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The Author’s Preface.

H E greateft Pleafure we can enjoy,
after having been amufed with Objects
that excite our Curiofity, is its Gratification.

This powerful Motive induces me to offer
this lictle Work to the Public, whofe generous
Support has raifed me to my prefent Station in
Life: However, the Reader muft not hope,
that after having {pent half an Hour in perul-
ing it, he will be able to do the Tricks as
expertly, as Perfons who have acquired their
Facility from Practice of many Years. Nei-
ther mull it be expected that I fhall give here
a partcular Defcription of all the Picces, that
may {erve to excite Admiration, and produce
Aflonifhment!

Details of this Nature, would make un a
very voluminous Work, and the Cuts necefiary
to fuch an Undertaking, would render ic at
the fame Time very Expenfive.*

I purpofe orly to fatify the intelligent Rea-
der’s Curiofity, by fhewing him all the Springs

* The Author of this Book (Mr. ASTLEY) has
been near feven Years writing ‘and compiling his
general Prattice of training the Horfe for different
Purpofes, with Engravings, and has not yet com-

pleated half,
put
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put into Motion, to amufe and divert him. It
is more interefting than any Perfon would
think, to unfold thefe little Myfteries: when
an unknown Caufe produces ftriking Effects,
the human Mind, naturally fond of the Mar-
vellous, often afcribe them to an imaginary one.

If the Perfon who operates or relates thefe
wonderful Effects, be an eloquent Impoftor,
then, weak Minds may adapt pernicious Pre-
judices, and fall into Errors and Extravagan-
cies that appear fabulous to reafonable Beings.
I could recite feveral Examples, but I fhall
content myfelf with faying, that I formerly
knew a Perfon, who received every Week up-
wards of fifty Letters, in which Credulity and
blind Stupidity, ferioufly marked the prefent
and future Events.

Finally, | am aware of thinking myfelf in-
capable of enlightening the Public, fo far as to
diminifh its Pleafures, by giving a Difgult for
a Species of Eatcrrainment, in which the Impo-
fition of the Aétor, and the Credulity of the
Speator are equally neceffary, and of which
the Charm entirely confilts.

Felix qui potuit rerum Cognofci Caufas,

Virc. GEORG.

NATURAL
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EXPERIMENT the Firft.

The 'G'RAND SULTAN,

HIS Trick thas been fong known and:-ex-
T hibited at #afminfler - Bridge, under the
Name of The kttle learned Turk : It is.an Automaton
Figure, of abaut 17 or, 18 Inches ‘high, holding 2
little Hammer,in ,his Hand, with which he frikes
a fmall ‘Bell. At firft he is taken off the Magical
Table, or Pedeftal, and prefented to the Company
to fhew that-he has no Communication with any
one: ‘And being put again in his Place, the Con-
jurer afks:him, if -he will falute his Mafter ? the
little "Furk: anfwers negatively, ‘by.a' turn of i his
Head: A Moment after he is afked again, if he
will falute the Company, to which: he anfiers by

B an
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an affirmative Bow. A Pack of Cards is prefent-
ed to one of the SpeGators, who.is defired ta draw
one of them at Random; and the Conjurer,
without feeing the Card, or approaching the Auto-
maton, orders him to difcover it, which he does by
2 Number of Strokes upon the Bell, in nearly the
{ame Manner as the little learned Horfe does with
his Foot: Then being afked whether the Card
chofen is Hearts, Diamonds, Spades, or Clubs ; as
the Suits are named he makes an affirmative or
negative Sign with his Head, and his Anfwers are
always conformable to the Truth. He indicates
alfo the Point brought by a Caft of uncogged Dice,
and he anticipates the Point to be produced by a
(econd Throw. - One of the Company having hid
a little Image in a Box, divided into feveral Cells,
he demontrates the Number of the Cells in which
the [ittle’ Puppet 1s concealed ; and to terminate
this Trick in a Judicrouis Manner, when he is afked
who is the moft Amorous of all the Company, he
generally pitches upon {fome  fuperannuated Perfou,
which occafions much‘ Raillery and Laughter.

EXPLANATION.
The Magical Table on which the hittle Turk
is placed, is gencrally covered with: Canvafs, green
Baize, or a Carpet, that lddes three or more Traps,
Conductors or Leavers, fimilar to.thofe ufed in
Pantomimes; thefe Traps, &c. work with Wires,
pafling
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pafling through the Legs (which are hollow) of
the Table, to the Agent underneath the Stage, or
any diftant Place to favour the Experiment, in
like Manner.as Bells are hung from one Chamber

to another,

The little Turk being placed on a Pedeftal, on the
Infide and Bottom of which are three Valves, which
are put in"Motion by the Preflure of the Trap on
the Valvés; in the fame Manner as you would
caufe your Watch to repeat. '

The firt Valve moves the Head to an affirma-
tive Sign, the fecond a Negative, and the third
to move the Arm, to ftrike the Bell, to difcover
the Number, of the Company prefent, the Num-
ber of Spots on any Card, Number of Cards
drawn, &c. &c. The two Figures at St. Dunftas’s
Church that ftrike the Quarters, prove this no
new Experiment; for they,and only they, furnithed
me with the Idea, which I put in general Pra&tice,
in Conjun&tion with my lttle learned, or Conjuring
Horfe, in the Year 1765, at Wefiminfter-Bridge.
Not long after, the Public muft remember I had
the Misfortune to be taken by a Warrant, and
all my Servants, Horfe and Foot, fent to Bridcwell,
and myfelf admitted to Bail. At the following
general Affizes at Kingfton, I {urrendered to take
my Tryal, and the /ittle learned Horfe, and the little
Tugk, with the Magical or Mechanical Table, being

