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Trighted, alarm’d, he fee§ the fidtion rife,
And, unconvinc’d, to tell his friends, he flies ;
Aigholt! a ghoft! near yonder tomb appears !

Fear gives it birth—and Folly life for years. p
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THE ART OF FORTUNE-TELLING

‘4'} L e
UNVEILED 2./

From the low ambition of the celebrated ) DG
MARY PITCHER,
To the more clevated, but equally vague pretensions of

THE INJUDICIOUS ASFROLOGER.

clineated in a Series of Letters, between a Friend and
his Correfpondent.

COMPRIZING

.

Arguments to prove the Non-existence of Spirits....
Philosophy of the Air and Fire Balloons....Method
of preparing the Gas, or Inflammable Air....Phan-
tasmagora, or Magick Well....Italian Shades....Pup- |
pets... Reluminating Automaton....Opinions on An-
cient Oracles....A few Philosophical Experiments....
Art of Balancing....Remarks on Prejudice.

TOGETHER WITH

.« Poctick Compositions. on diferent Subjects.

g
#

BY WILLIAM FREBERICK PINCHBECK,

Author of ¢ The Expolitor, or many Myﬁcr’i;s unravelled,”
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T R PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR.
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Diftrict of Maflachufetts—rts wit
BE it remembered, that on the third day of July,

in the twenty-ninth year of the Independence of the United
States of America, William Frederich Pinchbeck, of the faid Diftrict
hath depolfited in this office the title of a Book, the right whereof
he elaims as Author, in the words following, to wit ;

Witcheraft, or the Artof Fortune-Telling unveiled,
from the low ambition of the celebrated Mary Pitcher, to the
more elevated, but equally vague pretenfions of the injudicions
aftrologer 3 delineated in a feries of letters between a Friend and
his Correfpondent—comprizing Arguments to prove the non-
exiftence of Spirits, Philofophy of the Air and Fire Balloons,
Method of preparing the Gas or inflimmable Air, Phantalmago-
ra or Magick Well, Italian Shades, Puppets, relnminating Autom.
aton, Opinions on ancient Oracles, a few Philofophical Experi-
ments, Art of Balancing, Remarks on Prejudice, together with
Poctick Compofitions on diffsrent fubjects, anncxed to the work,
by William Fredevick Pinchbeck, Author of the Expofitor or many
Myfteries unravelled.

In conformity to the aét of the Congrefs of the United States,
intitled, * an act for the encouragement of learning, by fecuring

- the copies of Maps, Charts and Books, to the authors and pro-

prietors of fuch Copies, during the times therein mentioned ;”
and alfo to an act intitled, “ an act fupplementary to an ad,
intitled, an ack, for the encouragement of Learning, by fecuring
the Copies of Maps, Charts and Books, to the authors and pro-
prictors of fuch Copics during the times therein mentioned ;
and extending the benefit thereof te the arts of defigning, en-
graving and etching Hiltorical, and other Prints,

A true copy of record. §C/erlf of the Dillrid}
N.Goopare, Clerd, § N COODALE, 8 5p alafuctufetta.



TO THE PUBLICK.

~m

THE generous patronage I have fo liberally
experienced in publifbing a volume, entitled The
Expofitor, or many Myfteries unravelled, bas
been evidently evinced by the avidity with which
the edition has been purchafed.  As rewward s
the [fovereign [limulus to perfeverance, Such dif-

tinguifbed favours have encouraged and enabled

me to fubmit to your perufal the fubfequent Lets
ters, entitled Wiichcraft, or the Art of For:
tune-Telling unveiled. I thefe Letters I pro-
fefs not only to unfold the fource and criferion
by which fortune-tellers prefume to draw their
conclufions, from the ftars ; but alfo to defeat and
expofe fuch impoftors as profefs to derive ths
kuowledge of laoking inta futurity, either by fore-
feeing hidden events in & pack of cards, or palm-
itry. To combat fuperflition in all its various
forms ; to prove the folly and impropriety of at-
tributing that we do not immediately comprebend,
10 the influence of diabolical agency, is the au-
thor’s defign in tranfmitting to the Publick thbe
principles of ‘many curigjities, of which thefe
Letters, together with thefe contained in the Ex-
pofitor, give an account.  The reader may read-
ily conclude, that a_ great privilege is Jacrificed
by him ; as the performance of the feats, were
be fo difpofed, would procure him mare than an
ample livelihood. Add to this, propofals have
been made to him to divulee mo more, and fe
bas refufed. His refufing 1 offcrsy-and like-
A 2
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TO THE PUBLICK.

wife the exclufive privilege and profit to be de-
rived by exhibiting them, he flatters himfelf will
be deemed worthy of publick notice.

The method of explaining the fubjets by a fa-
miliar corre[pondence, firft firuck me to be the
moft natural, pleafing, and explicit ; in confe-
quence of which, I have adopted the fame mode
in this as in the former wolume. 1 do not pro-
Jefs to entertain with the luxuriant flowers of
rhetorick ; but  fball unremittingly endeavour
that plain truth and moral fentiment pervade
the whole.  Proud of the fuccefs of my laft pub-
lication, and animated by meeting the approba-
tion of a Publick, ¢fteemed through the world
Jor their literary talents, induces me to attempt
this publication ; and a fenfe of gratitude, cor-
refpondent to my beft wifbes, impels my pen to
acknowledge the many favours received, and fign
myfelf

The Publick’s much obliged

and wery humble fervant,

THE AUTHOR.




WITCHCRAFT,

The Grt of Fortune-Telling unbeileds.

LETTER 1.

From A. B. toW. E. P..
Sir,. ;

W HERE 1 now. refide half the towm:
are in arms, and that as they fay, in order to-
defend themfelves-againft:.the no&urnsl rava-.
ges, expetted to be made by.a wicked ghot ;
which ghott is faid to haunt the church-yard:
every night, precifely at twelve o’clock, and
take its folitary walk among the tombs. As.
I never had the pleafure of paying my re-
fpelts to a [peltre, Iintend, to-morrow night,
in company with a number of gentlemen,
diftinguifhed for their religious qualifications
as well as courage, to wait the.appearance of
this phenomenon, fhould he not forget his
ufual hour. I fincerely hope he will prove
an inoffenfive ghoft, and not ¢ a.goblin
damn’d.”” Ever fince his firft- appearance,
the topick of converfation has been replete
with apparitions—direful prefages—figns—
and dreams. I am out of all parience at
hearing fo many inchoherent tales ; but X
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confefs myfelf more altonithed, o find ration-
al beings, as they appear to be in every other
refpett, can poflibly be ‘thus dupsd, and fo
fingularly credulous, as to believe in fuch
idle tales. In my next I will give you a fur-
ther account of this fuppofed fupernatnral
vifitor of the night. In the mean time,
pleafe to favour me with your real opinien
relpeQing fuch prodigiss.
T am, Sir, with ufual fincerity of heart,
Yours, A. B.

j 778 DR el M8 O " D |
[(In Anfwer.]

From W. F. P. to A. B.
SIR,

TrE miracle alluded to in yours is, in
my opinion, one of the blind abfurdities of
fuperftition ; and among the reft of her de-
formities, fhe gave birth to this phantom :
And hypochondriack perfons of the prefent
day obftinately continue to extend her em-
pire and indulge its growth.  Thus T trace'
its origin and progrefs : Our anceftors faw
fomething they deemed a ghoft ; with feem-
ing truth and deep concern, they tell it to
their offspring, and they to theirs'; and being
imprefled on the young and tender mind,
it is a hard tafk to eradicate the impreffion.
Thus conceived, rooted, and fan&ioned by
thé tongue of a parent or friend, it ftalks a.
broad, unmanacled and unfhackled. At eve-




WITCHCRAET: 9

ry ftride credit is gained, and ignorance dif-
fufed.

There are many, whofe fears conftantly
keep them on the alarm.. A direful event is
foreboded from the accidental overturning of
a cup of falt, ~ Great misfortunes are pre-
faged from the breaking of a looking-glafs.
The clicking of a fpider behind a paper hang-
ing is a certain fign of death. Every un-
common appearance: or found, without the
trouble of fearching for a caufe, is conceived.
to be the reftlefs fpirit of fome unhappy pet-
{on deceafed, or the omen of fome friend a-.
‘bout to die.. A white cat {feen upon a poft or:
wall, in the night, is inftantly metamorphofed!
into a ghoft, fhrouded with a white fheet—-
or-a cow, feen when dark, if her body is fo
difpofed as not to 'be readily obferved, is ta-
ken for the devil. I fhould like to be m-.
formed by one of thofe credulous perfons, of
what materials they fuppofe a ghoft to be:
compofed, that he fhould thus have the fu-.
pernatural power of inftantaneoufly appear-.
ing, completely caparifoned, and of vanifhing
in the fame period, and that without leaving-
a fingle veftige to trace his flight. He is not-
vulnerable, and therefore muft be. of the fpe-.
cies of thadows. Then what myfterious fin-.
ews nerve his arm 7 What wonder; gives his.
eyes the fenfe of vifion ?* What miraculous:
compofition forms the organs: of his voice,.
that'he has the power of {peech ? thele be-:

ing faculties bequeathed. to the vulnerable
creation.. ~
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10 WITCHCRAFT,.
I with to know, if the affinity exifting be-
tween the flelh and the fpirit is fuch, as that
the Ipirit is fuffered to appear in behalf of
the fleth, wherefore thould the garments for-
merly worn by a perfon in this life, alfo ap-
pear when thus fupernaturally perfonated ?
Have woollens, linens, and the like, a fecond-
ary life, or do they moulder? For I muft
fay, that all the ghofts of which I ever heard
have been modeft enough to provide them-
felves with clothing ; or at leaft to veil their
nakednefs under a white ftheet ; and thus ac-
coutred, iflue from different places, rifing
from the floor, as if they found a paflage
through the grain of the wood ; or in a mo-
ment ruthing through a brick wall, without
difplacing a brick. Whether the imaginary
form iflues from the grave of the deceafed,
and floats like a vapour throughthe key-hole of
the door, into the apartment of the perfon to
be vifited, or more wonderfully, without pro-
greflion,unfolds his awful appearance inftanta-
neoufly. Formypart,exceptingfuch phantoms
as may be produced by optical illufions, (the
principles of which [ will account for to you
in my next) I place no confidence in ghofts,
believing fuch appearances to be the imagi-
nary productions of a diftempered brain. The
ghoft mentioned in yours, in my opinion will
prove to be a cat, or fomething of as little co..-
fequence.
: Your Friend, W. F. P.
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LETTER 1L

From A. B. to W. F. P.

. S1R,

Last Saturday night at eleven o’clock,
twenty of the beft informed, and ftouteft per-
{onsin the town aflembled, and took their
feveral ftationsin and about the church yard ;
at twelve o’clock it was expected according
to cuftom, the unhappy ghoft would appear—
tell the object of his viﬁt—unfold fome hid-
den wonder—and forever after fleep in quiet.
Full of terrible expetations, each one filent-
ly ruminated what awful form was about to
aflail his eyes, and what myfterious event
might be the hiftory of that night to future
ages. Five minutes before twelve, one of
our aflociates fainted, and two others, almoft
in the fame condition, conduéted him home ;
the clock ftruck twelve, and with th€ folemn
found each one felt himfelf a ghoft. By the
light of the moon I could perceive the blood
forfake their faces, fome trembled, but by
the uncommon geftures of all, I concluded
fanaticifm had indeed filled every heart brim
full of fear ; I thought 1 could perceive my
comrades’ hats move up and down, as if the
hair on their heads arofe and fell alternately.
This | attributed to fudden changes from hope
to fear ; after waiting till patience was almoft
exhaufted, at five minutes before one, the

imagined ghoft appeared ! Moniftrous ghoft !

i
i
!,
|
l
i
|
L
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12 WITCHCRAFT.

and horrid to relate! a poor goat having
ftrayed from its owner, was fet upon by dogs
who almoft tore him to pieces ; but not fatis-
fied with this, fome inhuman perfon,. to di-
vert their cruel inclinations, cut off his fore
legs; in this miferable condition he found an
alylum under the church, and being afraid of
further wiolence, dare not attempt his awk-
‘ward walks by day ; fo every night on his two
hind legs, he blundered amongft the tombs,
and lived on the grafs/ that is generally feen
fpontaneoufly growing around the repofitories
of the dead. If this whimfical tale of the
ghoft, fhould render you any amufement, or
bring a fmile into your face, I fthall account
myfelf well paid for the fatigue I underwent
in watching: But when you refle&t on the
fituation of the poor goat you will lofe all
velith for the jeft, and wifh you never heard
it. :
1 amyour friend, A. B.

LETTY R IV
[In Anfwer.]
From W. F. P. to A. B.
SIR,

I mopE the fufferings of the goat xyill at
leaft produce this good effect, to reclalm.[he
obftinate believers in gholts, and convince
the condefcending to be informed, that t!}c
fource from whence fprung the belief in
apparitions and the like, might have ongl-
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WITCHCRAFT. 13

nated from circumftances of as fmall impor-
tance, as the fingularity of the goat, and con-
vince the world that in order to fupport wil-
dom, and banith folly, whenever any uncom-
mon founds are heard, or any unnatural
vifions feen, it is indifpenfably neceflary to
fearch into the fecret caufes of fuch founds
and vifions.

Frighted ! alarm’d ! he fees the Ficion rife,
And unconvinc’d, to tell his friends he flies,
A ghoft ! a ghoft ! near yonder tomb appears,
Jear gives it birth, and folly life for years.

One thus ridiculoufly abufing his reafon
mifleads the judgment of another, and from
forming unnatural opinions, philofophy may
be conftrued into atheifm—wifdom into fol.
ly—enterprize into Intrigue—ingenuity into
witchcraft—virtue into vice—and, indeed,
as your inquiry has proved, miftake a goat
for a ghoft. You have no doubt, with dif
agreeable fenflations, renarked fome parents,

who, in order to exa& obedience from thejr -

children, earneftly aflure them, that {ome
hobgoblin or horrid monfter would appear
to punith them : thefe monfters of which
they are told ferioufly poflefs the young im-
agination, and is often produive of the moft
pernicious effeCts 5 a child thus taught to be-
lieve, when alone, or left a moment in the
dark, theapprehenfion of fomething horrible
fets its little heart in palpitation, agitates its
infant frame, and fhakes the flender nerve 3
the fenfiblg imprefiion fuch an education
B
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makes on the memory, has been known to be
{o deeply implanted and lafting, that even
manhood itfelf could not erafe its power;
All parents ought well to confider, and take
example from the following lines of a celebra-
ted poet.

¢ *Tis education forms the common mind,
Juft as the twig is bent the tree’s inclin’d.”

It is the duty of parents and inftruétors
therefore to avoid that kind of conduct that
may tend to injure the conftitution and nat-
ural capacities of their children, and thofg
intrufted to their care, to weaken the young
ideas, to incline it from the knowledge of the
truth and teach it fable ; whereas a judici-
ous correction has a greater effet, without the
apprehenfion of thofe worflt of "evils, which
is evidently attached to the former imprudent
condu, which often produces a lafting in-
heritance of hypochoadria or hyltericks, and
the direful train of maladies, annexed to
thofe calamitous diforders. Concluding you
will acquiefce with me in my {entiments on
this fubjet, I proceed to inform you how
the artificial man, or apparition, is produced
by the power and fcience of Opticks, which
will explain the Phantafmagora, or Magick
Well.

To give cflect to this optical deception, you
muft provide youtfell with a concave mirror,
abott eight inches in diameter ; alfo a con-
vex lens of the fame diameter.  After finding

the focus of your mirror, place your lens
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dire&tly facing it, and at a diftance propor-
tionate to its concavity, and within the focal
point of the fame. Having provided your-
felf with a box, of a f{uitable length, place
the mirror at the bottom of the fame, and
the lens at the top. Now this box being
fitted into a partition, behind the partition,
the object to be feen is prefented to the con-
cave, imperceptible to the company. "The
vifion of the objelt, (by the particular difpo-
fition of the mirror and lens) when refleét.
ed from the mirror, will appear as large as
reality, and feemingly independent of any
primary caule. ‘the geltures, complexion,
animation and garments, will be to appear-
ance, to every lenfe but touch, the objedt it-
felf. Two candles muft b= placed on each
fide the mirror, in fuch a pofition us to illu.
minate whatever is prefented to the mirror ;
which mirror being placed obliquely, refle@s
the objelt prefented to the lens.  In order to
favour the appearance of the phantom, near
where the box is placed, fufpend black cur-
tains, obferving to paint your partition black.
The room in which the company affemble
muft be totally darkened, and the vifion will
be feen in toto by the obferver. Thefe
phantoms appear to rifc in a manner that
muft ftrike erery beholder with wonder and
aftonithment, leaving the mind in doubt to
determine whether the figure feen be real or
imaginary.*

* Such vifions as cannot he produced by the Magick Lante
horn, lately ftyled Phantafmagora,
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By accommodating yourfelf with the glaf-
fes mentioned, you may eafily be convinced
of the manner in which mankind might
have been eafily deceived by vifions in an-
cient days.

