POTPOURRI OF MEMORIES
Interview #4
Monday, June 15, 1992

RITCHIE: You sad you wanted to add some "potpourri?

SCOTT: Yes, jus alittle bit of this, that, and the other. There was one snowy day in the '60s
when the Senate went in sesson and not one of the officid reporters showed up. | think they must have
been staggered, because we had had night sessions, so | think some of them must have been scheduled
to comein alittle later. But nobody showed up at al, and the Senate went in session and nobody was
there to record it. Frank came flying back to the office. | thought, "Oh, my goodness, what kind of
emergency has happened. Maybe it wasafire” Hewent into his office and he got his tape recorder,
and he went back to the floor and he taped the actua proceedings. He made them start al over again
and taped it. Then in afew minutes one of the reporters did come. | guess he was held up in the traffic
in the snow.

Then another little item which | thought was interesting, when Vernon [Tabert] had retired, and
Ellsworth Dozier was chief messenger, Mr. Johnston, who was on the formd side, felt that he was
being closer to him and complimenting him by calling hisby hisfirs name, "Ellsworth.” Frank was just
the opposite, because Frank caled everybody by hisfirst name. But he cdled him "Mr.
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Dozier," to give him alittle bit more prestige. So | thought that was interesting, the contrast between the
two of them.

Another item which goes way back concerns Senator [Dennis| Chavez of New Mexico.
Whenever he would comein, he would aways come by my desk and say, "That'swhere | used to sit.”
He had worked in the Disbursing Office, Senator Chavez, before he was elected to the Senate. He
used to say, "l used to St right there.” So | guess part of the areawe had for our office had been part
of the Disbursing Office.

Senator [Stephen] Y oung of Ohio was avery independent Senator. He had determined that he
would only serve one term s0 he was not beholden to his congtituents. He had a reputation for
answering letters with very short replies—on occasion with one word: "no." | remember onetime he
went by my desk, and seeing my Coke, asked if it had "authority.” It took me a second to figure out
what he meant.

| just wanted to mention something that happened more recently—these are not chronological
at all—Senator [Robert C.] Byrd was supposed to make a speech at afund-raising dinner herein
Washington, and he invited me to come, without any notice, so | wasn't dressed formaly and had
nothing to change into. But he asked me just to come over and go that night with Ethel Lowe, who was
his persona secretary, and her husband. | went over to Senator Byrd's office, and Ethel Lowe had
dready changed into her evening gown, and she was going back and forth from his office where he was

working on the speech he was going to give. Because
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it was agood opportunity, it was afund raiser, and he was the main spesker. It wasimportant. She
kept coming out and changing it, and typing it, and stapling it, and changing it, o | thought that didn't
auger very well. We went to the dinner and | sat there at the table with Mrs. Byrd and Ethel and her
husband and some of the others. And the speech wasn't that good. It was dl about driving through
Wes Virginiaand looking at an old, old house that was dl neglected and the grass was growing up
around it, and the paint had faded, and it just looked awful. And he said, "That reminds me of the
Republican party.” Then he said the same thing over, and over, and over again. That wasthe whole
thrust of the speech. When he got back to the table, nobody said anything. Nobody complimented him
or anything. | remember that so well.

The next day, he came right into my office and sat down at my desk and said, "Well, Scottie,
how did you like my speech?" [laughg] | thought, "Oh, my goodness, what am | going to say?' | was
on the spot, and | didn't want to lie. | thought if | lied held never believe me again, and | just wasn't
going to lie, and yet | didn't know what to say diplomaticaly. However, | was so fortunate because |
had been to another luncheon just aweek before in Frank's place, he used to send me sometimes when
he couldn't go. It had been over in the Old Senate Office Building. 1t was just asmdl group, and he
made a speech that time which was great. He personalized it. He would say, "So and so and so and
50, Don." "So and so and so and so, Mike." Mike Manatos was there. "So and so and so and so,

Dorothye™ And that put you right into it, and
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everybody was helping him dong. It wasdl kind of atogether thing. At the end everybody clapped,
and he kept saying, "Come on, come on, you can do better than that—more applause.” And
everybody got red cheerful and in the spirit. So | remembered that speech and | thought, "At least |
can say that, thank goodness.” So | told him, | said, "Waell, senator, | didn't like it aswell as the speech
you mede at this other occasion.” | told him, "That was so good because you involved everybody, and
everybody redly enjoyed it, and they were with you oniit. | redly did like that one better." At least |
told the truth! [laughs]

He sad, "Oh, well, | should have taken my fiddle and fiddled for the dinner instead of
gpesking." The next day, he decided he was going to come in and give afiddling concert for the page
boys in the cloakroom, to which we were invited. 1've forgotten whose turn it was to stay late, one of
my girls, Murid Anderson who's ill with Joe Stewart, left, and then Hossie and | stayed. They went
out of session around 7:30. The invitation was from Bill Wannal to come into the cloakroom and hear
Senator Byrd fiddle. So Flosse and | went in, and Flossie took her tape recorder and she taped it.
The very next day he was back again, and we dl had to it and ligen to it al over again! [laughs] He sat
there and listened to the tape with us. So that was my adventure with Senator Byrd's speech.

Then there was another little item, back when Elizabeth Ray wrote her book, she was
appointed by Congressman Wayne Hays, and
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wasn't ableto type—didn't type at al. So therewasalot of controversy about it, so much so that she
decided that she might aswell go ahead and write a book and capitdize on dl this publicity, dthough it
was adverse, she was going to get something out of it. The book that she wrote was put together so
quickly—somebody gave me acopy of it—that al the pages were mixed up. They weren't even put in
correctly. She sat over there in one of the card shops on B Street and autographed it in the window.
Following that, alot of the Senators used to come up and make the same standing joke. They'd say,
"Canyou type?" The girls were getting kind of tired of it. One day Senator [Quentin] Burdick camein
and | remember when Lois Schering was my third girl in the outer office, and Senator Burdick used to
use her typewriter every oncein awhile. | overheard him say to her, "Can you type?' And she sad,
"Wel, | can type, too." [laughs]

Those are some of the little highlights. Another one was when Vice President [Nelson|
Rockefdler was sworn in, after we had our three Vice Presdents in eighteen months. When he was
sworn in he had to go through the same orientation that we reserved for dl the new Senators. Hewas
gppointed Vice President and had to come in and go through the whole thing. Everybody thought it
was kind of unusud for a Rockefdler to have to sign up for his hospitdization plan. [laughs]

One other thing, in connection with the work that we had with the embasses and some of the
foreign matters. We were hepful when the Chinese liaison office was established. They used to come
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to usfor help in connection with their dinners they wanted to have, to invite the members of Congress
and cement rlations. We were kind of helpful in getting the invitations ddivered for them. Following
that, | went to a couple of receptions with Frank to the Chinese liaison office. Then one day it was
primary eection day in the Didtrict, and they wanted to know if Frank could take some of them to the
different precincts. So hedidnt doiit, but | did it. That was interesting.

RITCHIE: They wanted to see how an election operated?

SCOTT: They wanted to see what democracy was dl about. So | made arrangements to
take them to three different precincts. | made arrangements with the peoplein charge. 1t was
interesting because | was kind of looking at it through their eyes, and | was trying to show off what
democracy was dl aout. They asked me alot of questions, and we got the forms, and they watched
the people vote, and they watched the people walking around outside, and they got the whole picture.
It was interesting to see how they reacted.

RITCHIE: Didyou get a sense of what their impression was?

SCOTT: Yes, they were very respectful and very interested, and very complimentary about it.

It was very nice, it redly was, | felt red good. After that, they invited me for tea a the liaison office,
but | had an engagement and | couldn't go. It was
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late in the afternoon by the time we finished. Frank was kidding me about it afterwards, he said, "If you
ever retire, you could be socid secretary at the Chinese liaison office.”

Then coming back to who caled what people by what names, this goes way back. Mr.
Johnston, whom | aways cdled "Mr. Johnston,” used to dways cal me "Miss Scott.” All my friends
held cdl by thelr first names, but | was dways "Miss Scott.” One of my friends from Senator Lucas
office one afternoon stopped over for me because we were going someplace, and | was finishing up
some work, and he said to her: "June, will you go ahead and cal the Spesker's office” But | was"Miss
Scott.” Onetime | was S0 surprised because | heard Mr. Johnston tell someone on the phone, "Well,
cal Scottie”" Everybody cdled me Scottie. And he said "Scottie” and | couldn't believe it was coming
out of his mouth!

The other items | made notes on were the Robert Kennedy nation and the funerd train.

| don't know whether you want to talk about that now.

RITCHIE: We could tak about that now, and well come back to some of those things later
on, but as long as you have notes on them you might as well talk about them now.

SCOTT: Yes, these are somethings | wanted to be sure not to forget. Well, that was redly
something because | guess that Ethel Kennedy must have fdt that she wanted to do the same kind of
dramatic thing that Jackie had done when President John Kennedy was
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killed. I think this must have been behind her fedings. | had met them origindly when Bobby Kennedy
was counsdl of the Senate Investigating Subcommittee, of which Ruth Wett was the chief clerk. | told
you about that Christmas party. Well, anyway, the night of the funerd, Angie Novello—who was one
of my "sggters” the group that we had we dl caled each other "sgters,” and Ruth and Walter "mother
and father"—anyway, Angie Novello who was his persond secretary was the one in charge of dl the
arrangements up in New Y ork, at the funeral and on the funerd train. Ruth and Walter went up to
New York, and Walter Watt was a pallbearer.

Angie was the one whom we contacted to find out about the timing of the funerd train coming
in, because the Senators wanted to wait and go out for the services a Arlington Nationa Cemetery.
Of course, they were hanging around and waiting and it was hours and hours before that train came in.
It wasjust forever. The amosphere in my office was just getting more and more morbid and
depressed, it wasjust awful. I'll never forget it. And remember that that funera train took so long,
went so dowly, and there were two people killed, if you remember, on the tracks, coming out to |ook.
We kept thinking, "Why wouldn't they wait until the next day to have the services?' The time went on
and on and the Senators were till waiting. What we were trying to do was have buses for them to go
out as agroup to Arlington Nationad Cemetery, and we were in charge of doing that. When the train
findly did come, then Frank went out with Senator Mandfield. Buit it was like about 8:30 a night. It
was dark, and it wasjust awful. | felt
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like the office was afunerd parlor that day, the way the Senators were coming in congtantly and
waiting. When Frank did leave, | went in his office and watched it on TV. | thought, "Wdll, I'm here, |
might aswell go ahead." And it was heart bresking, there they were with the candles and everything in
the dark.

When Senator Kennedy was shot, Senator Mansfield must have called Frank as soon as he
heard about, which was like about five o'clock in the morning, I'm sure, because Frank caled me right
away. It must about been around five o'dlock in the morning. He said, "Get over to the office right
away." Sowefdt that we were kind of asad part of it. 1t wasdl so dramatic and so sad. But I'll
never forget it. Angie Novelo was very devoted to him. | had known her when she was with him
those years when he was counsel to the committee and when he was a Senator. We used to have
some New Y ear's breskfasts out at Ruth and Walter Watt's. Half of us would be Republicans and half
would be Democrats [laughs]. And the thing that was interesting about that was that Angie Novello
and Rose Mary Woods were two of the same group; and, of course, were on the opposite Sides. But
we il see each other occasiondly. Angie worked for Bobby Kennedy when he wrote the book, The
Enemy Within, following his work on the Senate Investigating Subcommittee, and aso when he was
Attorney Genera. She returned with him when he was dected to the Senate.

| remember one evening when we were having a birthday dinner downtown, and Angie hadn't

joined us as she was working late. Winnie DeWeese (who used to work for Mr. Loeffler and then the
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Republican Policy Committee) caled Bob and asked him to let Angie leave so she could cometo our
dinner. Angie used to say she was going to give fourteen years of her life to working for Bob Kennedy.
She remained close to the Kennedy family after his death and asssted Ethel Kennedy at that time. She
went on to other positions, among them working at our embassy in Copenhagen.

RITCHIE: They were old friends from back in the days when they were secretaries?

