Proc. 7628 Title 3—The President

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7628 of November 21, 2002
Thanksgiving Day, 2002

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In celebration of Thanksgiving Day 1902, President Theodore Roosevelt
wrote, ‘“Rarely has any people enjoyed greater prosperity than we are now
enjoying. For this we render heartfelt and solemn thanks to the Giver of
Good; and we seek to praise Him—not by words only—but by deeds, by
the way in which we do our duty to ourselves and to our fellow men.”
President Roosevelt’s words gracefully remind us that, as citizens of this
great Nation, we have much for which to be thankful; and his timeless call
inspires us to meet our responsibilities to help those in need and to pro-
mote greater understanding at home and abroad.

As the Pilgrims did almost four centuries ago, we gratefully give thanks
this year for the beauty, abundance, and opportunity this great land offers.
We also thank God for the blessings of freedom and prosperity; and, with
gratitude and humility, we acknowledge the importance of faith in our
lives.

Throughout the Thanksgiving holiday, let us renew our commitment to
make our country and our world better. As we welcome new opportunities
and face new challenges, we are thankful for the resolve and generosity of
so many of our people who are touching countless hearts and souls through
thoughtful acts of kindness. By answering the call to serve others, Ameri-
cans are building a culture of service that strengthens our Nation. We also
honor and salute the selfless sacrifice of the brave men and women of our
Armed Forces who are defending our lives and liberty at home and abroad
with skill, honor, and dedication.

This Thanksgiving, we recognize the ties of friendship and respect that
bind us together. And we renew our pledge to uphold the timeless prin-
ciples of freedom, equality, and opportunity that have made our country
into a great Nation. By working together, we will continue to build mutual
trust, peace, and hope for all across this land and around the world.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Thursday, November 28,
2002, as a National Day of Thanksgiving. I encourage Americans to gather
in their homes, places of worship, and community centers to share the spir-
it of understanding and unity, and of prayer, as we express our thanks for
the many blessings we enjoy. I also encourage Americans to reach out in
friendship to the larger family of humankind.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7629 of November 22, 2002

National Farm-City Week, 2002

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Agriculture has always been a cornerstone of our Nation’s way of life. As
wise stewards and innovative entrepreneurs, our dedicated farmers and
ranchers improve our well-being by working to ensure a healthy and abun-
dant agricultural supply. To succeed in this important enterprise, our farm-
ers rely on essential partnerships with urban communities to supply, sell,
and deliver finished products across the country and around the world.
During National Farm-City Week, we recognize the importance of this co-
operative network to the success of America’s agricultural industry.

Farming was America’s first industry. Today, this industry provides us
with many of the necessities of life, such as food, clothing,
and,increasingly, fuel for our energy needs. Agriculture employs more than
24 million workers including farmers, shippers, processors, marketers, gro-
cers, truck drivers, inspectors, and others who annually contribute more
than $1.3 trillion to our gross domestic product. In the international mar-
ket, our farmers export more than $50 billion in products that help feed
people in countries around the world. As we welcome new opportunities
for trade, the hard work and successful cooperation between farmers and
city workers will continue to play a vital role in our Nation’s success and
will continue to be a critical resource for countless people here at home
and around the globe.

My Administration remains committed to helping the millions of Ameri-
cans who work in the agricultural industry. Earlier this year, I signed the
Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 to support these important
workers and to strengthen the farm economy. This Act will help our farm-
ers and ranchers by providing financial assistance that encourages sound
conservation and environmental practices, and promotes open trade. And
to expand opportunities for our farmers to compete in the inter national
marketplace and encourage further economic growth, my Administration is
committed to opening international markets and reducing tariffs and other
barriers to food distribution throughout the world.

Farm-city collaborations help maintain and improve our Nation’s food sup-
ply and contribute to a better quality of life for countless citizens. With this
Farm-City Week observance, we commend the many Americans whose
hard work and ingenuity reflect the true spirit of America and help ensure
a prosperous future for all.
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