavated or removed from Federal lands. The responsible 

Federal agency official must send copies of published Notices of Intended Disposition to 

National NAGPRA. 
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Notice Templates  

Notice templates are available in Word, and may be downloaded for use in preparing draft 

Federal Register notices to be sent to National NAGPRA. Draft Federal Register notices may 

be sent via mail or delivery service as an electronic file on disk, or as an e-mail attachment 

to Jaime_Lavallee@contractor.nps.gov.

●     Notice of Inventory Completion Template
●     Notice of Intent to Repatriate Template
●     Correction Template (used to correct a previously published notice)
●     Notice of Intended Disposition Template

Many of the terms that are used in Notices of Inventory Completion and Notices of Intent to 

Repatriate have specialized meanings under NAGPRA. Such terms include:

●     Aboriginal lands 
●     Associated funerary objects
●     Burial site
●     Control
●     Cultural affiliation
●     Cultural items
●     Cultural patrimony
●     Human remains
●     Indian tribe 

❍     Bureau of Indian Affairs list of federally recognized tribes PDF 
●     Native Hawaiian oganization
●     Physical custody 
●     Possession
●     Preponderance of evidence 
●     Sacred objects
●     Unassociated funerary objects 

Published Notices 

The text of published Federal Register notices may be viewed in either HTML or PDF 

formats. Select from:

●     Notices of Inventory Completion Database
●     Notices of Intent to Repatriate Database

A table of published Notices of Intended Disposition is available in PDF.

State Reports 
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Provenience data, including State, County, and Site information, derived from published 

Notices of Inventory Completion have been assembled in the following MS Word Documents. 

Clicke here for Help in using these tables.DF.

Alaska Hawaii Massachusetts New Mexico South Dakota

Alabama Idaho Michigan New York Tennessee

Arizona Illinois Minnesota North Carolina Texas

Arkansas Indiana Mississippi North Dakota Utah

California Iowa Missouri Ohio Vermont

Colorado Kansas Montana Oklahoma Virginia

Connecticut Kentucky Nebraska Oregon Washington

Delaware Louisiana Nevada Pennsylvania West Virginia 

Florida Maine New Hampshire Rhode Island Wisconsin

Georgia Maryland New Jersey South Carolina Wyoming

 

For more information regarding notices and the NAGPRA compliance process, see Law and 

Regulations.
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National NAGPRA Documents and 

Publications 

 

Maps 

Maps showing the location of Indian reservations, Indian land claims, and military bases are 

available to provide information that can be used during consultation. The National NAGPRA 

program does not have printed versions of these maps available for distribution. However, 

PDF versions can be downloaded and taken to your local printing or copy center. 

●     Indian Reservations shows the location of Federal Indian Reservations in the continental 
United States, and is based on information compiled by the Bureau of Indian Affairs .

●     Judicially Established Indian Lands is based on information provided by the Indian 
Claims Commission. The Indian Claim's Commission was established by Congress in 1946 
to settle land claim disputes between Indians and the U.S. Government.

●     Military Bases in the Contiguous United States is a low-resolution map showing 
locations of Department of Defense (DOD) installations. The map is intended to serve as a 
consultation resource for helping to identify collections from DOD lands. 

 

National NAGPRA Reports  

are the official reports of National NAGPRA program activities. The reports summarize a 

variety of information, including the program expenditures, notice publication statistics, grant 

information, status of draft regulations, and status of disputes. Additional reports are posted 

as they become available.

●     FY07 Midyear Report (June 2007)
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●     FY06 Final Report (October 2006)
●     FY06 Midyear Report (May 2006)
●     FY05 Final Report (October 2005)
●     FY04 Final Report (October 2004)
●     FY04 Midyear Report (April 2004)
●     FY03 Final Report (October 2003) 
●     May 2003 
●     November 2002 

 

National NAGPRA Brochures 

●     NAGPRA Grants to Tribes and Museums 
●     National NAGPRA Program 

To request additional information about the National NAGPRA Program, please contact 

NAGPRA_Info@nps.gov. 
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Native American Graves Protection and 

Repatriation Review Committee 

 
About the Review Committee 

The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Review Committee was 

established under NAGPRA "to monitor and review the implementation of the inventory and 

identification process and repatriation activities." They have requested that information on 

compliance with the law be maintained and they make annual reports to Congress. They also 

hear disputes on factual matters to resolve repatriation issues between Indian tribes, Alaska 

Native villages and corporations, and Native Hawaiian organizations. The Review Committee 

is an advisory body under the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA). Questions regarding 

Federal agency procedural practice are addressed by the Administrative Procedures Act, 5 U.