SCOTT: That'sright. We had known them for along time; and there was this one group of
friends—the girls dways said we were "sigters" and Ruth and Wadter were "mother and father.”
Senator Aiken and Lolawere part of the "family.” That's what we called oursdves. Onewas"Uncle
Bob Holcomb," and Carl Fogle was "cousn” from the Architect's office. All of uslooked forward to
our lunch hours together and went back to our offices redly refreshed by the stimulating conversation
and vigt with our close friends. "Buck" was our waiter, and "Vi" our bus girl.

Frequently, Senator Aiken would have lunch with us. He was an unofficid member of "the
family," and later of course he and Lolawere married. Every Wednesday was "rum pie day.” Weal
looked forward to that and often split pieces. Ruth did us one better. Sheld have adice at lunch time
and aso take a piece back to her office for the afternoon. One of our "ssters” Tempie Bailey, who

worked for the Joint Committee on Printing, was well endowed. One
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day at our table the cocktail-length necklace which she was wearing broke, and instead of the beads
dropping down to her lap, they bounced to the other end of the table. This was a standing joke from
then on.

Lolawas far-sghted and we used to kid her about having to hold the menu nearly at the other
end of the table for her to read it. Some days we would go down and have allittle picnic in the grotto
on the Capitol grounds, our whole group, including Senator Aiken.

Speaking of luncheons, Dottie McCarty knew how much | enjoyed arranging the luncheonsiin
our conference room, and she had gotten Mr. Johnston's permission to give one for me there on my
birthday. | wastold | was being taken out for lunch and when Tempie called for me a my desk | went
into the backroom to get my coat. (Mr. Johnston and | kept oursin awardrobe closet there)) Asl
passed through the inner office, he got this agonized look on hisface! When | stepped into the
conference room everyone was there, and | had spoiled the surprise! Tempie was going to have
walked me around the hall to get to the conference room door. | remember Dottie gasped, "Y ou dirty
dog!" After the luncheon | was opening the presents (some were "unmentionables’) and wondering if
LBJwould come waking in any minute.

RITCHIE: Aslong asyou are mentioning that group, could you tell me alittle bit about Rose
Mary Woods? She was here as Nixon's secretary when he was a Senator and then as Vice President.
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SCOTT: That'sright. I've known her for thirty years. She'sasweet girl. Asamatter of fact,
| usudly see her when | come back to Washington, and we have lunch severd times. Shelsavery
sncere and lovely person, sheredly truly is. | think the world of her. | hope shesnotill. Shetold me
the other day on the phone she was having some tests, and she was going to cal me. I've taked to her
acouple of times snce, and shesfine.

Rose was so0 devoted. They used to cdl her "the fifth Nixon." She till has an apartment at
Watergate which is a duplex up and down. | remember when she first came back when he was
Presdent, we dl went over there. They dways had the officid White House car standing outside the
Watergate where her gpartment was—2500 Virginia Avenue—waiting for her. They would drive her
to work in the morning and drive her home a night and so on. The car was dways there until she was
home for the night. Sheisvery religious. And she used to tel me—I'm sure it kept on through her time
when he was President—she went to Mass every morning. She and | are both Catholics. | remember
when she mentioned that.

Anyway, when she came back we went to vist her there. It was Ruth and Walter and some
other friends, including, | think, Liz Voth who used to work for Senator Schoeppd. She had so many
different pictures of the Nixons upgtairs in her den which she had on the second floor. Then, the
different years | came back | would see her, and | noticed most of the pictures were gone except one

that she has of Presdent Nixon and hiswife on thelr anniversary.
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It seemed like she had—not broken relations—but that she had decided it was timely now to take
them down, now that she wasn't working for him any longer. She has stayed in close touch with them
and attended the dedication of the Nixon Library in Cdiforniarecently. | helped her pick out her
clothesfor that occasion.

Sheisjust awonderful girl. Well, that getsinto the Nixon resgnation. Do you want to tak
about that?

RITCHIE: Ummmhmmm.

SCOTT: Wehad awindow in the Secretary's office that you probably remember, a circular
window with aformer verson of the Senate seal. 1t is o pretty. Y ou can seeit when you come up
the Senate steps outside the Secretary's office. | had a smdl televison set which | asked if we could
have there while the Watergate hearings were going on. | had it on very, very low. It didn't interfere
with our work because it was just going on so long. | remember when they got to the part when they
were saying about the Nixon tapes, | thought, "Oh, my word!" | think the man's name was
[Alexander] Butterfidd. He said that was dl taped. | flew into Frank to tel him. All of thisisgoing to
be something. That seemed to me that was the beginning of the end as far as the fact that he was redlly
going to beindicted by the House Judiciary Committee.

| remember the day that he resigned. | felt so bad—not only for Rose, but | thought being a
citizen—it had to be agony. Our
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Presdent had to resign. | redly fdt awful, and | thought how | would have felt had it been Mr.
Johngton, or Frank or something—my bossl And | knew Rose was very sentimental, and | thought,
"How in the world could | tll her | was thinking of her?* | knew if | caled the White House it would
be amad house; and | couldn't possibly get through to her. So | sent her atelegram.

Wed been friends al those years. Of course, | didn't see as much of her because she was so
busy. But we pick up whenever we get together again. | talk to her sometimes by phone from Pam
Springs. She's aterrible correspondent! [laughs] Once in awhile shell send a card with something
pretty on it, but she doesn't write like alot of people do. But, anyway, | sent the telegram.

RITCHIE: What did the tedlegram say?

SCOTT: I think | just said | wasthinking of her. | just wanted her to know | was thinking of
her. That was the main thing—to know that thereisafriend sanding by. She wrote me aredly sweet
letter afterwards, in acknowledgment. She dways talks about those days.

Severd of us used to have these luncheons. Ruth Watt was the "mother” of this group. Every
summer when | would come back, we'd have al the girls together, and sheld take pictures. Thiswent
on for saverd years. And at one of the luncheons we were kidding Rose about writing abook. She

sad that if she ever did write abook it would be something about her trips because she made
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al those trips with him. She had alot of different souvenirs. She just thought that might be interesting.

Onetime afew years back, | had just gotten a camcorder. So | took the camcorder and asked
her if | could take some of her apartment. So many of her keepsakes are things she bought on her trips
with him. | sad that would be interesting. | said, "Would you mind?' And she said, "No." So we took
alittle movie of her gpartment; and she liked it so well | got her a copy which she sent to her sgter.

She described as we walked around her gpartment al the different trips. When they went to Russa
and here, there, and everywhere, where she had gotten each souvenir.

Rose was just awonderful girl. When Presdent Nixon was Vice Presdent and he had the
office in the Capitol, he used to have us over once in awhile to see some of the things that he brought
back from those trips. He was very cordid. One time when he was President he invited us to one of
the White House prayer bregkfasts. I'm sure it must have been Rose's doing, but Dottie McCarty and |
wereinvited. That was when the Johnsons came, and | think he did that on purpose, too.

That was very nice because not only was the President there, but there was the whole Johnson
family. | think that was when Lynda was very pregnant.

If you redly want to talk about Rose alittle more, she was out in San Clemente for quite
awhile, helping him write hisbook. When | first went out to Palm Springs, she was going to come over

and see me one time, and to see Eloise De La O, who used to work
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for Senator Anderson of New Mexico, who was avery dear friend of hers. | knew her, too. Rose
sad, wouldnt it be fun for the three of usto get together. And | said, "Well, just come to PAm Springs
any time you can." But the only time she came to PAm Springs we couldn't get together because she
was with some other people, and she got al tied up with them. She kept calling me, but she couldn't
get away. So, shesad, "Any timeif you are up near San Clemente, be sure and call.”

My cousin and | were going to go up to Newport Beach, and we were going to op in La
Costaand have lunch there. | thought | would cal Rose, and Rose said, "Oh be sure and come over.”
So we went over to the Western White House. Thething | remember about that wasit was al under
patrol. Shesad, "I'll have your name a the gate, and just come on over."

So we went to alittle shop there in San Clemente, and we found out whereto go. It was
Saturday afternoon, and everything was red quiet. Nobody was on duty! No guards or anything on
duty which I had expected. There were these two gates, and we got out; we couldn't find anybody.
And my cousin and | thought, "Where is everything?' We saw something that was grey and looked like
atrash can. We went over, and we sarted trying to push the gate, even kicking it. All of a sudden this
voice came out of nowhere, "Can | hdp you?' [laughs|—out of the trash can! It turned out to be an
electronic system. | said, "Dorothye Scott to see Rose Mary Woods" Evidently, they had the

ingructions wherever this was coming from; and the gates opened up! Then we went in.
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The office was right on the Pacific Ocean. And her roomwas right next to his. Rosg's office
was very nice, and she had a patio overlooking the grass and the weater. Right next to hers was
President Nixon's office, and he had the same set-up. She said, "Oh, | would love to take you in and
talk to him; but heisworking on hisbook. And when he isworking on abook, he gets so degp into it
that you just can't interrupt him." Thiswas like about one-thirty on a Saturday afternoon. | thought we
were only going to be there about twenty minutes. Asit was, we stayed—I don't know—two and a
haf or three hours.

She had apicture of David Frost on alittle table next to a chair, and she told us such interesting
gories. She sad, when he interviewed the Boss—of course she dways cdled Nixon "the Boss."
"When he interviewed the Boss" she said, "'Y ou know whet he did?' "He would take the different
things and he would edit them, and he would take out alot of what Nixon said. And then he would put
inalot of what he hadn't said to Nixon! So he changed the whole thing around.” And she said, "You
know the reason the Boss did this was because he was having alot of suits againgt him, and he waan't
having the government to pay for any of the lawyers and expenses for the suits.” | don't know what
they paid him, but she said, "Those are the reasons why he did it." She said that she had come back to
Washington for something—I don't know if it was an operation or what—but she wasn't there when the
interviews actualy went on. She said, "If | had been there, | wouldn't have
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let the President do that! | would have inssted that he just do it live without any changes"" See?

So much so that when she was asked by Barbara Walters for an interview, she told her, "I'll be
glad to do it; but it's got to be live. It cannot be changed.” So shelearned. | didn't seethat. | wish |
had known about it. | would have loved to have seenit. | bet she did aterrificjob. That wasjust one
of the things she talked about.

We were there so long and after awhile, Rose said that one of the other staff members whom |
had known back when President Nixon was Vice President was aso working. We went down to see
her in one other room of the suite of offices. Rose was saying lot of the different veterans would come
in with their families just to thank him for his efforts in connection with their return from the war.

We went outside her office onto her patio to take pictures. And we looked in, and there he
was, gtting there. He had aflag right there, by his desk. He turned around as though to say, "Well,
who isthis?' [laughs] Sowe saw him from adistance. It wasred funny. My cousin is acomedian;
and when Rose and | |€ft the office, we walked down to see one of the other staff members who was
working late Saturday afternoon, whom | had known. My cousin was at the door, right there where
Nixon was in the next office—oh, she was so tempted to go in! And she was saying, "l was gonna go
likethis' [hand intheair, familiar Nixon gesture] "I am not acrook!" [laughg] But, of course, she
didn't dare!
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Wehad plansto meet thisfriend up in Newport Beach and had no idea it was going to be so
late. So my cousin Marilyn caled he—Emily Holden, aformer friend from Philadephia— and said, "'
am cdling from San Clemente” She wasn't paliticaly oriented. She said, "San Clemente?' Marilyn
was S0 excited because there we were. Rose said that she would have liked to take us over to the
manson—that's what they cdl it, the Western White House—but Tricia was having some kind of a
party. We did see his golf cart, though, the Rolls Royce-front golf cart that had been presented to him
was right there by the entrance to the mansion.

Asl say, | was privileged that Rose would let us come. | had no idea that we would stay that
long! It was probably dow for her; he wasin there writing. | think, too, | redly, truly do, that she
gppreciated that we were good friends and she had been through a rugged, rough time—the fact that
good friends who would stand by. Thisisthe way weve dways fdt, and sheisavery dear friend of

mine

RITCHIE: Back inthe's50's, it sounds like there was alot of socidizing between the parties.

