Democratic National Political Conventions
1832-2008

1832 DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

The Democratic convention of 1832, held on May 21 - 22 in Baltimore, is notable as the
convention where the Democratic Party formally adopted its present name. The party had
previously been known as “Republican Delegates from the Several States.” The convention
nominated President Andrew Jackson for a second term and nominated Martin VVan Buren of
New York for vice president.

Delegates to the 1832 Democratic convention refused to renominate John C. Calhoun as vice
president. Many Democrats opposed Calhoun because of his tariff policy and his defense of the
doctrine of nullification, which claimed that a state had a right to nullify federal laws within its
own borders. South Carolina, with Calhoun’s backing, supported the nullification doctrine. The
nullification debate foreshadowed the slavery controversy that would become the most divisive
national political issue in U.S. history.

The 1832 conventions played a crucial role in making organized parties a fixture of the U.S.
political system. The Democratic convention adopted rules that succeeding conventions retained
well into the 20th century. One rule based each state’s convention vote on its electoral vote, an
apportionment method that remained unchanged until 1940. The 1832 convention also adopted
the procedure of having one person from each delegation announce the vote of his state.

1835 DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

The second Democratic National Convention was held in Baltimore on May 20 - 23. It was held
a year and a half before the election in order to prevent the emergence of opposition to President
Andrew Jackson’s hand-picked successor, Vice President Martin VVan Buren. There were 265
delegates from twenty-two states and two territories. Alabama, Illinois, and South Carolina were
unrepresented at the convention. The nomination of VVan Buren was unanimous on the first
ballot. However, Jackson’s favorite for Vice President, Richard M. Johnson, barely reached the
necessary two-thirds majority on the first ballot, receiving 178 votes, just one over the required
minimum.

No platform was passed at the convention. The convention debated the issues that were most
pressing in 1835; slavery and states rights were major ones. There was a consensus for a
moderate position on slavery. In order to maintain the support of southern states, a majority of
the delegates felt that the decision to keep or abolish slavery should be made by the states and
not the federal government. In a letter accepting the nomination VVan Buren wrote that he would
generally continue the political policies of the Jackson administration.
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1840 DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

The Democratic National Convention was held in Baltimore on May 5 - 6. President Martin Van
Buren was renominated by acclamation. However, the convention refused to nominate a vice
president in response to controversy regarding Vice President Richard M. Johnson. He had been
a weak candidate in the general election of 1836 which had led to his distinction as the only vice
president elected by the U. S. Senate under the provisions of the Twelfth Amendment. A large
contingent of delegates was opposed to renominating him because of growing dissatisfaction
regarding his personal life. Johnson had lived for many years with Julia Chinn (deceased in
1833), a slave he inherited from his father. They had lived together with their two daughters
whom Johnson educated. This relationship was unacceptable to southern Democrats; at the same
time, Johnson continued to own slaves which led to a loss of support for Johnson in the North.
The convention decision was to allow state Democratic leaders to select the vice-presidential
candidates for their states.

The 1840 convention is notable for being the first in which a party platform was adopted.

The delegates clearly stated their belief that the Constitution represented the primary guide for
political affairs in all of the states. Where the Constitution did not define a role for the federal
government, the delegates determined that states should take the lead. For example, the platform
stated that the federal government should not become involved in subsidizing the building of
roads and canals. The delegates adopted a moderate stand on slavery. Once again slavery was
said to be an issue which should be decided by the states. Regarding taxes the platform stated
that no more should be raised than was necessary to defray the necessary expenses of the
government. Once again the Democrats opposed the establishment of a national bank. The
platform said that such an institution would concentrate monetary power in Washington in such a
way that would be harmful to the best interests of the people.

1844 DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

Delegates from every state except South Carolina assembled in Baltimore on May 27 - 29 for the
Democratic convention. The frontrunner for the presidential nomination was former president
Martin Van Buren, whose status was threatened on the eve of the convention by his statement
against the annexation of Texas. Van Buren’s position jeopardized his support in the South, and
with a two-thirds majority apparently necessary, diminished his chances of obtaining the
presidential nomination.

Van Buren led the early presidential balloting, but on succeeding roll calls, his principal
opponent, Lewis Cass of Michigan, gained strength and took the lead. Neither candidate,
however, approached the 178 votes needed for the nomination. With a deadlock developing,
delegates began to look for a compromise candidate. James K. Polk, former speaker of the
Tennessee House and former governor of Tennessee, emerged as an acceptable choice and won



the nomination on the ninth ballot. This marked the first time in U.S. history that a dark-horse
candidate had won a presidential nomination.