1 conclude, by fubfcribing myfelf

Yours, &c. WFZ P,

LE IR,

From A. B. to W. F. P.
SiR;

I RECEIVED yours, and am convinced
of the truth of your obfervations, as they
relate to the bad effeéts on community, to
have parents or inftru&tors mifcondut in the
education of their children, or thofe intruft-
ed to their care. I am intimately acquainted
with a gentleman, who, though a man of
fenfe and {fcience, candidly confefles, hs
would not walk two miles of a dark night,
for the compliment of a fifty dollar bill—he
finds himfelf very uneafy, when alone,
though convinced of the non-exiftence of
ghofts—aflures me that, the conceit which
overwhelms his better judgment, does not
arife from the fear of being a{faulted by fleth
and blood ; but a certain apprehenfion of a
fomething, he knows not what, and for
which he cannot account, intrudes itfelf up-
on his imagination, deprefles his {pirits,
makes him conceit a thouland evils, without
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particularizing any. This difagreeable fen--

fation he attributes to the mifcondu& of
his parents, as defcribed and condemned in
our laft.

I am delighted with the conftrution of

your Phantafmagora, the vifion it produces
being the refle&tion of life itlelf, both with
refpet to its approach, colour, and anima-
tion, and muft be far more ftriking, than the
femblance produced by the late improve-
ment on the magick lanthorn, falfely termed
Phantafmagora.. :

I muft inform you of the late arrival of a
noted Fortune-Teller, who affures us, his
faculty of looking into futurity amounts to

certainty, demonitrated by confulting the.

planets 3 in which he profeffes: to read the
deftinies of every mortal, provided he knows

the month of their birth.. For the fake of

the curiofity, L intend trying his- fkill, and:

in my next will inform’ you: refpeéting the:

fecrets of my future deftiny.
I am, with ufual fincerity,.

Yours, A. B.

LE-ETER VB
[In Anfwer.]

From W. F. P. to A. B.

S1Rr,
n g = :
ForTUNE-TELLERS have too long im:
pefed wpon the injudicious clals of mankind.
B 2.
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Some of thefe impoftors pretend to look into
the womb of time by cards; fome by Palm-
iftry, that is, by examining the lines on the
palms of the hands ; others by Aftrology.
As lfeel myfelf interefted in promoting real Ici-
ence, I am induced to expofe fuch pernicious
delufions and explain, as far as my abilities
will admit.  The grounds and principles on
which the profeflion of the above three build
their fictitious notions are principally extraét-
from a book entitled The Fortune-Teller.

I willnow proceed to point out the little
dependance to be placed on cards when fome-
shing fimilar to the following isall rthe myl-
tery. Particular fignifications are given to
every card, and each fortune-teller may ar-
bitrarily have their own. I will give you the
following fpecimen. If a male requelfts his
fortune he muft choofe a king ; ifa female
fhe muft make choice of a queen.

The two red tens being by you, isa fign of

[marriage.
The ace of diamonds is 2 houfe
ace of hearts a ring
ace of clubs a letter
ace of fpades* death, fpite, or quar-
ten of diamonds a journey [relling
ten of fpades ficknefs
ten of clubs a water-frolick
ten of hearts a houfe of entertain-
[ ment

* The ace of fpades is called, by thefe' cunning prog-
nolticators, the worlt card in the pack,
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The nine of fpades is difappointment

nine of clubs

nine of hearts feafting 5{
nine of diamonds bufinels i
eight of clubs confufion i

eight of fpades
eight ofdiamonds
eight of hearts

feven of clubs a prifon i
feven of fpades  a removal [
fevenofdiamonds a thip |

feven of hearts
fix of clubs

fix of {pades

fix of diamonds
{ix of hearts
five of clubs
five of fpades
five of diamonds

a merry-making

turnpike road

new clothes

honourable love

a chimney-{weeper
a child

fuccefs in bufinefs
falfe love

a bundle

a furprize

a fettlement

¢ e st

.

five of hearts a prefent

four of clubs a {trange bed b
four of fpades ficknefs {
four of diamonds{_a purle |
four of heaxts courtthip {
tray of clubs fighting
tray of {pades tears |

tray of diamonds
tray of hearts
deuce of clubs
deuce of fpades
deuce of diamon.
deuce of hearts

{peakingwithafriend
a kifs

bad tidings

a falle friend
fudden riches
reconciliation
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Several diamonds coming together
denotes  Money

Several hearts Love
Several clubs High times
Several fpades Turnpikes and Vexatiom

The following will ferve for an explanation:
of this art :

Take a pack of cards,, place them face up-
wards, thirteen ina row ; if a gentleman, let
him pitch upon his favourite king; if a lady,
on her favourite queen. All the cards in
that rew where your king or queen happens
to fall, will indicate your future fortune:
But wifeacres have different opinions.

Palmiftry deferves about as much faith as
the former. If the line which is in the mid.
dle of the hand, and which is called the table
line, be broad, fairand unbréken it is a fign
the perfon will lead'a happy, comfortable life.
If the line from the wrift goes ftraight up
to the little finger, the perfon will live to.a
great old age ; but ifthe line is broken they
are in danger of fudden death ; for they tell
us, this is the Line of Death. If the Line of
Life, which is that running from the wrift b
the ball of the thumb, and ends under the
fore finger, is clear and without breaks, it
fhows riches, profperity; and old age. Round
lines like circles, on the infide of the tips of
the fingers, denote houfes, lands, and inher-
itance. As many lines or crofles, as 2 woman
has on her wrifts, fo many children the may
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expet to have. Such like damnable; nonfen-
fical conclufions are drawn from the forego-
ing marks in the hand.

Others again pretend to foretel by ce-
leftial figns and planets. The figns on
which they prognofticate are conftellations,
fixed in the zodiack, at the diftance of thir-
ty degrees from each other. * Within this
great circle of the material fphere, which is
{aid to be eighteen degrees broad, cutting
the equinoxial into two equal parts, is the
ecliptick, which is the fun’s orbit, or path, in
which he moveth through the twelve figns of
the zodiack, leaving on each fide his orbit
fix degreqg,of latitude. ‘Yhefe figns or cdnitel-
lations, having the names of certain animals,
rule every month in the year, and the planets

the days of the week.

The follow&g exhibits their mames and
government.

Names of the Planets, Government.
1 Sun Sunday
2 Moon Monday
3 Mars Tuefday
4 Mercury Wednelday
5 Jupiter Thurlday
6 Venus Friday

v Saturn Saturday
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WITCHCRAFT,

Roman Names of

the Signs. Englith Names. Government,
1 Aries Ram March

2 Taurus Ball April

3 Gemini ‘Twins May

4 Cancer Crab June

5 Leo Lion July

6 Virgo Virgin Auguft

7 Libra Balance or September

[Scales

8 Scorpio Scorpion O&ober
9 Sagittarius  Archer Noveiiber
10 Capricornus  Goat December
11 Aquarius Water-Bearer  January
12 *ifces. Fith .Xebruary

‘Thus, having pointed out the planets that |

rule the days, and the figns that rule the
months, 1 proceed to an explanation.

We are told by altrologers, that every fign
has fome influence upon thi@human body ;
that every perfon born into the world is fub.

jected to the afcendancy of that fign, which |
ruled at his birth, according to the follow- |

ing remarks.

Thofe born under Aries, the Ram, that is, -

in March, are moftly very active, of a reten-
tive memory, fond of going up hills and high
places, wantonly inclined, very merry, and
not a little addicted to paffion ; if bornofa

Tuelday they will be valiant, as that day is

governed by Mars.
Thofe born under Taurus, the Bull, who
governs April, will be ftrong in the head,
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have commonly thick necks and broad fhoul-
ders ; will be people of fingular appetites,
liable to many accidents, and are feldom

.~ “long-lived.

Thofe born under Gemini, the Twins,
who govern May, are moftly flender, and of
delicate conftitutions, fubject to much fick-
nefs, are of a mild difpofition, capable of
true love, and fincere friendfhip, but feldem
live to be old. 1f born on a Sunday it de-
notes riches.

Thofe born under Cancer, the Crab, who
rules June, are inclined to be fhort and cor-
pulent, have a jumping gait when they walk,
are fond of the water, fubjett to eruptions
and chronick difeafes, and are generally very
vicious in love.

Thofe born under Leo, the Lion, who
rules July, will be bold and enterprizing, like-
ly to receive many honours, are of a noble,
generous difpofition, have a great fhare of
underftanding, and are particularly happy in
their friends.

Thofe born under Virgo, the Virgin, who
governs Auguft, are commonly of a {ly and
artful difpofition, have a little fhare of addrels,
and generally prefer a finglé to a married life.

Thofe born under Libra, the Balances or
$cales, who governs September, have a deli-
cate conftitution, are fenfible, inclined:to be
hafty, are great favourites of their oppofite
fex, and generally profperous through life.

Thofe born under Scorpio, the Scorpion,
who rules O&tober, are fpiteful and paflionate,
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have good fenfe, but faithlefs and deceitful in
their friendfhip, are given to carnal pleafures,
form- hafty connettions, feldom happy, and
are generally impatient under afiliction.

Thofe born under Sagittarius, the Archer,
who governs November, will be meek, wife,
and dilcreet; rather grave than gay, prefer
retirement, fincere in love and friendthip ;
often marry very young, their offspring few,
meet with many crofles in life, but commonly
end their days in happinefs.

Thofe born under Capricornus, the Goat,
who rules December, are faid to be great
travellers both by fea and land, are fubject
to many dangers, but will furmount them, and
become both wealthy and eminent.

Thofe born under Aquarius, the Water-
Bearer, who governs January, are ufually of
a fweet, affable temper, are kind to their
friends, have great poﬂeﬂlons are agreeable,
han dlome, and liberal in their favours, have
many children, are long-lived, and live very
happy.

‘Thofe born under Pxfces, the Tith, who
govrns February, will be wealthy by trade,
wxch indulged abrowd fubject to cold difor-
ders, of a phlegrndtmk conftitution ; will be
happy in the married ftate, and have miany
children, who will fucceed to their father’s
poﬁ'eiﬁons.

Thus it appears on what g*“nu thofe
pretenders to fortune-telling prognofticate fru
man fate, namely Cards, l’almmx‘\, and ;u(...b

i
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eial Aftrology; all of which I believe to be
equally corrett or incorreé ; for if the deftiny
of our lives can be foretold from our entrance
on life’s bufy theatre to our exit from it, we
can no longer be confidered as free agents,
but merely a fet of ~machines called man—
whofe bufinefs and fortune, fate has decided
at the inftant of our birth. For if thus writ-
ten in a planet, marked in the hand, delineat-
ed in the face, or formed in any manner, fo
that the circum{tances naturally accruing in
a man’s life, may be read from his cradle to
his grave, and be underftood fo as to be cal-
culated on, what is this but predeftination, a
do&@rine which formerly originated with the
heathens under the name of fate ; the pre-
cepts of which, (according to my fenie) are
calculated to deltroy all belief of jufticein the
Creator, - or faith in his divine Providence,
{o that there is no merit attached to virtue,
nor demerit to vice, whereby the nature of
good and evil is entirely deftroyed.. ‘Lhus I
conclude that the power of looking into futu-
rity, muft be a fpecial gift of the divine fa-
vour, and which gift I difpute any perfon o
be poflefled of at the prefent day. Can we
abfurdly admit, that the tranfadlions of every
man’s life, are regiltered in a planet, under
which he happened to be born. I fo the aftrol-
oger may as eafily foretel theeventfulhiftory of
our fortune, as the aftronomer to point out the
time of an echpfe. DBut thisis not the cafe.
We are not like planets, deflined to muke
certain revolutionin a'itipulatec
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are intelligent, independent beings, endowed

with proper underftandings by our all wife |

Creator, to difcern between good and evil,
and are thus left to the freedom of our own
choice. = Man’s regularities or irregularities
have no influence on the general plan, and
mar no link in creation’s conneing chain.
‘I'he fun, the moon and ftars, as well as the
uuwearxed earth, may be fuitable fubjeéts for
aftronamical calcuhtlons, but were never
made to fix the deftiny of human beings.

Leaving the propriety of thele fentiments
to your better decifion,

I remain yours, W.F.P.
- ‘
LETTER VIL
From A. B. to W. F. P.
DiR,

WiTH refpect to your fentiments as they
relate to fortune-telling, you and I are precife-
ly of opinion. Without predeftination, for-
tune-telling cannot exilt, and who is he that
can foretel the uncertainty of time and
chance? The profef“ar of fuch impoflibility
is, inmy opinian a vile impolftor, feeking to
decieve the weak and credulcus. Convinced
of this truth, the fele&tmen of our town, (be-
fore I had an opportunity of gratifying my
curiofity, as I mentioned to you in my lau)
had fagely advifed the faid guhle'nan to quit
the town, and make his prognoftications at
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fome other place, where they might be more
ready to give credit to the lik¢ impofitions.
1 remain yours, A. B.

P. S. Imuftinform you, a gentleman late-
ly from Paris, who has brought over a mag-

snificent Ralloon, has folicited my affiftance

and influence in procuring fubfcribers, for
the purpofe of enabling him to purchafe ap-
paratus and neceflary materials for making of
inflammable air. . Could this be procured, he
has no objeltions to embark once more to the

. upper regions, making the fifth time of his

alcenfion. You will no doubt encourage his

efforts,
Yours, &c. A. B.
wrl ¥

LETFER YVIHE
[In Anfwer.]

From W. F. P. to 4. B..
Sir,
TrE condud of your fele@®men in my

opinion, is highly commendable. It proves
their wife and jult difcrimination between in-

genuity and impofition. For the want of -

this diftinétion, the former has too often fuf-

| fered, and the latter been too frequently re-

warded. Ingenious produions,whether they
come before us under the title of an exhibi-
uon, or we welcome them as an improve-
Hient to our manufaétures, are both affuredly




e

=7

"2l WITCHCRAPT.

the fiudious efeds of the fame fpecies of tal-
ent; and even that invention we fometimes
conﬁder as of trifling confequence, has more
than once been proved to poflefs the very
principles, and only medium to fome impor-
tant difcovery.  The air balloon of which
you {peak has long been a fubjedt of wonder
and admiration; notvmhftandmcr [ doubt Mon-
fieur’s fuccefsin obtam,nrffuﬁicxcnt fubfcribers
to make his afcenfion S,roﬁtable ] for novelty,
the life and foul of exhibitions, haslong fince
declared balloons out of date. I am, with
ufuzl refpet and efteem,
Your fincere {riend, W.F.P.

LETSER" IX

From A. B. 1o W. F. P,
Sin,

Mowsteur CasTELLO, feeing no probabil-
ity of colle€ing a fum of money {fufhicient to
render the raifing of his balloon an -objelt
worthy attention, has taken paflage for New-
Yoik, where he flatters himfelf a fubfeription
of- this kind wijl be immediately filled.  As
a number of n oy acquaintance and gentlemen
of the to xn, who never faw a balloon, nor

e
witneffed the majeftick grandeur of its alcen-

» through the aerial regions, and appear
ver y much t6 regret the lofs of fo favourable
an op*mr{mmy and ftill withing to witnefs

the progrels of fuch an experiment, if you can
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WITCHCRAFT, 29

give me information, fo as to enable me to.
accomplith the conftrution of a fmall balloon,
you will be the means of gratifying their cu-
riofity, and amufing one who ftiles himfelf
Your fincere friendy = A. B,

| (B kg 4T D I T TR T
[lo Anﬁ:cr.]
From W. F. P. to A. B.
S;T{,
‘Tue fmall balloon, poffibly large enough
to gratify the curiofity of your acquaintance,
ull be of little trouble and not muuh expenfe.