SCOTT: Yed Oh, definitdly, yes

RITCHIE: And partisan loyalty didn't keep people apart.
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SCOTT: No,itdidn't. When | started out with the Secretary of the Mgority, Mr. [Carl]
Loeffler was Secretary to the Minority. Winnie Burgess Sanborn DeWeese—she married three
times—was his secretary. And she and | were very close friends. We were there so much at night.
Her office wasright next to ours on the gallery floor at the Capitol. We would go down to the Senate
restaurant and have dinner before going back up to the office. | remember when Mr. Loeffler was
elected Secretary of the Senate, and he went downgtairs to the Secretary's office, | wrote her alittle
poem that "the upgtairs loss was the downgtairs gain.” She was going down to the Secretary of the
Senaté's office. One was the mgority; one was the minority. But we worked very closdly, absolutely.
When Senator Henry Cabot Lodge defeated Senator [ David] Walsh of Massachusetts, Winnie sent
Senator atelegram: "Wheeeg!"

RITCHIE: Itwasaniceddeof the socid life of the Senate.

SCOTT: Yes. Non-patisanship. Asamatter of fact, dong that line, in those days they used
to say some of the Senators would redly debate heatedly on the floor, and they could come off the
floor with their arms around each other. | think it was good because they worked together—despite

the system of checks and balances.
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RITCHIE: Wel, | wanted to talk about some of the Senators of thetime. But thereisone
Senator who seems to have stretched the boundaries of al that when you were there, and that was Joe
McCarthy, who was a big force in the Senate for along Stretch of time.

SCOTT: Oh, yes. Foralot of bad things.

RITCHIE: Couldyou tdl me about McCarthy and your views of McCarthy?

SCOTT: Yes Wadl, | remember | first met him when we were going up to the cafeteriain the
Senate Office Building; and Vic Johnston worked for him. Hewas very cordid. And, of course, he
was the chairman of Ruth's committee for awhile. We would go over to the Carroll Arms sometimes
for lunch. And he would send drinks over to us. He was very gppreciative, I'm sure, of Ruth; and we
were with her for birthday luncheons and things like that.

Vic Johnston was the one who followed Truman around—I mean who followed Mr. Biffle
around, remember when Truman was running againgt Dewey. Remember that? And | remember there
was a cartoon in the paper, it was supposed to be alittle plane following Mr Biffle around back at that
eectiontime. Vic Johnston was doing that.

RITCHIE: Keepaneyeonwhat he was doing?
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SCOTT: Yes But Senator McCarthy—it wasjust terrible. | think the thing that stayed in my
mind—I don't know if it was Time magazine or Newsweek with a picture—a portrait—of Senator
McCarthy and—it was black! All the mud he was throwing at everybody ese was coming on hisface.
It was terrible—so much o that it was kind of strange, not funny.

My cousin was so excited about al the McCarthy hearings, more so than the Watergate
hearings. And you know that [Joseph] Welsh, that lawyer. My aunt and my cousin from Philadelphia
were S0 interested. They wanted to come down here and wanted to know if | could get them into the
hearings. So Ruth arranged for them to have seats. And, you know, they wouldn't stay with my father
and meout in Siver Spring. We had ahome in Slver Spring, then. They wanted to stay & the Carroll
Arms[laughs]. They wanted to stay where the things were going on. Of course, they did; and they
went to some of the hearings. But then | remember | was driving around one night and we passed the
new State Department building down there a 21t and Virginia. And Aunt Louise said to me, "Is that
where dl the communigs are?' [laughs] And | felt so bad!

At the end, Senator McCarthy would stand there on the Senate floor with a blank piece of
paper. And he would wave it around. He would say, "I have here alist of communigtsin the State
Depatment.” | think, findly, everybody got his number after the hearing.

Waan't it Welsh who said to him, "Senator, have you no decency?' That was very dramdtic. |

remember he would try so hard
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to have the newspapermen pay attention to him. They used to follow him down the hall and everything.
He was redly news for awhile. He tried so hard to have them pay attention; and finaly they wouldnt.

| think he got very, very frustrated. And, of course, back in those days he married—I think her name
was Jean Kerr.

Senator Millard Tydings from Maryland was running for redection, remember? And they got
some pictures together and they put them with Hoffa or someone, and this was one of the reasons that
Senator Tydings was defeated. | knew him. He was avery dignified, fine man. It got to the point it
was just terrible.

| was at an Adminidrative Assstants party over in the cafeteriain the new Senate office
building, | guessit was, and somebody came up to me when | was waiting for the elevator and said
Senator McCarthy had just died. He had been in the hospital for liver problems because of dl his
drinking. 1 guess his broken heart and frustration and al brought it on. | remember so well how the
word spread at the party that he had died.

After that, it was probably one or two days later, Jean McCarthy was dlowed through one of
the rules of the Senate to have his casket in on the floor—right in the Senate Chamber. And she did
that. She did everything she could to get back at the Senate because the Senate had censured him, and
he was redly just kind of taken care of and "condemned,” that's the word, | suppose.

Anyway, there was his casket in there on the Senate floor; and nobody went near the place. It
was right across the hall from me—across from the Secretary's office. Nobody! Nobody went in dl
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day long. | think that was kind of cold. Along that line—just as a contrast, we were talking about
Senator Lucas the other day, when Senator Lucas died, Margaret McMahon (his Adminigtrative
Assgant) put some flowersin on his desk in the chamber after he died. | was thinking of the difference
for Senator Lucas, the former Senator Mg ority Leader, the little honor, the flowers that spoke alot.
And Senator McCarthy lying there al day long and nobody going near the place. | remember that very
well. You had the emations and the fedings. There he was—right acrossthe hal. And nobody went
near.

| know Ruth worked closely with him and everything, and I'm sure he was a hard worker; but
he went around about it the wrong way. Hejust lied, and it dl came back to him like that portrait on
the front of the magazine.

RITCHIE: Did it creste adifficult aamosphere in the Senate? All those charges?

SCOTT: Oh,Ithink so! Oh, it wasterrible! And that new word "McCarthyism" was the
result of it. 1t wasaterribletime, | thought. It wasjust aterribletime. And | was sure that Ruth had
loydties to him and so on, and he was very nice persondly, whenever we would see him at the Carrall
Arms. That's where we used to have some of our birthday lunches. Some of the girls would go over

there. Butit'sashame. He could have had a different career entirely.
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RITCHIE: What about him persondly? You said he sent drinks over. Did you ever have
any chaswith him a dl?

SCOTT: No, not persondly, not one-on-one. At that first day | met him, hewasfirg in line
behind me going into the cafeteria. And Vic Johnston was there, and he was introducing him. And as|
say when | was with Ruth he would come over to our table at different times. | knew some people
from his gaff, but | don't think | redly got to tak to him like some of the others.

| wasjust thinking about some of the others. Like, when | was just walking over here from
Union Station, | was thinking about this building the "Hart Building." And | remember when Senator
[Philip] Hart first found he had his cancer. Heand | sat out front on the Senate steps a the Capital.
He was waiting for somebody; and | was waiting for somebody. | was just sitting there, thinking about
how much | admired him. He just took it all without any upset condition. They got a hospital bed for
him a home, and he knew it. He was very cdm about it. | was thinking how proud he would be—the
Hart Building.

RITCHIE: Wadl, they named it for him while he was ill in the Senate—December of '76.
Just before he died. So he did know.

SCOTT: Sohedid know, yes. He was a nice person, very quiet and nice.
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Widll, anyway, that's the story of Senator McCarthy. Those were terrible days, | thought. The
sad thing about that was al the different people whose careers he ruined—all the things held say about
them. And then, when they found out the charges were lies, that news would be placed back in the
back part of the newspapers. Y et they had made such news. People are gullible—like they are about
[Ross] Perot right now [laughs)].

RITCHIE: Sincewere taking about variousindividua Senators, | took out a copy of the
Congressional Directory, | picked up 1956, mid-way in the 1950's, and | thought if you just took a

look down theligt.

SCOTT: All right.

RITCHIE: And made some references to some of the Senators. George Aiken is number
one, and you've been talking about him. But just looking over the names may remind you of other
individuas who stood out in your mind.

SCOTT: There was Clinton Anderson. Hewasvery nice. Asl say, EloiseDelLaO
was his persona secretary. | remember he was at one of the conventions, | think he was with Mr. and
Mrs. W. H. McMains who had been with Senator [Carl] Hatch; and Mr. McMains had worked with
us on the Platform Committee at two conventions. | don't think Mr. Johnston was there. It wasa

social occasion,
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and Senator Anderson was very nice and friendly there a the Democratic Convention.

RITCHIE: It was Senator Anderson who "fixed up" Henry Jackson with his secretary a one
point. Mrs. Jackson was a staff member for Senator Anderson

SCOTT: Yes That'sright. That'strue.

RITCHIE: It'sinteresting the relationship between Senators and secretaries and their staff.

SCOTT: WEél, and Senator Long of Louisianamarried Carolyn Basin. She worked for
Senator Hoey. And she became Senator Long's second wife.

RITCHIE: Wel so many of the secretaries have been called a"second wife' because they
take care of the Senators so much; and they devote themselves for their whole lives, redly. Even
beyond their political career.

SCOTT: That'sright. That wastheway it wasfor Lolaand Senator Aiken. She worked for
him back when he was Governor—worked for him for twenty-six years. And then his wife would

comein oncein awhile
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There was another little story there [laughs]. Back when Senator Aiken was there, Mrs. Aiken
did comein onetime. So Lolaand Betty Quinn, | think it was, were trying to bered cordid to the
Senator'swife. They stopped what they were doing. After dl, it was Mrs. Aiken, and they wanted to
be friendly. So she went home and told the Senator, and he told Lola, that they didn't have enough
work to do and they weren't working very hard. Here they were trying to be nicel  After she passed
on acouple of years, then Senator Aiken would go with usto dl the swimming parties and dl the
different things

Lolawould go with him to dl the different functions and be his Washington hostess. He wasthe
one who used to fed he was being red frugal. But there were alot of expenses then, when you have to
have a place here and a place back therein Vermont. And then aso dl the expensesin connection
with the Cherry Blossom fedtivities and dl the things you had to host. | remember, he used to say that.

One of the campaigns they had—you remember they had to report before and after expenses
they incurred—and one report showed he had spent $14.75 in the campaign!  He and Lolawere so
well known around. He was an "old shoe," and they were very, very closefriends. | thought the world
of them. 1 think | mentioned | had the first wedding reception luncheon a my office which was so nice
for me. | fet so thrilled, and they seemed to enjoy the wedding cake.
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That's something €l se about Lola, too. When people asked her about her age because she was
younger than he, she would say: "Anybody who would tell that would tell anything." And then there
was another thing she said when they were going to ask her, shéd say, "Wadll, if you have enough nerve
to ask methat, | have enough nerve to refuse to answer.” She was pretty much on the ball. They were
just alovey couple.

Senator Aiken was so interesting. He would say so much in such ashort way and short time,
He was o succinct. He would go right to the point, and | dways fdt and think alot of people felt that
he was adviser to so many Presidents. And he would do what he believed in no matter what! He was
completely unsdfish. To me he was avery interesting person and a very interesting Senator, and | think
| could say was agood friend.

| have his diaries, which he autographed for me. And one time a couple of years ago Bill and
Harriet Ridgely and | were over and spent the night up a Lolasin Montpelier, Vermont. And she had a
couple of his books and wanted to know if | wanted one. She said she would autograph it. | said,
Wl the Senator himsdlf had autographed mine.

Senator Magnuson came in when | had Senator Aiken's book on my desk, and he said, "Oh,
I've got one of those. Will you get him to autograph it for me?" | thought that was so funny. Asking
me to get Senator Aiken to autograph it. Senator Aiken loved feeding the pigeons, too; and | have
pictures of him standing outside the Senate Office Building doing that.
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Thereis something el se there kind of frivolous about the Senators. Can | tell you about that?

RITCHIE: Sure.