Sen. Silas Wright of New York, a friend of Martin Van Buren, was the nearly unanimous
nominee of the convention for vice president. But Wright refused the nomination, quickly
notifying the delegates by way of Samuel Morse’s new invention, the telegraph. George M.
Dallas of Pennsylvania was then chosen as Polk’s running mate. The 1844 Democratic
convention was the first to be reported by telegraph.

1848 DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

The Democratic Party’s fifth national convention welcomed all 30 states of the union to
Baltimore, Maryland on May 22 - 25, 1848. The front runner for the nomination was Lewis
Cass, a former Michigan senator, with a respected career in the military, cabinet and
international diplomacy. A full field of contenders arose after Polk declined to run for a second
term, but the numbers thinned by early 1848. Running against Cass were Secretary of State,
James Buchanan of Pennsylvania and U.S. Supreme Court Justice, Levi Woodbury of New
Hampshire. Cass won the nomination on the fourth ballot. Two ballots assured William O. Butler
of Kentucky of the vice-presidential nomination.

The most contentious issue of the 1848 convention and campaign was slavery. A Democrat had
introduced the controversial Wilmot Proviso into Congress, which, if passed, would have
prevented the introduction of slavery into the western territories acquired from Mexico. Cass had
favored the Wilmot Proviso, but later realized its divisiveness for the northern and southern
states. His nomination may, in part, have been due to his choice to support the ambiguous
position of Congressional and government nonintervention or “popular sovereignty” - leaving
the choice for or against slavery to the territories themselves.

The Democratic platform set limits on federal power over commerce, internal improvements, and
slavery, noting that “States are the sole and proper judges of everything appertaining to their
own affairs.” The platform decried the concept of a national bank and applauded the Mexican
war as “just and necessary.” The 1848 convention is noteworthy for the formation of a national
committee which would attend to party business between conventions.

1852 DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

Benjamin F. Hallett of Massachusetts, the first national chairman, called the Democratic Party to
order on June 1 - 5, 1852, again in Baltimore, Maryland. Procedural matters, including the
retention of the two-thirds rule, were quickly handled. The balloting for the nomination,
however, took two long days and 49 ballots. The major contenders were Lewis Cass of Michigan
who had won the 1848 nomination along with James Buchanan of Pennsylvania, William L.
Marcy of New York and the much younger Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois. Each candidate



represented the views of a section of the fractionalized democratic party and traded front-runner
status as the balloting continued, none gaining enough votes to meet the two thirds needed to win
the nomination.

In pre-conference discussions New England Democrats had persuaded dark-horse candidate
Franklin Pierce to consider running for the nomination. Pierce, an affable, undistinguished party
follower with two terms in the House and one in the Senate, agreed - against his wife’s wishes -
to run for the nomination if a stalemate occurred. His name was entered on the thirty-fifth ballot
as a compromise choice. He gained support in subsequent ballots and won on the forty-ninth
vote. Senator William R. King from Alabama was chosen as the vice-presidential nominee.

The Democratic platform reiterated many of the party’s resolutions from the previous
convention, including limits to the power of the federal government, the right of states to manage
their own affairs and opposition to a national bank. Exhausted by years of wrangling over the
economic, political and emotional issues of slavery, they resolved “That the democratic party
will resist all attempts at renewing, in congress or out of it, the agitation of the slavery question,
under whatever shape or color the attempt may be made.”

1856 DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

On June 2 - 6, the delegates to the 1856 Democratic convention gathered in Cincinnati, Ohio.
This was the first Democratic convention to be held outside of Baltimore. Three men were in
contention for the party’s presidential nomination: President Franklin Pierce of New Hampshire,
James Buchanan of Pennsylvania and Senator Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois. The Democratic
Party platform consisted of two segments, with the domestic and foreign policy sections debated
separately. Dominating the domestic section was the Democrats’ concept of a limited federal
government and the slavery question. The foreign policy section expressed a nationalistic and
expansionist spirit that was absent from previous Democratic platforms.

After 15 ballots, none of the three candidates had received the number of votes necessary to win
the nomination. On the 16th ballot, Stephen Douglas withdrew, and on the 17th roll call, James
Buchanan received all 296 votes, securing the nomination. Buchanan was popularly known as
“Old Buck.”

