Proc. 7668 Title 3—The President

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7668 of April 30, 2003
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America is strengthened by the rich cultural diversity of our people, and
we are blessed to be a Nation that welcomes individuals of all races, reli-
gions, and cultural backgrounds. The values and traditions of the Asian/
Pacific-American community—love of family, entrepreneurship, excellence
in education, and community service—have strengthened us as a Nation.
During Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month, we celebrate the contribu-
tions of these talented and hard-working citizens and recognize their rich
legacy of ingenuity, perseverance, and achievement.

Many Asian/Pacific immigrants came to America to discover the promise
of our Nation and to realize their dreams. Their contributions were critical
in establishing a robust economy. Asian/Pacific Americans also worked
tirelessly to build our national railroad infrastructure, paving the way for
our western expansion and growth as a world leader. Generations of Asian/
Pacific Americans have proudly served our Nation with honor and courage
in wars and conflicts, including most recently in Operation Iraqi Freedom
and Operation Enduring Freedom. Today, as in the past, their dedication
and service to advancing peace in a troubled world upholds the values that
make our country strong.

Asian/Pacific Americans are also helping to shape America’s future. As en-
trepreneurs, artists, educators, public servants, scientists, and explorers,
they challenge the minds of our next generation, expand commerce and in-
novation, probe the frontiers of space, and search for cures for the world’s
diseases. Our children are also inspired by the contributions and sacrifices
of dedicated individuals such as inventor An Wang, experimental physicist
Chien-Shiung Wu, Challenger astronaut Ellison Onizuka, Columbia astro-
naut Kalpana Chawla, and sculptor Isamu Noguchi.

Since the earliest days of America, people from all cultures have traveled
to our Nation seeking the promise of freedom, opportunity, and justice. As
an integral part of our society, Americans of Asian and Pacific heritage
share in the pursuit of this American Dream. I join with all Americans in
celebrating this rich and diverse culture, and I encourage every citizen to
recognize the role of Asian/Pacific Americans in building and sustaining
our Nation.

To honor the achievements of Asian/Pacific Americans, the Congress by
Public Law 102-450 as amended, has designated the month of May each
year as “Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month.”
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim May 2003 as Asian/Pacific American Herit-
age Month. I call upon our citizens to learn more about the history of
Asian/Pacific Americans and how they have contributed to the culture and
heritage of our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7669 of April 30, 2003
Older Americans Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Advances in medicine, public health, science, and technology are keeping
Americans healthier and adding years to our lives. As our population of
senior citizens continues to grow, our Nation remains dedicated to ful-
filling our promises to these valuable members of our society. This year’s
observance of Older Americans Month, “What We Do Makes A Difference,”
recognizes the important contributions of older Americans and the network
of services that support them. Older Americans continue to work in a vari-
ety of jobs, from teachers, to engineers, to business owners and entre-
preneurs, and in so doing bring invaluable experience and leadership
skills. Additionally, their wisdom, strength, and compassion reflect the
character of our great Nation. During this month, we honor our seniors and
thank them for the lessons they teach us and the strong values they instill
in families and communities throughout our country.

Serving as examples to others, throughout our Nation every day, older
Americans are engaging in acts of compassion. Over a half million mem-
bers of the Senior Corps are volunteering their time and talents to help
those in need. Retired doctors, nurses, police, and firefighters are helping
communities prepare for emergencies, and countless other older Americans
are bringing comfort and care to their families and neighbors. These indi-
viduals understand the importance of service, and their efforts are helping
to build a more welcoming society. Many food banks, clothing distribution
programs, and other social service activities of faith-based and community
organizations could not operate without the senior Americans who volun-
teer in these efforts.

As these individuals continue to work on our behalf, our Nation is working
to fulfill our obligations to older Americans by providing them with good
health care and other services to enhance their lives. My Administration
is coordinating with State and Area Agencies on Aging, and faith-based and
community organizations to better provide essential services, such as
meals, nutrition, counseling, and health screening, to our seniors. Seven
million older Americans and their families are currently being served by
a large network of Federal, State, tribal, local partnerships, and thousands
of volunteers. The services provided by these groups make it easier for
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