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Preface

Reportsof tuberculosis(TB) casesare submitted to
theDivisonof TB Elimination (DTBE), Centersfor
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), by 59
reporting areas (the 50 states, the District of
Columbia, New York City, Puerto Rico, and six
other jurisdictionsin the Pacific and Caribbean). In
January 1993, DTBE, in conjunction with stateand
loca hedth departments, implemented an expanded
TB surveillance system. Theexpanded system
collectsadditional information for each reported TB
caseinorder to better monitor trendsin TB,
including drug-resistant TB, inthe United States. A
software package (SURV S-TB) for dataentry,
analysis, and transmission of casereportsto CDC
wasdesigned and implemented aspart of the
expanded TB surveillance system. 1n 1998, the
TuberculossInformation Management System
(TIMS) replaced SURVS-TB.

Thispublication, Reported Tuberculosisinthe
United Sates, 2003, presents summary datafor
TB casesreported to DTBE during 2003. Itis
similar to previous publications (see page 6, #19)
and containssix mgjor sections. Thefirst section
presentstrendsintheoverall TB case countsand
caseratesby selected demographicand clinical
characterigtics. The second section presents
overall case countsand caseratesfor the United
States by selected demographic characteristicsfor
2003. Inthethird section, TB case countsand
caseratesare presented by state and other juris-
dictionswith tables of selected demographic and

clinical characterigtics. Inthefourth section, data
collected aspart of the expanded system (e.g., initial
drug resistance, HIV status) are presented by
reporting area. Thefifth section provides TB case
countsand caserates by metropolitan statistical
areas (M SAs:. see Technical Notes, page9, for
further details) with tables of selected demographic
andclinical characterigtics. Findly, thesixth section
presentsfiguresfromtheannua survelllancedide
set, which emphasizekey recent trendsin TB
epidemiology inthe United States. Thedideswith
accompanying text can a so be viewed and down-
loaded from the Divisonhomepagewhichis
accessibleviathelnternet at http://www.cdc.gov/
nchstp/thy/.

To help interpret the data, an Executive Commen-
tary (page 3) and Technical Notes (page 9) have
beenincluded. Inaddition, the current case defini-
tion (MMWR 1997;46 [No. RR 10]:40-41) and
“Recommendationsfor Counting Reported Tubercu-
losisCases’ are provided in AppendicesA and B,
respectively (page85). Therecommendationsfor
counting TB cases, which update the January 1977
recommendations, werefirst published in Reported
Tuberculosisin the United Sates, 1996.

Wewill continueto adapt and improvethispublica
tion to better monitor trendsin TB inthe United
States. Commentsand suggestionsthat may assst
usinthisprocesswill begreatly appreciated.
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