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CHAPTER X V- Continued.

The Colonel wet them at the dining-
room door, and Nell, apjroaching rather
cautiously, gare him a half-expectant,
hﬁ.lf-qnuéonhg. glance. ;

Her tears were quite groundless, how-
ever, for as scon as he had seen Marga-
ret, and heard that she was going to
leave thom 80 eo>n, he had no thought
for any one else, )

“I don't know how we ehall do with-
out you,” he said, bending over her with
kindly affecticn. “Bertio told me you
were going, and I have been anticipat-
ing my own lonelinesz, Have you

rown tired of us so scon?” He took

er face betwcen his hands and regarded
it with a gent.eness in which a variety
of emot ons founl expression. “You
are in a hurey to leave us, Margaret,”
. he added, sadly. .

“AHN, vo,” she hastened to answer, ae
her eyes grew dim end a painful flush
overspread her cheeks. .

The gentleman did not answer for a
socond, during which his face worked
with feeling and a tender light filled his
eyes,

:'You are a brave gir),” he sald, rather
unsteadily, at last; “a true, brave girl,
Heaven will bless you as you deserve.
Ton't let that reoundrel come near me;
1 might be tempted —"

“You are so hard on him, Colonel.
Don't—"

*Don’t bleme him, I suppose. Ah,
Margaret, you are like the rest of your
sex—always ready to defend the man
who breaks your heart. - Well, well, I'll
not be hard, for your sake, but when I
think—— kever mind; we'll mies you,
chill—every one of us, Don't quite for-
et your old iriends; you wo »'t find the
new ones half so trua,

Again Margaret's eyes grew dim, and
gshe found herself incapable of an aa-
swer.

Alica, notlng her distress, broke in
with some light remarks, which Nell
took up, notwithstand'ng her uncle's
formidable presence, and discussed
volubly. !

Under th's respite Margaret regained
her n:.:ronuslqn. and began to speak
quite mly. :

No further allusion to her going uwa
was made during (he meal, thouih eack

.one seemod qu te talkat.ve, Nell par-
ticularly airing her opinfons freely, and
recelv.ng no rej roof for her temerity.

But when the time came to say good-
by, and Margarel was ready to go, the
Colonel, ditregarding the hand she held
out to h’m, clasped her in his arms, and
tender.y, almost reverenily, kissed ber
brow. :

*I knew it would be hard,” ehe sobbed,
breaking down completely. “I knew
this would be the hardest of all.”

“No, it sha’n't te, Margaret,” he said,
putting her gently irom him. - “Ido not
w.sh to pain yow, child, even for a mo-
ment. 1ut | am very deeply moved to

you go {rom us under such elrcum-
stances. Your bravery and devotion
will have its reward—be sure of that
Remember me when {ou need sympathy
or advice, for I would not be worthy the
name of friend if I could cot show m
offection in time of adversity ae we
as prosperity: and I know that not even
your own father could be more anxious
to help you than I am.”

For many long days Margaret car-
ried in her heart the mewmory of his kind
words and sympathetic volce

As she role home throuzh the winter
afternoon toward the chain of beautiful
hilis which shut in the quiet, peaceful
village, her fancy tinged with indescrib-
able melancholy every- surrounding ob-
ject, and the melancholy lingered long
after her eyee had ceased to look upor
the scene &nm engendered it.

CHAPTER XV,
A NBW PRIEND. .
“Margaret, 1 think I shall bring Wil-
€on ﬂ.nuer {o-night. I met him yes-
terda; about you. He has
Bertle lauding you to the skies,
udlun'r.nlly he is anxious to see the

“Really, thatis'too bad of Bertie. 1
don't as a paragon, Brian, and in-
doed I don't care to be one. [ do want
to meet Dr. Wilson, though, and if
will ooly correet his false im on,
1 wish you would bring bim even-
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spent In seeing the sights of New, York,
ing, or calling on her few friends,
ugpfor evenings at the theater, when
Brian would take her; but more often
at home alone whea he had some en-
ement which ho could not possibly
er.

From these en

return late In

ments he would
night, with the

| heavy, stumbling steps which told

their own story, and which always
struck 8o heavily on Margaret's heart,
as she walted slespless and anxzious.
This was the record of the ten days
she had spent In New York, and she
seemed as far away from the reward

‘the Colonel had promisoi her as when
she left Elmwood.