B2 mentioned
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mentioned by the Council, threw the whole Court
into great good Humour; Mr. Howarth and Mr.
Lade (my Council) declared I only borrowed the
Idea from the Figures at St. Dunftan’s Church,
and my Intentions appearing perfectly innocent,
I was acquited of the fuppofed Crime of dealing
with the Devil. However, the invifible Agent,
fully acquainted with the Operator, knows all his
private Signals, as Ships of War, in an Engage-
ment; the turn of his Bedy, right or left, the
Difpofition of his right or left Hand, furnifhes
the invifible Agent with fufficient Inftrution to
pull the Wire, and work the little Turk, conform-
able to the Experiment then exhibiting, for he
always has 2 View of his Mafter through fome
Aperturé or other. As there are only from one
to ten Spots, and four Suits, neceffary to be ob-
ferved to difcover the Card appointed, the Number
of Signals are but Fourteen: Any Perfon who
has feen my little larned Horfe, the learned Mr.
Breflaw, the ingenious Mr." Pinetti, and many
other fagacious Performers, is thoroughly acquainted
with the Manner of forcing and flipping Cards, &c.
to furnith Matter fufficient for a Difcovery, and
thus deceive the Speftators: But fhould any one
require a perfonal Explanation, they may be
fatisfied by attending at my Riding - School,
Weftminfter-Bridge, London,

EXPERI-
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EXPERIMENT  the Second.

The HANDKERCHIEF MARKED, CUT, TORN,
and MENDED,

Two Petfons of the Company are defired to
ftep forwards on the Stage; a Handkerchief is
given them, which they are to hold by the fou
Corners; feveral other Handkerchiefs are afked
from the Company, and as they ~are received,
they are put within the Firft, in order to make
them a Bundle; when there arc ‘about 2 Dozean
of them heaped up together, the two Perfons
who hold the Bundle, caufe one of them to Be
drawn at Random, by a third Spedtator; this laft
is defired to examine its Mark and Number, if any
fuch there be, and to cut off one of the Corners,
with a Pair of Sciffars; any one may cut a Piecc
alfo; dfter that the Handkerchief is torn in Pieees :

1
L2

The Bits and Scraps being gathered together, on
which are poured certain pretended Drugs or
Liquors, all are folded and firmly bound with a
Ribbond, in order to reduce them to 2 {mall Parcel,
then' they are put under a Glafs; a few Moments
after the Handkerchicf is taken to be unfolded,
and every Body acknowledges the Mark, and
the Spe&ators are furprized to fee it has not
received the leaft Damage in the Operation.

B 2 EXPLA-
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EXPLANATION

This Operation which produces fo"general an
Illufion is very fimple: One of the Company
with whom the Juggler is acquainted, having two
Handkerchiefs perfectlyalike, having previoufly de-
pofited one of them in the Hands of the Compeer
concealed behisd the Curtain, throws the other
upon the Stage to perform the Trick with : The
Operator takes Care to put this Handkerchief
uppermoft in making the Bundle, though he affects
to mix them together promifcuoufly ; the Perfon
whom he defires to draw one of the Handkerchiefs,
takes naturally that which comes firft to Hand; he
defires to fhake them again, on Pretence to em-
bellith the Opcration: The Juggler having fhaked
them over again himfelf, to bring the right Hand-
kerchief uppermoft, defires fomebody lefs pene-
trating, whofe Mien denotes Simplicity, and who
in putting his Hand into the Bundle, takes with-
out Ceremeny the firft that prefents itfelf. When
the Handkerchief is torn and carefully folded up,
it is put under a Glafs, on a T'able placed near a
Partition; in that Fart of the Table on which it is
denofited, is a little Trap, which opens, and
jets it fall into a Drawer ; the Compeer hid behind
¢he Curtain pafles his Hand within the Table,

; the 'frap, and fubfltitutes a fecond Hand-

kerchief
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kerchief inftead of the Firft, then fhuts the Trap,
which fits fo exaétly the Hole it clofes, it feems
one and the fame Piece with the Surface of
the Table, and deceives by this Means the Eyes
of the moft incredulous and penetrating Spectator.

EXPERIME N T the Third,

The ARTIFICIAL BIRD, SINGING at the
Company’s COMMAND,

'This Bird perched on a Bottle; fings without
any preliminary Exercife any Tune demanded of
him, even compofed upon the Spot, by the moit
confummate Muficians: He fings equally as
well when tranfported from one Bottle to another
upon different Tables: The Wind ifluing out
of his Beak is ftrong enough to extinguifh a
Candle, and to rekindle it; this may be done

when he is even taken away from the Bottle and
held in the Hand.

NP LYAT N KT PO

Behind the Curtain, a Part of which covers the
Partition, are two hollow metal Cones, thefe Cones
which are unequal, ferve the Compeeras a {peaking
Trumpet, in the fame Manner as the fpeaking
Figure lately exhibited in Loadin, The Compeer

imitating
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imitating the Voice of a Bird, as the cclebrated
Roffignol, and follows the Tunes which the Mu-
ficians play by Heart, or from a Mufic, Book laid
before them ; if the Tune propofed fhould be
too difficult for the Muficians and the Compeer
to exccute, without previous Exercife, the Compa-
ny is informed, that to render the Trick more
furprizing, the Bird will begin, by finging fome
Tune well known, from which it will pafs fudden-
Iy to the Tune in Queftion: This is done to gain
Time; fome of the Muficians avail themfelves of the
Interval, by obferving more particularly the Mufic,
and the Compeer makes ufe of the two different
Echoes, to convey his Voice to two different
Points, according to the Table and Bottle on
which the Bird ftands. The Bird contains
in its Belly a little double Pair of Bellows, like
thofe of a Serenatta, and between its Feet is a
moveable Fin which works the Bellows; this
Pin in entering the Neck of the Bottle, leans.on
a Piece of Wood, which cannot be perceived, from
the Eottle’s Opacity : This Piece laying vertically
on the moveable Bottom of the Bettle, can eafily
move the Bellows, and be made to move by the
Engines placed under ‘the Carpet, when' the
Compeer draws the Wire concealed in  the
Feet of the Table; by this Means the Bellows
are moved to extinguifh the Candle, and to con-
vince the Speators that the Veice 1§ really form-

