Minnesota Isolation, Quarantine
and Mass Dispensing Law with
2005 Amendments: Minnesota

Statutes, sections 144.419-144.4197

Note: This document was compiled by the
Minnesota Department of Health in June 2005.
The text of the underlying statutes is copyrighted
and used with permission of the Minnesota
Office of the Revisor of Statutes. New language
is underlined. These amendments become
effective on August 1, 2005. This is an unofficial
version of the amended statutes, and is not
intended to replace an official source.
Disclaimer: While every attempt has been made
to ensure that the information in this document
is accurate and timely, the information is
presented “as is” and without warranties, either
express or implied, including warranties
regarding the content of this information.

144.419 Isolation and quarantine of persons.

Subdivision 1.  Definitions. For purposes of
sections 144.419 to 144.4196, the following
definitions apply:

(1) "bioterrorism” means the intentional use of
any microorganism, virus, infectious substance,
or biological product that may be engineered as
a result of biotechnology, or any naturally
occurring or bioengineered component of any
such microorganism, virus, infectious substance,
or biological product, to cause death, disease, or
other biological malfunction in a human, an
animal, a plant, or another living organism in
order to influence the conduct of government or
to intimidate or coerce a civilian population;

(2) "communicable disease” means a disease
caused by a living organism or virus and
believed to be caused by bioterrorism or a new
or novel or previously controlled or eradicated
infectious agent or biological toxin that can be
transmitted person to person and for which
isolation or quarantine is an effective control
strategy, excluding a disease that is directly
transmitted as defined under section 144.4172,
subdivision 5;
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(3) "isolation™ means separation, during the
period of communicability, of a person infected
with a communicable disease, in a place and
under conditions so as to prevent direct or
indirect transmission of an infectious agent to
others; and

(4) "quarantine" means restriction, during a
period of communicability, of activities or travel
of an otherwise healthy person who likely has
been exposed to a communicable disease to
prevent disease transmission during the period
of communicability in the event the person is
infected.

Subdivision. 2.  General requirements.

(a) The commissioner of health or any person
acting under the commissioner's authority shall
comply with paragraphs (b) to (h) when isolating
or quarantining individuals or groups of
individuals.

(b) Isolation and quarantine must be by the least
restrictive means necessary to prevent the spread
of a communicable or potentially communicable
disease to others and may include, but are not
limited to, confinement to private homes or
other private or public premises.

(c) Isolated individuals must be confined
separately from quarantined individuals.

(d) The health status of isolated and quarantined
individuals must be monitored regularly to
determine if they require continued isolation or
quarantine. To adequately address emergency
health situations, isolated and quarantined
individuals shall be given a reliable means to
communicate 24 hours a day with health
officials and to summon emergency health
services.

(e) If a quarantined individual subsequently
becomes infectious or is reasonably believed to
have become infectious with a communicable or
potentially communicable disease, the individual
must be isolated according to section 144.4195

(F) Isolated and quarantined individuals must be
immediately released when they pose no known
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risk of transmitting a communicable or
potentially communicable disease to others.

(9) The needs of persons isolated and
quarantined shall be addressed in a systematic
and competent fashion, including, but not
limited to, providing adequate food, clothing,
shelter, means of communication between those
in isolation or quarantine and those outside these
settings, medication, and competent medical
care.

(h) Premises used for isolation and quarantine
shall be maintained in a safe and hygienic
manner and be designed to minimize the
likelihood of further transmission of infection or
other harms to persons isolated and quarantined.
Subdivision. 3. Termination. The isolation or
quarantine of a person must terminate
automatically on the expiration date of a court
order authorizing isolation or quarantine that is
issued according to section 144.4195, or before
the expiration date if the commissioner of health
determines that isolation or quarantine of the
person is no longer necessary to protect the
public.

Subdivision 3. Termination. The isolation or
quarantine of a person must terminate
automatically on the expiration date of a curt
order authorizing isolation or quarantine that is
issued according to section 144.4195, or before
the expiration date is the commissioner of health
determines that isolation or quarantine of the
person is no longer necessary to protect the
public.

Subdivision. 4. Right to refuse treatment. Any
person who is isolated or quarantined according
to this section and section 144.4195 has a
fundamental right to refuse medical treatment,
testing, physical or mental examination,
vaccination, participation in experimental
procedures and protocols, collection of
specimens, and preventive treatment programs.
A person who has been directed by the
commissioner of health or any person acting
under the commissioner's authority to submit to
medical procedures and protocols because the
person is infected with or reasonably believed by
the commissioner or by the person acting under
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the commissioner's authority to be infected with
or exposed to a communicable disease and who
refuses to submit to them may be subject to
continued isolation or quarantine according to
the parameters set forth in section 144.4195.

Subdivision. 5. Restricted entry.