Under other oircumstanzes she could
have been, mot precicely happy, be-
oause she was too thorvughly a child of
nature not to mies, with. &n Intonsity
few could understand, the restful,

eful Influences of -her country
home. Yet she could have found cou-
tentment ia this charming little apart-
ment, with its comforts and luxurles.
Its situation was convenlent and ile-
lightful, in the heart of the city, sur-
rounded by places O! Interest and
amusement, and near {he various oclubs,
where Brian was fond of spending hie
time.

She was in the center of bustle and
activity, From her window she could
léar the throbbing puise of a life that
was never still—the ever-sounding
or hestia of a Lusy city; the mighty
roa’ of the elsva trains, with their
uolsy, whizzing echoes; the sound of
the heavy drays ing over the
»b lestones; the lighter rumble of
rarriages, anl the long line of pedis-
iri n3, made up an ever moving, ever

han ing janoramma of  humnan life,
hope and ambltion, up.n which she
#azed w.th feelings that broaght her
own loneliness and isolation more
keenly before her.

“How was the to flll the long hours
that must pass before dinner?" she
asked hersell. “Should she go through
the stores aid see the Leaut ful thiugs
‘helshop windows displayed so tempt-
nagly?” #

That was not luteresting when one
had no companiony to exchange opin-
ons. with, The crow.ls weariel her,
too. Bhe felt to utterly alone amidst
ti.e busy througs, where a friendly
glance seldom, if uver, greeted her, At

ome it was fo diderem; there she
cou'd sec a familiar face in every
passer-by, :

No, she would not go out to-day, she
lecided at Jast. ‘Bhe wou'd stay at
home and reml and try fo emu'ale the
ontentment of sp rit which prompted
Norah under all circums'ances to ging
cheerily ov r her work. Yet it was
v bright cCay to spend indoers. The
sun, which always scameo | to her preju-
liced fancy to shina throuzh a yeliower,
thicker atmmosphere, lay warm and
goldea on the ho. 8y 1038 opposite, It
tompt d her with its cheerlness. But,
psbawlwhere wat the) leasure in walking
selately uver the hard pavements? How
could that compa e with a deligh.ful
gallop cver the hills at Lowe?

A, those gloriousridos! Why couldn’t
these tall walls crumble away? Why
couldn't the javed streets, this horril
noise and din by the tou h of some
farcy's hand give place to the familiar
hills and flelds? XNot for long: o ly for

e day— ust one day. How she would
use every hour of that day:

tha would Lave her usual rile on
Moltie's ¢lcek task.,  Tuey would can-
ter away thrcugh the cool, still morn-
inrn 8Le would feel the invigorating
air against her cheek, anl the glal
sanse of ireeh, new 1ifo tingilug in her
;elns, Bhe woull go to The Cedars und
talk with Alico and the Colondd, enl
laugh over. Nel.'s ridicu’ous nonsense,
und e:l so happy. khe wouid run in to
kiss the childrea as they pressed their
Jittle faces agains! the 1eciory window,
and she would {nd time for a few min-
utes with Mra, Mariin to ask her how
ier rtheumatism was, anl hear if the
o'd man had tern out since his sickness,
ah, there wus sc uch ghe would do If
she could be »t home to-day.

Nauny ceme in to 1omove the break-
fast things, and she asked twice for the
orders for luncheon and dinner before
) argaret hearl her,

“Indeet, Idon't know,"” e¢he eald, at
last, trying to fix her mind on these
household details, “You and Noreh ¢x-
ercise your ingenuity to-‘ay. 1'dpar-
tieul like a mnice dinner; as Mr,
Lelgh will bring a friend home with
him, Men must be fed, you know, even
if the world 1o p.cces.. It I8 their
falling to think more of thelr dinners
ithan anything eise, and we have to
bumor it. 8o yor sand Norah must do
your best."” ‘ -

Quite late in the afternoon Margaret
rather cuddenly deeidel that she could
stand the house no longer. 8o, prepar-
ing hetll.:l:tr’e‘rt. a walk, she was soon
upon :

When she arrived homﬂtﬁn nearly
dioner tlme, and secretly upbraiding
hereelf for staying out so late, she “be-
gan (o dress as 1y as possible.

