Proclamations Proc. 7559

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim May 15, 2002, as Peace Officers Memorial
Day and May 12 through May 18, 2002, as Police Week. I call on Ameri-
cans to observe these events with appropriate ceremonies and activities. I
also call on Governors of the United States and the Commonwealth of Puer-
to Rico, as well as appropriate officials of all units of government, to direct
that the flag be flown at half-staff on Peace Officers Memorial Day. I further
encourage all Americans to display the flag at half-staff from their homes
on that day.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7559 of May 10, 2002

National Defense Transportation Day and National
Transportation Week, 2002

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The importance of America’s transportation system became evident to all
Americans on September 11, 2001. Airliners were diverted, airports closed,
and travelers were stranded for days as transportation systems across the
country were disrupted. In the aftermath of September 11, the men and
women in the transportation industry have helped restore function and
trust to a system that was traumatized. Today, Americans and America’s
goods and services are being more safely moved to their destinations, as
our communities continue the process of important restructuring.

We have helped secure our transportation system with the passage of the
Aviation and Transportation Security Act, which greatly enhanced the pro-
tections for America’s passengers and goods. And we are determined to en-
sure that Americans have the transportation system and mobility that is
necessary for a vibrant economy and meaningful quality of life.

We live in a time of unprecedented travel, when goods and services, re-
gardless of origin, can be available in a short amount of time. Thanks to
imagination, innovation, and investment in transportation, we can safely
commute to work, receive overnight mail, buy fresh fruit and vegetables,
and travel with relative ease to destinations around the world. We also con-
tinue to make progress in developing a transportation system that offers
choices and protects the environment through cleaner, more fuel-efficient
vehicles and new, environmentally sound infrastructure.

To recognize Americans who work in transportation and who contribute to
our Nation’s prosperity, defense, and progress, the United States Congress,
by joint resolution approved May 16, 1957, as amended, (36 U.S.C. 120),
has designated the third Friday in May of each year as ‘“National Defense
Transportation Day,” and, by joint resolution approved May 14, 1962, as
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amended, (36 U.S.C. 133), declared that the week during which that Friday
falls be designated as “National Transportation Week.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim Friday, May 17, 2002, as National Defense
Transportation Day and May 12 through May 18, 2002, as National Trans-
portation Week. I encourage all Americans to recognize how our modern
transportation system has enhanced our economy and contributed to our
freedom.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7560 of May 13, 2002
National Hurricane Awareness Week, 2002

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Hurricanes can devastate our communities, endangering thousands of
human lives and causing billions of dollars in property damage. Stemming
from the ocean, the atmosphere, and heat from the sea, hurricanes bring
with them the potential for high winds, tornadoes, torrential rains, flood-
ing, and ocean water storm surges. Their fierce and destructive power re-
quires that we all take steps to reduce our vulnerability to this natural haz-

ard.

According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, an average of ten trop-
ical storms develop annually over the Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea, and
Gulf of Mexico. Every year, an average of six of these storms grow strong
enough to become hurricanes. Approximately five hurricanes strike the
United States coastline every 3 years. Out of these, two will have winds
above 111 miles per hour, qualifying them as major hurricanes. The result-
ing high winds and high waves can seriously damage homes, businesses,
public buildings, and critical infrastructure, and ultimately have the poten-
tial to injure people and claim lives.

To help avoid damage and help ensure the public’s safety from hurricane
hazards, FEMA recommends a variety of preventative steps for both indi-
viduals and communities. For example, construction measures can help
minimize property destruction. These include installing storm shutters over
exposed glass and adding hurricane straps to hold the roof of a structure
to its walls and foundation. More complex measures, such as elevating
coastal homes and businesses, can further reduce a property’s suscepti-
bility. In addition, communities can reduce their vulnerability by adopting
wind- and flood-resistant building codes and by implementing sound land-
use planning.

More than 50 million people live along hurricane-prone coastlines in the
United States, with millions of tourists visiting these areas annually. Dur-
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