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Estimate of Burden: Public reporting 
burden for this collection of information 
is estimated to average 3.115 hours per 
response, including the time for 
reviewing instructions, searching 
existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining the data needed, and 
completing and reviewing the collection 
of information. The total annual burden 
on respondents was previously 4,660.04 
hours. This extension includes an 
adjustment that adds one respondent 
which increases the total annual burden 
by 52.96 hours. 

Respondents: Directors or 
Administrators of WIC State agencies. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 89 
respondents. 

Estimated Number of Responses per 
Respondent: Seventeen. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden on 
Respondents: 4,713 hours.

Dated: January 5, 2005. 
Roberto Salazar, 
Administrator, Food and Nutrition Service.
[FR Doc. 05–562 Filed 1–11–05; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–30–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Forest Service 

Ravalli County Resource Advisory 
Committee

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: The Ravalli County Resource 
Advisory Committee will be meeting to 
discuss project development for 2005 
and project updates for 2004. Agenda 
topics will include electing a 
chairperson for 2005, public outreach 
methods, and a public forum (question 
and answer session). The meeting is 
being held pursuant to the authorities in 
the Federal Advisory Committee Act 
(Public Law 92–463) and under the 
Secure Rural Schools and Community 
Self-Determination Act of 2000 (Pub. L. 
106–393). The meeting is open to the 
public.
DATES: The meeting will be held on 
January 25, 2005, 6:30 p.m.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the Ravalli County Administration 
Building, 215 S. 4th Street, Hamilton, 
Montana. Send written comments to 
Dan Ritter, Acting District Ranger, 
Stevensville Ranger District, 88 Main 
Street, Stevensville, MT 59870, by 
facsimile (406) 777–7423, or 
electronically to dritter@fs.fed.us.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dan 
Ritter, Acting Stevensville District 
Ranger and Designated Federal Officer. 
Phone: (406) 777–5461.

Dated: January 6, 2005. 
David T. Bull, 
Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 05–608 Filed 1–11–05; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–11–M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Rural Business-Cooperative Service 

Notice of Request for Extension of a 
Currently Approved Information 
Collection

AGENCY: Rural Business-Cooperative 
Service, USDA.
ACTION: Proposed collection; comments 
requested. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this 
notice announces the Rural Business-
Cooperative Service’s (RBS) intention to 
request an extension of the clearance for 
an existing information collection in 
order to render service to associations of 
producers of agricultural, forestry, 
fisheries products and federations, and 
subsidiaries, thereof, as authorized in 
the Cooperative Marketing Act of 1926.
DATES: Comments on this notice must be 
received by March 14, 2005.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Tracey L. Kennedy, Agricultural 
Economist, RBS, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, 1400 Independence Avenue 
SW., STOP 3252, Washington, DC 
20250–3252, Telephone (202) 690–1428.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Title: Annual Survey of Cooperative 
Involvement in International Markets. 

OMB Number: 0570–0020. 
Expiration Date of Approval: February 

28, 2005. 
Type of Request: Extension of a 

currently approved information 
collection. 

Abstract: The mission of the Rural 
Business-Cooperative Service (RBS), 
formerly Agricultural Cooperative 
Service (ACS), is to assist farmer-owned 
cooperatives in improving the economic 
well-being of their farmer-members. 
This is accomplished through a 
comprehensive program of research on 
structural, operational, and policy 
issues affecting cooperatives; technical 
advisory assistance to individual 
cooperatives and to groups of producers 
who wish to organize cooperatives; and 
development of educational and 
informational material. The authority to 
carry out RBS’s mission is defined in 
the Cooperative Marketing Act of 1926 
(44 Stat. 802–1926). 

Authority and Duties of Division (7 
U.S.C. 453). 

(a) The division shall render service 
to associations of producers of 
agricultural products, and federations 
and subsidiaries, thereof, engaged in the 
cooperative marketing of agricultural 
products including processing, 
warehousing, manufacturing, storage, 
the cooperative purchasing of farm 
supplies, credit, financing, insurance, 
and other cooperative activities. 

(b) The division is authorized to: 
(1) Acquire, analyze, and disseminate 

economic, statistical, and historical 
information regarding the progress, 
organization, and business methods of 
cooperative associations in the United 
States and foreign countries. 

(2) Conduct studies of the economic, 
legal, financial, social, and other phases 
of cooperation, and publish the results 
thereof. Such studies shall include the 
analyses of the organization, operation, 
financial and merchandising problems 
of cooperative organizations. 

(3) Make surveys and analyses if 
deemed advisable of the accounts and 
business practices of representative 
cooperative associations upon their 
request; report to the association so 
surveyed the results thereof; and with 
the consent of the association so 
surveyed to publish summaries of the 
results of such surveys, together with 
similar facts, for the guidance of 
cooperative associations and for the 
purpose of assisting cooperative 
associations in developing methods of 
business and market analysis. 

(4) Acquire from all available sources, 
information concerning crop prospects, 
supply, demand, current receipts, 
exports, imports, and prices of 
agricultural products handled or 
marketed by cooperative associations, 
and employ qualified commodity 
marketing specialists to summarize and 
analyze this information and 
disseminate the same among 
cooperative associations and others. 

RBS also has a stated objective to 
‘‘assist U.S. farmer cooperatives to 
expand their participation in 
international trade of agricultural 
products and supplies and to review 
their progress.’’ 

As trade agreements are implemented 
and domestic farm supports are 
reduced, a global presence is 
increasingly important to producers, 
their communities, and to job-creation 
and retention in agri- and food-related 
industries. Measurement and 
monitoring of cooperatives’ global 
presence are stated objectives of RBS’s 
International Trade Program. In order to 
carry out the Agency’s mission and 
objectives, RBS needs to collect 
information from the cooperative 
community. This information collection 

VerDate jul<14>2003 17:37 Jan 11, 2005 Jkt 205001 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\12JAN1.SGM 12JAN1