ed
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ed in the Birds Throat, by the Wind that iflues
forth from his Beak. When the Conjurer takes
the Bird in his Hand, he works the Bellows
himfelf with his ‘'Thumb, and the Wind extinguifh-
ing the Candle, perfuades the Company that
the Bird fings, independent of the Machine con-
cealed in the T'able and behind the Partition: The
Candle being but juft extinguithed, and the Wick
till hot, cannot. poflibly approach the Bird’s Beak
without being illuminated; for Care is taken to
put a little Flower of Brimftorie in it, which pro-
duces the Effeé&ts of a Match.

EXPERIMENT the Fourth.

The DANCING CARD.

One of the Company is defired to draw a Card,
which the Conjurer fhuffies again with the Others,
and then orders it to appear upon the Wall; the
Card inftantly obeys, then advancing by Degrees,
and according to Orders, it alcends in a ftraight
Line, from right to left; it difappears on the Top
of the Wall, and 2 Moment after it appears again,
and continues to Dance upon an horizontal
Line, &c. &e¢.

EXPLA-
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EXPLANATION.

This :Trick is fo fimple, that I could have dif-
penfed with fpeaking of it; it confifts 'in the firft
Place; in obtaining a forced Card drawn,- which
is eafily known by the Card being larger than
the reft ; after having fhuffled it with the Others,
it is taken out of the Pack, the bétter to impole
upon the Company : The Inflant it is ordered
to appear on the Wall, the Compeer. or invifible
Agent very .expertly draws a Thread, at the End
of which is faftened a fimilar.Card, which comes
out from behind a Glafs; another Thread drawn
very tight, on which it {lides, by the Means. of
fome very fmall filk Rings faftened, running there-
on, prefcribes its Motion and Progrefs.

Si parva bict componere Magnis.,

EXPERIMENT the Fifth.

The CARD NATLED to the WaLL 'with a
PistorL -SHo0T.

The Conjurer obtains a Card drawn, and re-
quefts the Perfon who has chofen it, to tear off
one of its Corners, and to obferve it well to know
it again ; he takes the Card thus torn and tears
it all to Pieces, burns it, and reduces it to Athes;
He then gets a Pifto] loaded with Powder, mixed

and
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and confounded with' the f{aid Afhes, and inftead
of a leaden Ball, a Nail, marked by one of the
Company, is put into the Barrel; then the Pack
of Cards is thrown up into the Air, the Piftol
is fired, and the burnt Card is found nailed againft
the. Wall, the Piece torn froaf it is theh produced,
and found to fit exactly the Flace from whence
it was torn, and the Nail is acknowledged to be
the {ame, by the Perfon who marked it.

EXPLANATION

A Corner of the chofen Card being torn, the
Conjurer fteps: into his Clofet, takes a fimilar
Card and tears a Corner of it exactly in the fame
Manner ; returning on the Stage, he afks for the
chofen Card, places 1t fubtily under the Pack,
and expertly fubftitutes that which he has ' pre-
pared, in order to burn it in its ftead; he then
lays hold of the Piftol for the firft "Tune, under
Pretence of fhewing how it fhould be cocked,
fired, and handled ; ‘one of the Company is then
defired to load the liftol with fome Powder and
Paper; he f{eizes this Interval to convey the Card
to his invifible Agent, who {peedily nails it upon
a fquare Piece of Board, which ferves to fhut
up hermetically a Hole made in the Partition and
the Hangings, but which is invifible, being cover-
ed with a Piece of the fame; by this Means the
Card nailed to the Wall or Partition does not yet

appear ;
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appear ; the Piece of Tapefbry with which it is
covered is flightly faftened on one Side with two
Pins, and on the other to a Tihread, the loofe End
of which the Compeer holds in his Hand: ' As
foon as this laft hears the Piftol fired, he draws
the Thread, and rapidly tranfporis the Piece of
Tapeftry behind ‘the Glafs, theCard confequently
appears, and as it is the fame ‘that had been
marked with the Nail juft put isto the Piftel, it
is no Wonder that this Trick, fo difficult to ac-
count for, obtains the Applaufe of a numerous
Aflembly : It depends intirely on firft Joading the
Piftol with Powder, after which- a Tin Tube is
covered on the Charge of Powder, -the: Card and
Nail being rammed down in the Tin Tuve; the
Piftol being -inverted, the Tube and its Contents
fall into the Conjurer’s Hand 'to convey to his
invifible Agerit.

N. B. If any onc fhould fulpect that the Nail
in the Piftol has been juggled, his Sufpicion is pro-
tefted againft, and he is defired to come again the
next Day to be convinced of his Error; then he
is prefented with a Piftol which is taken to Pieces,
to thew him that there is not the leaft Preparation.

EXPE-
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EXPERIMENT the Sixth.

The BurnT CARD SHUT UP IN A WATCH.

Here the Conjurer prefents the Company with
a Pack of :Cards, and gets one of them drawn at
Random ; he borrows “three 'Watches, which one
of the Speators ‘is defired to fold up in three
different Pieces ‘of Paper; they are then laid on
a Table and covered with'‘a Napkin ; the chofen
Card is burnty and its Afhes are put into a Box ;
fhortly ' after’ the ' Box is opened, but the "Afhes
are gone: the three Watches are laid on 2 Plate,
and ‘one of the Company is defired to choofe one
of them and: open it, in which he finds under the
Glafs a Piece of the burnt Card; and under the
Watch-Cafe, a fmall Card, reprefenting in Mi-
niature, that reduced to Afhes.

EX,PPL A NA T I ON.