SCOTT: It'swhen | becameablond [laughg]. | went down to FHorida one time with Dottie
McCarty and her sister. People had suggested to me about doing that, and | asked them to be sure
and let me know if they didnt likeit or if they liked it. And when | came back it was big news
[laughs] Senator Aiken—thisiswhy | remember this—camein and we had this archway as you come
into my inner office. And he backed up in the archway like he was going to faint. [laughs]

And then Senator Magnuson camein. And he stopped right in the middle of the room, and he
looked at me, and he said, "Wel!"

Senator [John] Stennis didn't likeit. | ran into him onetime in the hdlway, and he said, "Oh,
please, go back to your dark hair." That's a persond thing, but Senators were so interested.

RITCHIE: Wél, they were observant.

SCOTT: And then to makeit redly worse, our number thee girl, Linda, had blond hair. And
Flosse had dark hair, and here | was with the blond hair. So the next day, just to be funny, Flosse
decided to wear ablond wig. When she went into the inner office, Frank said, "Oh, my God. You're
adl giving me aheart
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attack!" [laughs] He made her go around to the ladies room and take the wig off. Our chief
messenger Dozier was red black, and hewas kidding. | said, "Everybody is making such afusd" He
sad, "You can imagine how it would beif | camein with red hair.”

So let melook at thelist. Oh, hereis Senator [Alan] Bible. He lived in Silver Spring, and |
lived in Slver Spring. | used to teke the train in once in awhile, and he and some other friends used to
play bridge onthetrain. What wasit he would aways say, when I'd comein. "Here comes Miss
America” But anyway they had time for just one round of bridge from the time they got on thetrainin
Siver Spring until they got down here.

Here's Prescott Bush.  That'sthe Presdent's father. He was so handsome. Hewasredly a
hunk. Hewastall and handsome, and that was interesting because | think | mentioned it's kind of
revolting to stop and think of it. When Senators Stevenson and Taft camein, | had known their fathers.
And George Busgh's father was there—Prescott Bush.

Senator Styles Bridges was very nice. He was very closeto Mr. Loeffler and to Winnie. He
was very nice that way.

RITCHIE: Hewasavery powerful Senator &t thistime.

SCOTT: Yeshewsas. Let'ssee. Senator [Harry] Byrd. Of course he was so much older.

When | first came to the Senate, he used to give those luncheons out there—yes in Winchester,
Virginia. Hed have lunches in connection with the Apple Blossom
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Queen like that out in Berryville. | remember hearing about those. And | knew some people who were
on his gtaff, but | didn't get to know him very well persondly. For along time, | think, before he

retired, hewasill. He wasn't around very much. | remember that.

RITCHIE: He had one of the few committeesin those days where the chief of staff wasa
woman, Elizabeth Springer.

SCOTT: Elizabeth Springer. Oh!' I'm glad you mentioned that. | had forgotten al about her.
Shewas afirg woman chief clerk of acommittee. And when it happened, boy, | cdled her up and
congratulated her. | said, "Thisiswonderful! | remember that sowdl. | sad, "Thisisredly ared-
letter day” for her to get that position. Elizabeth Springer. Yes, | remember her.

RITCHIE: Shehad been his secretary? What was her post?

SCOTT: Shewas on the committee. | don't know the background too much there. Thereis
something relevant to that. Henrietta Chase worked for the Senate Finance Committee, and Lee
Parsons was the Chief Clerk there. Lee Parsons retired and then "Hank™ Chase got the same position
not too long after that, as Chief Clerk of the Banking and Currency Committee. So there were two

women who did that.
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| mentioned Senator Clements. Senator Clements, of course, was Demoacratic whip—back
when everybody was sick. | think | mentioned that in some of the other things we talked about.
Senator Johnson had had the heart attack, and Mr. Biffle had burstis, and Mr. Johnston had had a
nervous breskdown. Senator Clements was the whip, and he was working those long hours. And
Bobby was the Assistant Secretary for the Mgority. Senator Clements worked very hard.

| knew his daughter very dightly, Bess Abdll, who married Tyler Abell. And then Tyler Abdll
bought that restaurant down near the water—"the Gangplank," resembling aboat. Frank and Jamie
and his mother and | went down there for dinner. | told Jamie the boat was going to start going any
minute. [laughs]

Then Bess Abdll, his daughter, became socia secretary to Lady Bird at the White House. But
Senator Clementswas very nice. And | have some nice letters from him. | think he was very
apprecidtive. He was from Kentucky, and he had had Christine Johnson, who was a staff member of
mine, on hissaff. He was closeto Mr. Johnston. | felt like he was very approachable and friendly,
and he was in there pitching when Senator Johnson wasill. He went down to the Carousd opening.
(Bobby Baker's place at Ocean City, Maryland.) Hewas down there. | think he was very interesting,
and very easy to talk to and very approachable.

Price Danid. Hewas from Texas. Hewas kind of arebd, too.
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Now Senator Dirksen, he was redlly something. | don't know whether I mentioned this before
or not. Senator Dirksen, a one point, got up on the Senate floor because of some congressman on the

House sde—the name Gross, I'm not sure.

RITCHIE: H.R. Gross?

SCOTT: Probably. | don't know what the circumstances were. But Congressman Gross got
up and he was saying some bad things about some of the women in the Senate. | don't remember what
brought it on. But Senator Dirksen stood up the very next day, and he made alovely speech. It'sin
the Record someplace. | guessit's back there in the '50s, saying about the dedication of the women in
the Senate and saying how hard we al worked. | thought that was very, very nice.

There was another little story about Senator [Jacob] Javits along thet line. But | won't mention
that. Hewasjust the opposite. Senator Javits.

RITCHIE: What do you mean?

SCOTT: Senator Javits didn't have the same respect for Senate women that Senator Dirksen
did to get up there on the Senate floor after this Congressman had said that.

Senator Javits wife wouldn't come to Washington at al. She was keeping avay fromit. The
only thing | remember Senator Javits
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for istha he hired thefirgt girl page. He had the first page who wasagirl. And when | was going
through Senator Byrd's book, | read that he also hired the first black page.

Senator Dirksen was adear. One night Senator Dirksen was on TV, he did awalk around the
Capitol. And hewastdling alot about different things. We dl watched it. And some of the things he
sad—I don't know where he got some of the things— werewrong! He was just trying to make a
good story maybe like Senator Barkley used to do.

John Gomien and his wife—a hushand-wife team—who worked for Dirksen were dso good
friends. | dso knew Bill Stevens and some of the other peoplein his office, and they were dl very
friendly. Thetop staff people you worked with al the time, and some of them through the
Adminigtrative Assistants and Persond Secretaries Associ ation—those were the two top people. So
you would see them there socidly.

Senator Dirksen was aredl character. He was an interesting companion on the other side for
Senator Johnson.

Oh, there's Senator [Paul] Douglas! | remember that face sowell. At one of the
conventions—it may have been Philadel phia—he was trying to get the attention of the person who was
presiding. It was Spesker Rayburn presiding. But he had spoken so much his voice was awful! |
remember it wasrasping. It cameacrosson TV. It was"Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman. Mr.

Chairman.” And his voice was going.
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| had a dear friend who worked for him, too. Kay Kenny from lllinois. Sheisthe person |
remember in particular from his office. Some of the Republican Senators | didn't know that well.

Senator [James] Eastland, of course, was agood friend of Mr. Johnston, who was from
Missssippi. Hewas dways very cordid and very nice and gentlemanly. | felt some of the Senators
redlly looked to me like Senators. Senator Tom Conndly with hislittle ribbon tie, and then Senator
[Clyde] Hoey with hislight hair going over his collar in the back. Then, of course, Senator Barkley and
Senator George.

Senator [Allen] Ellender from Louisiana used to have luncheons. And he would make—it was

redly fish sew—I'm trying to think what he cdled it.

RITCHIE: Gumbo.

SCOTT: Gumbo! | knew there was aword for it. He would have them in his persond office
over in the Capitol, and | attended some. Besides the gumbo held have these pralines, and they were
delicious. I'm trying to think, | knew one of his secretaries. | was on atrip to Mexico later on with the

Congressiona Secretaries Club, and she was a very good friend—got to see alot of her.

RITCHIE: Didyou know Grace Johnson?
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SCOTT: Oh,yed [laughg]

RITCHIE: Shewas closeto Ellender, | guess, and to Carl Hayden. She's popped upina

number of these interviews.

SCOTT: Hasshe? [laughg]

RITCHIE: Severa people have referred to her. Tell me about Grace Johnson.

SCOTT: Wédl, | don't know. The rumor was she was going with Senator Ellender. And
Senator Hayden kind of took care of the older women. Y ou know what | mean? | never heard him
say it—but | think, possibly, Senator Hayden felt they had done their bit; but he was redlly trying to
help out. And I think thisiswhy he was trying to help Grace.

Grace was redly something. | guess she did go with Senator Ellender. | never confirmed that,

you Know.

RITCHIE: Hewasabachdor.

SCOTT: Yes It wasnever confirmed, and yet people seemed to know it. There was one

time when Joe Stewart was a page—I can't remember exactly, but | think Joe was approached by

Graceto
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get the Senator off thefloor. And | think Grace gave him ahard time.

But she was very friendly and cordia to me. She was older, and she was kind of a character
who liked to throw her weight around as being socidly involved with a Senator and atending different
things. You'd hear the name, Grace Johnson, and everybody would go, "Uh ohl" Shewas going to
comeinandtak alot. But shewasharmless. | guessthey did go together.

RITCHIE: Sheworked on the Rules Committee.

SCOTT: I'mtrying to remember. | think so. Yes. | don't remember having much associaion
with her or contact. Officidly. | knew her socidly off and on, used to see her at different things, but |
don't think she had much to do officidly. One of them is till back there in Rules Committee. Bill
Cochrane.

Therewas one fellow. | can't remember hisname. Harrison! Gordon Harrison. Hewasa
character. He was Rules Committee, too; and that was back in Grace'stime. Gordon used to come to

alot of the Adminidrative Assstants meetings. | had forgotten dl about Grace. Ian't that interesting.

RITCHIE: A lot of people mention her, and | was curious about her.
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SCOTT: Ohyes | admit, shewasn't one of my closer friends when | would go to lunch or
anything mysdf. Shewasn't amember of what | caled the "family" group but she was dways there,
somehow, in the background. Mr. Johnston would have these expressions on hisface. | could read
exactly how he fdlt; whenever Grace Johnson was mentioned, held go like this [wrinklesfacein
demondtration]. I'm sure Emery felt the sameway. | don't know whether Frank even knew her or had

any contact with her.

RITCHIE: Shewaslikdy to givethem ahard time?

SCOTT: Yes. |think so. | think she was after things. And | imagine probably the Senators
felt embarrassed or would try because of Senator Ellender. For his sake, they would try to
hel p—would do anything, whatever.

Then there was Senator [Sam] Ervin of North Carolina. Senator Ervin | felt was ared
"senatory” Senator. He looked like a Senator. | went to Philadelphia one time on the train to see my
cousin, and Senator Ervin and | rode together, al the way to Philadelphia. He was so friendly and

talkative, so niceto talk to. Then, of course, later on he chaired the Watergate committee.

RITCHIE: Hewas one of the Senators who lived over in the Methodist Building. There was

alittle community of Senators just across the street.
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SCOTT: Acrossthe direet, yes. And Emery had lived there for awhile, | think, possibly even
before he was married.  Senator Hayden, | think, lived there.

Senator Hayden was so nice. Hewas a"work horsg" and not a"show horse.” He would get
things done without much talk at dl. A lot of the people were in there sounding off, and he was so
quiet, but yet he was very interesting.

| don't know whether | mentioned about Senator Hayden. We had some kind of aresolution
to honor him. He had been the first member of Congress ever dected when Arizona came into the
Union. | think it was 1912. We got the documentation and everything about when he first came to the
Senate. Maybe it was because he was here so many years. We got the documentation when he came
firg to the House, then to the Senate. Then he was here when we had the biggest appropriation bill in
hisory. Maybe that iswhat sarted it. 1t was very elaborate. He was, | think, very wel loved—like
Senator Barkley was. They were both in the same category: respect, and love, and everything there.
Although, of course, as | mentioned Senator Barkley was a little more persona [laughs].