“1 ehould bodfouﬁm{ sorry it Lr,
Witson shou!d cone and I not ready to
receive him,” she confided to her ec-
tion in the mirror. “I ¢houldn’t kuow
how to excuse mysell, Well, it israther
Jate, and if they have come 1 cannot
help it.” -

When the -entered the or five
minutes afterwards she found, not Brian,
but a tall, fine-i man who arose

an air of chive

at hera ach, wi
alry pcmy in a¢cord with the noble
4 ¢

face,

That face impressed Margaret ai once.
Not so much with its besuty of foature
and expression as with its firmuess of
charaster, its strength of intellect, and

tho ennobling Influence which high en-
deavor nu‘ purpose had lelt
upon it.  Instinetd eh2 felt aquick-
ening of her and feelings,

indefinite n taward this mun,

.'.hou ve!y apLearance cowmpeded her
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sweet face and girlish foim: Then ho
started forward with the hall question,
balf assertion:

“Mre. Leigh? I am no: mistaken.”

Sha held out her hand with a smlle ¢f
weloome,

“No, you are not mistaken, " she sald,
with tho easy, graclous manner th t
waie her personality €0 winn'ng. “I
am Mrs, Leigh, and you are Dr. Wil-
eon, I know. I am very glad to moet
you, and doubly glad to welecome you to
my home, because I really cennot teel
that you ure a Etranger, but rather au

old friend whom I have hearl of and
ialked of o often,”
Her words gratified him very much,

*You homer me too highly,” he an-
swered, pressing the han'l the offi reud
him. “To be umumbered among your
friends ls a privilege 1 csto.in most
deeply. Brian and 1 have been
friends of ‘such long slanding that the
pleasure I feel of meet ng his wifa is
two’old.” .

“I'm afrald you find his wife very re-
miss, " put in Margaret, flushing bright-
ly, drd seating herself in the chair he
placed for her. “SBhe must really ask
Your pardon for not being at home when
pou arrived. Her only cxcuse is a very

whimeleal disposiiicn, shish (nok her
out 8b late that she could not get back
ot a reasonable time,” »

“Sho I8 fully excusod,” re oined Wil-
gon, meeting her smiling glavce., “We

ot hare about ten minutes ago, and

rian lelt me to make himeell more
presentable, he gaid. I was admiring
tome of your curios when jou came In,
I knew you at once. Bert'e's descrip-
tion is 80 accura‘e, and I've had the
picture of you in my wind.”

“I think Begtie I8 inclined to exagger-
ats sometimes, Doctor. Still I hope you
have not found the origlual very disap-
jo nting.”

“Quite the contrary, Mra. Leigh,
Irian tells me that you have only been
In New York a v.ry slort {ime,sol
supyose you have not bal sufficient op-
portualty to see how great and jmpors
tant we are. Dut you have visited a
great many placs of interest, no doubt?”

“Yes, quite a number; though very far
from all, I am sure. Ol course it is a
great ci anl ro doubt a del'ghiful
vne, and I el rldiculou:ly unspprecia-
tive; but, indeed, I like eome less pre-
tentious places bettor. It i8 all nolse
and uproar fome, l'o I qulte shoock

ou? I'm incurably devo'ed to country
ife, you see. [ cannot enjoy any other,
J hate exy other, There, that's dread-
fully childieh.”

o regarded her face with an intcnt,
rather puszled, glance,

'Yo&-fon have establishea yourself
very delightfully,” bhe said, as If an-
swering dn argument in his own mind,
“I fancy you must intend a long stay.”

“Yes, it may be. That is, I don't
koow, I hope—— It depénds on oir-
cumstauces, I th'nk."”

fhe spoke rather disconncctedly, and,
anxious to divert any Impression her
words might make upon him she hast-
ened to add:

“Don't misunderstand me, please, I
don't wish you to think I actually dis-
like the city., I find it interesting in
many ways, but I have not that fasci-
nation which some people feel for it.
I was born in the country, ani all my
useoclations hold the memory of green
flelds aund bright skies. I think that
must account for my tastes, I know
that Lrick walls and paved etreets tire
my eyee, and I feel a long'ng o rest
them on something that is not here,
Bometimes I am almost determined to
go to Elmwood just for a day, It isn't
iar from here, you know; but then I re-
wember that Ishould have to leave after
the day was over, and that would be
hard, £o I think I must always put
that thought aside, Brian is so dilfer-
ent in his tastes; he likes this busy life,
He finds the country dull and lonely, and
Elmwool has not the same attraction
tor him that it has for me. He simply
endures it, but I—well, I could live
there foreyer, because it is home and—
I love it.”

‘I he last words were epoken Ina lower
tone, but Wilson understool the mean-
Ing they held, and his next ramark was
in a more feeling vein.

“We will have to teach yoa to love
New Yorz for something more than ite
paved sfreets and brick walls, We
Gothamites are very proud. We think
that all things good an.l delightful are to
Le found In this great noisy city. of
ours,”

Margaret emilcd.  “You ‘have many
desirable advantages, that is certain;
bat while you are proud of your wealth
you should not forget your poverty.”