S.C. Section 501 et seq. Review Committee members are appointed by the Secretary of the 

Interior from nominations by Indian tribes, Native Hawaiian organizations, traditional Native 

American religious leaders, national museum organizations, and scientific organizations. 

Review Committee information includes: 

●     Secretarial Appointees 
●     Announcements (including upcoming meetings)
●     Charter PDF or Text
●     Procedures
●     Meeting Minutes
●     Findings and Recommendations 
●     Reports to the Congress
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●     National NAGPRA Reports to the Review Committee 

The National NAGPRA program provides administrative and staff support to the review 

committee on behalf of the Secretary of the Interior. The Manager, National NAGPRA 

program, serves as the Review Committee's Designated Federal Officer. 
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Special Topics 

The National NAGPRA program serves as a resource on a variety of topics related to 

repatriation. If you have suggestions for other topics that could be added to this page, please 

contact National NAGPRA at NAGPRA_Info@nps.gov. 

 
Contaminated Collections 

●     NPS Conserve O Grams dealing with collections contamination.
●     Proceedings of the symposium, Contaminated Collections: Preservation, Access and Use, 

held at the National Conservation Training Center in Shepherdstown, West Virginia, April 6 
- 9, 2001.

●     Links to non-NPS web sites concerning pesticides and contaminated collections.

International Repatriation

●     The National NAGPRA program has created a Web page with information on international 
repatriation, and links to additional sites with more information.
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National NAGPRA Contact Information 

Mailing Address (U.S. Postal Service):  

National NAGPRA Program 

National Park Service 

1849 C Street, NW (2253) 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

Delivery Address (commercial delivery service):  

National NAGPRA Program  

National Park Service 

1201 Eye Street, NW (8th floor) 

Washington, D.C. 20005

Telephone: 202-354-2201 

FAX: 202-371-5197 

E-mail: NAGPRA_Info@nps.gov

National NAGPRA Organizational Chart 

 
Secretary of the Interior 

Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks 
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Director, National Park Service 

Associate Director, Cultural Resources

National NAGPRA program

 

Program Staff 

National NAGPRA Program Manager  

Sherry Hutt 

202-354-1479 

Sherry_Hutt@nps.gov 

 
Program Secretary  

Robin Coates 

202-354-2201 

National NAGPRA Program Officers  

National NAGPRA program officers provide information and technical assistance in 

their specific areas of responsibility.  

 
Jaime Lavallee - Federal Register notices  

202-354-2204  

Jaime_Lavallee@contractor.nps.gov 

Tim McKeown - Regulations, Review Committee, and Federal Register notices 

202-354-2206  

Tim_McKeown@nps.gov 

Cynthia Murdock - Databases, Federal Register notices, NACD and Tribal Contacts, culturally 

unidentifiable human remains inventory, and Web  
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National NAGPRA Contacts Home

202-354-2205  

Cynthia_Murdock@nps.gov 

David Tarler - Training and NAGPRA Compliance 

202-354-2108 

David_Tarler@nps.gov

Michelle Joan Wilkinson - Grants  

202-354-2203  

Michelle_J_Wilkinson@nps.gov 

 

Join our mailing list 

Send an email to NAGPRA_Info@nps.gov. Type SUBSCRIBE in the subject line and tell us your name 

and affiliation in the message. We'll keep you up-to-date with periodic emails on the major events at 

National NAGPRA.  

 

 
 

DOI Home  
 

PMM/CRM 
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●     E-mail this page
●     Receive updates by e-mail
●     USA.gov RSS Feeds 

News and Features

Flag Day is June 14 

Learn about the American 

flag and celebrate its birthday.

Father's Day is June 17 

Find history, facts, tips, and 

gift ideas to celebrate dads.

Recreation and Tourism 

Discover national parks, state 

tourism sites, museums, 

hobbies, and more.

Tuberculosis 

Check out this Tuberculosis 

(TB) fact sheet.

More News and Features >>  

Government Agencies

Loans, money, funding, financial aid, food 
stamps... 
 

Identity theft, fraud, scams, recalls, 
consumer credit, debt... 
 