Senator [Alan] Frear, hewas ared doll. When the roll would be cdled or anything like that,
he would ydl out, "Here!" Red loud. When | was secretary of the Association of Adminidrative
Assdants and Secretaries, | wanted to do something different. | think the first meeting after my
election was around Easter time so | decided to have an Easter bonnet contest for the girls. | thought
that would be fun. | got Senator Frear and Senator [Frank]
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Lausche to be judges. And Ingrid Rundvold. She was fashion editor of the Washington Post at that
time. So they were the board of judges. Senator Frear, Senator Lausche, who was very friendly and
everything, and Ingrid. They got such abig kick out of that. But Senator Frear was very nice and
approachable.

RITCHIE: Hewas pretty close to Lyndon Johnson.

SCOTT: Yes.

RITCHIE: Wasthereagroup of Senators who would hang out in the Secretary's office more
often than others?

SCOTT: Some. | think you'reright. Yes. | knew somebody who worked in Senator Frear's
office who ran—one of histop men ran to get the nomination for the Senate. It was Bob Kelly. And
he only lost by avery few points. But Senator Frear was very lively and everything. He was a greet
oneto judge the hats. We had prizes for the prettiest, and the funniest, and the most unusud; and we
had arecord player and had it play, "A Pretty Girl isLikeaMéeody." All the different girls would come
and walk around with their hats. That was fun. [laughg]

Then there's Senator Fulbright. | have alittle crazy story about Senator Fulbright. Senator
Fulbright had been chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. And thisis when Joe Duke
was Sergeant at Arms. Mr. Johnston was Secretary of the Senate.
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And | needed anew desk chair. So Joe Duke, who was such ajoker and everything—he was such a
good friend—he said that Senator Fulbright, as chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee, was
going to have anew chair ordered for him. So, he said, "I'll get you hischair." Of course, hewasa
Rhodes scholar. He said, "Maybe some of it will rub off on you." [laughs] So | got Senator Fulbright's
chair, which was very nice and very comfortable.

Senator Fulbright, we respected alot, too. | mentioned the other day when we had the
Pentagon Papers how he was there—it was so embarrassing. There was the Chairman of the Foreign
Relations Committee, and he was very nice and cooperative about it.

And then theré's my friend, Senator George. He's the one whom | felt very, very closeto. We
used to see alot of him back when he and Senator Barkley would come to G-43. They were very
persond, and very nice, and very friendly. Always.

RITCHIE: Senator George was sort of a senator's senator.

SCOTT: Hewasasenator's senator, absolutely. He was so dignified. | think whenever he
gpoke everybody redly listened. | went to adinner honoring Senator George at which Happy
Chandler was present. And everybody—I remember that, too, everybody got shocked because he
made a speech and it was dl very formd. And Senator George was formd; and yet, in awarm, lovely,
friendly way. But, ill, hewasforma! And the whole dinner wasin his honor. Happy Chandler got
up there and he cdled him, "Walter."
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In the speech. [laughs] And everybody did adouble-take! We were shocked! Even his wife always
cdled him "Mr. George."

Then, when Senator Tmadge—Herman Tamadge—was going to run, Senator George would
have run againgt him. Senator George decided he didn't want to run against him. He had run against
hisfaher. So hesad he just didn't want to run againgt him. So at that point, | guess he finished the
term. That wasit. He finished the term, and he didn't run for the next term. That was when President
Eisenhower appointed him Ambassador-at-Large. | remember when he was going to Europe, he
asked meif | wanted him to get perfume or something.

Mr. Johngton, | think, felt very close to him, because Mr. Johnston was chief clerk of the
Finance Committee before he was dected Secretary of the Mgority. And | remember when Mr.
Johnston was sworn in, Senator George was President Pro Tem. He was the one to swear in the
Senators and so on.

At one point—I don't know what term thiswas, if this was another term or Mr. Johnston's first
term as Secretary of the Senate—I was up in the gallery to watch, and Senator George was there. He
announced it and he forgot to put up his hand to shake hands. Mr. Johnston was standing there with his
hand out. [laughs] They were close, of course, because of their association then. | think he and
Senator Barkley, the "Gold Dust Twins" were my favorite favorites.

There was Senator Goldwater. | didn't know him well. They used to have the different
dinners, and Senator Goldwater used to
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talk off-the-record at some of those dinners, particularly the Gridiron Club dinners. They said he was
so very clever. He was close to Joe Duke. Of course, he was a photographer and a ham operator and
apilot. Hedid al kinds of things

| remember a the convention at Atlantic City and the greet, big billboard: "1'd rather be right”
with Goldwater. | guess he never got any further than that. That was the high point when he was going
to be nominated for President. But | think they kind of gill would ask him for hisadviceand so on.  Of
course, he was very conservative.

And there's Senator [Albert] Gore of Tennessee. Hissonis here now. He was & one of the
conventions, when Kefauver was nominated. | remember | was talking to him back at the convention.
He was very friendly.

Oh, thereis Senator Green. Senator Green is another little one. | don't mean to be
disrespectful, [laughs] but Senator Green was like Senator Hayden in away. Hewaslike alittle
package. He would comein quietly. | remember how he walked everywherel Helived at the
University Club, and he used to walk back and forth. There was one night—ared, cold night—either
November or December, and Kay Kenny and | were going to go down to the Statler to hear the singer
Hildegarde. She had her car, and | had my car; and we decided to follow each other in our cars down

there, so we wouldn't have to ride back and forth and get our cars a the Capitol to go home.
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Anyway, | came out; and she got her car behind me. And there standing out there waiting for a
streetcar was Senator Green, and he looked so cold. There he was waiting for aStreetcar! | guessiit
was too cold for himtowalk. So | stopped, and | said, "Oh, Senator, can | giveyou aride. I'm going
right downtown. Can| giveyou aride?' And hesad, "Well, sure”

So hegot in. | wasgoing to tell him where we were going and what we were going to do. And
0| sad, "My friend and | are going to go and listen to Hildegarde.” And | said, "She'sright back
there." And he turned around and looked in the back of my car, and he said, "She's not here” | meant
she was back in the car behind me! At one of the conventions, Senator Green was on severd of the
committees. I'm trying to remember if he was dso on the Plaform Committee. | had some dedings
with him about committees. He was on so many committees, and he was so busy, he couldn't
remember which one he was supposed to go to next. Redly! | remember | was trying to straighten
him out onetime.

Then, of course, he was—quote—a "fredoader.” And the stories were that he would go to all
those cocktail parties for hismeals. They said he dso used to go to People's Drug Store, and held eat
there at the counter in People's Drug Store. Can you imagine that? Sitting up at the counter! | think he
had been Governor, and | think he came to the Senate probably when hewasin his sixties. He was not
ayoung Senator.

At the convention he was going al around doing his job, but he was just confused about where
he was supposed to go next. He
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had al those credentials hanging on him. | think he needed something for another mesting, and | had to
get it for him. We had alot of contact with him at the convention.

RITCHIE: Hele&t when hewaswdl in hisningties.

SCOTT: Hewas quite elderly when heleft. And Eddie Higgins. Oh, gee.

RITCHIE: EddieHiggins?

SCOTT: EddieHiggins, yes. Eddie Higginswas histop man. He was a character, too, and
very colorful. Everybody knew Eddie Higgins worked so closely with Senator Green. One time Dottie
McCarty and | went on a Congressiona Secretaries trip to Puerto Rico. | think there were forty-eight
of us, and Dottie and | were roommates. She was one who worked with the different Sergeants at
Arms. Aswe checked in, aclerk there said, "Does anybody here know Eddie Higgins?'—aof the group
of girlswho were there. One couple was on their honeymoon, too. One man and girl. And, of course,
we said, "Oh, yes. We know Eddie Higgins." We wondered why they asked us that.

The next thing we knew the porter was taking us up to our room, and he had the key; and the
key didn't work. And we thought, well, we didn't think too much of that. And then we went up on the
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next floor. And it turned out we had gotten aduplex. We had gotten not just one room with bath, we
had gotten an upstairs and downgtairs. And we thought it was because of Eddie Higgins because |
think they had alot of contact with Puerto Rico. I'll never forget that. We had everything updairs, a
bedroom, another bath up there, telephone and abalcony. So of course we had to have a party in our
downgairsin our living room. But that was al because of Eddie Higgind

RITCHIE: Thereareacouple of cases where you have very elderly Senators with younger,
more active staff people. Higginsisone. Roy Elson for Senator Hayden.

SCOTT: Roy Elson

RITCHIE: | think of Senator [James| Murray's son.

SCOTT: ChalesMurray.

RITCHIE: Werethere some cases where you found it was easier to work through the staff

than it was through the senator because the senator wasn't redlly dl together any more?

SCOTT: Wéll, possibly. That might have been the case with Higgins and Senator Green. Of
course, there is another thing—and I'm not inferring that there was alot of it. But a one point
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there was talk about nepotism. And that's a little bit off the subject. | told you about Senator Aiken
taking Lola off the payroll when they were married. But that's different. Anyway, dong that line they
did have some charges of nepotism. Vance Trimble of the Washington News, that little paper, brought
that up, and the Senate was sued. | think | told you about that, and that was the reason we had the
Secretary's report.

I'm just trying to think if there were any family members| ever dedt with in the Senators
offices. | don't think s0. | guess, there was possibly staff like that. There was one thing—thisis
something else—about Martin Zweig over in Speaker McCormack's office. | had known Speaker
McCormack, because he was our Chairman of the Platform Committee &t the different conventions.
Martin Zweig was not his top man—but he was like number two man. And | heard that he would call
up—talk about dedling with people, the top people—he would cal people and mimic Congressman
McCormack, and he would say, "Thisis the Speaker." Hewas very pushy, | remember.

Onetime he was trying to find out something from us. And Mr. Johnston was very perceptive.
Findly, I think Martin Zweig wasjailed for something. It was something that he was trying to do
through his association with Speaker McCormack. | think that was certainly an example of somebody
on the staff who went too far—trying to run things.

And | imagine—I don't know what €lse he did—but | know through us you could tell he was
just pushy, and Mr. Johnston was
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ressting that. | think probably the Senators felt they had to have somebody they could really trust to
introduce legidation. | think, too, that some of the top people had to be derted not to let the
newspapermen get too close to them. They had the Senate interns, and some of the interns would talk
among themselves and try to think they were important. So there was afine, deicate line there that you
had to redly watch out for as far as Saff was concerned.

Senator Ligter Hill, he's somebody esewhom | liked. Senator Hill would come over to you
and say, "How are you, young lady? How are you, Miss Scott. Fine. Fine. Fine" Hed answer it.
Hewaskind of cute. He wasredl Southern, and he was very nice.

Senator [Spessard] Holland | thought was very friendly and nice and dignified.

And, oh, hereis Senator Humphrey. Senator Humphrey was redly something. He would
dance by my desk. He wouldn't walk by my desk—he would dance by my desk! He was very
friendly. 1 don't know whether | mentioned the other day or not—how he started making speeches
right away when he came to the Senate, and you're supposed to be quiet for a couple of years. He
was never quiet about anything. [laughg] | felt kind of sorry for him. He was in such a spot when he
was Vice President about the war and everything. He was trying to support the President, and that put
him on such aspot. | dwaysfdt that he had ahard time. But he certainly carried it off well. And
theré's something €l se about him—I don't know where | got this, but | remember hearing it—but
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they said that had he been dected President that he was going to have pardoned Nixon. He was going
to have done something in some way—redly, pardoned him for the whole country if he had had that
power. That was one of the things he talked about. | don't know where | got that, but | remember it
very well.

Of course, he died and was never dected President; but | think that maybe had he lived, he
would have tried to do thison hisown. That evidently was something he wanted to do.

His wife was appointed to his seat. | remember at the convention in Horida, when Senator
McGovern was nominated, and Humphrey wasn't nominated, there was a picture of Muriel putting her
head on his shoulder. It wasso sad. Then after he passed on, Murid married again. One time when
he was Vice President, | had a friend with me at the White House. He came over to us and greeted us
warmly.