‘Yo make which, \aﬁﬂ}, on account.of its:
lightnefs, will. be ‘moft fuits ble. 'The quanti--
ty muit be afcertained :ﬁre\ably the 1 1ze of

the balloon you intend making, Whatever
compofes the balloon; muit be fmped n firips,

:fomumn«T fimilar to thofe that com: plete the:

cC 2
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globular fhape of a foot-ball.  Thefe  ftrips
muft be clofely fewn together with a double
feam, in an orbicular form, this being the
beft and moft approved fhape for a balloon.
At that point you intend to favour the car,
muft be laft a fmall orifice’ fufficiently large
to infufe and admit the inflammable air.
Having thus far fucceeded, fufpend it, and
let the fame be filled with common air ; then
with alarge fitch tool gum fize or varnith it
wholly over three or four times, as this kind
of glutinous preparation is the means of pre-
venting the gas, or rarified air from tranfpir-
ing through the feams, or thread of the taffity
compofing the balloon.  This preparation be-
ing perfeltly dry, difcharge the common air,
and mject the artificial, which is to be made
in the following manner. Having provided
yourlelf with as large a glafs veffel as the oc-
cafion may require, into this put a quantity of
iron filings or rufty nails, on thefe pour a
proportionable  quantity of oil of vitriol.
Being prepared with fufficient length of tube
fafely to inje& the inflammable air, add fome
clear water to the vitriol, this being the
zymoma of ' fermentation, and from which
proceeds the ravified air ; with this air you
muft fill the balloon by help of your tubes,
and when full, clofe the orifice with a ftring;;
the balance or car being added or already
fufpended, cut the faftenings, and as a cork
freed from the bottom of the fiream, being
a much lighter body than water, naturali

fwims to the furface’; fo the balloon being
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filled with rarified air, which is much lighter |
than common air, feeks to find a furface in the |
atmofphere, of the fame medium with its con- i
tents. On fimilar principles, and an ade- |
quate proportion of materials, you may make
one of thofe orbiculars to balance any weight.
In preference to a number of aerial adventur-
ers; to do juftice, the laurel of preeminence i
is unqueftionably due to Monfieur Blanch-
ard, he being the original inventor of the
valve, on which the fafety of the balloon much .
depends, and confequently the lives of the paf- il
fengers embarked to make a vifit to the up- i
per atmofphere. As you appear but little i
acquainted with the principles of thefe inflam-
mable orbiculars, I will explain to you the |
great fervice of the valve. On the top of the I
balloon and on the infide, is a circular rabbet
of the circumference of fifteen inches. To

this rabbet the filk of which the balloon is

made is clofely confined ; in this rabbet is a

door, being an hoop covered with parchment,

fimilar to the head of a drum, made clofely

to fit, and open and fhut with a {pring ; op-

pofite to the hinges and fpring is faltened one

end of a line, the other is fecured to the car |
in which the explorer of the upper regions is *
feated. Now, finding the balloon afcending
too rapidly, by drawing this ftring which

opens the fupa, and delivers the inflammable |
air, its height is limited and its pace retarded. i
By this great improvement, he not only ac- It
commodated himfelf, but indulged his nume.
rous patrons below, with a fight of him and
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his balloon, colnq to a coniiderable diftance:
inan honzontal dire&ion. After he had af-
cended at a certain height, he clofed the
fupa, and threw out balla% when to theiraf-
tonithment, they not knowing the caufe, he
afcended pplpeadlcularly, till the anxious eyes
of the admiring world below loft fight of
him., Thus he plays with his balloon, alter-
nately afcencmg and defcending, whlch none
had ever before done. AH that now feemed
tobe wanfmg to render Monfieur Blanchard
complete mafter of his balloon, was the
knowledge of guiding its courfe honzontqll)
in any other dire&tion than before the wind,
and this influence is yet left to the current of
the air. Should this knowledge ever be alcer-
tained, we know not of how much utility this:
iv"frular invention may prove to mankind,
nor of how many altronomical difcoveries i uw
aerial progreflions may be the fource. T will
elofe ‘this (ubjc@c concerning balloons, by
fending you the prmcnplea on which the fire
balloon is conflru&ted: Fake filken or thin:
paper, pafte it ne atly together, agreeal l\ tos
the fize you mean to have your ba‘loon then-
fhape it as before mentioned: Vo the open-
ing at the bottom paftein a light hoop, about
the circumference- of tw ent) -four inches,
acrofs this hoop fix a wire; to this fufpend a
balance; with a fpunge previoufly infufed in,
foirits of wine. ‘When prepared for its afcen-
fion, let fome perfon hold it at the top by aloop
made for that purpofe.~ Now fire the {punge,.
and when the balloon is well filled, the per+
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fon may quit his hold, and though fimple as.
the caufe appears, the balloon will rapidly af-
cend, and continue in the air, independent of.
any accident, until the fpirit of the wine is
entirely exhaufted.  Concluding thefe de-
{criptions will be fufficient to enable you to
form. a balloon on either conftruction, I re-
main.as before,

Yours fincerely, W. E P.

LETTER Xl

From A. B. ta W, F. P, it

Sir, | 1
} RECRIVED yours, containing the princi-
ples on which the taflity and paper balloons
are conftru®ted. 1 have attempted to make
one, and feel perfeéily fatisfied of fuccefs. 1
feel fingularly ambitious to inform myfelf of
all that’s rare and curious both in nature and
art, natural hiftory being a great part of
my ftudy. Wherever we chance to turn our
eyes we behold the immenfe wif{dom of the
fublime archite& of the univerfe, and real
projector of all things. Through all creation
what mafterly. ftrokes from the pencil of the
author ! What wonderful progreffion from |
an infe& to an angel! What myfterious func- |
tions circulate through, buoy up and {upport i
the great whole | completed and ftill dire@ted |
by him, whofe majefty and glory no tongue |
¢an exprefs, no pencil paint, no pen defcribe ;
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imagination fails ; words are too poor te
fpeak. How great the ftruture of man! His

- machinery how complex ! Where fhall we

find a limit to his faculties ? In fa&, feem-
ingly, they have no bounds; for when we
view the produétions of art difplayed in mag-
nificent buildings, marble edifices, fculpture,
paintings, and various other efforts of ingenu-
ity ; in furveying thefe produtions of art,
as well as in contemplating the fublimity of
nature’s operations, we find ourfelves encir-
cled in a labyrinth of amazement, far beyond
our immediate conception. But what are all
thefe beauties of nature or art, placed before
the vacant eye of him, whofe fordid foul
foars not beyond the limits of his purfe
ftrings ? For though his coffers are crammed
with gold, he would choofe to be richer by
an additional four pence half penny, than
have placed before his view that wonder of
art, the Coloflus of Rhodes.  Such men, in
my humble opinion, but merely: exift, who
can thus obftinately thut their eyes and fenfes,
to let flip all that’s intrinfically valuable in
this life, to grafp at trath.  But believe me,
fir, though I am a fincere advocate for, and
admirer of all that’s great and good, I am
not fo over fublime in my fentiments, but
that 1 can condefcend to be well pleafed with
the more trifling produéions of humbler in-
genuity. Yelternight I went to vifit the Ital-
ian Shades, and muft confefs I was agreeably

‘entertained ; but particularly delighted with

a fhadow that danced the tight rope equal to
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‘the moft a&tive real rope dancer. As I know

you are perfectly acquainted with the method
of effecting thefe thades, your explanation of

the fame will lay him under an additional ob- ¥
ligation, who ftyles himfelf as ufual, i
Your fincere friend, A. B. i

LETTER XIL I
[In Anfwer.]

From W. F. P. to. A. B. |

Sir, fiki
You requelt information relative to Italian |

Shades. 1 muft inform you, Signior Falconi g
had great merit in his exhibitions, for he not l
only managed them with greater dexterity,
buthe humouredthem toa degreeof perfe@ion
I never before experienced. The rope dancer
mentioned in your laft, I no lefs admired than
yourfelf. This thadow fo much attraéted my
attention with refpet to its effe@, that with
a colle¢tion of mechanical figures 1 already
poflefled, (in order to lengthen my perform-
ance) 1 introduced the fame. 1he firft idea
of this figure I muft candidly confefs I took
from Signior Falconi, not that he favoured
me with its principles, but happening to be
a fpeftator of his performances at the old
theatre in Philadelphia, I readily difcovered
how the figure was made. I accordingly

made one, and reprefented him as performinyg i
1
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in a fmall tranfparent faloon, which faloon
muft be painted on a piece of taffity, about
twenty inches fquare. Acrofs this painting
ftrain a cord, on the fhade of which cord the
thadow appears to dance. Now behind the
frame, which muft clofely fit into a partition,
place your lights. Let the candles be fo dif-
pofed as that the rays of light may equally
illuminate each fide of the figure, or other-
wife his appearance will be deformed. Hav-
ing darkened the room, the faloon will con-
fpicuoufly appear, with the fthape of whatever
you place behind it. Now, having your fig-
ure ready, bring him for exhibition on one
fide the rope, by degrees. Let the muficians
play fome favourite hornpipe, and move him
on the rope, imitating the [teps of a rope-
dancer. ‘The figure muft be made and work-
ed as follows : From fome clofe manufactur-
ed pafteboard, cut the profile of a man in the
drefs of a rope-dancer, about eight inches in
length, with a balance pole in his hands;
then amputate his thighs and legs from his
body. 'This done, join them together again
by means of coarfe thread, fecurely and clofe-
ly knotted on each fide, and by this means
he will readily takeany attitude in which you
Have a flick fe-
cured to the centre of his body, and ore to
each foot. Now when you perform him, the
body muft be fupported and managed by

means of the ftick, which is faltened to the
i

fame, which’ you muft hold -between your
teeth, and the feet muft be guided by fticks
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=thich you muft condu& with your hand
You muft not fail'in keeping him clofe t6 1he
taflity, as on this depends the perfetion of (he
fhadow. Your curtain mult be {omething
larger than the faloon, and fo madeas to drop
inftantaneoufly at the clofe of his feats, or in
falt rather before, as it adds much to the cf-
feft of the performance. Whatever you
choofe to exhibit, is actuated in a fimilar way,
with the addition of different views corref
-pondent to the fcenes you intend to reprefent,
The contrat between the real merit of thefe
fhades, and their pleafing effec, 1s as fingular
as that which exifts between the well perform-
ed puppet and its neceflary apparatus.

In giving youa peep behind the curtain of
thele wooden-headed* theatricals, I fhall only
deem it neceflary to particularize the moftin.
genious. You have, no doubt, vifited the
minature theatres of the noted Flockton, Job-
fon, Maginnis, and other celebrated managers
of thefe wood-and-wire compantes. - You muft
call to mind the particular kind of ftace on
which thefe puppets ufually. appear. = You
will then recollet an additional curtain is
placed clofe to or near about touching the
heads of thefe acting inanimates. 1o the
hard fkull of every puppet, is faltened a wire
of 'a fuitable length, the top turned in the
fhape of a gimblet handle, by which the man-
ager 1s endbled to difpofe of his obedient
ninks proper,  On the infide of

B
actors as he thinks

Py
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-

the inner curtain and of its whole length, and
between it and the back fcene, two ftrips of
wood are nailed, forming a back capable of
receiving the wires. Now between thefe two
ftrips the puppets make their exits and their
entrances, and one log in his time plays many
parts. By the help of thefe ftrips while one
is performing his part, the others are conven-
iently fupported. From behind the back
fcene and between the curtain mentioned,
the manager of the exhibition has a fecret
opportunity of giving the defired aétion to the
puppets, by means of threads faftened to the
the hands and legs; and communicating to
the tops of the wires. This is the general
method by which puppets are altuated.

‘The Metamorphofed Lady, Scaramouch,
and Jack the Sailor, are fubjetts worthy lit-
tle more attention. The way im which the
lady changes her face three times, is contriv-
ed in the following manner. Her cap muft
be made of tin, and fecured to her fhoulders.
‘I'o this cap is faftened a tube, extending to
the rack, and fecured in the fame manner as
the wires. In this tube runs a wire to the
extent of the tube, made faft to the head, fo
as conveniently to turn the fame. In order
to fhew either of the faces, which faces being
reprefented on the head as black, white and
red, and which head being formed entirely
independent of the cap, by turning of the wire
cither of the faces will appear. The legs
and arms are worked by threads, in the fame
manner as the puppets before mentioned.
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To exhibit the Scaramouch and Sailor, as
they have no wires, you may venture to raifc
the curtgin. Scaramouch is reprefented with
a prodigious large body, merely a cale, to
which is hung two laughable legs. T'o his
fhoulders are faftened four fmall ftrings or
two flender wires ; to his head is alfo another
{tring, which head, when he appears, 1s con-
cealed within his body, fo that it appears like
a body dancing without a head. Now, while
he is dancing, by the help of the {tring caule
his head to peep over his fhoulders, and in-
ftantly to difappear. This caufes great laugh-
ter. Now turn the body impercentitily,
which is eafily done on account of its {ame.
nefs ; make him again peep his head over s
fhoulders, fhewing a different face, which is
eafily effected on account of the head’s being
flat, and having a different phiz painted ou
each fide. To perfe&t the deception his neck
muft be made of three pieces, each piece near-
ly the length of his body, one fitting the oth-
er like the tube of a telefcope, only muzh ea-
fier.. Thefe three, with the addition of his
head, when fhut together making no more
than the length of his body, now being plac-

(tage, deliberately
draw out the wholedength of his neck, joint
by joint. This not only. fucceeds in render-
ing merry Comus triumphant inn the room,
but excites much aftonithment ; and the
wonder .arifes how a neck three times as
tong asthe body could poflibly be concealed

. % A
i tne iame.
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| he Little Sailor difplays his - fuperiour
4t cofiltrultion, by ’;‘»-n v able to dance a horn-
| pipe, which he'may be made to do \"‘tl“ oreat

Pt
G

nicety. ‘1 his m’h,ct mm’t be made much
fmaller and as licht a s pofiible, exce pt his
lers, which ("'uht to outweigh all the omt‘r
parts. To each of his legs m‘:t be faftened
atl ‘.\.ui, and alfo to each thoulder, and two
other 1 eads faftened one to his head '1n‘l

one to his breaft. Thefe fix firines muft 1

* Y

CE

.9

ﬂwzz:« 2d with loops, capable nf ‘,’C('l\’l
thumb and fingers of t the right hand, 1
ro"mwnfr mdpi' :
1. Thofe faftened to the head and breaft
thc niddle finger.
Thofe to theé legs, firft and third finger.
_q. Thofe to the fhoulders, thumb and it
finger.
The threads being thus dxfpoild you-may
m n] i:im dance a hmnpxpe in a very adtive
ner, by dexterouily moving your ﬁﬂ"C)S
1€ 1% ne. - Your left hand muft be re de
occafionally to flip the loop of the flring made
(1 A faft to the breaft, from the mldc‘le fin gc , the
motion of which wi'l give him the appearance-
, I of breathing. 1 have to obfervc fuch mﬂvw
things are not '11\\"1)0 the fmal leﬂ fubje& ot
it W - wonder. Atomnex iibition in London, contam-
1. ing anumber of curious mechamcal fizures,
with much diffatisfaétion I \\'itanf"cd the truth
il of the foregoing remark, by the following cir-
a8 cumftance. Ona pcdmhl in the centre of the
' ‘ room wasplaced an automaton, drefledin a
Lurkifh habit, holding in each hand % lighted -

b
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candle; who appeared,before you faw him per-
form, to be placed there for no other purpofc
but to hold the candles. 'The company Being

_defired by the proprietor to view the beauty of

this figure, he, the proprietor, immediately
blows out one of the candles, and the figure
immediately fetched it to his mouth and re-
enlightened it, and the fame with the cther,
after being previoufly blown out; and thus
proceeded with the candles alternately, fhak-
ing his head at each operation. 1his gave {o
much fatisfa&tion, and raifed fo much wonder
in the vifitors, that the other automatons of
greater merit were totally neglected. A-
mongf{t which number was: an altonithing
flute-player. However, no one in their opin-
ion equalled this, and in the higheft terms they
extolled the inventor of fo great a piece of
machinery., 1felt o mortified at their want
of tafte, or rather their want.of judgment,
that I exclaimed, (addrefling myfelf to the
proprietor, in an audible voice, loud enough
to be heard by the whole company,) What
can this mean fir? I would for my fingle felf
fooner give a half-crown, (being the price of
admiffion) to have the plgature of feeing your
flute-player lift one of his fingers, than pur-
chafe the whole of this figure fo much ex-
tolled at the fame price. What I advanced,
you may eafily conceive, met the approbation
of the proprietor who knew the greatnefs of
the one and#he littlenefs-of the other. lhe
company flared in my face, as if jull roufed
froma lethargy. ‘lhey then reured to thaw

D.2
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the principles of the wonderful Turk
minating Automaton,

promife, I now proceed.
bringing the candle ¢

42 WITCHCRAFT.

ead of the hall where 1]
tioned, and his wond
up their chief
evening.