Military, international affairs, trade, 
embassies, visas, immigration... 
 

Weather, farms, gas, electricity, 
recycling, natural resources... 
 

Housing, human services, community 
development... 
 

Medical, health care, insurance, diet, 
food stamps, fitness, public health... 
 

Employment, career, workplace, labor, 
school, students, teachers... 
 

Unclaimed government money, credit, 
saving, retirement... 
 

Crime, prison, law enforcement, 
disasters, emergencies... 
 

Libraries, forms, government news, laws, 
photos, maps, research... 
 

Space, biology, Internet security, media, 
phone, radio, patents... 
 

Transportation, air, train, international, 
tourism... 
 

Government Information by Topic

Benefits and Grants

Consumer Guides

Defense and International

Environment, Energy, and Agriculture

Family, Home, and Community

Health and Nutrition

History, Arts, and Culture

Jobs and Education

Money and Taxes

Public Safety and Law

Reference and General Government

Science and Technology

Travel and Recreation

Voting and Elections

100 More Online 
Services >>  

●     Shop 
Government 
Auctions

●     Apply for 
Government 
Jobs

●     Get or Renew 
a Passport

●     Contact 
Elected 
Officials

●     Find Cheapest Gas Prices
●     Get Your Fishing License
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If you have questions about the federal government: 
Check our frequently asked questions, e-mail USA.gov, or call 1 (800) FED INFO (1-800-333-4636).

USA.gov™ is the U.S. government's official web portal: 
Office of Citizen Services and Communications 
U.S. General Services Administration 
1800 F Street, NW, Washington, DC 20405
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Museums, libraries, genealogy, ethnic 
traditions... 
 

Voter registration, contact elected 
officials... 
 

●     A-Z Agency Index

●     Federal Government

●     State Government

●     Local Government

●     Tribal GovernmentWhat's FREE this Month?

●     Subscribe for Free: USA.gov News 
Sign up for this monthly e-newsletter to receive timely tips on 
government information and services. Review the latest issues 
and scroll down to subscribe.
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DisclaimerNPS HOME

FIND A PARK

HISTORY & CULTURE

NATURE & SCIENCE

FOR KIDS & TEACHERS

GETTING INVOLVED

ABOUT US

NEWS

Site Index

Frequently Asked 
Questions

Bookstore

Contact Us

This website and the information it contains are provided as a public service by the National Park 

Service (NPS), U.S. Department of the Interior. This system is monitored to ensure proper 

operation, to verify the functioning of applicable security features, and for comparable purposes. 

Anyone using this system expressly consents to such monitoring. Unauthorized attempts to 

modify any information stored on this system, to defeat or circumvent security features, or to 

utilize this system for other than its intended purposes are prohibited and may result in criminal 

prosecution.

Restriction of Liability 

The NPS makes no claims, promises or guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or 

adequacy of the contents of this website and expressly disclaims liability for errors and omissions 

in the contents of this website. No warranty of any kind, implied, expressed or statutory, 

including but not limited to the warranties of non-infringement of third party rights, title, 

merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose and freedom from computer virus, is given with 

respect to the contents of this website or its hyperlinks to other Internet resources. Reference in 

this website to any specific commercial products, processes, or services, or the use of any trade, 

firm or corporation name is for the information and convenience of the public, and does not 

constitute endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by NPS.

Ownership 

Information presented on this website, unless otherwise indicated , is considered in the public 

domain. It may may be distributed or copied as is permitted by the law. Not all information on 

this website has been created or is owned by the NPS. If you wish to use any non-NPS material, 

you must seek permission directly from the owning (or holding) sources. NPS shall have the 
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unlimited right to use for any purpose, free of any charge, all information submitted to NPS via 

this site except those submissions made under separate legal contract. NPS shall be free to use, 

for any purpose, any ideas, concepts, or techniques contained in information provided to NPS 

through this site.

More Information 

Department of Interior Disclaimer
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Bookstore

Contact Us

We collect no personal information about you when you visit our website unless you choose to 

provide this information to us. However, we collect and store certain information automatically. 

Here is how we handle information about your visit to our website.