The chofen Card is known dire¢tly by the
Difpofition of the Pack mentioned in the firft:
Experiment; the Watches well enveloped in Paper,
are laid on the little Trap fpoken of in the fecond
Experiment: as foon as the Compeer, is acquaint-
ed with the Card drawn, he ftretches. out his Arm
under the Table and takes one of the Watches,
in which he depofits the Card, deftined to be pro-

C duced
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duced before the Company: the Watches fhould
be covered with a Napkin, luftained by feveral
Bottles, or fomething fimilar, otherwife the Com-
peer’s Hand would be perceived moving the Nap-
kin. The three Watches are: prefented to a
By-Stander upon a Plate, with Care to turn
next to him that which contains the Card in
Miniature, and which is marked by having a little
of its Corner torn : If the Perfon fhould be cun-
ing, and waggifhly affeéts to take the Watch next
to him, he is defired to mix and confound them
well together, under the Pretence of embellith-
ing the Trick, and the Stratagem fpoken of in
Experiment the Second, is put in Execution.
The Method of caufing the Afhes of a burnt Card
to difappear in a Box, confifts in depofiting a bit
of Wood or Pafteboard within the Lid, which
fills it exactly in Length and Breadth, and which
neverthelefs is loofe enough to fall down into the
Bottom of the Box when it is fhut; the Piece
of Wood or Pafteboard being of the fame Colour
as the Infide of the Box, forms a double Bottom,
hides the Afhes from the Eyes of the dazzled
Speétator, who in the fame Moment is induced to
think that the Afhes are taken out in order to
be combined anew, to produce the Card in Mi-
niature, which is found in the Watch.

EXPE-
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EXPERIMENT the Seventh.

The Piece of Moncy fhut up in a Box, from whence

it c/}apes without its. being touched.

One of the Company is intreated to hold a Box,
into which a Piece of Money ora Ring is depo-
fited in his Prefence; the Conjurer withdraws from
the Perfon, and begs of him to fhake the Box a
little; when ‘the Picce is confequently heard to
rattle within, At the third Shake it is ftill heard,
but at the fourth, it is no more in the Box, for it
is found in the Shoe of one of the Company.

EXPEANATILON.

Every Conjurer carries 2 Quantity of thefe Boxes
about for Sale; that which caufed fo much Admi-
ration in Londom, differs from the others only in
being a little better made, amd belonging to a
Man who knows how to embellith his Tricks by
all Sorts of favourable Circumftances. This Box
is made fo, that in fhaking it foftly up and down,
you hear the Piece it contains—but in fhaking it
ftrongly in an horizontal Dire&ion, a little Spring
falls upon the Piece, and hinders it from founding,
which excites the Opinion of its being no more
therein. He who does the Trick, then touches
the Box, on Pretence of thewing how it thould be

: Ca2 fhaken;
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fhaken ; and though it be locked, the Piece drops
into your Hand, through a little Chink, which
opens fecretly. He leaves the Box with the fame
Perfon, and caufes’ the Company to imagine the
Piece is ftill in the Box, or it is not, according to
the Manner in which it is fhaken. . In fine; he
caufes the Piece to be found in the Shoe of a
Perfon who is, or 1s not, in Correfpondence: with
him, and has furnithed him with a fimilar Piece;
or by fending fome Perfon to flip it dexteroufly
over the Floor. In this laft Cafe it is found on
the Ground only, and the Perfon is made to be-
lieve that he let it fall in taking off his Shoe.

EXPERIMENT the Eighth.

The Writing concealed in a Snuff’ Box, from whence
it is taken outy without touching the Box, and found

in a Wax Candle.

The Conjurer borrows a Snuff Box from one of
the Company, who he defires to write 2 Phrafe of
his own Choice, on a little Piece of: Paper. - This
Woriting is put into the Box ; another ‘Perfon foon
after takes it out, reduced to' Afhes, and at laft, it
is caufed to be found in a2 Wax Candle, at the
Choice of one of the Speclators.

EXPLA-
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EXPLANATION.

The Box borrowed fhould be neither Gold,
Silver, nor hinged. A plain round Box of Pafte-
board will fuffice, of which the infide is blackifh, and
whofe Lid may be taken off. While the Spectator
writes the Phrafe, the Lid is conveyed away into
the adjacent Clofet. It is quickly placed there
upon a Sheet of Lead, which is cut round with a
Pair of Sciffars, to make a double Bottom f{imilar
to that fpecified in the fixth Experiment. It is
put into the Lid with a little Piece of Paper, folded
up in four, hid underneath it. The Conjurer re-
turns on the Theatre, and gets the written Paper
folded up, in the fame Manner as that concealed
in the Lid. The Spe&ator is defired to put his
Writing in the Snuff Box; then it is covered, and
the double Bottom, which the Lid contains, falls
into the Box, hides the Writing, and leaves vifible
only the other Paper. In taking this Paper, in or-
der to burn it, the Spe@ator is duped, for he inno-
cently leaves his Writing in the Box. Then he
is defired to put this falfe Paper into a Tin Shovel,
and to prefent it to thc Flames, in order to burn
it, and to hold it at a' certain Diftance to heat
flowly. This laft Circumftance is only a Pretence
to gain T'ime, while the Conjurer carries the Box
and the Writing to his Clofet: he has there a

C3 Wax
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Wax Candle prepared, of which one end, like
thofe of Church Tapers, is pierced with an Iron
of a conic Form. Itis in this hollow Cone he
puts-haftily the Writing in Queftion, and fills up
the Aperture with fome warm Wax, the better to
incorporate with the Candle. He mixes and con-
founds this Candle with feveral others, and caufes’
it to be chofen preferably, by Means of the Stra-
tagem mentioned in the fecond Experiment. -

The fame Means are employed to produce the
Writing in an Orange, a Guinea in a Cafket, or
a Lemon, &c. &c.