On the first ballot for the vice presidency, 11 individuals received votes. Representative John A.
Quitman, Mississippi, led with 59 votes, followed by Representative John C. Breckinridge of
Kentucky, with 50. Early in the second ballot, the New England delegations voted
overwhelmingly for Breckinridge, resulting in his nomination for the vice presidency.
Breckinridge was in the convention hall and announced his acceptance of the nomination. His
presence for both of these events was unusual during the early conventions.



1860 DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

Rarely in U.S. history has a convention been as tumultuous as the Democratic Party convention
of 1860. It was clear that the explosive question of slavery would be the dominant issue.
Delegates to the national Democratic convention met in Charleston, South Carolina on April 23 -
May 3. A bitter dispute between Northern and Southern delegates over the wording of the
platform’s slavery plank resulted in a walkout by several dozen Southern delegates. The
remaining delegates, led by Senator Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois, supported the Supreme
Court decision in the 1857 Dred Scott case, which nullified the Missouri Compromise’s
provisions giving Congress the authority to prohibit slavery in the territories. The convention
adjourned on May 3 without making any nominations.

On June 18 - 23, the Democratic convention reconvened in Baltimore with less than two-thirds
of the delegates to the original convention present. The delegates nominated Senator Douglas
for president and Herschel V. Johnson, the former governor of Georgia, for vice president. The
platform adopted acknowledged the difference of opinion on slavery among delegates to the
Democratic Party and underscored that the party would abide by the decision of the Supreme
Court regarding the question of congressional authority over the issue of slavery within the
territories.

The Southern Democrats who had walked out of the convention in Charleston met later that June
in Richmond, Virginia. Vice President John C. Breckinridge of Kentucky won the presidential
nomination, and Senator Joseph Lane of Oregon was chosen as his running mate. Their platform
supported slavery in the territories. The failure to reach agreement on the slavery question was
the most disruptive sectional split in the history of U.S. political parties.

1864 DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

The 1864 Democratic national convention was held in the Amphitheatre, Chicago, Illinois on
August 29 - 31. George B. McClellan and George H. Pendleton were nominated as the
presidential and vice presidential candidates.

The Democratic Party was splintered by opposing views of the ongoing Civil War. There had
been no clear leader of the party since Stephen A. Douglas had died in 1861. Those party
members wishing to see the Union preserved, even at the expense of war, allied themselves with
the Republicans as War Democrats or Unionists. Other Democrats (anti-war, often called
Copperheads) were willing to allow Southern independence including a return to antebellum
conditions. The lack of success in local elections by the anti-war Democrats weakened their
standing and the more moderate Democrats had a greater voice at the 1864 convention. These
moderates were willing to allow Southern independence but realized this was an unpopular idea
among the public and instead tried to play upon Northern discomfort with wartime restrictions
and changes. They appealed to Northern white social and economic fears regarding emancipated
African Americans.



Even with the party being divided, Democrats attending the 1864 convention had high hopes of
winning the upcoming election. The Republican Party was badly fractured along ideological
lines as well and faced a restless northern populace and an increasingly unpopular war.

George B. McClellan, former commander of Union armies, was nominated on the first ballot.
McClellan had not thought the war unwinnable, but believed Republican interference had cost
the North victory in the field. Democrats could now offer McClellan as a patriot who had tried to
win the war but now would end it by any means, even if it meant allowing the South its
independence. George H. Pendleton, an anti-war Democrat, was chosen as McClellan’s running
mate.

The party platform focused on the failure of the war, Republican excesses in the curtailing of
individual and state’s rights, and called for an immediate armistice with the South. The platform
decried the altering of pre-war racial balances through emancipation of slaves. McClellan would
later disavow the peace before reunion platform plank, and instead called for reunion to be a
condition of peace, in hopes of appealing to public sentiment.

1868 DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

The 1868 Democratic national convention was held in Tammany Hall, New York, NY on July 4
-9, 1868. Horatio Seymour and Francis P. Blair, Jr. were nominated as the presidential and
voice presidential candidates.

The Democratic Party suffered from remaining internal fractures that did not split the party but
caused party disharmony. The party’s depiction as the party of wartime disloyalty was an image
rightly or wrongly reinforced by the fact it was more popular and stronger in the South. President
Andrew Johnson, a War Democrat and Abraham Lincoln’s successor, sought to unify with other
Democrats and was at odds with Republicans, who eventually impeached him. Reconstruction of
the South and African American civil rights were important issues in 1868.