(&) No person, other than a person authorized by
the commissioner of health or authorized by any
person acting under the commissioner's
authority, shall enter an isolation or quarantine
area. If, by reason of an unauthorized entry into
an isolation or quarantine area, a person poses a
danger to public health, the person may be
subject to isolation or quarantine according to
this section and section 144.4195.

(b) A family member of a person isolated or
quarantined has a right to choose to enter into an
isolation or quarantine area. The commissioner
of health must permit the family member entry
into the isolation or quarantine area if the family
member signs a consent form stating that the
family member has been informed of the
potential health risks, isolation and quarantine
guidelines, and the consequences of entering the
area. The family member may not hold the
Department of Health, the commissioner of
health, or the state responsible for any
consequences of entering the isolation or
quarantine area. If, by reason of entry into an
isolation or quarantine area under this paragraph,
a person poses a danger to public health, the
person may be subject to isolation or quarantine
according to this section and section 144.4195.

144.4195 Due process for isolation or
quarantine of persons.

Subdivision 1.  Ex parte order for isolation or
quarantine.

(a) Before isolating or quarantining a person or
group of persons, the commissioner of health
shall obtain a written, ex parte order authorizing
the isolation or quarantine from the District
Court of Ramsey County, the county where the
person or group of persons is located, or a
county adjoining the county where the person or
group of persons is located. The evidence or
testimony in support of an application may be
made or taken by telephone, facsimile


http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/data/revisor/statutes/2004/144/4195.html
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/data/revisor/statutes/2004/144/4195.html
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/data/revisor/statutes/2004/144/4195.html
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/data/revisor/statutes/2004/144/4195.html
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/data/revisor/statutes/2004/144/4195.html

transmission, video equipment, or other
electronic communication. The court shall grant
the order upon a finding that probable cause
exists to believe isolation or quarantine is
warranted to protect the public health.

(b) The order must state the specific facts
justifying isolation or quarantine, must state that
the person being isolated or quarantined has a
right to a court hearing under this section and a
right to be represented by counsel during any
proceeding under this section, and must be
provided immediately to each person isolated or
quarantined. The commissioner of health shall
provide a copy of the authorizing order to the
commissioner of public safety and other peace
officers known to the commissioner to have
jurisdiction over the site of the isolation or
quarantine. If feasible, the commissioner of
health shall give each person being isolated or
guarantined an estimate of the expected period
of the person’s isolation or quarantine.

(c) If it is impracticable to provide individual
orders to a group of persons isolated or
guarantined, one order shall suffice to isolate or
guarantine a group of persons believed to have
been commonly infected with or exposed to a
communicable disease. A copy of the order and
notice shall be posted in a conspicuous place:

(1) in the isolation or quarantine premises, but
only if the persons to be isolated or
quarantined are already at the isolation or
quarantine premises and have adequate
access to the order posted there; or

(2) in another location where the group of
persons to be isolated or quarantined is
located, such that the persons have
adequate access to the order posted there.

If the court determines that posting the order
according to clause (1) or (2) is impractical due
to the number of persons to be isolated or
quarantined or the geographical area affected,
the court must use the best means available to
ensure that the affected persons are fully
informed of the order and notice.
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(d)_Any peace officer, as defined in section
144.4803, subdivision 16, may use force as
described by sections 609.06 and 609.066 to
apprehend, hold, transport, quarantine, or
isolate a person subject to the order if the
person flees or forcibly resists the officer.
This subdivision is authority to carry out
enforcement duties under this section. The
commissioner or an agent of a local board of
health authorized under section 145A.04 shall
advise the peace officer on request of
protective measures recommended to protect
the officer from possible transmission of the
communicable disease. The peace officer may
act upon telephone, facsimile, or other
electronic notification of the order from the
court, commissioner of health, agent of a local
board of health, or commissioner of public
safety. This paragraph expires August 1,
2009.

(e) No person may be isolated or quarantined
pursuant to an order issued under this
subdivision for longer than 21 days without a
court hearing under subdivision 3 to determine
whether isolation or quarantine should continue.
A person who is isolated or quarantined may
request a court hearing under subdivision 3 at
any time before the expiration of the order.

Subdivision. 2.  Temporary hold upon
commissioner's directive.