In my next I will make you acquainted
with the method by which the automaton was
made to reluminate h

1s candles,
Till then adien,

1e flute-player was fia
erful. performances took

attention the remainder of that

W. E. P,

[In continuation, ]

From W.F.P. t, 4. B

Sir;,

Having in my laft promifed to give you

or relu-
conformably tn thyt

In the firft place hi;
o his mouth in order tg
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reenlighten it, you will readily conceive muft
be effeted by machinery. = And could - this
machinery be actuated and regulated by no
other means but the proprietor’s extinguifh-
ing the candles, eithersright or left, it would
indeed be infinitely curious, and more than I
could explain, were 1 furnified with the con-
ception of an Oedipus.* But the extinguifh-
ing of the candle not being the- influential
caufe of his bringing it to his mouth; I felt at
no lofs in determining by what means his arms
were made to move, and from whence he ob-
tained the wind neceflary to reeftablith the
lights.  Refpeéting. the motion of his head
and arms, the following method occurred to
my mind. The head and-.fhoulders being
carved {eparate, with-part of the neck adher-
ing to each, let that part of the neck left to
the fhoulders form a focket, and that part left
to the head a pivot with fhoulders ; fo that
when the head and fhoulders come together,
that part of neck left to the head will eafily

* It is reported that Juno being incenfed apainft “the
Thebans, fent 2 monfter to afli@ them by the name of
Sphynx. This monfter, it is faid, ufed to propofe riddles
o all fhe met, and on their not folving her queftions, fhe
immediately deftroyed them: The outrages-of this animal
induced the. T'hebans to confult the oracle ; who anf{wered,
the period. of their delivery depended on their folving this
riddle, which was as follows : What creature is that which
has four feet in the morning, two at noon, and three to-
wards night 2 To which Oedipus anfwered, It is man,
!j!lip in his infancy crawled on all fours ; in hisyouth and
vigour of manhood went on two legs 3 and in old age ufed
a.ftarf to fupport him. Upon this folution, the monfter is
faid to have dathed out his brains againit a rock, « By
which a.nfwer the city was faved. .

.
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turn in the part left to the fhoulders, and the
joint of the neck will not be feen when the
figure is drefled, To effet and facilitate the
motion of the head, there muft be a fpring
formed fimilar-to the main-fpring of a watch,
adhering to the upper and lower part of the
neck, which being placed together forms a
box to receive the fame. Now a fmall wire
being faftened te the upper part of the neck,
and fecretly carried through the figure, may
be made to play by the help of cranks at a con-
fiderable diftance. By this neans the fhaking
of the head is performed, for when the wire

compels it one way, the fpring reftores it to-

its former fituation. To fetch the candle to
his mouth is as fimplg, for his arms being
carved crooked, the only joints neceffary are
at the elbows, which joints are made fimilar to
what is termed by carpenters the mortife and
the tenant. They muft be made to play per-
feitly eafy, the thoulders of the tenant being
thaped to favour the bend of the arm. That
part of the arm above the elbows forming the
mortife, and that below forming the tenant,
when pinned together complete the arm and
elbow. Now on the outfide of the mortife
part of the arm, have an elaftick {pring fe-
cured to the tenant part of the arm. The
{prings when contrated will extend both
arms. to the ftops.at the elbow. Now having
a wire faftened to that part of each arm below
the elbow, fecretly convey the wire through

the body of the figure by the help of cranks.

into the apartment where the agent is difpof-

ed. In order to reluminate his candleg, clofe
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ips mult be }1 ced a fmall tin pipe
forming an elbow at the  centre of his head,
from thence ranning f{traicht through his
neck, and jointed like the t. el of a ftove,
fo asnot to prevent the movement of his head,
and from thence by the help of neceflary el
bows to the azent, where it enters the cheit
of the bellows.  "I'he whole together, not-
withftanding its elbows, has tI\ (; me tﬂlﬂ
as a bellows. “Thus then the agent has 2

opportunu} of obferving the figure throu ;Ea
all its performances, by means of a fmall
aperture between his {tation and that of th

figure. It becomes eafy to give him the ne-
ceﬂary ations, which are produced bj means

of the wires, and by the affitance of the bel-

N

lows’ breath to reluminate his candles. I am.

as ufual,
Yours to oblige, W. F. P.

LETTER "JIIW
[Tn  anfwer to I.etter 13th ]

From A. B. to W. F. P.
3ir,

Yours, containing a defcription of the

wonderful Turk, ! found peculiarly intereft-
ing, and t m‘\qh fimple as you obferve it is,
hh performance a few vyears fince, v\oull
have aitonifhed the moft enlighte ened of the
beft informed of mankind; and the fimple

_principles on which he was a&uated, would

- T
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have Been determined 2s no lefs than the ef. |

fet of diabolical witcheraft. ~ But thank
Providence, the human fpecies are better en-
lightened at the prefent day, and particularly
in this country, where rational liberty extends
her glorious empire.  San&ioned by which,
men of diftinguifhed talents, unconfined by ar-
bitrary reftraint, havefree toleration in any lau-
dable purfuit to exercife their genius, Théir re-
fearches meet with encouragement, and the
refult of their endeavours, if praife-worthy,
not only applaufe but reward ; and their lib-
eral fentiments are fources of information,
a bitter cup to prieft-craft, antidotes to ty-
rannyand oppreflion. I remain with fincerity,
Yours with obligations, A. B.

LETTER XV

From W.F. P. to A. B.
SIR,

THE pleafures of life are rendered doubly
valuable by a converfation with common ac-
quaintance. But the value is greatly enhanc-
ed, when correfponding with friends whofe
fentiments are congenial to our own. Your
obfervations on the bleffed effeés of rational
liberty in this country, where we have the
happinefs to breath its all infpiring air ! to
receive its benefits, refulting from wife laws
under an happy adminiftration ! induces me
to make the following obfervations fubjeés of

————
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this letter. But a few years back as you re-
mark, the wonderful Turk would have afton-
ithed the moft enlightened. Why, my friend,
anciently mankind were impofed on by far
more abfurd and ridiculous follies. In addi-
tion to confulting the entrails of birds and
beafts, and paying attention to the flights of
the winged inhabitants of the air 5 fuppofing
that if a raven flew on the right fide of them,
it betokened profperity, and if he chanced to
fly on the left, adverfity would follow. Frem
fuch abfurdities they were led to the confulta-
tion of inanimate matter in a ‘certain form,
which is called an oracle. Defigning men
infatuated the world of mankind to fuch a
degree that even the learned were puzzled to
account for the refponfes of the oracle con-
fulted. Statefmen would even make appli-
cation to them to know the refult of entering
into alliances with nations, ®r on other import-
ant concerns of ftate. Warriors would have
recourfe to them previous to any important
enterprize, 2nd all would believe their fate to
be determined by the refponfes fuppofed to
be the fentiments of infpired images. A-
mong{t the ancient oracles, the moft diftin-
guifhed was that of Baalzebub king of Ekron,
which the Jews went often to confult. The
wife and difcerning bad their doubts whether
thefe oracles were delivered by the devil, or
that the prielts and falfe prophets impofed on
the people. Numerous obfervations have
been made relative to the heathen oracles, but
they refponded in fuch a doubtful manner,
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that let what would happen to the enquirer,

it might be accommodated to mean whatever
afterward took place.
others, the oracle at Delphos was the moft
celebrated.  But whoever will take pains to
confult my explanations, contained ‘in the
“Expofitor or many Myfteries unravelled, of
the manner the invifible lady refponds, may
eafily conceive how the Pagan priefts by mak-
ing ule of tubes' deceived the people, and by
thus impofing on their credulity, induced them
to believe that thefe idols or oracles returned
anfwers to their queltions. I now conclude,
hoping thefe obfervations on oracles will be
much to your fatisfaltion, and with your
opinion, W. F. P.

LETTER XV].
(In Anfwer.]

From A4.B. to W. I. P.
SIR,

SENsInLE that the joys of life are enhanced
by a correlpondence between corigenial minds,
with pleafure this convenient hour is embrac-
ed to an{wer your laft. Your conceptions
relpeting the manner in which refponfes
were delivered from the ancient oracles, has
been my opinion ever fince you favoured me
with the principles of the Acouflick Temple.
But your manner of expofing the deceptions of
thefe defigning men and heathen prielts, (who

* Expofitor fiom Letter 9 to 14, Appendix, Letter 2.

Amongit a variety of

e ————— —— —— N,
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mifled not only the ignorant, but even the
learned, the ftatefman and the warrior) ap-

ears to be fo reafonable and grounded on
fuch evident demonftrations, that were I as
fuperftitious as the worfhippers of the Grand
Lama I fhould on reading fuch a produttion,
abjure my tenétsand becomea profelyte to prin-
ciples founded on 'fuch afolid bafis. 1 fhould
be happy Would you favour me with a demon-
ftration of fome philofophical experiments in
your next. [ muft inform you thata critick
of our town has undertaken to cenfure fome
parts of yourl cpofitor. ¢« If in your next,
you will give him a few lafhes with your po-
etick whlp, it may be the means of making
him more referved in future.

Yours without referve, A. B.

LETTER XVIL
From W, F. P. to A. B.

SIr,

In your laft you requeft a few poetick lafh-
es for the gentleman who made fo free with
my L}moﬁfor. I thall defer the ec ﬂﬁdcl’dtxoll
of the uov”& to fome more convenient op-
portunity, and é,mt“) you with the demon-
ftration ‘of a few philofophical experiments,
calculated to amufe thuic who are not too wife
to be amufed.

1tt. Howto flop a waich or caufe it to go
without touching the fame.
E

e e
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Having excavated a fmall ftick, place a
magnet in the excavation, clofing the fame,
that it appear no other than a common ftick.
Having defired a géntleman to place his
watch on a table, you may affirm to the com-
v, pany, the watch which is now going 1 will

now caufe to ftop and go at my plealure ; at
the fame time prefenting that end of your
ftick which contains the magnet tosthe watch,
fo as the magnet may have power over the
balance wheel, which being fteel will confe-
quently ftop, and withdrawing will reftore it
to its former movement, /

2d. How you may hang a ring to a thread,
burn the thread to afbes, and leave the ring
hanging.

Take a thread, foak the fame thirty-fix
hours in a compofition of half falt and “half
water, placing the thread in the fediment of
the falt. When you take it from the falt,
place it by the fire to dry ; when perfectly
dry, rub off the falt adhering to the ftring.
Then'faften a gold ring to one end of the
thread, fufpend the other end fo that the ring
may fwing freely, then you may fet fire to the
thread and entirely confume the fame, “and
notwithitanding the thread is burnt to afhes,
the ring will remain hanging.

3d. How to write a fentiment on a {ooking-
glafs, and render the fame vifibie or invifible at
pleafure.

Write whatever you pleafe (with French
chalk) on a clean looking-glafs, wipe the fame
with your handkerchief until it difappears ;

g
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then by breathing on the fame it will .appear
as plain as when firft written. :
As I am obliged-to attend to an  appoint-
ment, I fhall conclude this with my belt wifhes
for your welfare. W. F.P.

D et

LETTER XVIIL
[In Anfwer.]
From A.B. to W, F. P. -
Sir,

Yours containing three experiments came
fafe to hand. I was highly amufed with the
trial, and gratified with the eale with which1
demonftrated them ; and by exhibiting them
to amufe myfelf and a few particular acquaint-
ance, I have fo much excited the curiofity of
my neighbours, that I fhould account it a
fource of trouble, were I not gratified with the
pleafing vifits of the ladies. I believe without
exaggeration, that every gentlemanin our vil-
lage has-applied to me to ufe the power of
my magnet gn his watch.  The ladies like-
wife affemble in crowds to witnefs the experi-
ment of the ring, each one fuppofing that the
virtug of her ring may break the charm.
Aslooking-glafles are great fa¥ourites of the
ladies, not as their monitors, but to enablé
them to add¥the arts of captivation to, their
natural charftis, your third experimes®has,
and no doubt will meet the approbation. of
the fair.
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I fhall conclude this, earneftly defiring that
you will not delay in affifting me to raife the
wonder of the gentlemen, and more efpecial-
ly the admiration of the ladies.

Yours with the greateft regard, A. B.

EETTER XIX.

‘ From W, E. P, 1o A. B.
Sir,

WitHouT ceremony I thalk introduce and
conclude this letter with the following expegt
iments,

4tiv. How towrite on the back of your hand,
render the fame invifible, and caufe it 1o re
appear.

Write whatever you pleafe with the acid
of a lemon. By drying it, it will difappear.
Then rub your hands with the tinder of burnt
paper, and whatever is written will be as ap-
parent as though written with the blackeft ink.

5th. How g bird taken alive from a cage may
be made tq appear as if dead.’ .

Having laid the bird on"autable, wave a
tmall feather over its eyes, (taken from under
its wing) ; he will quickly appear as if dead.
In this lethargick ftate you may do almoft as
you pleafe with it and it will not atroufe.
From what myfterious fympathy the feather
derives this virtue I am not able to define.
Qur father Adam, being acquainted with the
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natute of birds, might eafily have determined
the caufe. Butalas! he is dead.

6th. How a lighted candle may be placed
under water and remain unextinguifbed. .

Acrofs the top of a pint tumbler placesa
piece of wood, fecured to the-tumbler ; on
this wood and within fide of the ‘glafs fix a
lighted candle ; then bringing the mouth of
the tumbler exaély horizontal with the fur-
face of the water in which you dip the fame,
carefully prefs it down; the air colle&ted in

" the tumbler follows with the fame, and con-

{fequently will not admit the water unlefs you
fuffer it to deviate from its horizontal po-
fition. |
2th. How a piece of pine mdy be attraéled.
‘Take a piece of pine abouta foot in length,
and one inch in width, flat on one fide, bal-
ance the fame on the convex point of a watch
fafs or the point of any other fubftance, on
which it will turn perfe@tly ealy. Having
prepared yourlelf with a vial of a convenient
fize that is perfeitly dry, rub the fame on
woollen until it thall become quite warm, and
from this friGtion it will poffefs a property of
eleCtrical magnetilin fufficient to influence the
ine to go.round on its refting point. ~ Sup-
pofing thefe experiments, though trifies,
might be the means of beguiling a folitary
hour, 1 thought proper to introduce them:.
With my fincere withes for your future
health, happinefs and profperity,
I fign myfelf as ufual, W.F. P
E 2
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LETTEER XX,
From A. B. v W. F. P.

SIR,

Your uniformly kind attention to my ma-
ny requefts, while it lays me under obliga-
tions to acknowledge the many favours re-
ceived, induces the with to continue the cor-
refpondence. I have received your laft, con-
taining four experiments, which anfwered my
molt fanguine expetation in giving an addi-
tional gratification to my aflociates, You
have no doubt witneflfed Mr. Harrington’s
extraordinary performances on the flack wire -
alfo his many feats in the art of balancing,
He performed here laft evening with his ufy-
al fuccefs. I was much pleafed with his wire.
walking, but in balancing he is the beft I ever
faw ; the excellency of which art he difplay-
ed by introducing the following feats, viz.

t. Holding a wine slafs in his. mouth, on
the brim of this he places the point of a {word,
on the handle of the fame a pewter plate,
which pewter plate he caufes rapidly to turn
on the handle of the {fword, previous to his
putting it on the glafs; he then places it as
above mentioned, and the fword and the
plate are feen turning on the edge of the
glals.

2d. He alfo places a piece of fteel between

3 3 7 "
his ‘teeth, on the end of which he places the
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bow of akey; on that part of the key con-
tiguous to the wards, he places a {fword and
plate, and the key is feen going round in an
horizontal direction.

3. Having removed the key from its fitua-
tion, on the fame point he places a dollar, on
the edge of the dollar he places the fword and
plate, and caufes the dollar, {tanding perpens
dicularly, to move round horlzontally

4. He alfo placed two pipes, one on each
cheek, and poflefled the extraordinary faculty
of balancing thefe two, they having no con-
nection with each other.

5. He alfo caught a peacock’s feather on
his forehead, blown from a reed feveral times
by oneof the company, which placed acrofs
his nofe, ftem upwards, he blew it above his
head, and on its returning caught it on his
forehead ftem downwards.

