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by a taxpayer in a taxable year begin-
ning after 2002 and before 2006. This 
section expires on September 4, 2006. 

[T.D. 9091, 68 FR 52991, Sept. 8, 2003; 68 FR 
63734, Nov. 10, 2003] 

§ 1.167(b)–0 Methods of computing de-
preciation. 

(a) In general. Any reasonable and 
consistently applied method of com-
puting depreciation may be used or 
continued in use under section 167. Re-
gardless of the method used in com-
puting depreciation, deductions for de-
preciation shall not exceed such 
amounts as may be necessary to re-
cover the unrecovered cost or other 
basis less salvage during the remaining 
useful life of the property. The reason-
ableness of any claim for depreciation 
shall be determined upon the basis of 
conditions known to exist at the end of 
the period for which the return is 
made. It is the responsibility of the 
taxpayer to establish the reasonable-
ness of the deduction for depreciation 
claimed. Generally, depreciation de-
ductions so claimed will be changed 
only where there is a clear and con-
vincing basis for a change. 

(b) Certain methods. Methods pre-
viously found adequate to produce a 
reasonable allowance under the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1939 or prior rev-
enue laws will, if used consistently by 
the taxpayer, continue to be acceptable 
under section 167(a). Examples of such 
methods which continue to be accept-
able are the straight line method, the 
declining balance method with the rate 
limited to 150 percent of the applicable 
straight line rate, and under appro-
priate circumstances, the unit of pro-
duction method. The methods de-
scribed in section 167(b) and §§ 1.167(b)– 
1, 1.167(b)–2, 1.167(b)–3, and 1.167(b)–4 
shall be deemed to produce a reason-
able allowance for depreciation except 
as limited under section 167(c) and 
§ 1.167(c)–1. See also § 1.167(e)–1 for rules 
relating to change in method of com-
puting depreciation. 

(c) Application of methods. In the case 
of item accounts, any method which re-
sults in a reasonable allowance for de-
preciation may be selected for each 
item of property, but such method 
must thereafter be applied consistently 
to that particular item. In the case of 

group, classified, or composite ac-
counts, any method may be selected for 
each account. Such method must be ap-
plied to that particular account con-
sistently thereafter but need not nec-
essarily be applied to acquisitions of 
similar property in the same or subse-
quent years, provided such acquisitions 
are set up in separate accounts. See, 
however, § 1.167(e)–1 and section 446 and 
the regulations thereunder, for rules 
relating to changes in the method of 
computing depreciation, and § 1.167(c)–1 
for restriction on the use of certain 
methods. See also § 1.167(a)–7 for defini-
tion of account. 

§ 1.167(b)–1 Straight line method. 
(a) In general. Under the straight line 

method the cost or other basis of the 
property less its estimated salvage 
value is deductible in equal annual 
amounts over the period of the esti-
mated useful life of the property. The 
allowance for depreciation for the tax-
able year is determined by dividing the 
adjusted basis of the property at the 
beginning of the taxable year, less sal-
vage value, by the remaining useful life 
of the property at such time. For con-
venience, the allowance so determined 
may be reduced to a percentage or frac-
tion. The straight line method may be 
used in determining a reasonable al-
lowance for depreciation for any prop-
erty which is subject to depreciation 
under section 167 and it shall be used in 
all cases where the taxpayer has not 
adopted a different acceptable method 
with respect to such property. 

(b) Illustrations. The straight line 
method is illustrated by the following 
examples: 

Example (1). Under the straight line method 
items may be depreciated separately: 

Year and item 

Cost or 
other 
basis 
less 
sala-
ries 

Useful 
life 

(years) 

Depreciation allow-
able 

1954 1955 1956 

1954: 
Asset A ............. $1,600 4 1 $200 $400 $400 
Asset B ............. 12,000 40 1 150 300 300 

1 In this example it is assumed that the assets were placed 
in service on July 1, 1954. 

Example (2). In group, classified, or com-
posite accounting, a number of assets with 
the same or different useful lives may be 
combined into one account, and a single rate 
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