S.C R No. 49

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Chil dhood and adol escent obesity has reached
epi dem ¢ proportions anong Anerican youth; the Anerican Obesity
Associ ation revealed in 2000 that the incidence of obesity in
children and adol escents had quadrupl ed since 1971, with 15.3
percent of children ages 6 to 11 and 15.5 percent of adol escents
ages 12 to 19 identified as obese; and

WHEREAS, Even nore alarming is the increasing preval ence of
overwei ght anong the nation's children and adol escents, which is
commonly an indicator of potential health problens as an adult;
according to the same study by the Anerican Obesity Association
approxi mately 30.3 percent of children ages 6 to 11 and 30.4 percent
of adol escents ages 12 to 19 are overwei ght, and overwei ght
children aged 10 to 14 with at | east one overwei ght or obese parent
were reported to have a 79 percent |ikelihood of overweight
persisting into adul thood; and

WHEREAS, The potential |ifelong consequences of this
epi dem c are evidenced by the fact that overwei ght and obese
children are at higher risk for serious |long-term health problens,
i ncluding Type Il diabetes, cardi ovascul ar di sease, stroke,
hypert ensi on, asthna, orthopedic conplications, sleep apnea, gal
bl adder di sease, and certain cancers; the Texas Departnent of
Health reports that 62.4 percent of all deaths in Texas result from
four of these chronic diseases--heart disease, cancer, stroke, and
di abet es--each of which can be prevented t hrough healthy habits
devel oped in chil dhood; and

WHEREAS, The school environment plays a critical role in
establishing a child s nutritional regimen and neeting a child's
di etary needs; indeed, a child who eats a school breakfast and |unch
that nmeet the nutritional standards established by the United
States Department of Agriculture for the national school breakfast
and national school [unch programs receives 60 percent of the
child' s average daily nutritional needs; and

WHEREAS, Overwei ght and obesity are far-reaching probl ens
not unique to any one racial, ethnic, or socioeconom c group; the
Texas Legi sl ature has | ong recogni zed that the health of the State
of Texas depends on the health of its children and this | atest
crisis nerits its utnost attention; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the 78th Legislature of the State of Texas
hereby request the |ieutenant governor and the speaker of the house
of representatives to create a joint interimcomittee to study
nutrition in public schools, obesity-related and nutrition-rel ated
di seases, a universal breakfast and |unch program and conpetitive
food and vendi ng nachi ne contracts, revenues, and accountability of
revenues; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That the interimcomrittee be conposed of the
foll owi ng menbers: the comm ssioner of education, the conmm ssioner



of public health, the commi ssioner of agriculture, three menbers of
the senate, appointed by the |ieutenant governor, and three nenbers
of the house of representatives, appointed by the speaker of the
house of representatives; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That the governor be invited to appoint menbers to
the conmittee with the request that such appointees include the
foll owing: one nenber who is a physician who provides health
services to school -aged children, one nenber who has expertise in
nutrition, one nember who is a parent of a school -aged child, and
one nenmber who is a superintendent of schools or school principal
and, be it further

RESOLVED, That the interimconmmttee hold hearings
t hroughout the state during the interimof the 78th Legislature to:

(1) determine the nutritional content and quality of
foods and beverages served to public school children, including food
service neals, a la carte foods, and conpetitive foods and vendi ng
machi nes;

(2) evaluate the short-termand | ong-termfinanci al
psychol ogi cal , and physi ol ogi cal inpact of obesity in public
school chi | dren;

(3) assess the academ c, enotional, and health val ue
of a universal breakfast and |lunch program by eval uating
school children from school districts that provide everyone a free
or reduced-price breakfast and | unch;

(4) evaluate school contracts relating to conpetitive
food products and vendi ng machi nes to deterni ne econom ¢ and ot her
i npacts of potential conflicts of interest; the |length of
contracts; advertising and marketing of conpetitive food products;
revenues realized by schools and school districts arising fromthe
sal e of conpetitive food products; officials in charge of receiving
and di sbursing revenue and the accounting of that revenue; and
| osses sustained by each school district's food service programto
conpetitive foods; and

(5) <consult with the School Health Advisory Council to
carry out its duties; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That the committee's proceedi ngs and operations be
governed by such general rules and policies for joint interim
conmittees as the 78th Legislature may adopt and that such rul es and
pol i cies supersede the provisions of this resolution to the extent
of any conflict; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That the interimconmttee submt a full report,

i ncluding findings and recomendati ons to the governor, the
i eutenant governor, and the speaker of the house of
representatives not |ater than Cctober 1, 2004.
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