
MEETING BRIEF
January 12-13, 2005

The use of comparative clinical effectiveness information by
Medicare

ISSUE:  What evidence does Medicare use to make coverage and payment policies? 

KEY POINTS: Medicare needs sound evidence to make coverage and payment decisions.  Recently, the
Congress and CMS have shown interest in improving and expanding the methods and sources of
scientific evidence.  

ACTION:  Commissioners should provide feedback about their interest in examining in greater depth the
policy and operational issues raised in these briefing materials.  

STAFF CONTACT:  Nancy Ray (202-220-3723)