EXPERIMENT the Ninth.

Three Pen Knives having been pat into a Silver Cup,
One of Which jumps out at the Command of any of
the Speflators,

Three Pen Knives are borrowed from different
Perfons of the Company ; they are put into a Cup
which ftands upon a Table; it is thewn that the
Table has no Communication with the Cup, and
that this laft contains no Kind of Preparation ;
neverthelefs, one of the Knives, at any one of the
Spectator’s Defire, jumps upon the Ground, and
the qthér two remain Motionlefs,

EXPLA-
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EXPLANATION

. When the Cup is, laid upon the Table, a Falf
Crown Piece i3 {lipt into the Bottom of it, faftened
in the Middle to.a {fmall black Silk Thread. - This
Thread mounts. perpendicularly to'the Ceiling, and
goes to join :the Hand of the Compeer; who
draws the Thread upon a Moment’s Notice, and
dexteroufly makes that Pen Knife jump out of the
Middle, which was the only one placed on the
Half Crown Piece; the others fall immediately to
the Bottom of the Cup.

EXPERIMENT. the Tenth.

Zhe D AN CE of the E G G.

Three Eggs are carried upon the Stage; two
are laid upon the Table; the third is put into a
Hat. - ‘A little Cane, or a Switch, borrowed from
one of the Company, which is thewn, not to have
been in any Manner prepared, is laid acrofs the
Hat; at the fame Inftant the Hat falls down upon
the Ground, the Egg adheres faft to the Cane, as
if it were glued to it; then the Mufic begins to
play, and the Egg; as if fenfible of the Harmony,

{lips ‘in turning from one End of the Cane to

EXPLA=
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E X P L AN.A.T;I.OyN,

The Egg is faftened to a Thread, with a little
Peg, put in lengthways, and which leans tranfverfly
upon the infide Surface of the Shell. The Hole
made to introduce the Peg, is ftopt up with a little
white Wax. The other End of the Thread is
faftened to the Conjurer’s Cheft of his Body, with
a Pin bent in the Form of a Hook; the Cane
pafling underneath the Thread, very near the Egg,
ferves to {upport it. As foon as the Mufic begins
the Conjurer pufhes the Cane from left to right, or
from right to left, and moves his Body unperceiv-
ed, and at firft Sight the Egg feems to run along
the Cane, witheut any vifible Affiftance ; but this
is only a Delufion of the Sight, for it is conftantly
faftened to the Thread ; its Centre of Gravity re-
mains always at the fame Diftance from the Hook
which retains it; it is the Cane, which in fliding
prefents, fucceflively, its different Points to the
Surface of the Egg, as it moves or dances.

EXPERIMENT the Eleventh,

Of the Birp’s DEATH, and RESURRECTION.

The Egg chofen out of the three, to dance on
the Cane, being broken, but prefently changed by
the Conjurer to the real Egg, to fhew that it had
not been previoufly prepared, the two others left
upon the Table, are taken.up; one of which is

chofen
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chofen by a Speftator, and, in breaking out flies
a living ‘Canary Bird. ~A Lady of the Company
s defired to take the Bird into her Hand, and foon
after it is found to be dead. Then it is taken
from her, and laid under' a Glafs upon a Table;
fome Minutes after the Glafs is taken off, and the
Bird flies away.

EXPLANATIEON

Two Eggs are émptied, and the half of the
Shells. are taken and adjufted. together with two
little Strips of Paper, glued in the Form of a Zone,
oran Equator. .Being thus prepared;:they repre-
fent an Egg, and can contain a little living Canary.
Bird, provided a little Hole be made in it wuh a
Pin, to permit its free/Relpiration.

" The Inftant this Bird is delivered- into .the
Hands of a Perfon who condefcends to hold it,
the Conjurer flifles it by a hard Squeeze between
his- Finger and Thumb. = It is then. put undera
Glafe, upon the Trap before-mentioned, in the firft
Experiment,’that the Compeer may place a living
orie in its Stead,

EXPE+
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EXPERIMENT the Twelfth.

The GorLpeN HEAD on three Rings, Dancing and
Fumping in a Glafs, to anfwer different Queflions.

To fhew that this Head is defolate and void of
Communication, feveral Crown Pieces are placed
in the Bottom of a Glafs, covered with a clofe Lid,
which notwithftanding, does not hinder this Head,
defcribed to be of mafly Gold, to jump into the
Glafs, to anfwer many Queftions propofed. At
the fame Time a Bunch of Rings, feen in another
Glafs at a little Diftance, perform the fame Mo-
tions; as by Sympathy.

EXPLANATION,

A fecond Head is put in the Place of the Firft
thewn to the Company, and taken off the Table
on which the Operation is to be made: This
fecond Head is faftened to a Silk Thread, which,
pafling through the Table, reaches under the Stage
to join the Compeer, who dances either the Rings,
or Head at Pleafure, in order to correfpond pro-
perly with the Conjurer; and the Rings jump in like
Manner at Pleafure,

EXPE-
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EXPERIMENT the Thirteenth.

The RinGs pafled on a pousrLE RiBpownD,

In 2 great Number of Rings furnithed by the
Company, two Ribbonds are introduced, of which
the Ends are given to two Couple of the Spectators
to hold ; foon after, without hurting the Rib-
bonds, and without taking off the Rings over
either of the Ends, they are loofed from the Rib-
bonds, and returned to their Owners.

Thefe Strings or Ribbonds, with the Balls, or
Beads, are fold at moft Toy-Shops in London, as
well as many other Commodities for fuch Kind
. of Experiments.

EXPLANATILION.