Let'ssee. Senator Jackson. | thought that he was very nice. I'mtrying to think. Therewasa

drive for Jackson one time for President.

RITCHIE: '76.

SCOTT: Yes | leftin'77 so | don't remember that too much. | just remember that it

happened. He was very friendly and very nice. "Scoop” Jackson. Senator Magnuson was one | felt
closer to, the other Senator from Washington. I'll get down to Magnuson later on.
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And, of course, LBJ. I'm ill telling things about him. [laughs] | probably have some other
notes, too. Maybe | can add to them about LBJ. | told you when he was Vice President he wasin our
office frequently, too.

Oh, Olin Johnston. He wasreal Southern. He was the one who took me for arideup in
Philadel phiato cool off from the convention hall. Hewasnice. [laughg] | don't think | ever felt that he
ever did any greet, big thing. | don't think that he accomplished an awful lot. But, he kind of reminded
me of Senator [Burnet] Maybank. We haven't gotten down there yet. Of course, he was another time,

wasn't he?

RITCHIE: They were both Senators from South Carolina.

SCOTT: Yes Wadl, may | say something about Senator Maybank?

RITCHIE: Sure

SCOTT: Senator Maybank used to chew hiswords up. And he would start talking. Besides
having this Southern accent, he would start talking in the middle of a sentence. He would say
something, and by the time that the sentence was over, you'd try to think: "Now what was that about?"

And then you would go back and try to think. | would think: "How in the world does anybody work

for him?" He would come up to my office in G-43, and | couldn't figure
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out what he was saying. What did he want meto do? That was so difficult! And his Southern accent
was bad enough. | thought: "How does his saff ever carry out hiswishes?' "How do they take his
dictation?' | sound like I'm being criticd, but | remember that. Isn't that funny?

Oh, theré's Senator Kefauver. Senator Kefauver with his coonskin cap and everything. | don't
think | told you about the day he died.

RITCHIE: No.

SCOTT: Thisiskind of spooky, and it's not my imagination. It's what happened. Senator
Kefauver cameinto our office. He was dways very suave and very gentlemanly, and | remember |
had seen him someplace out in Georgetown one evening when | was with some people and he was
very friendly—and very nice looking.

Anyway, it was about two days before he died—or maybe the day before. He cameinto my
office, and he was aways formal, and held shake hands. Thiswas his Southern bearing. He cameto
my desk, and he shook hands. And | looked at his hand, and oh, it wasterrible! 1t looked like it was
going to be adead person'shand. Isn't that horrible!’ He came up. And | looked at his hand, and |
thought, "Oh!" Jugt for aminute. It kind of came over me. And he went in, and nothing more after

that. He was in there with one of the Senators.

U.S. Senate Historical Office Oral History Project
www.senate.gov/history 221



That was probably late in the afternoon, and | don't know whether it was that night he died or
the next day. One or two days later his Sster cameinto our office. | don't know whether she thought
he had been poisoned. She came into our office, and she wanted to see exactly where he had been
that night, how long he stayed, where he sat in the inner office, what he did. 1t wasterrible!l She came

into our office, and, of course, | was thinking, here | had thisawful premonition.

RITCHIE: Was his hand cold, or white, or?

SCOTT: Itwasdl white. He had this cdm, quiet Southern way, dignified and friendly, but
dwaysforma. Hewaan't relaxed like some of them were. And he gave me his hand to shake hands,

and | had this premonition—ian't that awful?

RITCHIE: Wdl, hedied of aheart attack; so | suppose it was asign of poor blood

circulation.

SCOTT: It must have been that. That was probably the reason. But when she camein, it was
upsetting, because Mr. Johnston got Vernon who was our headwaiter who had probably served him
something insgde. She was very upset. | don't know what she thought, but she was probably redly so
upset that she felt she had to come in and see where he had been. It must have been the same night, |

guess. | don't remember the details. 1t wasn't in our
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office, that's for sure! Maybe he went someplace afterwards. But she was very meticulous. Like a
detective. | thought that was very strange. Like his hand.

Then Senator Kennedy. Senator Kennedy was not a member of the "Club." Hewas not in the
Secretary's office very often. Occasionaly he would come in and he would stresk right through. Some
of the other Senators would stop and say, "How are you today?," or "How are you doing?" or talk a
few minutes. Like Senator Byrd would st down there right by my desk and just be friendly. But
Senator Kennedy was dl business, and that wasiit.

| told you about the different luncheons when Jackie would send over alittle basket holding his
lunch with a child's warmer under it. Then, of course, | wrote my article about the inauguration. But

back when the assassination occurred. Should | go into that?

RITCHIE: Ummmhmmm.

SCOTT: | think | have some other notes. | don't know if | can remember dl the things | was
thinking. But back at the time of the assassination, we were out of sesson; and we would take turns
working. If we werefairly busy, which we usualy were, we would have two people on and one off.

And then if we werered, red quiet, we would have one person there and two off.
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When Kennedy was assassinated, Christine Johnson was there; and, | think, Rose Ann. | had
this townhouse over on Capitol Hill which | wasrestoring. | did al the woodwork antique white and
gold. | was over there working like mad. And | heard it ontheradio. And, oh, | was just so shocked!
| caled the office, and Christine said, "Oh, its so terrible. All of the Senators are coming in here
crying.”

| wasn't actually there to see the reaction of Senators, but shetold me. It wasjust so sad. |
think | probably told you | was out in Dalas years later. But the assassination—you just couldn't quite
believeit. | remember afriend and | went down to the White House the day they brought President
Kennedy's body up to the Capitol to liein state. We were down there when the whole procession
garted, and when they had the horse with the boots turned around—the riderless horse. The drums
beating. And we came from there back to the Capitol, dong with the procession.

Then, of course, they had his body in the Rotunda. That was when Senator Mansfield made
that goeech about "how she put her ring on hisfinger." And theré's more about thet that | don't want to
include. Anyway, we stood outside and heard Senator Mansfield's speech coming over the
loudspesker. The man next to me had alittle trangstor radio, and that was when [Lee Harvey] Oswad
was shot. The whole thing happened when they were having the services insde for Kennedy, and this
man had thislittleradio. | wasthinking, "What isthat?' | was lisening to Senator Mangfield's
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gpeech on the loudspesker and thislittle radio going about the shot of Oswad. Thewholething, it all
came together.

His casket was lying in state, and then the Senators and members of the House were dlowed to
go around first. Then the Senate employees. | remember we walked around the casket. And people
were walking around dl night long. | had atelevison set in my bedroom at my father's house, and |
woke up—I guess| was up and down thinking about it—and | woke up at two o'clock in the morning,
and there it was on TV—they were il going around at two o'clock in the morning. | came down the
next day and | drove al around. and | think it was about eight blocks on each side of the Capitol where
people had been standing in line, because there had been litter and things dl over the pavements and
everything—they had been standing in line sixteen blocks—eight blocks each way, going around the
casket dl night long.

| remember hearing that Bob Kennedy came down with Jackie that night when al the people
were walking around, and they were waking around the Capitol grounds. He wastrying to hold her
hand and comfort her as they walked. | had amovie cameraat that time, and | took some movies. It
was redly so historic to me. | took some movies just about twilight time, of the Capitol when he was
lying in Sate before the funerd the next day. | just wanted to preserveit. And | dso went
downtown—I was driving around taking the movies downtown, and al the different store fronts had
pictures draped in black of Kennedy. Not just Washington but the whole country was grieving. That
was redly something.
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The next day, this same friend wanted me to come over to her gpartment because she fet so
sad, shewasredly crying. And she said, "They killed our president.” 1t was just awful. So | went
over to her gpartment, and we watched part of the funeral procession as they went over to Arlington
Nationa Cemetery. And then, five yearslater it was Bobby Kennedy right next to him where the
eternd flamewas. Bob Kennedy just had avery smal cross. We just kind of dl lived through that. |
remember my Dad and our housekeeper, we saw so much of it—like everybody did—on television,
those four days. My cousin and her husband gave me arecord that had alot of the speeches that were
going on and alot of the commentators reports about the emotiond fedling. 1t was just so awful!

And, of course, remember that was when Jack Vaenti was out there when LBJ was sworn in.
| knew him, and Mary Margaret Wiley who worked for LBJ married Jack Vdenti. | remember she
used to come back to see LBJ quite alot. And the child would come and say, "Hello, Mr. Prez." |
saw Jack Vaenti by himsdf in Hawali a couple of years ago, and he said that he and Mary Margaret
werethere. | sad, "Tdl her hello." Those wereredly the days.

The assassination was such atraumatic time. We dl lived through it. It wasterrible. Then
LBJ made that speech to the Joint Session, "let uscontinue. . ." | fet that it came straight from the
heart and was very sincere. He wasn't trying to create an image like he was in some of his other

gpeeches. None of that corny stuff. | thought it was a marvel ous speech, because he
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wanted everybody to try to pitch in. The Presdent's gone, we haveto carry on. | fed likel lived

through somered crazy times.

RITCHIE: Some very dramatic times.

SCOTT: Sad and dramatic and happy and everything ese. That iswhat | said at my
retirement party. Some interesting moments.

Well, let's see, another thing about President Kennedy, one time when Jackie came to the
Capitol for something, my two girls, Christine and Rose Ann, wanted to see her. We were having a
Senators luncheon which we had so frequently, and we needed two of usthere. It wasjust too busy
for two of the girlsto go to lunch and only have one person there. | ingsted at least two of us were
there and hopefully three if we were red busy, because Senators were coming back and forth, and LBJ
was there. He was having us do things.

Anyway, Jackie came—and she used to wear thelittle pillbox hat and everything—and she was
coming in for something. Both my girls got dl excited and went out and see her. And | got mad. We
were having aluncheon insde. | had to get one of my messengersto help me come and answer the
phones. And thisis funny because Mr. Johnston was there then. They both had to go out to see
Jackie. | sad: "If | could do thiswork by mysdlf, you wouldn't be here.” | said, "I need three people.
And thisiswhat you're here for." Redly! Everything was kind of amadhouse. Mr. Johnston was just
furious about it. [laughs] Oh, boy! We had
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quiteatime. And it wasredly not good for me because he was trying to back me up, but you know
how girlsare. He got carried away. | must have said something for him to know, because | wanted
them to know that was their job. They had to stay. | redized they wanted to see her; but, | mean, the
job camefird.

He got so mad about it that he called them in and gave them a big tak, which was embarrassng
tome. And after that, he caled them in asecond time. It was overkill. He said, "Any time you even
want to go to the ladies room, you ask Miss Scott—before you go out of thisroom.” It wasterrible,
and | thought, "Oh, no." Then he made me go downgtairsto cal and report to hiswife. He said, "Don't
you cdl from the office. Y ou go down and cal Wanda and tdl her that | told the girls off. Tell her
what | did." She must have said, "Y ou be sure and tell them.” But we had to do something because |
was afraid it was kind of going to set aprecedent. If anybody interesting came, they would just go and
fly off and leave their work. | called Mrs. Johnston, and | said, "He made me come down and call you
to tel you he bawled the girls out, not only once but twice."

All thiswas because of Jacki€'s gppearance. Of course, they were so glamorous. It waslike
Camdot. | guesswell never have anything quite like that again. And | think we are a young country, it
was S0 glamorous. But | think asfar asthe overdl program, | don't think he got as much of the
Democratic program through as LBJ did. | think that was atribute to LBJs reations with the Congress
and with the Senate. | redly truly do. That's
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going far afidd. (I have both of Presdent Kennedy's books, which he autographed for me. | treasure
them.)

RITCHIE: Ontha note, | remember when Elizabeth Taylor was a Senate wife, and how

when she came to the Capitol everybody would find an excuse to go downgtairs to take a look.

