CONCLUSION

Political violence may be endemic to the
human condition, but we cannot tolerate
terrorists who seek to combine the powers of
modern technology and WMD to threaten
the very notion of civilized society. The war
against terrorism, therefore, is not some sort
of “clash of civilizations”; instead, it is a
clash between civilization and those who
would destroy it.

Given these stakes, we must persevere
until the United States, together with its
friends and allies, eliminates terrorism as a
threat to our way of life. As our enemies
exploit the benefits of our global environ-
ment to operate around the world, our
approach must be global as well. When they
run, we will follow. When they hide, we will
find them. Some battlefields will be known,
others unknown. The campaign ahead will
be long and arduous. In this different kind of
war, we cannot expect an easy or definitive
end to the conflict.

This National Strategy reflects the reality
that success will only come through the
sustained, steadfast, and systematic application
of all the elements of national power—
diplomatic, economic, information, financial,
law enforcement, intelligence, and military—
simultaneously across four fronts. We will
defeat terrorist organizations of global reach
through relentless action. We will deny terror-
ists the sponsorship, support, and sanctuary

they need to survive. We will win the war of
ideas and diminish the underlying conditions
that promote the despair and the destructive
visions of political change that lead people to
embrace, rather than shun, terrorism. And
throughout, we will use all the means at our
disposal to defend against terrorist attacks on
the United States, our citizens, and our interests
around the world.

We will also be resourceful. This strategy
relies upon the ingenuity, innovation, and
strength of the American people. We will
rally others to this common cause. We will
not only forge a diverse and powerful coali-
tion to combat terrorism today, but work
with our international partners to build
lasting mechanisms for combating terrorism
and for coordination and cooperation.
Working with states that are both willing
and able to be full partners in the campaign,
we will attack terrorist groups directly and
indirectly, help the weak but willing states
build their capabilities to fight terrorism, and
persuade reluctant states to meet their obli-
gations to the international community in
this fight. We will use all our resources and
resourcefulness to compel the unwilling
states to cease support for terrorism.

We will be resolute. Others might flag in
the face of the inevitable ebb and flow of the
the

American people will not. We understand

campaign against terrorism. But
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that we cannot choose to disengage from the
world, because in this globalized era, the world
will engage us regardless. The choice is really
about what kind of world we want to live in.

In waging this war, therefore, we will be
equally resolute in maintaining our commit-
ment to our ultimate objective. The defeat
of terror is a worthy and necessary goal in
its own right. But ridding the world of
terrorism is essential to a broader purpose.
We strive to build an international order

wheremore countries and peoples are inte-
grated into a world consistent with the
interests and values we share with our part-
ners—values such as human dignity, rule of
law, respect for individual liberties, open
and free economies, and religious tolerance.
We understand that a world in which these
values are embraced as standards, not
exceptions, will be the best antidote to the
spread of terrorism. This is the world we
must build today.
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