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Dear ir. Chairnmang

Cn Arril 3, 1974, we forimrded our current staff siudy on the D-l
alrceraft yregran Lo your coviittew,  Subse uwutly, we receilved & cory
of th~ recerber 31, L/03, Selected Acguisition arort (CAR) on the B-l
fro1 the Yrvartaent of Jefeass. We recopnize that your coomities
recedves the G4 but we fesl vhat the sigalticant conog ~s in the techs
nical geetion of this latect SAR varrant our calling {hese patters to
your asttention.

=3

Ry letter dated larch 13, 197k, the Cecretary of the Air Force
advis:d vou that ita latest rro_ran cost eatinate vas 715 biliion., OQur
staff cludy stated that the Air Porce vue watligg en intennive review of

W Bed o lrocean and thosoousholantiel coeat o dncreases uould (rotably cceur.
“He alvo rointoed our thos other rajer chaneos roloting to joerforcanca
featebiliticn vere telng cconsidered by the Air Force. 'The ierforiance
Rch&uégp are now reflected in the tochnical soction ef the Decewber 1573
;GAR.

T™wo chanses vhich wa concider to bea veory significant are in the
eotirates of rance for ihe taclie desipn subsonic and su ersouic micsions.
thile thy total distuncues for thesu niisaione have only beam deereancd
T to B ;recnt, the effect Is Lo reduce tha tenctrution distances to and
from jobantial tarcets.  Gbe result is bt ibe nwber of teryots that
can bo, reached oy be signifiecantly roduced four the Yasle design missiona,
Y belicve thal such n rang: ceercuze could have uw serious offact on the
irfeary wiegnion of the J-1 vhich de to sorve tne nuclear deterrence
objueilive thirough delivaery of haavy yavleadr over lowg rouges through s
hoctile enviroonuent.

The depradetion in rarc: is vartly due to tha fact that the esti-
rated wolsht ol the G- has rueredzad to 3,9,°00 1ouds, A we noted in
our ptaif ctudv, bt s the lavel ot vhicih the struciures end landing
£9ar will be ot raxinug declen lead., It s ot thic 7olnt thal additional
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fuel cannot be adided to offnkct Lhe vaunre derradation bosed on the

design miscien. tince the -1 i~ also beli.s desi;red tHr - routh capa-
eity in ita avi-alcr. @y Lpevesces in wvisnles w2l b 1oy renulre

further trade-offg thal could alro inpact on the B-1's nicsion nccowplich-
ments. )

The final chan;se reported in the technical pection of the SAR is
in the tskeoff disivnnce whdch increased an additiosnal 557 feet to 8 cur~
rent estirate of 152 feet. ihis also is rclated to the increased weight

In view of the si-nificent deorenses in the estimates of technical
performance. your committee may wish to auesiion the Department of Defense
on (1) the fupact tuese chen.ez will have on the planned uytili-stion.of
the.B=1.for its stratexie role, and (2) what further chen~es may be $n
the offiny in the cost, schedule and techrnicnl performance of the B-1
pr%‘r’a“.i; & = Fa T T R e Sty D

Bincerely yours,

(SIGNED) EIXTER B, STAATS

Comptroller General
of the Ulnlted States
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