6. He whitls a hoop with a glafs of wine
placed in the fame, in various dizections, with-
out fpilling any of the wine.

Taking his exhibition colleé‘tlvely I was
highly ente*ta.ned and the evening’s amufe-
ment was an ample compenfation for twenty-
five cents. Be pleafed to explain by what
extraordinary application thefe wonderful
feats of agility are acquired. Till then [im-
patiently wait,

And am your friend, A. B.
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, A 5 S i A e B 4
[In Anfwer.]
From W.F.P. to 4. B.

SIR, .

Mzr. HarriNGTON, the flack-wire walker,
mentioned in yours, is decidedly one of the
firft of his profeflion. - The eafe, elegance
and certainty with which he walks the wire
is not common amongft his competitors, and
merits great -praife.  But balancing pipes,
keys, dollars, fwords, plates, and the like, is
effected by fecuring them together in a man-
ner of which you are not aware, and which I
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fhall now proceed to explain, in the order
they are difpofed in your letter.

1. On the brim of the wine-glafs which
the holds in his mouth, there is drilled a {mall
hole ; in this cavity he places the point of his
fword. By the velocity with which he caufes
the plate to turn on the fword, the perform-
ance of the feat is rendered more practicable.s

2. His caufing the key to move horizon-
tally round the fteel, is alfo effetted by hav-
ing a fmall hole through, or a point on the
outfide of the bow of the key. On that part
of the key contiguous to the wards is a hole
caleulated to receive the point of the fword,
which fupports the plate. ' Thefe feveral
things being thus contrived to fit together, are
attended with no more difficulty than balanc-
ing the fword alone.

3. This feat is performed in the fame man-
ne. as the fecond, only that the dollar has a
pin fitted to enter the hole drilled on the brim
of the glafs, and a cavity oppofite to receive
the point of the fword.

4. Towards the bowl of each pipe is faften-
ed a fine hair, and being thus connefted, in-
ftead of having to preferve two equilibriums,
there is but one.

In catching and balancing the pea-
cock’s feather, but little preparation is necel-
fary. Having loaded the foot of the ftem
with a {fmall piece of lead, the feather will be-
come regulated in its flight from the reed,
may be eafily caught on any part of the face
and balanced. To place 1t acrofs his nole
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he fplits the end of the feather, and places it
in fuch a manner as that the feather part fhall
come over his mouth. By forcibly blowing
it will naturally afcend toa certain height.
On account of ‘the fulnefs of its plumage, it
is longer fupported in the air than 4 common
feather ; for the fame reafon it partially re-
difts the gravitating force of the lead in its de-
fcent, and confequently gives the performer
time to avail himfelf of compleating the
feat. :

6. The accomplithment of this feat de-
pends on thefe circumftances, viz. the veloci-
ty and regularity with which you whirl the
hoop ; asa jerk or too fuddenly ftopping will
difplace the glafs. The hoop muft be moved
with a rapid motion in order to keep the glafs
attratted toits place ; and when the feat is
ntearly completed you muft gradually
ftop.

Theart of real balancing depends on keep.
ing your eye fteadily fixed on the extreme
point of the obje& you fupport, in order to
counteract the attraltion of gravity which
naturally oppofes the equilibrium of all fub-
ftances attempted to be thus upheld.  Pre-~
fuming you will infer that the greatelt merit
due to Mr. Harrington is in walking the wire,
and that you will readily conceive that there
is great deception attached to the art of bal-
ancing, for in connetting feveral objeéls, as
before fpecified, many are as eafily balanced

as one. I remain with ufual regards,
Your fingere friend, W.F.P.
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LETTER XXIIL

From A. B. to W. F, P. z.,zz-Z/’t/”L
Sig, -

Froum the information contained in your
laft, refpeting the art of balancing, I ac-
knowledge that greater merit is due to walk-
ing the wire, than in the feats of balancing,
which fo much raifed my aftonithment, andI
acknowledge had I been requefted previoufly
to the receipt of yours, to determine which
was the greateft of the two acquirements, I
fhould at once have given the pre-eminence
to the latter. Merit in a like manner, is
therefore often robbed, and merely from the
want of judgment in the umpire. ~But alas!
my friend how much oftener in confequence
of uncandid prejudice. In your next, your
opinions on thefe fubjets will greatly oblige

Yours, A. B.

LETTER XXII.
[In Anfwer.]

From W. FE. P. to A. B.
SiR,

Iz we take a retrofpe@ive view of human
nature and inveftigate the contrafted propen-
fities of mankind, we fhall find them as varie
gated in their noble defigns or low meannef-
{es, as they differ in ftature and feature. Pro-
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penfity, in my mind, is the very fpring and
alone material impulfe of diftinguithed merit ;
and as I may fay, the zenith which perfeis,
and the focal point where every intelletual
faculty concurs. Here we may fhine, or like
rays of light probably diverge not to be dif-
tinguifthed at any particular point. Give me
leave to remark, where pature has not been
a niggard of her common gifts, propenfity will
fucceed. Though the education of a Shake-
{pear had originated in the reclufe cottage of
a peafant ; though fate had placed his birth
in the diftant and wild deferts of Arabia ;
though penury had pent up his faculties -
though the clouds of fuperftition, malice and
envy had enveloped his intellectual rays ;. yet
Tike the fun who pierces the atmolpherick
clouds that oppofe its beams, fo his geniag,
by patience and perfeverance, would have dif-
pelled the indignant circle, and his fame
have fpread far and wide. A degree of pre-
judice in decifion, either for or againft, fer- -
pentinely lurks in the breaft of almoft every
man, and he muft have akeen eye to his con-
fcience fo as to repel its deceptive influegce.
For inftance, the Britifh Rofcius* pronounc-
ed againft theinimitable performances of the
celebrated Mrs. Siddons, and this lady we are
thoroughly convinced, has far excelled al] her
female predeceflors in the arduous fcenes of
the bufkin mufe, and at the prefent day ftands
unrivalled, and has acquired fo much honour
in theatricals as to merit and obtain preemi-

* David Garrick.
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mence—gain the applaufe and meet-the united
approbation of the moft competent and expe-
rienced judges of theatrical reprefentation.
Yet this diftinguifhed charalter of excellence,
our Rofcius gave it as his opinion would nev-
er be an‘ornament to any theatre. To what
infatuation fhall we attribute this unaccounia-
ble error? To the influence of prejudice or
the want of judgment. The latter would be
derogatory to his charadter, the former in-
confiftent with the man. Many are the mif-
takes hiftory recounts to us fimilar to the
foregoing. Permit me to advife agreeably to
my fentiments on this important fubjet. In
that breaft where a fteady propeniity exifts to
accomplith any objett, or arrive at any par-
ticular point, there muft be a firm determina-
4ion not to be removed by any arguments or
difficulties. For this propenfity is mother na-
ture’s coin, and will go current.  To this the
world owes its Newtons, its Lockes, its uﬂou-
ans, biographers; and poets, and not alene to
acquired education.  If you wifh to ‘become
an artift or a poet, give the vaulting pegafus
rein and follow up ‘his courfe in flmp of biz
otry or buz, nor calculate to meet the wnlw
of low ambition, or the immediate approba-
tion of real friends.

When the young caé; e Fr_J, i'?s Wwiags,

He fans the air, but fecble ¢l xno“ s

U .1bxm"u, uncropp \1 ia time he'll dy,

Aand mix with eagles in the fky.
Concluding  your opinion will acquicfce
with mine, 1 fublcribe l“jfylf
' S 'as l‘l',,.} LA M P

icurs ¥ o d-y o
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EETTER X1V,
from d. B. 10 W. F. P.

SiRr,

WitH your {entiments on prejudice I was
highly gratified, and it immediately reminded
me of this fentiment of Pope :

“ And hence one mafter pafion in the breaft,
¢ Like Aaron’s ferpent fwallows all the reft.”

I would advife you, if you intend publithing
our correfpondence a fecond time, to demon.
ftrate as fully as poflible, thofe propofitiors
you may think imperfe&, and elucidate fuch
obfervations as you may think obfcure. As
thefe remarks, together with a few metrical
compofitions, would be very {uitable under
the head of an appendix, and, as I fancy, would
be very pleafing to every reader, and hand- :
fomely clofe your volume. Sir,your laft letter
reminds me of your promife in letter 17th,
that at a more convenient opportunity you
would gratify my requeft contained in letter
16th, refpeting the impertinence of a critick.
And as I think it will wear the complexion of
your opinion on prejudice, contained in your
laft epiftle, an acquiefcence with thefe wiflies
will greatly relieve the impatience of him who
anxioufly waits to perufe the ¢ffufions of your
poetick fancy.

TR S L f e R
e et

AA. Bl

_—
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E ETFER XXV

‘ [In Anlwer ]

From W. F. P, to A. B.
Sir,

[ 'RETURN you my fincere thanks for your
valuable advice, which | found ufeful at all
times, and candid on all occafions. Pleafe,
fir, to continue advancing your opinions free-
ly, leaving formality to the fop, and imitation
to the fool. Refpeéting your fentiments rela-
tive to a review of the work, and metrical
compofitions to be comprized in an appendix,
as allo fubmitting the whole to the publick,
I fhall ftrictly adhete to your opinion. Inow
proceed, in compliance with your laft requeit,
to inclofe you a few lines relative to criticifm,
which will be contained in a parody on a
poem f{tyled -

i (Y 1 SRS = b 5
1.ONG has it been my much detefled fute
T'o mark the tl)p and hear the coxcomb prate
Whofe fharpeft wit would keener wit require
To infure the widing’s fafety by the fire.

b AR ld | Bl s . : {
et would you think’t how it comes to pafs
Ie’s turn’d a critick nature form’d an. afs
lanl - ' s

Lo his fuperior knowledge all muft bow,

He’s college bred and furely ought to know.

I'he brightelt work of art he cannot bear,
So many faults he fees that are not thei# ;

roauce whnate er you may 11l yerie «

S ST B
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He'll anfwer poh, or clfe turn wp his nofe.
Thus with much impudence he bares dominion,
And bids us acquiefce with his opinion.

Two jult fuch criticks chatting on their way,

Would draw extradts from Milton, Pope and Gay »

With equal fkill they fly from fage to fage,

Remark the ftyle, and fpout at ev’ry page ;

With equal judgment and dull fenfe refin’d;

Much converfation was to friendfhip join’d.

But now old difcord thook his crimfon head,

Rofe from his cell, the fire of mifchief faid,,

"Trophies adieu ! What wonders do I {ce,

Divines will foon, if criticks thus agree.

Come forth my evils, fhew vanity her art,

And fet thefe criticks fighting ¢’er they part

Over, around, my faithful phantewm train,

Search their defe@s, and peep into their brains

T’ effe this purpofe well obferve my rule,

And make one jack-afs call the other fool.

In hafle of praife away the aerials fly,

Sullen the brow, apd venomiz'd the eye 5

Give vanity and impudence a part,

And one the wit to fuy thefe lines by heart &

“ A little learning is a dang’rous thing,

¢ Drink deep or tafte not the Pierian fpring

Goldfmith my boy, the other quick replies,

And jult as quick the other friend denies.

Siry in the Trav’ler the {elf fame lines,

Y’ve readthem, d—n me fir, a thoufand times.

Sue@ator, {ir, is author of the picce,

But why difpute, or fpend my breath with geefe.

Geele, do you fay, 1 tell you fir at once,

That I’'m your mafter—blockhead, puppy, dunce:
.

Pance, fir! replies the other ina rage,
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Recall thofe words, orelfe I will engage ;
By mafes light, and bythe quill I taper,
My verfe fhall lath you in a publick paper.
So each infilting he alone was right, i
They both difmounted to commence a fight.
When luckily the third came up by fate,

To bim they fly, and quick the queftion ftate
Rehears’d the lines as faft as tonguz could do it,
And begg’d he’d tell them if he knew the poet.
But e’er the'mian could an{wer pro or con,

One bawls out Goldfmith, th’ other Addifon.
Poh'! criesthe umpire, ceafe your ufelefs pother,
The lines belong to neither one nor t'other ;

‘ This I affert will farther proof provide, {i
Step to my houfe, my library will decide. i
The afithor’s Milton, this I'll prove by print,

Then you'll believe, or elfe the devil’s in’t.

In print! ¢ Oh pray fir doy” and then but look,

You'll ind that Gold{mith’s author of the book.

1’1l bet a thoufand pounds you both.are wrong ;

“I'he happy lines were penn’d by Addifon.

You're warm, dear firs ; but hark ye, I'll engage,
Milton’s the man, and prove it by the page.

( Now }:a:rs’d the gate, they maxe the knocker roar,
‘ The frighted fervant trembling op’c
" The fainting wife her hufband’s rathoefs blames,

| the door ;

Dear{oul! fhe thought the houfe mult bein flames. (!

‘ : =R -
bolt in, the girl altonifh'dlooks,

F” The three 1,

They eye the library, and they {eize the books 3

For Goldfmith, Addifon and Milton prefs,

i ¢ : i

But run them through with equal unfuccefs. {t
The mafter’s fon, a ready thriving weed, :
To whom dame naturehad been kind indeed ; |
2 it

% z
1
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Says, (prithee dad) what means this long oration,
The words you fpeak I've read in a quotation j
And if my mem’ry ferves, which will I hope,
I now affirm the fignature was Pope.
Pope ! Pope! Yes fir, by all my witticifm,
¥ou'll find the lines wrote in his critici{m.
Down comes the book, and lo! with much furprize
Both blockheads ftare, th’ man look’d “wond’rous wife.”*
When {ilence broke, the fage with judgment {trong,
Obferv'd that none were right, but all were wrong ;
That many inftances will prove this truth,
‘Fhat none can be infallible on earth;
That here to err, proves not the want of fenfe,
Buz in perfilting, lays the impotence ;
Twere vain a lib’ral knowledge to purfue,
Unulefs that nature has been lib’ral too ;
"T'hat labour’d art might ornament the whole,
Judgment was ftill the beauty and the foul.
All three allow’d, that being deceiv’d in thisy
- In judging merit, they might judge amifs ;
That well confider’d in the genuine light,
*Twas cafier far, to criticifc than write,

I conclude, hoping thele lines will mect
with your indulgence. In diligently perufing
the work, I thov; ht it unneceflary to make

any further comments on the demonftration
of “the propofitions relative to philofophical
experiments and balancing, as alfo the eluci-
dation of any obfervations contained in thefe
letters, (as you requelted in your laft) but
{hall fubmlt the work to the candour of an
enlightened publick.

I remain yours, with every {entimental

with, W.F.P.

T —




APPENDIX.

LETTER L

From A. B. to W. F, P.
Sir,

IN my laft, I mentioned to you a review of’

our correfpondence, in order to your demon-
ftrating more fully fuch propofitions as you
might think imperfe&t, and elucidating ob-
fervations you might conceive obfcure. In
anfwer to that letter, you obferve that after
diligently perufing its contents,. you think it
unneceflary to make any further comments
on the fubje&. AsI haveyour letters by me,
and copies of thofe I have written you, 1 took
a convenient opportunity to reperufe them,
and was fenfibly. convinced. that the demon-
ftrations of propofitions therein contained
were extremely . accurate.. = Your opinions
refpeing unufual vifions or founds, I con-
ceive cannot be more clearly explained. But

fome further remarks on. predi&tions from.

palmiftry and aftrology,. and on%racular re-
{ponfes, 1 conceive would enhance the value
of the publication by rendering it more fatis-
factory to the readers. Your obfervations on
the Phantafmagora, Italian Shades, Rope-
dancer, Puppets, &c. Reluminating Automa-
ton, Philofophical Experiments and Balanc-

ing, which have fo long aftonifhed mankind,
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and which arts have been confined to fo very
few, have by your penetration been difcover-
ed, and by your pen defcribed in fo intelligi-
ble a manner, that he who reads may eafily
underftand. Your parody was very accepta-
ble to a large concourfe of my acquaintance,
to whom Iread the fame. I wait with impa-
tience for fome further remarks.
Till then, yours, &c. A. B..

LET TER AL
[In Anfwer.]
From W. F. P. to A. B.

Sir,

Sinck the receipt-of your laft, it flrikes
‘me, fome credulous perfons who may perufe
this volume, (notwithftanding what 1 have
faid on the fubject) might pofiibly be biafled
in favour of fome of the aftrological calcula-
tions, as they refpet fate and fortune ; and
more efpecially thould features of circumftan-
ces that had happened to them fince their
birth, be prediéted conformably to the fign
prefiding on the month in which they were
born. « But let thofe, (who may  from this
fingular circumftance be thus inclined -to be-
lieve) take into confideration thatit would be
very extraordinary indeed, if amongitfo ma-
ny thoufands who are born every month in
the year, none fhould anfwer to the portrait
drawn by the aftrologer. 1f ‘we predict at

—~ R
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random, we fhall find fome one correfpond to
the charalter prognofticated.

