Name: Howard E (Tres) Melton

Class of works: | amwiting in support of Class #3 (Unski ppabl e DVD
Advertising): Audiovisual works rel eased on DVD that contain access contro
nmeasures that interfere with the ability to control private performance
including the ability to skip pronotional naterials.

Summary:

Di sc nane: A Knight's Tale

Recently ny girlfriend and | rented "A Knight's Tale" on DVD

The di sk had scratches that nmade a few parts unplayable. As | tried to fast-
forward through the danmaged parts the DVD player woul d often get confused,

di splay an error code, and shut off. | would then have to eject and reinsert
the DVD to clear the error code, and go through the start up sequence. This
sequence included: First, being forced to watch the Sony | ogo while the
machi ne was 'booting' ; Second, being threatened with FBI action if | violated
the copyright (sonmething that anybody who watches VHS tapes or DVD's probably
has menorized fromso many repetitions); Third being forced to sit through the
studio's | ogo, an advertisenent (sonething that | had paid NOT to have to
watch). | would then have to advance the disc to the chapter follow ng the
defect, carefully rewind to just after the disc error, and then try playing
fromthere. The player failed about five tines, and each tinme it took about
two mnutes to get back to the novie. This neant that the restrictive
technol ogy encoded on the DVD not only robbed us of about ten minutes of our
time, but spoiled our pleasure in the novie.

Al t hough the problem of scratched DVDs and CDs is quite common, it is not
considered a problem by the industry. Recently the Harvard Political Review
publi shed an interview with M. Jack Valenti of the MPAA in which he nade the
following statenment: "But you' ve already got a DVD. It |lasts forever. It never
wears out. In the digital world, we don't need back-ups, because a digita
copy never wears out. It is tineless." M situation is a direct refutation of
his statenent, and al so of the presunptions upon which the DMCA was based. |
am angered at the novie industry's refusal to recognize that a DVD has a

limted useful life. Although a DVD might |ast forever if protected from

physi cal damage, the technology will not. Neither will the players, as they
have el ectronics and noving parts. One day it will becone inpossible either to
repair or to purchase a DVD player for the part of my novie collection that is
in DVD format. |Is ny collection to becone worthless at that tinme? This is
clearly contradictory to the statement "It lasts forever". | should be able

to copy ny DVD content, both to obtain a back-up (a standard procedure for al
ot her valuable digital data) and also to nove the contents to whatever fornmat
repl aces the DVD, without violating provisions of the DMCA