Ozamon, about a Century fince, publithed, in
his Mathematical Recreations, the Manner of
doing this Trick; it is known by all Conjurers by
the Name of Ay Grandmother’s Beads, from their
ufing little Balls inftead of Rings: To perform
this Trick with Succefs, firft double cne of the
Ribbonds, fo that the two Ends of it touch one
another ; do the fame with the Second, and then
faften them both together, with @ Thread of the
fame Colour round their Middle: This being
previoufly prepared, when you are going to perform

the
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the Trick, give one of the Spetators the two
Ends of the firft Ribbond ‘to hold, and thofe of
the Second to another, by this Means their Eyes
are deceived ; each thinking he holds in his Hand
the Extremities of two different Ribbonds, but it is
quite otherwife;; for if in this Pofition they were to
pull hard enough to break the Thread, the Rib-
bonds would confequently feparate, and the Rings
fall upon the Ground : But to avoid this Accident;
and to finifh the Trick with Succefs, you mutft
beg of them to approach one -another, and afk
each of them to give one. of the Ends they hold;
involve them together fo as to make a Kot, and
render to each, that which the. other. held before 4
by this Means each of them then hold the Extre-
mities of two different Ribbonds: Soon after the
Cheat can no longer be perceived; the Rings
which have never been paffed on both Ribbonds
are taken off much more eafily when the Thread
is broken, and the Spe@ator who thought them
really pafled on both, is furprized to fee them
difengaged.

EXPERIMENT the Fourteenth.
The CARDs named, difcovered with the E yes blinded.

A Pack of Cards are -caufed to be drawn upon
the Stage by fomebody in one of the firft Boxes - A
Woman
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Woman arriving " in ‘the Amphitheatre, or on the
Stage, at the fame' Inftant, names all the Cards
juft drawn, without -making the" leaft Miftake
with regard to their Colour, Number, &c.

EXPLANATION.

The Cards are difpofed as we obferved in the
firft Experiment. The Conjurer having, un-
noticed, obferved the Card drawn, he: informs
his Wife, or. Agent, even at the very Inftant
he promifes he will take particular Care he or
fhe fhall know nothing about it: he fays he will
not fpeak a:Word, while his Wife names the
Cards, and that the Perfon who holds them fhall
be confined to fhew them to the Company, by
faying this is fuch or fuch a Card, &c. It is in
this laft Phrafe e names the Card, which is un-
derneath; his Wife; who hears him, and who
knows by Heart the Difpofition ‘of the Pack, names
the Cards which follow it; that is to fay, for In-
ftance, if ‘fhe is given to underftand ‘that the 1qth
is underneath, fhe names the 1oth, the r7th, &c.
Having mentioned the whole Pack, her Hufband,
who, during this Time, never fpeaks 2 Word, re-
fumes the Ufe of his Speech, and begs of the Per-
fon who had chiofen them, to afk what are the

D others
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others that remain un-named ; the Wife is inform-
ed by this Queftion, that there is not one remain-
ing, and anfwers accordingly.

EXPERIMENT the Fifteenth.

The SympaTHETIC LAMP.

This Lamp is put upon a Table; the Conjurer
gives a Signal to the Compeer to blow in a Pipe,
without directing the Wind to the Place where
it is lard, and neverthelefs it extinguifhes it imme-
drately, as if fome Perfon had blown it out.

£aX P'L A'N:A FIT'0°N.

The Candleftick which bears the Lamp, con-
tains a Pair of Bellows in its Bafis, by which the
Wind is conveyed ftraight to the Flame through a
little Pipe. 'The Compeer, under the Stage, or
behind the Curtain, in moving the Machinery,
concealed under the Table, makes the Bellows

blow to extinguifh the Lamp in the Moment
defired.

EXPE-
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EXPERIMENT the Sixteenth,

The Littre HunTsman.

It is a little Image about the Size of the little
Turk, mentioned in the firft Exp. Tt holds
a Bow in its Hand, with an Arrow, which is fhot
the very Inftant the Company thinks proper, and
{trikes a Pafteboard marked and placed on the Top
of a Column. 'This Pafteboard is divided into
feveral Circles, which are numbered, and the Ar-

row always enters a Number previoufly chofen by
one of the SpeQtators.

E X P.L A N:A:T10uN;

The A&tion of the Spring, which pufhes the
Arrow is retained for a Moment, by a Pin, which
the Compeer takes off at Pleafure, in moving the
Machinery, concealed in the Table. When this
Pin is pufhed, the Shaft flies rapidly towards the
Pafteboard, as the Cock of the Piftol falls upon
the Hammer when one draws the Trigger. ‘

In laying the Automaton on the Table, it muft
be placed fo, that the Arrow points exally at one
of the numbered Circles, which will be the eafier
done, the lefs this is diftant from the Mark. To
caufe the Number te- which the Dart is pointed

D2 to
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to be chofen, forced Cards muft be prefented to
one of the Speftators, who muft, according to
Art, choofe the Number in Queftion. This de-
pends upon-a particular Addrefs of the Conjurer,
very difficult to be defcribed by Words. How-
ever. it may be faid in general to confift, Firft,
In putting the Card pitched upon under the Pack
Secondly, On keeping it always in the fame Place,
though one fhuffles, or feems to thuffle the Cards,
to make. People think that neither of \the Cards
has been feen.. Thirdly, To pafs, this Card into
the Middle of the Pack, the very Inftant it is
prefented. Fourthly, On making feveral Cards
pafs before the Speftator’s Hand, to caufe him to
think he may ¢hoofe either of them indifferently.
Fifthly, in making thefe Cards.pafs rapidly, that
he may not have Time to take any other. In
fine, in flipping dexteroufly the Card intended into
his Hand, intreating him at the fame Time very
1villy, 1n- order to deceive him, to take which he
pleafes; for it requires no fmall Share of Impuldeiice
to perform Experiments of this Kind.

EXPE-
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EXPERIMENT the Seventeenth.