(a) Notwithstanding subdivision 1, the
commissioner of health may by directive
isolate or quarantine a person or group of
persons without first obtaining a written, ex
parte order from the court if a delay in
isolating or quarantining the person or group
of persons would significantly jeopardize the
commissioner of health’s ability to prevent or
limit the transmission of a communicable or
potentially communicable life threatening
disease to others. The directive shall specify
the known period of incubation or
communicability or the estimated period
under the commissioner’s best medical
judgment when the disease is unknown. The

directive remains in effect for the period
specified unless amended by the
commissioner or superseded by a court order.
The commissioner must provide the person or




group of persons subject to the temporary
hold with notice that the person has a right to
request a court hearing under this section
and a right to be represented by counsel
during a proceeding under this section. If it
is impracticable to provide individual notice
to each person subject to the temporary hold,
notice of these rights may be posted in the
same manner as the posting of orders under
subdivision 1, paragraph (c)._Immediately
upon executing the directive and initiating
notice of the parties subject to it, the
commissioner shall initiate the process to
apply for a written, ex parte order pursuant
to subdivision 1 authorizing the isolation or
guarantine. The court must rule within 24
hours of receipt of the application or sooner if
practicable or necessary. If the person is
under a temporary hold, the person may not
be held in isolation or quarantine after the
temporary hold expires unless the court
issues an ex parte order under subdivision 1.
If the court does not rule within 36 hours
after the execution of the directive, the
directive shall expire.

(b) At the same time the commissioner
initiates the process to apply for a written, ex
parte order under paragraph (a), the
commissioner shall notify the governor, the
majority and minority leaders of the senate,
the speaker and majority and minority
leaders of the house, and the chairs and the
ranking minority members of the senate and
house committees having jurisdiction over
health policy that a directive for a temporary
hold has been issued under this subdivision.
Notice under this paragraph is governed by
the data privacy provisions of section
144.4195, subdivision 6.

(c) Any peace officer, as defined in section
144.4803, subdivision 16, may assist a public
health official to apprehend, hold, transport,
quarantine, or isolate a person subject to the
commissioner’s directive. The peace officer
may use force as described by sections 609.06
and 609.066. The commissioner or an agent
of a local board of health authorized under
section 145A.04 shall advise the peace officer
on request of protective measures
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recommended to protect the officer from

possible transmission of the communicable
disease. The peace officer may act upon
telephone, facsimile, or other electronic
notification of the commissioner’s directive or
upon the request of an agent of a local board
of health.

(d) If a person subject to a commissioner's
directive under paragraph (a) is already
institutionalized in an appropriate health
care facility, the commissioner of health may
direct the facility to continue to hold the
person. The facility shall take all reasonable
measures to prevent the person from
exposing others to the communicable disease.

(e) This subdivision expires August 1, 2009.

Subdivision. 3. Court hearing.

() A person isolated or quarantined under an
order issued pursuant to subdivision 1 or a
temporary hold under subdivision 2 or the
person's representative may petition the court to
contest the court order or temporary hold at any
time prior to the expiration of the order or
temporary hold. If a petition is filed, the court
must hold a hearing within 72 hours from the
date of the filing. A petition for a hearing does
not stay the order of isolation or quarantine. At
the hearing, the commissioner of health must
show by clear and convincing evidence that the
isolation or quarantine is warranted to protect
the public health.

(b) If the commissioner of health wishes to
extend the order for isolation or quarantine past
the period of time stated in subdivision 1,
paragraph (d), the commissioner must petition
the court to do so. Notice of the hearing must be
served upon the person or persons who are being
isolated or quarantined at least three days before
the hearing. If it is impracticable to provide
individual notice to large groups who are
isolated or quarantined, a copy of the notice may
be posted in the same manner as described under
subdivision 1, paragraph (c).

(c) The notice must contain the following
information:



(1) the time, date, and place of the
hearing;

(2) the grounds and underlying facts
upon which continued isolation or
quarantine is sought;

(3) the person's right to appear at the
hearing; and

(4) the person's right to counsel,
including the right, if indigent, to be
represented by counsel designated
by the court or county of venue.

(d) The court may order the continued isolation
or quarantine of the person or group of persons
if it finds by clear and convincing evidence that
the person or persons would pose an imminent
health threat to others if isolation or quarantine
was lifted. In no case may the isolation or
quarantine continue longer than 30 days from
the date of the court order issued under this
subdivision unless the commissioner petitions
the court for an extension. Any hearing to
extend an order is governed by this subdivision.

Subdivision. 4. Hearing on conditions of
isolation or quarantine. A person isolated or
guarantined may request a hearing in district
court for remedies regarding the treatment
during and the terms and conditions of isolation
or quarantine. Upon receiving a request for a
hearing under this subdivision, the court shall fix
a date for a hearing that is within seven days of
the receipt of the request by the court. The
request for a hearing does not alter the order for
isolation or quarantine. If the court finds that
the isolation or quarantine of the individual is
not in compliance with section 144.419, the
court may fashion remedies appropriate to the
circumstances of the emergency and in keeping
with this chapter.

Subdivision. 5. Judicial procedures and
decisions.

(a) Court orders issued pursuant to subdivision
3 or 4 shall be based upon clear and convincing
evidence and a written record of the disposition
of the case shall be made and retained.