Refpetiifg palmiftry, I have to obferve,
that the principal lines of the palms of the
hands, fuch as thofe the profeflors of the art
call the table line, line of life, and line of
death, may be much altered and greatly de-
faced, according to the occupation of the per-
fon. In ufing the palms of the hands,.fome
mechanical operations will contra& and oth-
ers expand the lines.

As my opinion relpe&ing fortune tellers has
been eppofed by people who have had the
credulity to believe them, and who have af-

. firmed that their prognoftications were true,

to fuch perfons 1 fhall further remark, that
thefe pretended peepers into paft or future
events, have their emiffaries to whom- they
aflign their particular ffations. Some are fta-
tioned under the eaves of houfes, fome in
corners of the fireets, and others in places of
publick refort, where they can cither obferve,

hear, or inquire into the circumftances of

thofe perfons, who they. probably think will
apply to them refpe@ing their future deftiny.
It appears to me that the means by which
they come to the knowledge where flolen
goods are fecreted, arifes from their agents or
themfelves taking and fecreting the property.
If this or fomething fimilar is not the cale,
why need they depend for their livelihood on
amufing the weaker part of the community,
when the pofleflor of fuch a faculty, need not
fear the inveftigation of the moft difcerning,

but on the contrary might rank his abilities.

- G S TR Sy e e
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with the moft diftinguithed of mankind. For
his fingular talents his fociety would be court-
ed by men of real worth. His fervices by the
expofure of criminal a&ions amply rewarded
in a court of juftice. But for fear of detetion
he thrinks from men of worth, for fear of
punithment he flies from a court of juftice,
and intrudes. his impofitions on the inexperi-
enced and the young.

You requeft a few more remarks on oracu-
lar refponfes, but having, in my opinion, fuf-
ficiently explained them, (fo far as relates to
their principles of conftrution) in my former
obfervations on the *acouftick temple and ora-
eles, I will gratify you with a certain mode
of procedure by which the fecret confulta-
tions of private {ocieties may be made known.
Above the ceiling of a hall where” focieties
meet to ‘deliberate on bufinefs appertaining
particularly to themfelyes, their confultations
may be heard at any diftance by the following
method. = Place a concavity of tin or of
plafter, cxtending to each corner of the room,
of the formarion of half the globe horizon-
tally, and concave downward as if forming a
dome to the room. Now acrofs the rim of
this dome ftrain a canvafs, which being cov-
ered with paper, paint or white-wath, will ap-
pear no other than the ceiling of a com-
mon room. Perforate this fubftituted cejl-
ing with a needle until it become full of fmall
holes, which holes will be unobferved by the
tompany as thofe are which communicate the

* See Expofitor on the fubje@ of acoufticks,
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found from the pipes to the acouftick temple,
At the convex point of this dome muft be a
circular conveyance of about two inches:di-
ameter, for the found to iflue from the room.
In order to communicate the converfation of
the company, fcrew a pipe to the orifice on
the top of the dome, making, direGions as
may feem moft convenient, to a. fimilar con-
caye in another room, into which the pipe
muft enter, and in this manner every perfon
fecreted in the room laft mentioned, may
overhear the confultations of thofe focieties
who affemble in the former room.

I now conclude, withing to know whether
my fentiments on your three laft requifitions
meet with your approbation.

From yours, &c. W. F. P.

BEETTER. . IIIL

Fram A. B. to W. F. P.
SIR,

Your readinefs to comply with my fo many
importuning requifitions, confers o me obli-
gations which 1 am fully fenfible cannot be
repaid. But you requeft to know my fenti-
ments refpecting your farther remarks on for-
tune telling by palmiftry and aftrology, asalfo
on oracular refponfes, calls forth my every
exertion once more to write you. .. fhe ob-
fervations on fortune telling by palmiftry and

aftrology, in my opinion very much elucidat-

g S SE A
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ed your letter* on that fubje¢t. When'
came to the claufe which contained the im-
-pofitions of thefe (as you ftyle them,) peepers
into paft and future events, I could not with-
{tand the temptation of fubmitting the con-
tents of the letter to the perufal of fome par-
ticular confidants, fuppofing by your ufual
.candour, you wotild -have no objections to my
handing it to them to read. They as well as
myfelf were highly gratified with the juftnels
of your obfervations, and remarked that your
prognoftications concerning their fate were
much nearer the truth than their forefight in-
to the fecrets of others. Your method of
explaining how the fecret confultation of fo-
cicties rgay become known, was highly grati-
fying and fuperceded the necefiity of any fur-
ther remarks on refponding oracles. T'he
probability being that this letter will be the
laft I fhall write previous to an intended voy-
age, having determined fhortly to make the
tourof Europe, if it will be convenient for
you to write me inclofing in yourgnext letter
the {pecimens of poetry you intend annexing
to the publication of our corsefpondence,
(thould I never revifit the American fhores, or
_ {ee the intended publication,) will greatly tend

to amufe me on my paflage, and will, with the
letters, alwaysrenind me of him whofe cor-
refpondence has been fo much to my amufe-
ment and inftruction§ ‘and from the profit of
whofe information 1 am thus neceflitated re-
lu@antly to withdraw. As the communi-
cating of our ideas by the medium of paper,

* Sixth Letter, firft part of this volume.
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in rconfequence of my propofed. intentions
muft thortly ceafe, I would advife you ftill to
continue expofing to the publick eye whatever
may tend to amufe or inform.

Sincerely lamenting that we mult fo foon
{eparate, with cordial wifhes for your welfare
and happinefs, 1 fubfcribe myfelf

Yours, &c. A. B.
£.S. I fhall not take paffage under fix
weeks,

LETTER 1V.
[In Anfwer.]

From W. F. P. to A. B. :

Q
VIR,

I rece1vED your lalt by poft, which both
highly gratified and ferioufly furprized me.
The gratification arole from, your candour
and that of your confidants ; the furprize
from your jntentions of fo fuddenly taking an
European tour. There not being a conven-
ient opportunity to fend on the poetry you
mentioned at prefent, and the interval before
you fail allowing me fufficient time to collect
and arrange the fame, I will inclofe it in fome
future letter. - You requeft me to continue
expofing to the publick eye whatever - may
tend to amufe or inform. I fhall make it my
bufinefs to penetrate into whatever is curious,
and perfevere in publifhing the fame. My
next will contain more copious obfervations

G
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on your laft. Inperufing the American Uni-
verfal Magazine, | was much pleafed with re-
marks on the art of holding a fecret corref-

pondence by means of ink, (named fympa.

shetick) which is as follows :

¢ The fecret of the ink of fympathy con.
fifts in two waters of different virtues, which
though very clear feparately, become opaque
and of a deep brown colour, after its being
mixed together. They are thus compofed :
A gailon “of diftilled vinegar, in which has
been put an ounce of litharge of filver, is
made to boil during half a quarter of an hour.
This is the firft compofition.

The fecond is made with a piece of quick-
lime and a little mplmcn , infufed for four
~and twenty hours in a fufficient quantity of
water. Now very clean and well varnifhed

earthen pots muft be ufed.  Thefe two liquors
muﬂ be filtrated {eparately, and they will be
found perfeétly tranfparent. Their ufe isin
this manner: You write with the firft water
what you w muld 10t have feen, and the writ-

dx‘ appears the moment it is dry.; but by
runnmrr over the paper a [ponge 1hough ever
fo little hume&ed with the ilccnu water, the
writing will bezin to appearin the colour of
a red, bordering upon black. When thefe
waters are newly made and care has been tak-
en to cover the pot clofe in which the qmck
lime was infufed, it is not neceflary that the
humedted fponge fhould touch the writing to
make it appear, it will be fuflicient to hold
it at a little diftance.. It has been frequently
feen thatthe lime water is fo efficacious that

B el e m. e
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after layinz upon the table the letter written
with the firt water and covering it with a
ream of paper, by pouring fome of the fecoud
water on the upper leaf, the only onc that is
made wet its virtue will penetrate through
the thicknefs of the entire ream, and the
writing will grow blacks 1he ink of {fympa-
thy alts and obtains its eftett through a book
and even a wall. The phyfical caule of thefe
phenomena proceeds {from the force of the
lime 3 and this force coufilts ia vplatile {pirits,
which pafs through bodics with an altonithing
fubtilty, and even extend to a confiderable
diftance.”

Concluding this mode of holding a fecret
correfpondence will be deemed worthy of an
experiment, and confidered meriting a place
inyour repofitory of curiofities, as well as a
gratification to your numerous acquaintance,
I conclude with fincere wifhes for your health

and happinefs. W.TI.P.

LETEER V.

[ In continuation, ]

From W.F. P. to 4. B.
SIR,

In my laft, wilhing to inclofe to you the ex-
tralt from the American Magazine relative to
the fympathetick ink, I delayed making any
remarks on your intended tour, and muft re-
queft the favour of‘another letter previous to
your embarkation. With pain I behold the
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approaching epoch which will we know not
how long determine our feparation ; perhaps
forever. How can I fubmit to part with {o
valuable a corréfpondent, by whofe interefting
advice my foul has oft been divefted of 2 load
of intruding cares, by whofe fympathetick
feelings, forrow has been driven from my
couch, and by whofe friendthip a double zeft
has been added to the pleafures of life. ~ But
of what avail are compliments ? Let them
pafs as toys foxn the amufement of courtiers ;
counterleit coin, current amongit pretended
friends ; an ignis fatuus that leads the unwa-
ry aftray. Sull anxious to feek your advice,
and to merit your approbation on all 1 may
expofe to publick view, I enclofe you my fen-
timents as they occur to my mind relating to
the extravagant ftyle of writing and exagger-
ating of the various performpances announced
by proprietors of different exhibitions. In
order to arreft the curiofity of the publicks;
and infure their exhibitions credit and fuccefs,,.
it has long been the nefarious praltice of ex-
hibitois to announte eonfiderable more than
they are found to perform. Inwriting their-
delufive bills each one feemsto vie with the
other who fhall exaggerate the moit. Upon
the perufal of their feveral notifications, the
inquiring mind of the curious is alive to the
greateft cxpectation, and calculates (after pay+
ing his fee) to indulge his fancy with a fome-
thing, which upon tefting proves itfelf infignif-
icant, and if poflible lefs than nothing. Con-
fequently fuch extravagant calls on the publick
guriofity, however they may. be the means of

e
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attralting the attention of credulity, meect the
contempt of the well-informed.  To be  can-
did and inhoneft terms delcribe an exhibition,
is in my opinion much the wifeflt calculation ;
obfervmg rather to keep within the bounda-
ries than foar beyond the limits of its due mer-
it. How deteftable, to be invited through the

medium of a pompous advertifement to wit-

nefs fome great phenomenon, and this pre-
tended phenomenon proves to be neither the
production of art or nature, but merely
trumpery without contrivance, The friends
of ingenuity defpifing fuch delufions, become
difgufted with tbc name of exhibitions.

I conclude, prefuming the improprieties
mentioned in tl 18 letter will be deemed in
your confideration as they are in mine, I ftyle
mv{ I your well wifher and

humble fervant, W. F. P..

EETTER VR

From A. Bt WF-P:
SIR,

AGREEABLY to my belt feelings, I now
rhcoxiully comply with your raq‘mtmg my

again writing you. Amidit a multxt)hcm) of
butmmx which my fo fudden departure impo-
fes, you muft excufe my brevity. Your ex-
tract from the American I\I’ur.ume refpecting
the fympathetick ink, 1 comxdex as a very val-

u.\blu acquifition ; as correfpondents in two.

(8 2
W&
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different countries might by this means,
(though their letters were intercepted) elude
detetion. As for inftance, one friend may
write another on different occurrences, cap-
tioning and concluding his letter with com-
mon mk which when opened would appear
no other than as letters between corref-
pondents are commonly written ; whereas
what is apparently blank, by being written
with the firlt ink, is veiled from the deteétion
of an infpettor, as-he would naturally con-
clude that what he faw written with black
ink contained the intentions of the writer.
Obfervations on exaggerated advertifements,
as mentioned in your la{’c recall to my mind
the chagrin and mort'ﬁmdon I have myfelf
experienced, by being a 'deluded witnefs to
the contraft between faying and doing. But
being fituated as I am excufe my further re-
ma]k ng on the fubjeét.

Pleafe to fend on immediately thofe {peci-
mens of poetry you intend afmcxing to the
publication. You obferve itis with pain you

~pehold the aporoachmg era of our feparation ;

but I hope that its duration will not be fo
lafting as to admit the term forever. But the
interval, whatever term fate may allot, I view
with the fame eyes, and feel a fimilar difa-
greeable fenfation at parting {rom one whofe
confidence has ever remained unfhaken.

I now take my leave, wilhing you' health,
wealth and long life.
Farewel ! adieu !

adieu ! A B
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LETTER «VIL
[In Anpfwer.]

From W. F. P. to 4. B.

Siw, 1

Respeerine the fpecimens™ of poetry,
which I'propofe annexing to the work, I fhall
inclofe them in my next letter, and it is
my earneflt hope they will anfwer the purpofe
fuggefted in your lalt but one. Not having
time to adjult them according to my wifhes,
I forbear to make any comments. From
your intentions of making the tour of Eu-
rope, I venture to fuggelt a hint which my
prefumption trufts, will not be unacceptable
to my friend. When in England you will no
doubt vifit the theatres.  The ladies of Co-
vent Garden and Drury Lane, are very falci-

nating and the charms of thefe fyrens are al-
moft  irrefiftible ; ; and fhould they convey a
{park of the confequence of their favour into
your affetions, you will confequently find
yourfelf on fire and flaming fimilar to mount
Vefuvius.  For this reafon I advife you to
live temperate, and keep a ftrong hand to
yolir heart, by which means the bills* daily
prefented you will become unneceflary to
perule, and their invitations needlefs. Should
you vifit Turkey, you muft be extremely cir-

* At almoft every corner of the fireets of London,
quack do&ors {tation fome perfon employed by them to
prefent printed invitations, {etting forth their long experi-
ence and great fuccefs in eradicating the venereal difeafe.
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cumfpet, as the ladies are very partial to
mufick, and the gentlemen have a fingular
method of making fine fingers. However,
leaving digreflions, I fincerely with that you
may be bleft with that ineftimable treafure,
health ; that your undertakings may be prof-
perous, and ggles favourable, {ucceeded by a
fafe and hdppy landing at your deftined port.
Your ever remaining friend, W.F. P.

LETTER VIII.
From W. F. P. to A. B.

Sir,

THE poems inclofed in this epiftle are
Ipecimens of the poetry I contemplate annex-
ing to the intended publication. I know my
infufliciency in metrical compofition, as well
as profe, and alfo knowI am not by great
preeminence fo induftrious as fome poets, who
indeed, with truth on their fides, may juftly be.
{tyled the fons and daughters of the mufes.
lowever, from a paper column of my oddi-
fies, you perceive I have made out to fele& a
few ; and which, indifferent and fhort of mer-
it as they are, I judged to be the beft, and
fhall venture to publifh the fame, relying on
that indulgence which has ever been made
manifeft in all my publick undertakings.
The remainder of the poetick pile, to do
honour to myfelf and likewife fave the pur-
chafer the timne and difagreeable tafk of read-
ing them, humanely 1 have configned to the:
flames, and in order to make ameads to the
reader for the lofs of what I can at the moli’




WITCHCRAFT. Sk

confider as wafte’paper, I fhall introduce fev-
eral curio#s experiments with my explana-
tions of the fame ; fuch experiments as at
one time' I had no intention fhould furnifh
fubje&s for this volume, and. whereby the
value of this publication will be much en-
hanced, but not the price. From the fample
of poems preferved, I fear I have much rea-
fon to prefue the reader will not grievoully
lament the fate of thofe deftroyed. ‘Ihe
following are the additions alluded to :

1ft. The Invifible Lady made wifible.

)
18

Y

g
e~ 41

il

|

C s the perfon ftationed to make herfelf vifible to. the
company.