The Ball thrown into the little three doared Houfz,
and iffuing from either at Command,

PR T EAWATT-I" O N,

An inclined Pipe, in which the Ball rolls down-
wards, has in its lower Part, at different Heighths,
two Holes, which are fhut by Valves opened by
the Compeer’s playing the Machinery under the
Stage. Thefe two Holes; from the opening and
extremity of two other Pipes, which reach the one
to the Right, the other to the Left, to two differ-
ent Doors; the firft Pipe reaches to the middle
Door. If it be defired that the Ball fhould iffue
from the right Hand Door, the Compeer plays the
Machinery to open the firft Valve which the Ball
meets in coming down. This Valve being open,
the Ball naturally falls into the fecond Tube, which
conveys it to the right Hand Door.

If it be defired that the Ball fhould pafs ar the
left Hand Door, the Compeer, by Means of another
Piece of Machinery, opens the fecond Valve, and
the Ball pafling over the firft, which is fthut, ne-
ceflarily falls into the third Tube, which conveys
it to the Door.demanded. In {hort, if it be defired

D 3 that
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that the Ball fhould come out at the middle Door,
the Compeer has nothing to do; becaufe the Ball
runs dire&@ly to it, in following the firft Tube,
without falling into either of the two others.

EXPERIMENT the Eighteenth.

TuroPERASTUS PARACELSUS; ofy The Pigeon
killedy; by the Thruft of a Swordy given to its
Shade or Image.

The Name of Theophraftus Paracelfus, 1s given
to this T'rick, becaufe it is pretended that a Man
fo called killed his Brother, by ftabbing his Piture
with a Dagger. This Anecdote, which undoubt-
edly is not related by cotemporary Hiftorians, nor
by Eye Witnefles, thould be confidered without
Doubt, 4s Apocryphal. However, the Trick in
Queftion confifts in faftening a Pigeon by the
Neck to a double Ribbond, drawn very tight, and
{uftained by two Columns ; and in cutting off the
Animal’s Head, without touching it, in the very
Inftant the Sword is thruft aty or drawn againft
the Shadow of the Bird.

EXA T L ANA'T 1AL N.

The two double Ribbonds towhich the Pigeon is
faftened, conceal a very fharp little Stecl Blade,
bent
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bent in the Form of a Sickle. This DBlade is
faftened to a Silk String; which, pafling between
the two Ribbonds, and through one of the Co-
lumns, reaches’ the Hands of the Compeer, under-
neath the Stage. The Pigeon’s Neck fhould be
controuled by a kind of a Silken Ring, to hinder
it from advancing or retreating. He who per-
forms the Trick, draws his Sword upon the Bird’s
Shadow, and at this Inftant giving a hard Stamp
with his Foot, as a Signal for the Compeer to
draw the String, caufes the Sickle, which em-
braces the Pigeon’s Neck, to cut off its Head.

EXPERIMENT the Nineteenth.

The Mac1¢ NosEGAY, blowing at the Word of

Command,

F L A NAT IO N

The Branches of this Nofegay may be made of
rolled Paper, of Tin, or any other Matter what-
ever, provided they be hollow or empty. -~ They
mutt, in the firft Place, be pierced in feveral Places,
in Order to apply to them little Mafles of Wax,
reprefenting Flowers and Fruits, Secondly, this
Wax muft be enveloped with fome gummed
Taffety, or a very thin Gold Beater’s Skin.
Thirdly, thefe Envelopings muft be quickly glued

to
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to the Branches, fo as to feem a Part of them, or
at leaft a Prolongation. Fourthly, the Colours of
the Flowers and Fruits they reprefent, muft be
given tnem. Fifthly, the Wax muft be heated,
ull it melts, and runs down the Branches, and
Handle of the Nofegay.

After this Preparation, if you pump the Air
through the Stem of the Nofegay, the Envelopings
will of Courfe contra& themfelves, fo as to appear
withered, &c. and as you blow the Wind pene-
trating into the Ramifications of the Branches,
the Envelopings, like little wroftatical Balloons,
dilate themfelves  fo as to refume their primitive
and blowing Appearance.

To perform this Trick you muft begin by
twifting and prefling lightly all thefe Envelopings,
and render them almoft inyifible, by making them
to enter into the Branches of the Nofegay: then
the Nofegay muft be placed in a Kind of a Bottle,
containing a little Pair of Bellows, and of which
the moveable Bottom being put in Motion, by the
Machinery in the Table, may fwell the Envelop-
ings at the Moment required.

EXPE-
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EXPERIMENT the Twentieth:

The Ring in_a Pifloly found afterwards in the Beat
of @ Turtle Dove, in a Box previoufly vifited, and
fealed up.

One of the Company is defired to put his Ring
into a Piftol, loaded by one of the Speftators. An
empty Box is thewn to the Company, which is
caufed to be fhut by a third Perfon, who faftens it
with a Ribbond, which he feals with his own
Arms. Then this Box is put upon a Table; of
which the Company never lofes Sight; neverthe-
lefs, after having fired the Piftol, on opening the
Box, this fame Ring is difcovered in the Beak of
a Dove.

EXELANATION

On Pretence to fhew how to handle the Piftol,
the Conjurer lays hold of it, and dexteroufly with-
draws the Ring, in the fame Manner he did the
Nail {poken of in the fifth Experiment. It is carried
to the Compeer, who puts it dire@ly in the Beak
of a tame Dove ; he then extends his Arm to the
Infide of the Table, placed near the Partition, in
order to open the Trap, mentioned in the Second
Experiment, and puts the Bird into the Box, of

which
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which the Bottom opens fecretly. The fealed
Ribbond which furrounds the Box, cannot hinder
it from opening, becaufe it is done only by one
half of the Bottom opening infide inftead of out-
fide ; and great Care is before taken not to make
a fecond turn with the Ribbond, which croffing
the firft, would oppofe the Introdu&ion of the
Dove.