What We Collect and Store Automatically 

If you do nothing during your visit but browse through the website, read pages, or download 

information, we will gather and store certain information about your visit automatically. This 

information does not identify you personally. We automatically collect and store only the following 

information about your visit:

●     The Internet domain (for example, "xcompany.com" if you use a private Internet access 

account, or "yourschool.edu" if you connect from a university's domain) and IP address 

(an IP address is a number that is automatically assigned to your computer whenever you 

are surfing the Web) from which you access our website;

●     The type of browser and operating system used to access our site;

●     The date and time you access our site;

●     The pages you visit; and

●     If you linked to our website from another website, the address of that website. We use the 

information we collect to count the number and type of visitors to the different pages on 

our site, and to help us make our site more useful to visitors like you.

If You Send Us E-mail 

You may choose to provide us with personal information, as in e-mail with a comment or 

question. We use the information to improve our service to you or to respond to your request. 
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http://www.doi.gov/
http://www.nps.gov/gettinginvolved
http://www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm
http://www.nature.nps.gov/
http://www.nps.gov/learn/
http://www.nps.gov/gettinginvolved/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/aboutus/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/news/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/siteindex.htm
http://www.nps.gov/faqs.htm
http://www.nps.gov/faqs.htm
http://www.nps.gov/bookstore.htm
http://www.nps.gov/contacts.htm


U.S. National Park Service Privacy Statement

http://www.nps.gov/privacy.htm (2 of 2)6/6/2007 8:08:00 AM

Disclaimer| Accessibility| Privacy| FOIA| Notices| USA.gov 

Sometimes we forward your e-mail to other government employees or authorized concessioners 

who may be better able to help you. Except for authorized law enforcement investigations, we do 

not share our e-mail with any other outside organizations.

Links to Other Sites 

Our website has many links to our partners, especially other federal agencies. In a few cases we 

link to private organizations. When you link to another site, you are no longer on our site and are 

subject to the privacy policy of the new site.

More Information 

Department of Interior Privacy Statement 

Department of Interior Childrens Privacy Statement
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NPS Freedom of Information Act 

 

 
NPS Freedom of Information Act

Please visit individual park websites for specific documents related to a park that you cannot find here. To find these documents visit a park's homepage from www.nps.gov/park.html and click on the FACS/
DOCS section.  

FOIA regulations, instructions, and general information can be found on the Department of the Interior's FOIA page. 

Freedom of Information Act 2000 Annual Report  
PDF  Word 8.0 

Hot Docs 
Documents that are currently "hot" issues and others that have been requested under the Freedom of Information Act.

Park Planning Documents  
Current and completed NPS planning projects. NPS Annual Performance Plan for Fiscal Year 1998.

NPS FOIA Officers  
If you would like to file a FOIA, please contact a NPS FOIA Officer. 
 

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™ 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
privacy & disclaimer 

Updated 10/09/2001 
http://www.nps.gov/refdesk/npsfoia.html 

Author: Diane Cooke
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Search 

  

 History & Culture 

 Search nps.gov

 

History & Culture 

People

Places

Stories

Preservation

Collections

For Travelers

For Teachers 

For kids

publications

About Our Programs 

Contact Us 

Find A Park 

Nature & Science  

Education & Interpretation 

 

 

QUICKLINKS: 

Grants 

How To... 

National Register Search 

Tax Incentives  

Teaching With Historic Places  

Travel Itineraries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History is everywhere 

In nearly 400 national parks and every hometown. It covers 

everything from the remnants of ancient civilizations to 

the boyhood homes of U.S. Presidents to the stirring 

sagas of hard-fought wars to the reverberations of one 

woman refusing to give up her seat on a bus. History is a 

part of who we were, who we are, and who we will be. 

 
As you explore these pages, we hope you find what you are 

looking for – but even more importantly, we hope you 

discover something that surprises you. We invite you to 

learn more about history and how the National Park Service 

works to preserve it. 

 

Asian-Pacific American Heritage Month 

The National Register of Historic Places recognizes the historical 

contributions of Asian and Pacific peoples in the United States 

and its associated territories. 
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Arlington House: The Robert E. Lee Memorial  

This exhibit explores Arlington House and its most famous 

resident, Robert E. Lee, and three influential families, the 

Washingtons, Custis' and Lees. It highlights the home as a 

memorial to President George Washington, its importance to 

the Lee family, and military traditions from the American 

Revolution to the Civil War.  

Did You Know? 

Did you know that the First Women's Rights Convention in 

America was held in Seneca Falls, New York in 1848? 

more... 

Freedom of Information Act Privacy Policy Disclaimer Accessibility USA.gov
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