At the convention, Democrats emphasized their party’s stand for constitutional conservatism and
advocacy of limited government. A petition presented by the Women’s Suffrage Association
asking for the party’s support in gaining women the right to vote was not seriously considered.
Economic issues in the 1868 platform such as lower taxes, a low tariff, and a plan to pay off the
public debt were considered more important by the party. Slavery and secession were
considered closed matters. Immediate restoration of Southern states to the Union, amnesty for
political offenses, state regulation of suffrage, a reduction in the size of the military, and equal
protections for native and foreign-born U.S. citizens were other platform planks. Convention
attendees included William M. “Boss” Tweed, Clement L. Vallandigham, and former general
Nathan Bedford Forrest, a founder of the Ku Klux Klan.

Eight nominees were considered for the presidential slot, including Horatio Seymour, Andrew
Johnson, General Winfield Scott Hancock and Supreme Court Chief Justice Salmon P. Chase.



After twenty-three ballots a reluctant Seymour won the nomination. Seymour was seen as an
acceptable alternative for each faction rather than having to acquiesce to another’s candidate.
Francis P. Blair, Jr., a close associate of President Johnson was quickly chosen as Seymour’s
running mate.

1872 DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

Democrats convened on July 9 - 10 in Baltimore, Maryland, for one of the strangest political
conventions in history. In truth, the Democrats did not offer a candidate as the party was in deep
disarray. Instead, the Democrats endorsed the presidential and vice presidential candidates
representing the Liberal Republican Party, demonstrating their belief that this was the only way
to defeat a second presidential term for Ulysses S. Grant. The Liberal Republican Party, which
was short-lived, was created by members of the Republican Party who were disgusted with the
corruption and policies of the Grant administration. In particular, the Liberal Republican Party
objected to the “carpetbag” governments established in the South following the Civil War,
advocating the restoration of home rule in the southern states.

The presidential candidate selected by the Liberal Republican Party and endorsed by the
Democratic Party was Horace Greeley, who founded the New Yorker in 1834, and in 1841, the
New York Tribune, which became one of the most influential dailies of the nineteenth century.
Through editorials in his publications, Greeley advocated the rights of workingmen, promoted a
protective tariff, encouraged development of the frontier, and opposed slavery. At the
Democratic convention nominating speeches were forbidden and Greeley won on the first ballot
with 686 votes of the allotted 732. Governor B. Gratz Brown of Missouri, again the Liberal
Republican nominee for vice president, was the unanimous choice of the Democrats with 713
votes.

Debate on the Democratic platform was limited to one hour, and once again the delegates
endorsed the same platform approved by the Liberal Republic Party. Key elements of the
platform included a call for the end of reconstruction and complete amnesty for citizens of the
South, a limit on the powers of the federal government, civil service reform, adoption of a hard-
money policy, and bringing to an end the policy of giving grants of public land to railroads and
corporations. The platform was adopted by a vote of 671 to 62. In all, the delegates to the 1872
Democratic convention met, voted, and completed their work in a total of six hours.

1876 DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

The 1876 Democratic Convention was held on June 27 - 29 in St. Louis, Missouri. This marked
the first time that a national convention was held west of the Mississippi River. Reconstruction,
the corruption of the Grant administration and the lingering sectional animosity between the
North and the South following the Civil War were dominant themes at the convention.



Two governors, Samuel J. Tilden of New York and Thomas A. Hendricks of Indiana, were the
principal contenders for the presidential nomination. Tilden, a proven reformer and enemy of
corruption, was elected on the second ballot. Hendricks, the runner-up, was the nearly
unanimous choice of the delegates for the vice presidency.

Democratic platform issues included a call for the repeal of the Resumption Act of 1875, a hard-
money measure that called for the payment of Civil War bonds in coin rather than paper money,
and extensive civil service reform. In addition, the platform called for restrictions on Chinese
immigration and a new policy on the distribution of public land that would benefit homesteaders
and not the railroads.

1880 DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

Cincinnati, Ohio was the setting for the 1880 Democratic convention, which was held June 22 -
June 24 in the modernized Gothic Music Hall. As delegates walked into the hall’s auditorium,
they were greeted with a gigantic blue and white streamer which read “OHIO GREETS THE
NATION.” No one candidate stood out to the generally apathetic delegates. The decision of
Samuel J. Tilden, the Democratic presidential candidate in 1876, not to seek renomination
allowed new prospective candidates to emerge.