B is the face of the lady refleéted from the mirror above
the ceiling, to that ia the pyramid of the temple,

A is the obferver and the tube.
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The principle of this improvement is di-
rectly that of the penetrating {py-glafs, with
fome trifling alterations excepted. The rail-
ing as originally remains otagonal, with
eight polts ; four of which pofts run to the
ceiling of the room in which the temple is ex-
hibited. They feeming to ftrangers for no
other purpofe than that of fupporting a tefter,
fimilar to that of a bed. 7This tefter is cur-
tained from poft to poft, hanging in fwags
about 2 footand a half from the ceiling ; con-
tiguous to the tefter is a tube running
through and forming an elbow above the
ceiling, in the angle of which tube is placed
a mirror ; fo that whatever is prefented to the
opening of the tube above the ceiling, is re-
fleed to another mirror, concealed in the
pyramid obliquely with that above.  Secure
to the pyramid and made faft to the railin
is a tin tube, which tube is placed directly
oppofite to the above mentioned mirror in the
pyramid ; through this tube the fpetator
obferves whatever is prefented to the mirror
above the ceiling, which by the particular po-
fition and virtue of thefe two mirrors, the
obferver is made to believe he fees the lady in
the cheft, when in reality he fees her above
the ceiling. The tube that pofleffes the mir-
ror may be two or three inches in diameter,
and that contiguous to the railing one ; and
fhould, to be the better deception, contain a
perfpeftive glafs; however, common glafs
will anfwer. I fuppofe the conveyance of the
{ound in this cafe is by the tin tubes running
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up thefe very pofts that fufpend the curtains,
as that would be much the readieft and the
beft way, the agent being above. My publi-
cation intitled the Expofitor, gives, I think,
a full explanation of the founds relative to
this acouftick temple. You may fuppofe it
a little furprizing that the company do not
detett the opening in the tefter or that of the
ceiling ; the latter is fecreted by the tefter,
and the recefs in the teftor by puffs and well
difpofed folds in the curtains. To fhew this
by day, the temple muit be placed about two
feet from one fide of the room where is a win-
dow ; in the pyramid mentioned muft be a
glafs three inches fquare, favouring this win-
dow, which window muft communicate light
through this pane, to the mirror in the pyra-
mid, or the image will be left in darknefs.
To fhew it in the e evening, caudles muft be
placed in an horizontal line with the top of
the pyramid, and at the fame diftance as the
window, for the fame [pecial purpofe ; and
likewife to prevent any light being obferved
by the company from the lady’s apartment
above. The cheft hasnow only three trump-
ets and the company cannot fafely be admitted
behind for Year of their oblerving the g glafs
mentioned, in the pyramid. If any difpute
the accuracyof the above explanation,lct them
place their hat or any other fubftance on the
topof the pyramid and the lady will not be
able to fhew her pretty face.

2d. Zhe Miraculous Inkfand.

This ftand may be made either of tin or
pewter ; 1 thould give the preference to the
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latter. Make your ftand on the following
plan : ~ Let its form be circular, and the rim
two or three inches deep ; the place-of accels
to the ink on the top, a little out of the cen-
tre ; the bottom muft be made feparate. On
the infide of the bottom, fecured in a half
circle, muft be three cups, each capable of

containing a fmall quantity of ink, black, red

and green. Thefe cups, when the bottom
urns round muft come directly oppofite the

ace of accefs for the pen to'the ink, which
fheuld taper like a tunnel. Made faft to the
infide of the ftand and reaching to the cen-
tre, muft proje& a piece of tin, having a hole
punched through the end of the fame. The
rim muf have two rabbets.  Exaltly in the
centre of the bottom muft be fecured a wire.
Now having your infide rabbet {fmooth and
even, put in the bottom, running the wire
through the above projeting piece of tin
mentioned, and Into a focket at the top ;
this bottom turning according to your mind,
and the cups iikewife to their defired place,
put on the other rabbet as neatly as poflible,
and your fland is compleat. Exhibit it as fol-
lows':—-—Having provided three pentlemen
with a clean pen each and paper, obferve, that
they will greatly oblige you by their writing
a word or {entiment on that paper. They
will no doubt remark they have no ink ; then
prefent your ftand, and with your fuger un-
derneath the fame, you may {ecretly turn the
bottom fo as to fhift unfeen which of ihe inks
you pleafe under the tube at top, in which
they place their pens, confequently yeu will
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‘oblige them to partake of the three different
inks. When the writing is exhibited the
wonder arifes in their minds how this could
be poffible, feeing they all three filled their
pens from the fame fountain. In cafe of a
clofe examination of the ftand, a {pring might
be conftruted fo as to prevent the bottom
from being turned by any one but yourlelf.
Remember to have cotton in your cups or the
ink will not be fafe..

3d. The curious Padlock.

This padlock is made for thé purpofe of
being faltened on the cheek, and the curiofity
depends altogether on the dexteriry with which
it 1s there placed, and if well done it feldom
fails creating univerfal laughter.  This lock
is made as follows : It is fhaped like the com-
mon padlock ; the bow muft be made to open
and thut in the centre, theonehalf immoveable,
the other to play as in other locks, with the
addition of a fpring only ; this fpring in thre
box of the lock, keeps this half clofe to the

H
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other half bow. To prevent the joint from
being detetted, the bow is notched regularty
all round, about a quarter of an,inch apart,
To place it on the check, with your thumb
prefs that part of the bow back that pafles
the fpring ; you may have a key to do this,

but I do not fee any great utility in it, and I
wonder among all the celebrated fons of leg-
erdemain, none have had ingenuity fufficient
to contrive this lock fo as toopen occcnon"tlly
like any common lock.  To affe& this, have

your lock made on this confhumon ;—have

your bow notched as in the former, and fepa-
rated in the centre ; i'rom otie of the halves
cut off a iwce as far as the firft notch, being
one quarter of an inch, through this piece
cut a {quare hole ; now {wivel to that half of
the bow from whence you took the piece a
ferew of two o three iI ead’s w orm, the.re-
qmaining part being {quare and one fourth of
an inch long ; on this ferew put the piece you
cut off with the fquare hole init; the fcrew
muit be thouldered on the fi ‘: next the worm

and a place funk _n the piece to recelve it
thefe together turning c:f;iy on the fwivel, that
half of the Lu\ is compleat. The other half
baw at . the centre mult be funk

V f(;i‘a‘i\‘." men-
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able joint divided in the fame period of time.
Now we {uppofe the bow in one, and confe-
quently opens and fhuts like any common
lock. The box of the lock need only be made
thus much different, with refpedt to the infide
there muft be a fpring for the purpole asn
tioned in the former padlock, and the key
muft not only enter the bolt which makes fait
that half of the bow, as is pointed out in the
other lock, but unconfines the {pring, which
when unlocked muft have no influence on the
bow. The advantage of this improvement
on the magick lock to the performer is this,
he may fhow it to the company as a comoil

lock, they may put a private mark upon it, It
they may lock it and retain the key, 1t may !
be ieft in fight and ufed in fight, and after-
wards thrown upon the table for examination.

The aftonifhment arifes from the feveral con-
vincing proofs of its being the fame and a
common lock. Let the bow be fquare as the

purchafe will be greater for the {crew. f
Yours, &c. W. F. P.

Lucubration of an evening, on the Profpect of

Human Expectation, compared to the Uucuyos,
or what is commonly called the Fire-fly.

CURIOUS wanderer of the night,
Adorn’d with artificial light,
Of inoffenfive fire;
Be this way {till your conftant flight,
That I may view thee with delight,
And nature’s works admire.
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Little flame of nature’s treafure,
Who could harm thy glowing pleafure,
Who put out thy light .
Securely twinkle round my fafh,
Say vain is pride, and life’s a flafh,
} i , But momentary bright.

1l When pleafing profpeQs are in view,
o And happinefs which all purfue,
i 1 : - Thy Gimile is feen 5
i Tor juft alike delufive fpark,
bR You fly our grafp and all is dark
When following thy gleam,

Riches we prize, when them we gain,
b Not fatisfy’d—with toil and pain
‘ We eager grafp for more 3
The phantom then obfeures its beam, |
Makes itfelf wings; far off is feen,
With what we had befors,

Ambitious views that firethe mind,

o To noble deeds which blefs mankind,

jiHed May for a moment {hine ;
ki Ufurping, power the laurels take, ‘

A wreath Tor their own brows to make.

They are no longer thine.

i fond of aftronomick lore,
‘And nature’s laws would fain explore,

Still you are in the dark 3
Uncertain is our €vry rule,
The wifeft man is but a fool,

His knowledge but a {park,
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Thus through life’s maze its man’s employ
To dream of blifs he’ll ne’er cnjov

And wake to conftant care.
'Tiil death thall clofe his earthly fcene,

And like the fly fhut up his beam,
He's gone an unknown where.

The Painter and a celebrated Lord. .

TO pride muft merit ever fall a dupe,
1

Cringe to thc rich or to a natural ftoop ?
Will jealous fu tung never friendly prove,

And hnl her aid where mother nature ftrove 2
Since n‘.g‘cmuty V-,‘x:f out a purfe,

In this wife world is little but a curfe;

(‘;h might they j’) n or iu aven not impart

The hmtu n acq! to the heart ;

Or 1‘ one oaly e our boon,

Reftow the purfe wnd give it foon.

Riches for me, inventions now No more,

Curfed propenfity to keep us poor.

‘Thus {poke our panter, who to truth inclin’d
Held facred the intent his art defign’d 3

"T'o flatter none nor would he flattered be,

The joke was his, the veady repartee.

A certain il fram’d, difpropos tion’d lord,
Whofe brains, as looks, prov’d nature’s difregard,
[ook’t 1 i n vanity the vitor, ufe 3
He was grown hand ome, and would have his pift-
Sent for our painter in a:fingle trice,

Who {tipulated was to time and price.

The pilure finith’d with his ufual {Kill,

Took't home aud-alfo took, being poor, the bills
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Each connoiffeur approv’d the painting much;,
Confefs’d the likenefs and admir’d the touch ;
All but our lord, and he, old nick requite him,
Diflik’d it ; why, forfooth, ’twas too much like ki,
This he difpraifes, that condemns, and ftill
Intriguing to curtail the painter’s bill ;
[l Now raging, he confults the candid glafs,
” | { , And more difpleas’d, he calls the painter afs.
i 1 This call you me, you ftupid, fightlefs elf ?
i Away, fir, withit | and away yourfelf !

flel 11 Yet ftay, you've had fome trouble, fir, in thort, 1
Ill pay you golden guineas twenty for't ;
Nay do not cavil, here the fequel ftands,
The painting will remain upon your hands.
Not {fo my lord, anon, a fingle touch
Shall make your portrait fetch me thrice as much,
That’s all a jeft, friend brafh, it cannot be, 2
Since you infift, and all the houfe agree
‘The femblance juft ; who is it like but me ? 5
Ne man, I grant, has nature made fo {canty,
But look, my lord, it favours much your in'onkey I
And with the fmall addition of a tail, :
‘To-morrow you may fee yourfelf for fale. &
So fir, good bye ; my handfome lord, adieu !
A tail’s the thing to make it juft like you !
Much chagrin’d, our lord his meaning nos’d,
And fearing with a tail to be expos’d,
Demands his clerk, damn, damn, damnation! 'Wilt !
Call back the faucy dog and pay his bill,

ODE TO MY MOKKLY.
IRONY.

SWEET mimick, Jacco, how I love to hear,
Thy chattering, and admire your grin;
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The mufick of your throat how very elear,
The favage breaft to footh,/enough to win 3
Thofe pretty ears that ftand erect like horns,
Thofe hedge-hog whifkers fliootinground youtface;
Long ivory teeth your pretty mouth adorns,
Your hairis cropp’d and all your head 1s grace.
What charming eyes, darting their azure blue,
Whofe brows are arch, and what a-lovely nofe;
Your chin to form how moft exquifite true,
Your cheeks are redder than the whitelt rofe.
Your body too is form’d in higheft tafte ;
What would fome fair ones give for fhapes like
thine ¢ ey
They girt to imitate thy flendér waift, b
But ah ! they thicker grow and girt'in vain.
Your arms the’ haity, ftill your hands are whité,
Happy your legs have fuch a perfe€t bending ; :
You walk on all fours, or'you go upright,
So fupple are your jointsand condefcending.
Let menot, mufe, o’erlook the greatelt gem,
O Philomel! fweet warbler, now prevail,
Choice be the language of my earneft pen,
Sublime to fing due honours to his tail ! -
Sweet tail! to which your rump much beauty owes,
Straighten’d or curl'd its faculty I hail ! ‘
Believe me, Jack, therc’svmany handfome beaus,
Would give the world for fuch another tail,
Much gravity upon your afpect fits,
“To catch a loufe or overtake a flea ;
The laurel’s thine, you puzzle all our wits,
There’s not a chambermaid can equal thee 5.
And once within your all fuflicient paws,
There’s no efcaping from.your gripe fo dread,
But quick within your guillotine like jaws,
Snap goes your teeth and fnap goes off a head.
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Your mimick fanty proves a genius rare,
What man can do you imitate, but hope
You’ll never fhave ; of razors, Jack, beware,
. Since hiftory tells a monkey cut his throat,
I much delight to fee you jump mifs pufs,
The pains you take the chicken’s cries to fmother ;
And ftill you jump her, chatter, and you bufs,
A better nurfe than many a mother.
Your wonderful agility I note,
Vaft are thy talents, antick, jump ng fire ;
Placid* you far excel upen the rope,
And Harringtont eclipfe upon the wire.
Now don’t believe I flatter you at all,
Him that in heart would greater matter give,
Still many a monkey though not quite fo fmall,
Shall die forgot when in my verfe you'll live.

THE DEVIL, veasus TOM PAIN.
IN MY DREAM.

TO the dark regions of infernal hell,

Where hideous imps and damned devils dwell ;
N here heuvm“‘y’ comets never deign’d to thine,
And fmoke fulphureous clouds the lickly clime ;

There too where Satan lives in lafting night,

And air infeltious choaks the gleams of lights
There where of {ulphur fireams of fire flow,

And flames tremendous ne’er exhaufted grow ';
Lo this dread place, kick’d from above was fent,
A finful fpirit-that would now repent.

But ah ! too late | what power can ‘God’s reftrain,

¥ A famous rope-dancer.
t A celebrated flack:wire walkers
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What price buy off the punifhment and pain ?
As to the gate the trembling finner came,
Melting with fear and wrapt in purple flime ;
What is his fright whenall wide hell appears,
And fhrieks of torture ftun his hﬂenmg ears ?
He tears his hair, defpairing, wrings his hands,
And wildly ftares for felf-condemn’d he ftands,
The footy emperor to the culprit bawls,
Sworn brother to the emperor of the Gauls,
Sinner ! come in, your deeds, fir, quick relate,
I judge your actiens and direct your fate.
Moft mighty prinee, behold a wretch in chains,
Doom’d to the torture of eternal pains ;

Oh! if yeur foul could €’er compalfiion take, L
Let it be mine, when I my, deeds relate,

To claim your promife ; mighty prince but deign,_

To turn a friendly eye on faithful Pain,

Proceed, the devil anfwers in a rage,

What mad prefumer would my time engage.

Atk here compallion, thou fool with fear fo white 2
Torture’s my food and mifery’s my-delight !

The wretch, not daring longer to delay,

With fault’ring words, his deeds condemn’d pourtrays,
I-when on earth did infurre&ions breed, :
Deftroy, fweet peace, and favage faition lead ;

For hid defigns, my fellow creatures led

To wild deftrution and increafe of dead.

Or for my ends, for government and place,

Pve fnatch’d the jult and thrufted in the bafe 3

The happy, virtuous, valiant, and the wife,

Were objels in my natute to defpife ;

I've advecated vice from pole to pole,

And truft, to hell Pve fent many a foul.

All this I've done ; but ah! religion too

Stares in my face, and holds her fcoffs to view:
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Vifion, avaunt! confume this age of reafon,

Let it not live, this mad impious treafon.

Come, I confefs, tormenters feize my foul,

Force me to truth and tax me with the whole ;

For all that’s virtuous {ure receiv’d my curfe,

All that was good I hated, nothing worfe.

Fraud, tyranny, and ev’ry ill is mine,

All this I own, and am a jacobine.

A jacobine ! roar’d Beelzebub, amain,

And hell thrice echo’d jacobine and Pain ;

Thrice from above did liquid fire pour;

Thrice thunder burft and fhook the {corching thore ;
Thrice did old Satan make the nanie rebound,

And hell’s firm germins trembled with the found.
Three waiting devils, thus announc’d, appear,

To take commands, and execute with care.

Hence with that wretch the prince of horror cries,
To where wild chaos in confufien lies ;

Far as the knowledge of a God can teach,

Verges of fpace eternal time can reach ;

There where exiftence never felt a fpark,

Darker than death ten thoufands times as-dark,
Deep in the gulf till fyftems all expire,

Where hell now empties her too furious fire.

