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HE Englifh-language has received great improvement
in the courfe of the prefent century, from the meri-
torious labours of many eminent philologiﬂs. The indefati-
goble lexicographer and critical grammarian, have each in
their torn, generoufly enlightened the literary world with their
elaborate productions, no doubt hoping they would meet’
with a candid reception, and prove an advantageous affiftant
and faithful guide to the knowledge of the analyfis and prac-
tical conftruétion of our language.

Many w iters of {pelling books, have alfo contributed lau-
dable performances for the introduétion of youth to the ru-
diments of the Englifh langnage ; but thefe performances
have their refpeétive imperfections. The ancient compi-
lations on this fubjeét, could not be properly fitted to the
prefent ftate of the language, which has {uffered many re-
markable changes fince their appearance.

The modern produétions on this fubject, are arranged
moftly npon the old plan, with fome recent interpolations
and amendments which the prefent refinement of the lan-
guage would evidently fuggeft.

Thefe late authors of fpelling books, have in general been
gentlemen in ftations of life which could not afford them an
opportunity of experience in teaching, nor a proper acquain-
tance with the capacities of children beginning to learn; con-
fequently their knowledge of the fubject could only be theo-
retical: this their books teftify, for they are crouded with
long perplexing introductions, preliminary keysand fpeculative
directions, which no child entering the {pelling book, can ei-
ther read or underftand; befides, in the matter of their books
they have continued tables of a kind, both “in {pelling and
reading, to [{uch a toilfome length, that the young {cholar is
both wearied and difcouraged before he can perform the
difagreeable taik of going over thein once. They have not
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confidered, that fimplicity, joined to variety, is moft pleafing
to the tender mind. Experience teaches us that children
are naturally fond of change even in their amufements, and
we may daily obferve how acceptable variety is to them in
their puerile recreations. The embarrafiments contained in
the fpelling books hitherto publifhed, together with a long
courfe of practice in teaching, and minute obfervations of the
capacities and propenfities of children, induced me to attempt
a new arrangement of a book calcnlated as nearly to the un-
derftanding of children, as repeated trial joined with imme-
diate improvement and fpeedy progre(s, did evidently af-
certain,  How far my plan may be acceptable to the public
and  teachers in general, pradical experience of the book
muft determine: however this may be, great pains have
been raken in arranging the leffons gradually, as the under-
ftanding and judgment of the children under my infpetion
feemed to increafe.

The leflons are fhort, and change alternately from {pelling
to reading, and fome of the lefons in fpelling not divided,
but left as an exercife for the young pupil’s abilities. = The
reading between the {pelling leffons in each page, is moftly
new, and carefully chofen, both with refpect to graceful lan-
guage and moral fubjects, Many words are admitted, par-
ticularly in the monofyllables, which may appear ftrange or
obfolete, but let it be obferved they have been uted for the
fake of accommodation, and are all to be found in Afh’s va-
lnable ditionary. Punétuation, in a fhort and comprehen-
five manner, is inferted; and feveral ufeful things from other
books on the f{ubjeét have been retained. The neceflary
tables of arithmetic are allo added : ‘with a copious number
of felect leffons, from the beft authors, and on fubjeéts moft
fuitable, are placed at the latter end of the book.

Torendet the book more extenfively ufeful, it was thought
advifeable to fit it in fome degree, upon the plan of Sheri-
dan’s pronouncing di¢t onary. This has been done in all the
tables of monofyliables, with refpect to found, and in the
other tables of fyllables, with retpect to divifion, and ftill far-
ther, through all the (pelling, the filent letters are printed in
Iralic characters, s nearly as convenience would permit.
Bue ftill it is expe@ed fome words bave efcaped the prin-
ter's correction. It was alfo deemed vnneceffary to add an