SCOTT: | mus tdl you about that, too. | heard one time that she was over in some meeting,
or some reception, over in one of the committee rooms. She even got up on atable in the Committee
Room, for some reason.

| went out to their farm—Senator [John] Warner's farm—a friend of mine had tickets. Of
coursg, it was a Republican fund-raiser thing, but we went together. About four hundred people were
there, including Maureen Reagan. It was interesting to see the farm and everything. And Rose Woods
was there. Rose was kidding me, "What are you doing here?'—with dl these Republicans. | told her |
was spying. That was the weekend that Elizabeth Taylor left him. She was going to go up and beina
show in New York, "The Little Foxes," and nobody knew she had left. A lot of the people who went
to the fund-raiser and reception thought she would be there. She wasthe big draw. The place was
very interesting. They had a pretty little house, and a bridge that went over a siream. But the most
unusud thing was they had a big barn, and inside the barn was a swimming pool. 'Y ou would never

think of aswimming pool being insde abig, old barn! But thereit was. We were therefor |
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forgot, barbecue or reception, something like that. But Elizabeth was nowhere to be seen.

And dong that time, when Senator Warner was running, | knew Elizabeth's mother dightly out
in PAm Springs. | went to aNew Year's Eve party a Helen Rose's. She was adesigner for MGM
who won some Oscars, and Mrs. Taylor was there. Betty Kraus was with me. She cameto vist mein
Pdm Springs over New Year's. | introduced Mrs. Taylor to Betty Kraus, who livesin Arlington. And
she was saying, "Where are you from?' And Betty was saying, "Oh, I'm from Arlington, Virginia."

And she said, "Are you going to vote for my son-in-law?" [laughs] Senator Warner.

May | talk alittle more about Elizabeth Taylor? Back when Senator Mansfield was leader,
Elizabeth Taylor wasinvited to his Leader's office for aluncheon. She didn't come by my office, but
she went around there and they said the story was alot of the Senators who were going to be guests at
Senator Mandfield's luncheon told their staffs not to bother them at dl! 1t waslike alot of little boys
parading in to see her. Then one of the pages came in to me for something, and he said that he had just
escorted Elizabeth Taylor up to Senator Mandfidd's office. He was saying, ™Y ou know she's not very
tall. She's short, and she has black dacks on and so much makeup.” That was just one of the
celebrities who used to comein. There are some others dong that line, too, but that's getting awvay

from the Senators. I'll leave them for some other time.
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Let's see where we were now. Senator Kerr, | mentioned him the other day about his horse.
Senator [Harley] Kilgore, | knew him dightly. He wasn't one you remember too much. He was kind
of colorless. | think he was serious and conscientious but colorless.

Senator [William] Knowland, | remember him!  Senator Knowland always was very stirong,
and he would take great big strong strides. Hewas like abull in achinashop. But | fet like he was
grong. Strong in hisdedings. Every place he went it was aways a strong image to me.

And Senator [ Thomas] Kuchd, | liked Senator Kuchd. He was from Cdifornia, and |
remember | walked with him one night out of the Capitol, and he was saying that Cdiforniais such a
crazy state. We have so many different kinds of people out there to represent. He was saying it was
so unusud, and | think maybe that is when he decided not to run again— | thought, since | live out
there. He was very friendly and niceto talk to and very approachable, and | liked Senator Kuchel.

Senator Long, as | say, he married Carolyn Basin. Senator Long had gone to some dinner
party onetime, and | remember he went in on the Senate floor at night in adinner jacket. Of course, |
shouldn't say thisto sound disrespectful, but he was "mushmouth.” He would talk, and it was awfully
hard to understand. | was down at Baton Rouge with a Congressiond Secretariestrip onetime. We
went down to New Orleans and Baton Rouge, and we went to the Governor's mansion there. We

went into the room where Huey Long had died. Remember he had been assassinated, too. They were
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telling us dl about it, and | remember, too, we were in New Orleans when his Uncle Earl was running
again. And you remember the Blaze Starr story? We saw her. But Senator Long was aso interesting.

And Congressman Jmmy Morrison was down there during our Congressional Secretariestrip.
He entertained for our group. He was very popular in New Orleans. And that was dl very interesting.
But going back to Senator Long, | had afriend who lived in the gpartment building where he did. This
was after hisdivorce. They had parking underneath, and she had parked in his spot onetime. Kay
Lasch, her name was, she worked for the War Department, the Pentagon. | knew her back when |
worked at the War Department years ago. She was afraid he was going to be real mad that she had
parked in his space. Hedid tell her about it; and, of course, she was very gpologetic. And then he
invited her over to his gpartment to come and hear some records. Senator Long was so friendly and
everything like that.

Senator [John] McClélan, let me see, thefirst time | got to see him was during the convention
in 1948 in Philadelphia. | don't think he was on our platform committee, but he wasthere. Mr. Biffle
was Sergeant at Arms, and | think it was about the second or third night | was there. | went to Mr.
Biffle's office and we worked out of there. Juliette Tucker was there, and she was just closing the
office so we could go to dinner. And Senator McCldlan camein, and stayed and stayed. We couldn't
get rid of him.  We wanted to go to dinner, and he just stayed and talked.
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| fill know Marjorie Nicholson, who was his persond secretary, rather well. She and Betty
Kraus and | were down at the convention in Florida. Margie was very conscientious and she kept
cdling the office. He used to cal her "MissMargie" | guess that was the idea from Arkansss, red
Southern. Shewas never "Margie.” And even Jeannie Ragland on his gaff and some of the others
adways cdled her "MissMargie" because they got this from Senator McCldlan.

I'm going into some of the people more so than the Senators.

RITCHIE: That'sokay.

SCOTT: And Senator Pat McNamara, | don't think | have any stories about him. | thought
he was very colorful, but I don't think 1 have anything persond to tell aout him.

Senator Magnuson is one of the few people whom | told when | bought my place out in PAm
Springs. He hasaplace out in PAms Springs. That's why. And he used to be in our office frequently. |
didn't want to tell anybody. | particularly didn't want Frank to know because | thought he would think |
wanted to retire, and | redly didnt. My cousin and her husband had moved out there from
Philadelphia, and 1'd been out to see them over Eagter. And | thought what a marvelous investment it
would be. So the second day | was there | bought a condo right near them—Pam Springs Country
Club. | knew Senator Magnuson had a place out there, too. | wanted to tell somebody, and | thought
he would be interested
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because of hisplace. And he had bought his place many, many years before. His home out there was
up red high. Some of the people in PAm Springs like to ook up & the mountains. But his place was
high, and he looked down.

He invited me out there. My cousin and | went over one time, and his wife, Germaine, was
very nice and very friendly, and we saw their place in PAm Springs. She used to call me about different
things back when he was till here a the Senate. She said that when he was out there in PAm Springs
he didn't want to be bothered with anything from the office. And she said, she used to call his s&ff his
"bees" in the office. All the beeswould be caling him buzzing around him dl thetime.  She said she
made the staff listen to her and go dong with her request that they would only cal once aday when he
was out there—only one daily cdl from the office staff. Y ou can understand. So much so about the
bees that she findly crocheted some pillows with bees on them for the girlsin the office.

Hewas very friendly and very nice. Out in PAm Springs Bob Hope had aplace, and |
remember there was abig fire; and | remember | noticed that back then when | would go there—I had
my place rented that | had bought. And | would go out there and visit my cousin when | could just on
holidays. Senator Magnuson and | were talking one time about Bob Hope's place, and he said it had
been like that for along time after the fire—all you could see was the iron structure. It was awful! Of

course it'sway up high on ahill and you could seeit dl over PAm Springs. He said,
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findly, the City Council made Bob Hope do something about it. He was agood friend of Bob Hope's,
you know.

Then when he | eft the Senate, Mrs. Magnuson was talking about the fact that over there where
they lived—at the Shoreham—they had a parking space. In addition to the apartment they owned a
parking space for something like $10,000. They were trying to sell their place, and she was caling me
to seeif | would know anybody who would be interested in the gpartment or in the parking space.

He used to be apainter. He used to send Christmas cards, and the Christmas cards he sent
were facamiles of hispaintings. When | was out therein PAm Springs, | saw some of the originals.
And | met her daughter by a previous marriage—and the grandchildren out there. One time, her eyes
were bad; and he was someplace else, and she had to go to the airport to meet him a night. And she
wanted me to drive her down because their house was way up high. She was worried about that. She
was alovely person. And I'm not sure but | think she passed on before he did.  She had some kind of
cancer. But they were both just lovely people. And he was very easy to know and very charming.

He was one of the few people whom | told thet | bought the place in PAm Springs. And | told him,
"Dont you tell Frank.” [laughg] | didn't want him to think | would just go ahead and leave.

Senator [Mike] Monroney | thought was very interesting. He was very nice and easy. And
something nice about that that he did. | don't think people know these things. | have avery dear girl
friend who later worked for Senator Lucas before he was defested.
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Then she went with Senator Monroney. And, when her mother died, Senator Monroney had a stained
glass window put in the church here where her mother used to go. Herein Washington. Wasn't that
nice? That wasanice, persona thing he did for her. And | don't think that she was his top secretary,
but shewasin the office. | thought that was very sweet of him. As| say, nobody knows these nice,
little things. Then she worked out a NIH, and | think he's passed on now hasn't he?

RITCHIE: 1 think so, yes.

SCOTT: | think he has. She worked out a Nationd Ingtitutes of Hedlth, and she said he was
coming in. He had suffered from depression. Sheran into him inthe hal, and | think she must have
been told he was going to be coming out there for treetment. She said she realized he was coming into
the mentd trestment section, and she said it was embarrassing. Sheran into him in the hall, and she
didn't want him to know that she knew what he was coming to NIH for. So she said she talked to him.
He wanted to know about her job. She wasin charge of patient travel al over the world for NIH, and
she was talking to him about that. And she was trying to cover up the fact that she knew he was coming
in asapatient, and not on official business.

Then we have Senator Morse, the "Five O'Clock Shadow.” [laughs] There wasthe story
about ahorse that he had. | think he had aranch where he kept ahorse, and | guess the horse kicked
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him and broke hisjaw. Everybody was laughing because then he couldn't make the big, old speeches.
He would gtart speaking every night on the floor about 5 o'clock. [laughs] Isn't that awful ?

And Senator [Richard] Neuberger, | thought that he seemed very nice. He was just kind of
easy to talk to among the Senators. | never got to see him very much, and then, of course, his wife,
Maurine Neuberger was gppointed to his seat when he died. | think | mentioned she tried to be one of
the boys, and | think that some of the other Senators didn't like that too well. Then she married a
psychiatrist after that.

Then Senator [Joseph] O'Mahoney. | liked Senator O'Mahoney. He was one of the old ones
whom | knew years ago. | remember he was very nice. | don't have any particular story, but he was
nice. | mentioned before, he and Senator Mangfield and | went together to welcome President
Eisenhower home onetime.

And there's [John] Pastore. Now, Senator Pastore | thought was an original. | used to see him
on Holy Days over a the Catholic Church. One time Frank wrote him a clever letter on his
birthday—something about " Senator O'Pastore.” But he was like another little package—like Senator
Green, physicdly. | knew people on his staff pretty well. | used to see him over there at church.

Of course, Senator [A. Willis| Robertson, he's the one whose son is a preacher now, isn't he?

Senator Robertson looked like a Senator's senator, too. He was dignified, tal with gray hair,
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very quiet and very gentlemanly. He reminded me of an old Southern gentleman. He wasn't very
gregarious.

And Senator [Richard] Russdll. | dways thought that Senator Russell should have gotten
further asfar as politicsis concerned. | mean, heredlly had brains. He and Senator Johnson were so
close. On Saturdays they would come over for luncheon in our conference room, and | think hewas a
person Senator Johnson redly relied on for guidance and reaction and advice. | think he was very
"high" in Senator Johnson's book because they were very, very close. He was another quiet, Southern
one. Very, very dignified. Very gentlemanly. But more so, much more active than some of the other
Southern Senators. And as | say, | think he gave Senator Johnson alot of good advice.

And then he, like Margaret Chase Smith, toward the end of his service, had to come around on
alittle electric scooter. He would come into our office, and it broke your heart to see him. It wasn't
too long after that that he died. He died on an opening day of the sesson. When we heard the news,
Frank said, "Well, | guess, Senator Russdll felt he couldn't live through another session of the Senate” |
think he had retired by then; but that was the day he died.