(b) Any person subject to isolation or
guarantine has the right to be represented by
counsel. Persons not otherwise represented may
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request the court to appoint counsel at the
expense of the Department of Health or of a
local public health board that has entered into a
written delegation agreement with the
commissioner under subdivision 7. The court
shall appoint counsel when so requested and
may have one counsel represent a group of
persons similarly situated. The appointments
shall be only for representation under
subdivisions 3 and 4 and for appeals of orders
under subdivisions 3 and 4. On counsel's
request, the commissioner or an agent of a local
board of health authorized under section
145A.04 shall advise counsel of protective
measures recommended to protect counsel from
possible transmission of the communicable
disease. Appointments shall be made and
counsel compensated according to procedures
developed by the Supreme Court. The
procedures shall provide standards for
determining indigency for purposes of appeal.
A person seeking an appeal who does not meet
the indigency standard may, upon motion by the
commissioner of health or local public health
board and subsequent court order, reimburse the
Department of Health or local public health
board for the attorney fees and costs incurred in
the person’s appeal. Counsel appointed for a
respondent must be allowed to withdraw from
representation and is not required to pursue an
appeal if, in the opinion of counsel, there is
insufficient basis for proceeding.

(c) The court may choose to conduct a hearing
under subdivision 3 or 4 by telephonic,
interactive video, or other electronic means to
maintain isolation or quarantine precautions and
reduce the risk of spread of a communicable
disease. Otherwise, the manner in which the
request for a hearing is filed and acted upon
shall be in accordance with the existing laws and
rules of the courts of this state or, if the isolation
or quarantine occurs during a national security
or peacetime emergency, any rules that are
developed by the courts for use during a national
security or peacetime emergency.

Subdivision. 6. Data privacy. Data on
individuals contained in the commissioner's
directive under subdivision 2 are health data
under section 13.3805, subdivision 1.
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Subdivision. 7. Delegation. The commissioner
may delegate any authority prescribed in
subdivision 1 or 3 to the local public health
board, according to chapter 145A.

144.4196 Employee Protection

Subdivision 1. Definitions. For purposes of this
section:

(1) “qualifying employee” means a person who
performs services for hire in Minnesota and who
has been subject to isolation or guarantine for a
communicable disease as defined in section
144.419, subdivision 1, clause (2). The term
applies to person who comply with isolation or
guarantine restrictions because of:

(i) _a commissioner’s directive;

(ii) _an order of a federal  guarantine
officer;

(iii) a state or federal court order; or

(iv) a written recommendation of the
commissioner or designee that the
person enter isolation or quarantine;
and

(2) “employer” means any person having one or
more employees in Minnesota and includes the
state and any political subdivision of the state.

Subdivision 2. Protections.

(a) An employer shall not discharge, discipline,
threaten, or penalize a qualifying employee, or
otherwise discriminate in the works terms,
conditions, location, or privileges of the
employee, because the employee has been in
isolation or quarantine.

(b) A qualifying employee claiming a violation
of paragraph (a) may bring a civil action for
recovery of lost wages or benefits, for
reinstatement, or for other relief within 180 days
of the claimed violation or 180 days of the end
of the isolation or quarantine, whichever is later.
A qualifying employee who prevails shall be
allowed reasonable attorney fees fixed by the
court.
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(c) Nothing in this subdivision is intended to
alter sick leave or sick pay terms of the
employment relationship.

Subdivision 3. Limitations. The protections of
subdivision 2 do not apply to work absences due
to isolation or guarantine for periods longer than
21 consecutive work days. However, absences
due to isolation or guarantine for period longer
than 21 consecutive work days resulting in loss
of employment shall be treated for purposes of
unemployment compensation in the same
manner as loss of employment due to a serious
illness.

144.4197 Emergency Vaccine
Administration and Legend Drug

Dispensing

(a) When a mayor, county board chair, or
legal successor to such official has declared a
local emergency under section 12.29 or the
governor has declared an emergency under
section 12.31, subdivision 1 or 2, the
commissioner of health may authorize any
person, including, but not limited to, any
person licensed or otherwise, credentialed
under chapters 144E, 147 to 148, 150A, 151,
153, or 156, to administer vaccinations or
dispense legend drugs if the commissioner
determines that such action is necessary to
protect the health and safety of the public.
The authorization shall be in writing and
shall contain the categories of persons
included in the authorizations, any additional
training required before performance of the
vaccination or drug dispensing, and the
duration of the authorization. The
commissioner may, in writing, extend the
scope and duration of the authorization as the
emergency warrants. Any person authorized
by the commissioner under this section shall
not be subject to criminal liability,
administrative penalty, professional
discipline, or other administrative sanction
for good faith performance of the vaccination
or drug dispensing duties assigned according
to this section.

(b) This section expires August 1, 2009.
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