We fhall not mention here the Means for mak-
ing fuch a Box, for it would not only require a
long Difcourfe to explain, fince there is not a
Joiner, Ebonift, or Cabinet Maker, of any Intel-
ligence, who does not invent, or know, feveral Se-
crets of this Kind. Thofe who are defirous to
perform the Experiment, may confult or fee my
Apparatus at JVe¢flminfler-Bridge.

EXPERIMENT the Twenty-firft,
The Coffcr that opens at Pleafure.

EXPLANATIO-N,

This Coffer contains a Puppet, whofe Carcafe
forms a Kind of a Pudding Spring, 7. ¢. a2 Wire
wound up in a {piral Form; thus the little Image,
though higher than the Coffer, may ftand upright
therein, when it is fhut; as its Body is contraéted

by
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by Preflure. The Coffer leans upon the Machi-
nery, which has a Communication with the Bolt
of the Lock, and the Centre of the Table. When
the Bolt is difengaged from the Staple, the above
Spring finding no other Refiftance than the
Weight of the Lid, forces it ealily to rife. This
the invifible Agent can always perform in Concert
with the Conjurer.

EXPERIMENT the Twenty-fecond.

The CARD fpringing up into the Air, from the Pack,
without being touched.

One of the Cards is drawn, which is afterwards
put in, and thuffled with the reft of the Pack ; then
the Pack is put into a kind of a fquare Spoon,
placed upright upc;n a Bottle, which ferves it as a
Pedeftal, and at the Company’s pleafure the Card
inftantly flies up into the Air.

EXPLANAKNTID N

In the firft Place, a forced Card muft be chofen,
in the Manner defcribed Exp. the Sixteenth; then
the Pack muft be placed in the Spoon, fo that the
chofen Card may lean on a Pin, bent in the Form
of a Hook ; this Pin is faftened to a Thread, and
afcending through the Pack, leans upon the upper

End
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End of the Spoon ; then it defcends under the Stage,
through the Table : “In this Difpofition, the Com-
peer cannot pull the Thread, without draging along
with it the Hook and Card, which caufes it to be
perceived as flying in the Air: "The Thread
flides upon the blunt Edge of the Spoon as eafily
as if it run ina Pully.

In order to place the Cards in the Spoon quick
enough, that the Speftators may perceive. no Pre-
paration, care muft be taken that another Pack
is prefented dexteroufly on the Table : The chofen
Card in the other, with the Hook and Thread,
muft be previoufly prepared as above defcribed.

EXPERIMENT the Twentyfth'ird.

The WATcH POUNDED in.a MORTAR,

A Watch is borrowed from one of the Com-
pany, which is immediately put into a Mortar:
Some Moments after, another Perfon is.defired to
break it, the Wheels, the Fufee, the Spring, and
the Barrel are fhewn, crufthed and fralured': Final-
ly,.in 2 few Minutes after, the Watch- is returned.
to.the Liender. uninjured,: who acknowledges it to

be his owa.

EXPLA-
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EXPLANATTION,

In order to fucceed, and produce an Illufion in
doing this Trick, care muft be taken to put into
the Mortar a fecond Watch, whofe Hands, Chain
and Trinkets, refemble in fome Meafure thofe of
the Firft, which is not very difficult; becaufe we
may be acquainted with the Perfon who lends the
Watch, or addrefs ourfelves to a Perfon, whofe
Watch we have had an Opportunity elfewhere
to examine.

After having replaced the fraCtured Watch in:
the Mortar, the Company muft be amufed an
Inftant with a new Trick, while all the Pieces are
gathered out of the Mortar, and the firt Watch
placed in their Room.

EXPERIMENT the Twenty-fourth.,

A Piftol loaded with Powder and Ball, and difcharged

at any Perfon, who dextereufly receives the Ball on
the Point of a Knife.

The Conjurer prefents one of the Company
with 2 common Piftol; fome' Power, and a real
Lead Ball to load, The Conjurer then; at the
Diftance of fix Yards, defires the Perfon to cock

E the
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the Piftol, and difcharge it at him, who holds a
Knife immediately, directed to the Mouth of the
Piftol, and thus catches the Ball on the Point of
the faid Knife,

EXPLANATION.

The Stratagem in the latter End of Experiment
the Fifth, is alfo ufed in the above, in which a
Ball is fixed inftead of a Nail, excepting that the
Conjurer has a double bladed Knife; on one of
which Blades is previoufly fixed a Ball, which is
concealed by his Hand; and the Moment the Piftol
is fired, this Ball is expofed to the Obfervance of
the Audience, as if inftantanedufly caught from
the faid Piftol’s Difcharge. This Finefle has been
happily pra&tifed by Mr. 4fley, in the Year 1762,
during the late War in Germany, where two of
his Comrades having fome Difference, they agreed
to decide it by a Duel, in which he was chofen as
one of the Seconds. Being aflured of the Courage
of the two Antagonifts, he devifed this Method to
preferve either or both of them from being killed or
wounded. He, therefore, caufed a Tin Tube to be
made for each Piftol, exa@ly correfponding with
the Circumference of their Barrels. Each of thefe
“Fubes being depofited unperceived in each Piftol,
upon a Charge of Powder only, the Ball was next

put
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put in, before the Combatants, and, thus charged,
the Piftols were prefented to them, while they took
Care in giving the Piftols, to elevate them enough
for the T'ube and the Ball to flide down unperceived
into the Hands of the Seconds. In this Manner
thefe Duelifts were deceived, and prevented from
doing the leaft Injury to each other, while they
very bravely difcharged-three Cafes before they
could be prevailed upon to give up the Conteft.
Thus did Mr. Afley happily preferve, moft pro-
bably, the Life of one or both of his Friends,
without ever acquainting them to what Means
they were fo much indebted for their Prefervation.

This little Anecdote is related mcrely as an Ex-
pldnation of the curious Experiment.
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