On the first ballot, General Winfield Scott Hancock, from Pennsylvania, took the lead in delegate
votes. General Hancock had earned his reputation during the Civil War, earning the nickname
“Superb” Hancock for his valiant stands in battle. Other nominees were Senator Thomas F.
Bayard of Delaware, and former Representative Henry G. Payne of Ohio. General Hancock won
on the second ballot, when the Wisconsin delegation spearheaded a series of vote switches that
provided him with the votes needed for the nomination. The vice-presidential nomination had
only one candidate, former Representative William H. English of Indiana, who was elected by
acclamation.

The Democratic platform was approved without debate or opposition. It called for
decentralization of the federal government with increased local government, currency based on
hard money, a revenue only tariff, civil service reform, and an end to Chinese immigration.

The most severe language in the platform concerned the presidential election of 1876, which the
Democrats had labeled “the great fraud.” In that election, the Democratic candidate Samuel J.
Tilden had beaten Republican candidate Rutherford B. Hayes in the popular vote. Republican
leaders challenged the vote results from Florida, Louisiana, and South Carolina on the grounds
that African-Americans had been intimidated from going to the polls. Southern Republican
election officials from the three states disqualified votes from Democratic precincts, thus
providing a victory for Hayes. The turmoil and accusations of fraud resulting from the Hayes
victory ultimately forced the Congress to determine the election outcome. A deal was made
whereby Democratic Members of Congress agreed to the formation of an election commission
that favored the Republicans in return for private assurances that federal troops would be



withdrawn from the South. Hayes was officially declared president by the election commission
on March 4, 1877.

1884 DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

Chicago, Illinois, was the setting for the 1884 Democratic convention, which was held on July 8-
11. A highlight of this convention was the extension of delegate voting rights to the District of
Columbia and the U.S. territories. On the first day of the gathering, delegates from Tammany
Hall, the New York political machine, attempted to break the unit rule which bound all delegates
to their state convention and mandated that they vote as a unit. The Tammany Hall delegates
were in the minority in the New York delegation. Their attempt to break the unit rule was
defeated by the convention as a whole, thus limiting their powers and assuring the nomination of
the Governor of New York, Grover Cleveland, a Tammany Hall enemy.

Governor Cleveland was the front runner for the presidential nomination after the first ballot.
His opposition consisted of Senator Thomas F. Bayard of Delaware and former Senator Allen G.
Thurman of Ohio. On the second ballot, a shift by the North Carolina delegation to Cleveland
gave him the two-thirds majority needed to secure the nomination. Senator Thomas A.
Hendricks of Indiana was nominated for the vice presidential half of the ticket, winning by an
almost unanimous vote.

The platform produced by the Democrats in 1884 was one of the longest adopted by the Party
during the nineteenth century, with a substantial portion containing a list of alleged Republican
failures and misdeeds. The main issue in the Democratic platform concerned tariff revisions that
would provide revenue for the federal government, but also protect and promote domestic
industries. One of the tariff revisions called for taxes “bearing heaviest on articles of luxury, and
bearing lightest on articles of necessity.” Other issues addressed in the platform expressed
support for the rights of organized labor, and the continuation of restrictions on Chinese
immigration into the United States.

1888 DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

The Democratic convention assembled in St. Louis on June 5- 7. The Democratic Party, in
control of the White House for the first time since the beginning of the Civil War, renominated
by acclamation the incumbent President Grover Cleveland. The country had been without a vice
president since the death of Thomas A. Hendricks in 1885. Former senator Allen G. Thurman of
Ohio was the favorite for the vice presidential nomination and won easily on the first ballot.

Tariff reduction was the predominant issue on the Democratic platform, along with tax reform.
Growing divisions between conservative and populist wings of the Democratic Party threatened
party unity. The conservative wing sought to place states rights at the top of the agenda, while
the populist wing proclaimed that the free coinage of silver was the main issue.



While president, Cleveland had also angered many Democratic partisans who believed that he
had not made full use of his patronage powers to reward his Democratic supporters. Tammany
Hall, the Democratic Party political machine that greatly controlled New York City politics, was
a bitter foe of the reform-minded Cleveland. Its influence undermined his campaign in his home
state of New York, denying him the state’s 36 electoral votes that would have assured his
reelection.

1892 DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

The 1892 Democratic convention met in Chicago, Illinois on June 21 - June 23 with frequent
interruptions from storms and a leaky roof. Delegates all received special invitations to visit the
Jackson Park fairgrounds of the World’s Columbian Exposition, the Chicago World’s Fair, to be
dedicated in October of that same year.