The fentence pafs’d, the Belial rais’d his head,
Addrefs’d old nick, and thus I think he+faid,

Prince, prince, turn from me not with fuch difdain,
Your fav’rite once, your loving, faithful Pain,
Your {ervant; I to {ferve you took delight,

And never let {lip a chance by day or night.
Here, {ir’s; the place your fervices to pay ;
Fiends ! mark the mandate, inftantly obey !
What would this fool thus pray me here to dwell,
To raife an infurretion in my hell ?
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He, when on earth, would all good fyltems level,
Truft him in hell, may circumvent the devil.
Old Satan’s voice {o thunder’d in my ears,

I awoke as with the cracking of the fpheres.

ODE,

In imitation of Pope’s Dying Chriftian to his Soul.

y -2

WHAT may mean this {fudden change
Langour, pain, fenfation firange ;

Clogs my heart and checks my pulfe,
O’erwhelms me all at once ?
Darknefs only feems to rife
Fun&ion: {mother’'d in furrmf: :
-
Pain and anguith, heavy fighing,
h! my foul!l I muft be dying !
Yes, I feel the tyrant’s dart
b ’

Death pervades in every part;
Peace my foul, celeftial flame,
Still poficis this mortal frame

’ L oy 6=
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I"”I‘?om wifh, unchriftian fears

Death’s decreed to
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Is mv earthly bufinefs done' ?
A Y r -2
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[ The author’s objed in Giving the f3l owing critique a place
in bis publication, is inorder to throw light on the argu-
wenty and prove miore
bis anfwer. ]

FROM THE BOSTON MAGAZINE.
NOVELTY.

The rage for novelty will never ceafe, fo
long as there are perfons of fuperior ingenuity,
and impofing talent to keep it alive ; and as the
tafte and feelings of people in every age, have
been lefs or more the fame, and as this world
in all probability will for a long time to come
continue as it is ;3 fo NoverTy will exift to
tmprove and charm, 1ill the earth ¢ pafles
away as a {croll.” Roverty, in fa@, is a
moft captivating thing ; all fexes, ages, and
conditions acknowledge its fway-—without it
the world would be as barren of proft and
pleafure, as many eflayifts are of wiz and inzel-
ligence, and many well meaning people of
Judgnient and reafon. 1t is not my intention
at prelfent, to go into a minute inveftigation
of the various kinds and effeéts of NOVELTY ;
but merely to -fouch upon fome of thofe par-
ticular kinds, which conftitute no fmall part
of an interefting charalteriftick of very many
profound, [cientifick, and dignified perfons, in this
accomplithed and learned quarter of the Union.

Are the gerial flights of a Packarpor a
PiNcrBECK, or the puppet fhews and fleight-

Sully the neceffity and propriety of




of-band tricks of a MAGINNIS or a RANNIE, OF
the exhibition of a pig, a /u"zocn, or a cuilf
with two heads, announced '—they attract al-
moft univerful admiration ; the whole town
isin a bultle ; the country flock in—gaiety
and pleafure abound : Yor to the /4 7
and elegance of the feene, are to be
mgf} important CRPOTLNCILS in the molt abftru
philofophy, e We.—all eyes are to be q/fbonish-
ed, all minds mr/zo tened—1ihe very ¢ lz ain of
lmagmatmn »? is to be diftended till it cracks
in conceiving how wonder is to follow wonder
as ‘¢ thick as beans in a buthel ”’—Bufinefs,
friends, {tudy, all are Pt uthed afide :—1lven
were : (,ocmr to tread the boards at the time,
the llmutre moft pr L-m ly would contain on-
ly a few—mere ladies and gentlemen of chafle
and corre@ tafte.

The juggler and fhew man make fortunes
out of our CREDULITY and VULGAR TASTE ;
—while ob]eux of higheft moment and molt
refined gratification, are patronized with
miferly hand. lhD/Mz’u%.leg u; a pewter
plate, how enrapturing ! the rolling cye in a

{

tranfparent pictur Z how admirable ! ih 1€ bal-

&

ancing a fword and pipe, how infirultive l—A
thoufand other pretty things of the ﬁ/wzu I\nm

might be mentioned, deman ding and recei ving
fu;”rzoz{r praife and ".f‘;;m LIt 1s *“ rrvors
I/ngs that make our élegant LADIES /azu’

b
(and accomplifbed, of courfe)—and itis < 77+
TLE t/Jmfr;” that induce our ¢ well-bred cin-
TLEMEN’ to forego the moft fublime and
greatelt.
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I have often heard a reprimander called a
Jaucy fellow ;~—and, with equal reafon, I ex.
pect fome huffi/b reader will fay I have ufed
the language of petulance and falfehood.
TruTH, however, is the language of candour
and m; enuoufn efs ;—and it is the language
I pride myfelf in holding.

THE HUER.

FROM TIHE FLY,
A CRITIQUE ON A CRITIQUE.

With fome candid remarks on the Theatre, its
Auditors and A&ors.

M ESSRS. EDITORS.

in perufing Brrcuzr & Co's. Ma r;:v'in, of
the gth inft. I obferved mtl nuch aflenifh-
ment, an infufferalle crzlzj/ , touching the
2qfte, judgivent, manncrs, and. liberality of 1th
Ladies and Gentlemen of this town and {
—wherein they are egregioufly acenfed, b
pa.tl Za1) \thel,(\mo ﬁcms himf{elf ¢ T he Hu-
er') of 1gnorance, crx du'm' fcrdidnels, and
the love of patronizing triflés s, in_preference
to matters of higher moment, and refined
tafte. ‘T'hat the Theatre alone could afford,
and was the only place of rational amuic-
ment ; that all other exhibitions, indifcrimi-
nately, were ridiculous and vulgar impofitions.
Pleafe, Meflrs. Editors, confpicuouﬁy to 1n-
fcribe on the rei‘ul and intelligent wings of

-
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your - fapient- Fiy, the following remarks,
whofe end is to refute fuch like bafe and un-
worthy afperfions, and render them contempt-
ible as they are wanton—by fo doing you
will oblige yours,

W. F. PINCHBECK.

TO THE HUER.
Sir,

THAT novelty is amazingly calculated
to pleafe, needs no wit to difcover ; that its
appearance captivates in all nations, complex-
ions, ages, fexes, and conditions, by you, fir,
is readily acknowledged ;—it inhaled its irre-
fitible charms at the beginning of the crea-
tion, and the happy fyftem of the Univerfe
(thank Divine Wifdom) wears the beautitul
face of novelty—confequently the Naturalift
and the Philofopher, the actually ingenious
and {ufceptible mind, muit firft be exterminat-
ed from its pofleflion, ere the paflion for cu-
riofity and love of novelty will fubfide: for
as long as thefe vu/gar parts of the communi-
ty (fo appellated in yours) fhall hold a place
on this myfterious globe—1 fay, ull chaos,
with rude hand and gigantick arm, break the
conneéting chain of worlds and beings, and
in one vaft confufed heap ¢ refolve the earth,
and all that it inherits,”” at this awful mo-
ment alone, will men’s paflions, pride, pomip,
merits and demerits, vanities, frailties, and
inclinations, confign themielyes to everlafling

12
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oblivion j——till then, will thefe clafles of peo-
ple feek after, continue to encourage, and
willingly be charmed with novelty. Novelty
is defirable to man, (in any comely fhape)
and circulates through all their various pro-
jects and purfuits, impartially {peculative ; one
feature of whichis for inftance-—admit that
the excellent tragedy of Hamiet thould be per-
formed every night fucceflively through the
{eafon, what in the end, would be the relifh
for its fublimity, were the auditors a// fages ?
"The famenefs of the thing would: pall upon
the fenfes, and all its high fcafoned wit and
fublime qualities, for which we have now an
appetite, would become fulfome and infipid ;
and, to have no other play to prefent, would
prove the want of wit, judgment, and gen-
ius.. So. that novelty in the Drama, clearly
exercifes. her variegated influznce with the
hope of attracting in new {cenes, drefles and.
decorations ; the change of performers and
performances, (not with impofing talent but-
with the fame laudable intent fhe is rendered
fafcinating by the proprietors or prpje&tors of-
other exhibitions. Novelty is the fovereign.
ftimulus, and original’ {pring of conception,
that fets the ingentous capacity in operation ;
and to ingenuity, is the world indebted for all
its conveniences, privileges, acquifitions, and
amufements. Novelty is the life of this bufy
world, without which, fupinenefs would per-
vade the faculties of the brighteft genius, and
a {pecies of melancholy reign in gloomy tri-
umph o’er all this {cene of man.—&o fir,
whether. .it be the fingular exhibition of the.
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<« Knowing Pig,” that demands attention—
“¢ dexterity of hand, agility of body, aclivity on
rope or wire, balancing pipes, the rolling eye in
a trar%varent painting, .or aeroftation of the de-
ronaut ;> they all in a partial degree impart
pleafure andrgratification, te thofe who are not
100 wife to be amufed—and alfo, they Lave no
little claim in cultivating and improving the
mind; by folid confirmation to the fuperfti-
tious eye, that ingenuity, patience, and per-
feverance, are all the mighty magick in the
wonder they behold ; that all the witcheraft.
neceflary with: the human race, to become
eminent in art or {cience, is fimply a propor-
tionate and induflrious exercife of the ade-
quate faculties, naturally interwoven with
man. You boalt #ruth and candour, but your
rigid diflike to the fons of art and m"ftely,
and the paflionate partiality you exhibit for
the counterfeitors of paffions and enalors of
mimickry, has more the deformed features of
envy, malice, and four prejudice in its delinea--
tion, than either wit or candour. Pufling
though a ftale trick, placed by the artful un-
der certain appear'mces may be veiled trom
the common eye, and the hired argument of
the pre'udiced and pecuniary le be receiv-
ed by the hands of the unfuf] Ipetting, for the
pure language and genuine opinion of caudibr

and zngcnuouﬁwl&.

In order to fix the attention of the publick
altogether on Theatrical reprefentations ; to
make a monopoly of their liberality ; and,
further, to turn their patronage on one man
folely—I fay to detra&t from the merits of
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othexs, torattact them wWith arrogant invec-
tives, and name them unexceptmxnbly as im-

pofters, lfollowing profeflions fanctioned by
the law, is ignorance—and its companion 1
need not name. Itruft your rude and ungen-
tlemanlike afperfions, will be clearly under-
ftood, and lofe their objett aimed at, confcious
that a wife and dilcriminating people, capable
of deciding between merit and impofition,
will not fuffer their opinion to be influenced
by fuch artifices.

Itis lamented, that Jugglers and Shcwmen
make their tortunes from the popularity of
credul 1ty and vulg r tafte.—On my word,

conceive of no jugeler in this ftate ; the

enalor of fleight of hand is no jugeler, }“’o-
vided he performs all he profefles, and efpe
c1ally f he candidly declares his art is decep-
tion, which is common with RanNie—he
then honeflly deceives, and receives the re-
ward of his dexterity \\'*h as good a title, and
with as much equity as a dollar is demanded
in exchange for a box ticket, at the box-office
of the Federal Theatre ; and it 13 felf-evidem:
the fame propriety exilts in all other exhibi-
tions of whatever denomination, where the
performances or curiofity is equal to the de-
feription.

¢ Honour, or fhame, from no condition rife,

“ A& well your part, thcre all the honow lies.”

That Mr. CooreRr’s talents m-“ not 1eg &
ed for trifles, witnels the bri ?mt houfes at
the performance of his favourite charatter
That his fervices are ;n“;sly rewarded, I Wcll
know, and I am well pleafed that fortune,

u)
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while fhe lavifhes her favours on the indolent
and undeferving, at the fame time, (praife be
to her blindnefs) fmiles on a worthy fubject ;
and as Mr. C’s. merit in his profeflion 1s
matchlefs, fo his pay may with juftice be as it
is, unprecedented in 'any theatre on the con-
tinent. But who fupports all this ?—blindnefs
might feel it out—the free heart and open
hand of publick fpirit—and yet, thisunhappy
Huer, will pompoully undertake to tell that
wvery publick, to their teeth, they are clofe-fijted,
wulgar in tafte, and their patronage, in fupport
of the Drama, miferly. It is not my Inten-
tion to advance any thing in oppofition to
theatrical reprefentation ; on the contrary,
¢ Plays are as mirrors, where mankind may {ee
 How bad théy are—how gosd they ought to be 4

Neither do I infinuate any thing to cenfure
the prefent corps—nor will I extenuvate their
merits. 1 will rifk my opinion, that they form
the mgf# refpetable company that ever drew
the attention of a Bofton audience, and de-
ferving, from the judgment of a cenfor, uni-
verfal praife, even from the luminous talent
of a Cooprer, whofe tafk is to fuftain the moft
arduous and diftinguifhed characters of ‘dra-
matick fcenes, down to the humbler walks
of the lefs happy gifted, though equally ufeful,
to effe the great end, (as Shakefpeare de-
{cribes it) ta hold up nature’s mirror, as *twere,
to nature's felf, thew but a glimmering ray—
that the Manager deferves the beft commen-
dations to the publick’s higheft efteem, for his
unremitted attention and refpedt, in obtaining
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the fame. Thefe requifites fulfilled, wlere i
the propriety of tafte ? where the judtice,
equity, wit, or wifdom, to reject all other a-
mufements, owing to thefe neceflary acquifi-
tions to our theatre ? Shall every other de-
fcription of exhibition, in this weltern world,
be deemed irrational ? Muft the proje&tors or
preprietors of the fame, farcaltically fuffer
themfelves to be denounced impoftors? 1hat
wifdom and refinad tafte, fecking amuefment,

1

fhew themfelves at the theatre alone-<and to
have a fancy for any other exhibition, either
natural, philofophical, or mechanical, is the
vulgar tafle of fools, 1 deny it ;—wifdom
knews to the contrary, for her make is afid-
uoudly to fearch into the heart of all that is
curious, and the philolopher fpeculates, and
finds a rich banquet in it.—You obferve, that
fome “ buffifh fellow” would acule the ¢ Ho-
ER” with fzifbesd and peiulance~No doubt
the impulfe of confcience reminded you to
make that remark, and not the force of your
learning. - “ Ecce Homo.”

Though not o huffi/b as reprefented to be,
I am far from being inclined to receive invect.
ives undefervedly with inpunity from any
man ; and, with pleafure affirm, that the La.
dies and gentlemen of ¢ this quarter of the
Union,”” have not that depravity of tafte, in
the choice of their amufements, you accufe
them of —that they do not countenance trifles,
and relinquith opportunities of enjoying or
fupporting the more fublime ; that their pat-
ronage to the theatre is not miferly, but liber-
al—and, pray fir, what induces our ladies to
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laugh, but good humm.n'? If the wit they
applaud is not fo genuine as you would hfwe
it, why let the critick frown;—the Ladies’
fmiles are a fair mark of affable difpofitions,
and fthew a willing condelcenfion to be pleaf-
ed, if not enraptured : and althcug}l a great
property in the fair fex, is not confidered by
them the genius of accomplithments; or,
what would become of our well fupported
dancing mafters, the preceptrefles of numer-
ous academies, teachers of languages and
mufick P—But above all thefe, what would
be the fate of a number of Orphans,* which
generous bounty,and voluntary contributions,
not only fofter, but liberally educate? Beit
cternally regiftered in the book of fate, thix &
the greatelt and moft admirable accomplifh-
ment the human charatter can poflibly be
adorned with, is love and charity for their
fellow-creatures ; for this is an accomplifh-
ment, though not altogether acquired, happi-
ly conceived, and is of fpecial moment. It
clothes the naked, feeds the hungry, and ren-
ders the miferable happy. It will eclipfe all
othérs, making them vanities ; for its value
1s intrinfick here and ineflimable in heaven.
For my own part, as a fhew-man, 1 feek not
to impofe, but to amufe ; and the chief talent
I have, is the love of variety and enterprize ;
following the diétates of which propenfity, I
have within thefe five years, facrificed three
thoufand dollars, a legacy bequeathed me and
received from England ; confequently I have
not made my fortune by the profeflion, but

* Anallufion to the Bofton Female Afylum,
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loft confiderable, and am not rich; but poor.
It was my intention at firft to appear, in this
refutation, under a fititious fignature ; but
réfleéting that the vicious conduét and bad
principles of men, were the only fit fubjetts
for publick or private cenfure, and not their
profeffions ; that an open refentment is hon-
ourable and confiftent with the charater of
man ; that honeft truth, candour and plain
dealing knows no mafk, I fubferibe myfelf,

W. ¥, PINCHBECX-

Ve frc ¢ lw‘/ﬂg:;'?

THE END.
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