RITCHIE: Hewas4ill in office when he died.

SCOTT: Washe?

U.S. Senate Historical Office Oral History Project
www.senate.gov/history 238



RITCHIE: Yes.

SCOTT: Wel, that wasit, then. | remember Frank said | guess he felt he couldn't go through
another sesson. It wasso sad. But the main thing | remember about him was that he was so close to
LBJ.

| don't know whether he had been married one time years before.

RITCHIE: No, never married.

SCOTT: WEél, | guess| could mention something further [laughs]. Thisis about both
Chrigtine Johnson, whom | told you was one of my assgtants. She used to date him sometimes. And
we used to have some luncheons given by Colond Jackson, thisfriend from Texas. | don't think he
was a particular friend of Senator Johnson's, but he was from Texas, and held bring al the steeks, and
he liked to have the Senators to the luncheon.. Then my girlsand | would have them, too.

Anyway, every time wed have the luncheons, 1'd have Chrigtine cdl the offices and invite the
Senators by phone. And she didn't care for Jackson at al. Senator Russell was one of the ones on the
guest list. Some of the Senators—it was embarrassng—some of the Senators felt about him like they
did about Grace Johnson. Burris Jackson, his name was. He was harmless, but he just got the biggest
kick out of giving luncheons for the Senators. That made
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him fed important. Christine would cal them, and one time, I've forgotten what it was—I don't know
whether she was being independent about it or something, | had alittle trouble with her sometimes. |
remember | had read this book, "Somebody Mug," it was about somebody who was abig Sster of a
family whaose parents had died, "somebody must do it." So | wastelling her, "If you're not going to do
it, I'll doit, but thisis one of the things you're supposed to do for me as my assgtant.” | think | kind of
shamed her, | said, "Well, somebody mugt, and I'll do it mysdf.” Anyway, one of the reasons that she
didn't want to cal Senator Russdll was she didn't want him to be bothered going to the luncheon that
Jackson was having. [laughs] Anyway, she couldn't get to him in his office, so findly she sent allittle
note to him on the floor. She was kidding about addressing it to "Dick Russdl."

But she did date him, and | think he just didn't want it to be known that he was going out with
somebody. She said that they would go to dinner, and he would come over to her apartment for
dinner, and | think shewas kind of mad. There wasn't anything wrong with it, he wasn't married, and
she wasn't married. There wasn't anything to be ashamed of, because she was anice, dignified person.
But for some reason he didn't want it to be known, | guess because he thought people would think he
was going out and maybe it was going to be serious. | think she was kind of irked, and | don't blame
her, that he wouldn't take her out. But shefindly
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wrote him alittle funny persond note and sent it in on the floor: ™Y ou'd better come to the luncheon.”
[laughs]

The sad thing about Colond Jackson's luncheons was that some of the Senators would decline.
We even had a back-up list for Colonel Jackson's luncheons if some of them would decline. It waslike
musica chars, wed put somebody ese in and they'd decline, and weld invite somebody ese. It was
terrible. It was kind of a standing joke, Colond Jackson's luncheons, and yet he was a good-hearted
soul. He thought this was wonderful to be able to have aluncheon in the Secretary's office. So that
was Christine and Senator Russl.

Senator Russall was one of the—not the "powers' but the "strengths'—that's the word.

Senator Russdll was one of the strengths of the Senate, on the Democratic side and of the whole Senate
asfar asI'm concerned. | want to be sure and say thet, because | redly fet that!

Senator [Leverett] Sdtongtal, | had a very good friend who was part of our group, not exactly
in that inner group but she was very friendly, Liz Voth, she was his persona secretary. She was raised
in Indiaand she was a very interesting girl.

Senator [George] Smathers was kind of a young, handsome Senator. He would come over to
our office to luncheons. | wasin some meetings when he was present. He had ayoung way with

everything, and he was very handsome. He was one of the younger Senators.
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RITCHIE: Hewascloseto Johnson, | gather.

SCOTT: Yes hewas. I'mtrying to remember the reason why | was in those meetings. | was
taking dictation and | remember Senator Smatherswastaking.  But he was very active and very "with
it." And Scotty Peek [Smathers adminigtrative assistant] was too. | used to see Scotty Peek out there
at conventions. But Senator Smathers was a glamorous Senator, | guess you'd say.

Senator Margaret Chase Smith. | told you how we saw her when we were dl over at that
restaurant, Mike Palm's. | think that she was a perfect lady, and everybody fdt that about her. She
was S0 loyd. Just think about that woman answvering dl thoseroll cdlsdl night long. A lot of the
Senators, being stronger than she, weren't even there. They wouldn't make the effort, but she did. She
never missed aroll cal until she broke her hip. Shewasredly alovey lady. And 1 think sheésnow in
her nineties. Senator Aiken had nominated her for President at one of the conventions.

Senator [John] Sparkman, | dways thought that Senator Sparkman had ayoung face. | haven't
thought about some of these people in so long, but he to me was kind of boyish. Not that he was
immature, but he just had a boyish persondity as far as1'm concerned. | think that's the main thing |
can sy about him.

Senator [John] Stennis, now of course with Mr. Johnston being from Mississppi, Senator

Stennis used to come in quite alot. There was awoman named Annie Rice, and she was his persond
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secretary. When they first came to the Senate | swear she called me every singleday. Wetried, in
addition to our orientation meetings, to get al the new Senators sarted. Annie Rice would cdl me
about everything imaginable, and | didn't ever meet her. Thiswasdl by tlephone. | did whatever |
could to help the new people. Onetime | went over to the Senate Restaurant and was having lunch at
atablefor four. Somebody and | were sitting there and these other two ladies sat down. | had no idea
who it was until somebody said to her, "Annie" | said, "'l bet you are Annie Rice. Y ou're the friend
that I've talked to so long."

Senator Stennis was close to Mr. Johnston. He was one of the ones who wanted meto go
back and be a brunette again. [laughs] He was dways very friendly and very kind, and took a specid
interest. He was very dignified and worked very hard. He was one of the onesthat I'd say was more
like ared senator. He was very sincere.

Senator [Stuart] Symington | thought was very interesting. | did a pencil portrait of him. He
was very handsome. He had been Secretary of the Air Force before he came. Oh, | have alittle story
about him: One day when Mr. Johnston was Secretary of the Mgority, he called up and | answered:
"Mr. Johnston's office." He said, "Isthis Mr. Johnston's office?' And | said, "Mr. Johnston's office.”
And hesad it athird time. Anybody esewould have said, "'l told you that!" But | didn't say anything,
| kept saying, "Yes, thisis Mr. Johngton's office” He didn't say who hewas, and | said, "May | tdl him
who'scdling.” By that time| think
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he knew | waskind of mad. So findly he said it was Senator Symington. The next time that he called,
and ever after that, hed call up and say, "Miss Scatt, thisis Senator Symington, may | spesk to Mr.
Johngton.” [laughs] But he was very good looking, and had quite an air. He was very warm.

Senator Strom Thurmond changed from one party to the other. Then he married that girl from
Duke. When hiswife was pregnant, as ajoke they had ashower for him! [laughs] After that, Jm
Ketchum [the Senate curator] was a good friend, and he was a practical joker. When Jm'swife
Barbara was pregnant, | thought it would be fun instead of having a shower for her to haveit for Im
Ketchum, to get back at him. So we did it like they did for Senator Thurmond. So instead of just
having girls for the shower, | had couples. | remember we got alittle child's highchar and alittle doll
with glasses like Jm Ketchum wore. But that was brought on by Senator Thurmond.

Oh, Senator [Alexander] Wiley was a big round faced person and very friendly. He used to
bring in Wisconsin cheese. One time hiswife called me, and she wanted a copy of the Senate sedl
because she was hooking a rug, can you imagine that, with the Senate sedl init! She worked on it for a
long, long time. But he was very friendly.

Now, Senator Pat McCarran isnt on thislist.

RITCHIE: No, he had died by then, and Alan Bible took his seat.
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SCOTT: That'sright. But Pat McCarran was very colorful. Eva Adams worked for Senator
Pat McCarran. Shewaskind of atradition at the Senate, too. That was back when the Administrative
Assgtants Association was first started and Mr. Johnston was a member. | used to go to some of
those things, and Eva Adams was there. Senator McCarran was very rdiant on Eva Adams. Out in
Las Vegas, Nevada they named the airport after Senator McCarran; and they named something after
her, too. When he died, | remember, Mr. Johnston had known Eva Adams redly well and they were
both commiserating with each other about his death. And then Eva Adams was gppointed Director of
the Mint, that was her job for awhile, and then | think she went with Searsin abig postion. Shejust
passed on ayear or S0 ago. My friend Betty Kraus, who used to work for Mr. Biffle, the year that she
cameto vist mein PAm Springs, had gone to see Evafirgt in Reno. Wewere dl kind of closer at that
time. But Senator Pat McCarran was very colorful with his white hair; and very friendly, too.

RITCHIE: Hisdaueisin the Capitol now.

SCOTT: Yes, | want to go and seethat. Wdll, that coversthelis.

RITCHIE: Wevetdked alot about Senators and their secretaries today. How would you

characterize the Senate as a place for awoman to work in the 1950s? Y ou knew so many of the
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women who held dl these jobs in the Senate. How would you describe it, as awoman, to work in the

Senate?

SCOTT: Oh, | thought it was just marvelous. There was only one point where | ever heard
any criticiam, but that was much later. There was acommittee—I don't know what staff members it
included—but some women, some Senate employees, made a report about the fact that some of the
women of the Senate, who had just as responsible jobs as the men, weren't paid as much as the men.
And they did something about that. Then after | retired, somebody gave my name to the director of
"Sixty Minutes,"—this was severd years ago. They cdled me and they said they weregoingto do a
broadcast about women being underpaid, and they asked if | knew anything about that. Of course, |
told them | had been retired for severd years, but | did know that before | retired there had been a
group that had hearings at the Capitol, and it was rather ironic that they found that the place where they
made the laws they weren't kegping up the laws about women's sdlaries. But | do think it wastruein
some cases that women did equal work, particularly in the Senators offices. Of course, the
adminidrative assistant was so0 often aman, and the personal secretary could be a woman—except for
Lola, who was the office manager in Senator Aiken's office, and some like that.

To get back to Rose Woods, it was the same, although that wasn't the Senate. When [H.R\]
Haldeman and [John] Ehrlichman were there they tried to cut Rose out as far as being close to the
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Presdent. They tried to put a wedge between her and President Nixon. So much o, | remember one
time she told me he was going off on atrip. She went on every sngle foreign trip with him, and this
particular time the hdlicopter was out there on the White House lawn, and he hadn't said anything to
her. She thought he didn't want her to go on thetrip. They were trying to keep her from going. He
was about to get on the hdlicopter, and he said, "Wdll, where is Rose Mary?' So they quick had to go
back and get her. She didn't have any luggage or anything. But she went out and got on the helicopter.
They were different, realy, men trying to cut her out. But she had alot of dedlings with the Senators
who would cdl. | remember she told me that when she was at the White House, the switchboard
operators had indructions not to cal the President but to call her, and she used to get cdls al different
hours of the day and night from Senators. She would not let them through sometimes, and tried to
handle some of them. | remember even Mr. Johnston couldn't get through one time, and he was saying,
"Your friend Rose" [laughg]. In other words, she was pretty strong in that way.

But that "Sixty Minutes' thing didn't go any further. Of course, | had been retired. | think if |
hadn't been retired they might have interviewed me more. But | did have this conversation with them.
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RITCHIE: It wasin 1970 that they did the sudy of women's sdlaries and pointed out that
there was sort of aglass celling, that there was just so far that women could go in terms of jobs and

sdaries around the Senate.

SCOTT: That must have been when it was. | retired in 77, and it was after that that "Sixty
Minutes' was going to investigate it.

RITCHIE: But that was when the women issued the report.

SCOTT: Yes, that must have beenin 1970. Wadll, it's been good talking about old times!

End of Interview #4
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