Grover Cleveland, having served as the 22" President of the United States from 1885 to 1889,
won a narrow first ballot victory over Governor David B. Hill of New York and Governor
Horace Boies of lowa, a former Republican and populist. Cleveland was vehemently opposed
by his own New York delegation which was packed with Tammany Hall men, the New York
political machine, supporting Governor Hill. Adlai E. Stevenson of Illinois, a former
representative and assistant postmaster general, was the convention favorite for vice president,
winning over Isaac P. Gray of Indiana who was favored by the Cleveland supporters.

The Democratic platform of 1892 called for the construction of a Central American canal
through Nicaragua; opposed sumptuary laws (prohibition) as interference with individuals’
rights; supported antitrust laws, federal aid to education, improvement of the Mississippi River,
and statehood for New Mexico and Arizona; demanded the rigid enforcement of the laws against
Chinese immigration while denouncing attempts to restrict the immigration of the “industrious
and worthy of foreign lands;” and straddled the currency debate with a policy favoring stable
money and the coinage of both gold and silver equally. The sharpest platform debate focused on
the tariff plank, ultimately calling for a tariff for revenue only and “denouncing Republican
protection as a fraud, a robbery of the great majority of the American people for the benefit of
the few. ... a fundamental principle of the Democratic party that the Federal Government has no
constitutional power to impose and collect tariff duties, except for the purpose of revenue only,
and we demand that the collection of such taxes shall be limited to the necessities of the
Government when honestly and economically administered.”

1896 DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

Chicago was the setting for the July 7 - 11,1896 Democratic convention. The issue of currency
dominated the proceedings. The party was split along regional lines, with Eastern delegations
favoring a hard-money policy with maintenance of the gold standard and most Southern and
Western delegations supporting a soft-money policy with the unlimited coinage of silver. As a
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delegate to the convention, 36-year-old William Jennings Bryan of Nebraska was determined to
write a free-silver plank into the party platform.

In perhaps the most memorable address ever delivered before a political convention, Bryan
captivated the delegates with a blistering attack on the gold standard, stating, “You shall not
press down upon the brow of labor this crown of thorns, you shall not crucify mankind upon a
cross of gold.” Bryan’s speech moved him into the front ranks of candidates for the nomination.
The other leading contender was Rep. Richard “Silver Dick” Bland of Missouri. William
Jennings Bryan received enough votes to secure the nomination on the fifth ballot. With Bryan
declining to indicate a preference for vice president, 16 candidates received votes for the office
on the first ballot. On the fifth ballot, Arthur Sewell of Maine prevailed.

1900 DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

The Democratic Convention of 1900 was held in Kansas City, Missouri. Although the meeting
hall was destroyed by a fire on April 4, 1900, it was rebuilt in 90 days time to house the
convention delegates and candidates on July 4 - 6. King David Kawananakoa, heir to the throne
in Hawaii, was the first member of royalty to attend a political convention as a delegate at this
event.

William Jennings Bryan received the presidential nomination unopposed, and allowed the
delegates at the convention to choose his running mate. Seven names for vice-president were
placed in nomination and two candidates withdrew prior to the balloting. Adlai E. Stevenson,
who had served as Vice President under Grover Cleveland, led on the first roll-call vote and was
selected as the vice-presidential nominee after a series of vote switches.

The Democratic Party platform of 1900 named anti-imperialism as the most important issue.
The platform also denounced colonial policies enacted by the current Republican administration
after the Spanish-American War and condemned post-war expansionism. During the 1896
campaign silver coinage and adoption of the gold standard were divisive issues. By 1900
discovery of additional gold deposits and an increase in currency diminished the silver issue.
Although there was some controversy about the mention of silver coinage, Bryan threatened to
withdraw his candidacy unless a silver plank was included in the platform. The silver plank was
accepted without protest by the delegates.

1904 DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION

The Democratic convention convened in St. Louis on July 6 - 9, with the currency question still
a major issue. Eight candidates were nominated for president. Alton B. Parker, chief justice of
the New York Court of Appeals, was the conservative front-runner but was not supported by the
still-influential William Jennings Bryan. Parker, who had not actively worked for the
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nomination, was supported by conservatives and the top officials of Tammany Hall. He was
elected on the first ballot.

Former senator Henry G. Davis of West Virginia was nominated for vice president. At 81 years
of age, he was th