“True. And we have enough of it,
The condition of the poor in this eity is
miserable in the extreme, and perhaps,
what is more incredible, the most oppo-
site conditions of prosperily and want
exist in such close proximity. I was
most forelbly impressed with thie fact a
few days ago. I was passing along one.
of the streets just off from Filfth ave-
nue. There were elégant mansions all
sround me, and handsomely dressed
children playing under the eyes of
watchful nurses. Yet a little furtheron
I pasged into a scene so different that I
could eearcely credit the testimony of
my oyes, Within an actual sione's
throw of splendor and prosperity, pov-
erty, misery, and sin were running rlot,
1t is {errible to think of it. A physician

obliged to see so much of the heart-
aches of life.”

“I su g0," returned Margaret,
witha gh. “Such an experience
wouldn't do fer me. at all; so much
wealth on one side and so much want
on the other would make me lose m
faith in God. It Is dreadful to say i}
know. I have taken myself to task for
even thinking of it, but my sense of
justice cannot be rcconclled. There is
tomo wise decree, no doubt, in what
eeoms £0 unwise, but—— Tell me.
Don’t you ever foa‘ like taking the world
to pieces and making it over again?”

e smiled, amused at the question
-:;dd :-ho exprestion whick accompa-
n t, )

“I have often ¢ It n&ni be
changed to advantage, but I do not know
that I could manage it successfully,”

|T0 BE CONTIRURD. |

The ¢ shgages iteelf in & ploce o
»m. wm“"k

whose practice les amid such scenes is |-
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GOES ON THE LIST AT TWENTY
PER CENT AD VALOREN,

SENATOR  BACON SCORES VICTORY

Georglan BSecures Amendment to Tavlff
BIll After a Mard and Spirited
Tight In the Senate.

By the decisive vote of 42 to 19 the
+senate Tuesday adopted an amend-
nment to the taviff bill placing raw cot-
ton, the great product of the south, on
the dutiable list at 20 per ceht ad va-
lorem.

It is the first time in the history of
tariff legislation that a duty on cotton
has been incorporated in a bill,

The amendment was proposed by
Mr. Bacon, (Ga.), on hisindividual re-
sponsibilily and without the approval
of the financo committee, which thus
far has been requisite to the success of

every amendment except a minor one
which went through by default.

The amendment led to a spirited de-
bate, democratic senators -disclosing a
wide difference of views and at times
exchanging sharp personal criticisms.

On the final vote six democrats—
Bacon, Clay, of Georgia; ‘Ennery,
of Louisiana; McLaurin and 'Till-
man, of SBouth Carolina, and Raw-
ling, of Utah—voted with the repnb-
licans for the Pacon amendment, while
the negative voie was solidly demo-
- oratic with one exception, Kyle, popu-
list.

The debate on cotton took up the
most of the day and but little progress
was made on the bill. Early in the
day, the sugar schedule was passed
over and the “agricultural schedunle
taken up. Less than two pages were
disposed of during the day. The par-
agraph on cattle went over, but the
balance of the agricultural schedule
up to and including paragraph 228
was ngreed to as reported, all amend-
ments except that of Mr. Bacon being
‘rejeeted.

Senator Bacon, who led the fight,
was ably seconded by Seuators Clay,
MecLaurin, Tillman sand several other
democrats, but the swecessful passage
of the smendment came only after one
of the most sensational debates of the
session, :

It was a debate in which Senator
Bacon had arrayed against him Jones
and Vest and Gray and Caffery, and
in which the Georgian more than held
his own. He not only made an un-
answerable defense of his position,
but riddled the contentions of his
critics,

FATHER SHOOTS HIS BOY.

Its Innocent Prattle Disturbed Mis Drunk-
en Slumber,

At Atlanta, Tuesday night, Thomas
J. McOlain, a painter, jumped from a
bed on which he was lying in a half
drunken stupor, and, seizing a pistol,
sent a bullet into the brain of his five-
year-old son,

By the side of a table the little boy
was finishing his evening meal. The
father had been on a debauch for some
days and lay upon the hed apparently
asleep. The prattle of the innocent
child disturbed his drunken elumber,
Without a word of warning he sprang
from the bed, and, picking up a re-
volver, leveled it at the child, and
with an oath pulled the trigger. The
man then ran from the room and es-
oaped.

STRENGTH OF INSURGENTS,

Eight Thousand Well Armed Men and
° Many Others Not Armed.

