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Strategies for Strong Collaborations with Community Tax Prep Centers and EITC Campaigns
The Earned Income Tax Credit is the federal government’s largest anti-poverty program, and communities nationwide are mobilizing to make sure that low-income households claim the money to which they are entitled.  Community Tax Center and AFI programs can work together to recruit savers and maximize the use of tax refunds.  This session will discuss how AFI-EITC partnerships work and some of the innovations making it easier for low-income households to save. Learn how to participate in local EITC campaigns and how to help participants make the best choices in using their refunds, including IDA savings.

November 7, 2007

1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

Session Agenda

Introduction (10 Minutes) Deirdre Silverman, Director of Community Programs, Alternatives Federal Credit Union, Ithaca, New York

Internal Revenue Services Initiatives (15 minutes)Elvin Davis, Senior Tax Specialist, SPEC Program IRS, St. Louis, Missouri
Working with an EITC Coalition (15 minutes) Karyn Hausknecht, IDA Program Manager and Housing Counselor, Belmont Shelter Corporation, Buffalo, New York
Opening IDAs at Community Tax Sites (15 Minutes) Mary Dupont, Executive Director, Nehemiah Gateway Community Development Corporation, Wilmington, Delaware
Presenter Bios

Elvin Davis, Senior Stakeholder Relations Tax Consultant
IRS
Elvin Davis - IRS Career Highlights - Began career with IRS in December, 1987 as a part time employee on the toll free telephone lines answering federal tax law questions. Mr. Davis served in increasing responsible positions through his career with the IRS. He has served as a manager of the IRS Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program, (VITA), E-file program, Walk-in Tax Assistance offices, Technical Tax Law Telephone Assistance program and Accounts Management program. Mr. Davis is currently working in the IRS Wage and Investment Division, Stakeholder Partnerships, Education, and Communication. His current title is Senior Stakeholder Relationship Tax Consultant. Which means, working with community partners promoting free tax assistance to low income individuals and families. Through these community partnerships, Mr. Davis assists with educational outreach on the Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit and helps develop asset building opportunities for low income taxpayers.

Karyn Hausknecht, Homeownership Specialist/IDA Program Manager
Belmont Shelter Corporation
Karyn Hausknecht is a Home Ownership Specialist/IDA Program Manager for Belmont Shelter Corporation, Buffalo, NY. As a Home Ownership Specialist, Ms. Hausknecht is responsible for comprehensive housing counseling services. Ms. Hausknecht secured the first AFI IDA program funding for Erie County, NY, as she came to Belmont with a background of managing an Individual Development Account (IDA) program while she was a member of the Americorps*VISTA under the auspices of CFED. Her experience includes financial management counseling for low to moderate-income individuals and families. With her background in teaching financial management, Ms. Hausknecht created the 12-hour financial management curriculum that is used for the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher First Time Homebuyer Clubs. She is a member of the CASH (Creating Assets, Savings, & Hope) Coalition of Western New York, and is the Chairperson of the Asset Building Sub-Committee. She also serves as a volunteer Site Supervisor for the IRS Volunteer Return Preparation Program (VRPP). Ms. Hausknecht received a B.A. in Political Science & Women’s Studies from the State University of New York, College at Potsdam.

Mary Dupont, Executive Director
Nehemiah Gateway CDC

Mary Dupont, the co-founder and Executive Director of the Nehemiah Gateway CDC in Wilmington Delaware, has twenty-five years of experience in community organizing, non-profit program and organizational development and management.  At Nehemiah Gateway, she started a statewide EITC Campaign six years ago which served 12,100 low-income taxpayers this year in 19 locations.  Prior to her work with Nehemiah Gateway, she founded several successful programs focused on small business, career and asset development at YWCA of New Castle County,  She has consulted nationally with the Corporation for Enterprise Development, the Grameen Foundation, and other international organizations on program design, evaluation, and industry development.  She holds a BA from the University of Pennsylvania and a Masters in Social Administration from Temple University.

Deirdre Silverman, Director of Community Programs
Alternatives Federal Credit Union
Deirdre Silverman is Director of Community Programs at Alternatives Federal Credit Union and its affiliated organizations in Ithaca, New York. She is responsible for securing grant income and program-related investments to support the credit union’s community development programs, and supervising those programs, which include Individual Development Accounts, microenterprise training and support, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance, financial education and financial counseling.

Prior to her work at Alternatives, Deirdre served as an administrator at several human service agencies in Ithaca, focusing on housing for people with special needs and for the homeless. She also taught Sociology and Women’s Studies at Ithaca College. She is currently a principal in South Danby Consultants, specializing in group facilitation, needs assessments, program evaluation and grant proposals. Deirdre is part of a team of consultants that provides technical assistance to prospective and recent Assets for Independence grantees.

Session Handouts

The following materials are provides for use during this session:

· Alternatives Credit Union’s Financial Wish List
· Alternatives’ marketing material
Resources 
Internal Revenue Service

National Community Tax Coalition: www.tax-coalition.org