After months passed in compiling
data, which is confirmed by competent,
well informed, impartial parties, the
correspondent of the Associated Press
at Havana is able to announce that in
the country comprised between Cape |,
San Antonio, Pinar del Rio and Jncaro-
Moron military line of the province of
Prerto Principe, there are 8,000 insur-
geats well armed with rifles and sub-
divided into small bands.

The latter live during the best part
of the year in the woods and moun-
tains, ﬁesldu these bands there are
many thousands of Cuban natives in
the insurgent camps who are either
unarmed or only armed with machetes.

FIREWORKS FACTORY BLOWN UP,

Mateh Dropped By Workman Caused Dis-
aster—Many Persons Injured.

A match carelessly dropped by one
of the workmen in ‘the fireworks facto-
ry of M. Shure, at Chicago, caused a
terrific explosion a few minutes after
6 o'clock Tuesday night.

It was shortly after closing time and
many of the workmen had goue home,
otherwise the loss of life wounld have

heavy. .

‘As it was a nuniber of employees
were badly hurt and the flying rockets
and eandles struck several le who
were passing on the sidewalks.

-five 8 were more or

less injured by flying missiles.

FLORIDA CHNTRAL AND PENINSULAR RAILROAD.

'Now Florida and Northern Air Line and

Florida Trunk Line.
TIME TABLE IN EFFECT JAN. 20, 1897.
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1 Spm ﬁ....amvm...........nv 8 15am|| 7 50al 380p/Ar. . Tamps....Lv/ 800p/ 8 008

sam|Ar. . ., Lexington..........Lv|10 43am 0 bet Jaok-
715amlAr. . Chnolanath,. ... v} 8 81pmlion e o T | 3 10 betwean Jack

HOLLY SPRINGS ROUTE, i\;oh& o, 8 ﬁ'um-:l x‘«""" s 1 ni:il.
v |No. on aud New |No
- ::mphh, St. Lonis aod Kansas Oity. /2840 Daily.] Orleans. |Daily. saBon

0 | No -

5 ; 5 9 15a|Liv.Jacksonyille, Lv| 8 08a| 4 15p
Bty .o T S s0em 7301l ana|or . Lake Oy L 8 0a| 100
19 06pm| ** .. . Birmingham..... * | 4 20pm 8 20p|12 18p|Ar. . Live Oak...Lv| 5 34a/12 18p
.lbplli "....ﬂolly ﬁpﬂnul...: “ ‘abl:m 925, 11‘["!.."““...‘” 4 31a)11 07a
T16am| “ ......8" Lou's..... +* | 800pm 10 50p| 2 85p|Ar. . Monticello.,Lv| 8 10a 9 40a
11 18am| .. 12" hicago . ... “ | 4 00 beajlh 30P| 830p(Ar. Tullahasses, Lyf 2 45al 9 00
10 0pmyAr .. Memphis. ...\ L[ & 80 amil"**"" ,}fﬁgﬁ:"'{uq,‘:‘,"mgﬁ; 8

pm| * ... Kansas Oity......" |10 80 amj""""" 11 00p|Ar. . Pensscols . . L] 803p|. - .-

...... 8 00a|Ar, .. Mobile....Lv| 4 80pl......
bevess 785a|Ar.New Orleans.Lv/13 05n)......

B mdilh R SLEEPING CAR SERVIOK,

08,81 and 84, New York and Florida Limited, Bolid Vestibuled Train, elegant, with
mmﬂron::.. '?.I:muon. Dining and Pnllmw'slupcu, between New York, Jacksonville

also carries the

ani New Orleans. Oaly

§ Bundsy snd lndni' 2
$C0onnections at '.l‘unﬁu for 8 Petersburg, Manates River and loy.’ West and ﬂ"m
anatee” for all points on Manatse river,

At Starke for LaOrosse.

A
Connects at Tallahassee for Bt M Carabelle and -
eols. Oonnects at River Junotion for Chuulm:ohn viver lh:;\:;. g:nmh at m
s‘?.sm Oonnects at Fernandina for Cumberland Route Steamer to the lalands and Breas-

still be sold at the oty tlokes
J. Ex_MARSH -

troel, a8 well as at the Union Depot ticket office,

ent, 202 West Bay stroet, corner Hogan, Jacksonville,
TER G. COLEMAN, Gt'eneul Traveling Atfm Jaoksonville, Fib.
A. . MAGDONELL, Genersi Passenger A

Agent,

JOB WO

Nice Work

.—Jh

' Chean

SEND US YOUR

RK!




