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Section 2—Learner Outcomes

Economic Outcomes
Employment Outcomes of Young Adults by Race/Ethnicity

This indicator examines the relationships between 
educational attainment, employment, and race/eth-
nicity among young adults—individuals between 
the ages of 25 and 34. Most young adults in this 
age group have completed their formal education 
and are establishing themselves in a career.

Five percent of young adults ages 25–34 were unem-
ployed in 2004 (see supplemental table 17-1). This 
percentage has fluctuated since 1971 due to cyclical 
contractions and expansions in the U.S. economy. 
One constant throughout this period, though, has 
been the relationship between unemployment and 
educational attainment. That is, generally speaking 
the more education a person attains, the less likely 
that person is to be unemployed. For example, 9 per-
cent of those ages 25–34 with less than a high school 
diploma were unemployed in 2004, compared with 
6 percent of high school completers, 5 percent of 
those with some college education, and 3 percent of 
those with a bachelor’s or higher degree.

As to the relationship between race/ethnicity 
and unemployment, Black adults ages 25–34 
were more likely to be unemployed in 2004 
than their White and Hispanic counterparts (9 

Young adults with a bachelor’s degree are less likely to be unemployed than their peers 
with less education. This pattern holds for White, Black, and Hispanic young adults.

vs. 4 and 6 percent, respectively). Within each 
racial/ethnic group, those with more education 
were generally less likely to be unemployed 
than their peers with less education.

Educational attainment and race/ethnicity were 
also related to rates of employment and full-time 
employment among young adults. Overall, those 
ages 25–34 with a bachelor’s or higher degree 
were more likely than their peers with less edu-
cation to be employed and to be employed full 
time in 2004; a similar pattern held for those 
with a bachelor’s or higher degree versus those 
with less education within each racial/ethnic 
group. Black adults in general were less likely 
than White and Hispanic adults to be employed 
and to be employed full time.

Young adults with more education were also less 
likely than their peers with less education to be 
out of the labor force in 2004, a pattern that gen-
erally held for all racial/ethnic groups. However, 
Black and Hispanic young adults in general were 
more likely than Whites to be out of the labor 
force (21 percent for both Black and Hispanic vs. 
15 percent for White young adults).

UNEMPLOYMENT: Percentage of adults ages 25–34 who were unemployed, by educational attainment: Selected years, 
1971–2004

NOTE: Employment, unemployment, and not 
in the labor force rates in this indicator are the 
percentages of the total population. The labor force 
status was not available for a small percentage 
of respondents, but these respondents were 
included in the overall total population. Data 
are based upon sample surveys of the civilian 
noninstitutional population. In 1994, the survey 
methodology for the Current Population Survey 
(CPS) was changed and weights were adjusted. 
See supplemental note 2 for more information.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau 
of the Census, Current Population Survey (CPS), 
Annual Social and Economic Supplement, selected 
years, 1971–2004, previously unpublished tabu-
lation (December 2004).

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Supplemental Notes 1, 2

Supplemental Table 17-1

Indicator 17
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Indicator 17

Employment status, educational 
attainment, and race/ethnicity1  1971 1974 1977 1980 1983 1986 1989 1992 1995 1998 2001 2004

Employed full time
     Total 46.1 50.4 48.5 52.2 48.6 54.0 57.5 54.2 57.5 60.4 62.3 58.8

Less than high school 36.7 40.0 34.2 35.7 29.4 34.7 38.6 33.1 38.3 44.9 47.7 45.5

High school diploma or equivalent 45.8 48.7 46.1 49.9 45.3 51.8 55.6 53.3 56.6 59.5 61.4 57.6

Some college 48.9 52.8 51.1 55.2 50.2 55.7 60.0 57.0 58.5 60.5 63.4 57.9

Bachelor’s degree or higher 58.6 62.4 60.4 63.2 63.3 67.0 69.3 65.0 67.6 68.0 68.1 66.4

Black 46.3 47.7 45.3 47.4 42.9 48.7 49.7 47.3 52.1 56.8 60.3 54.4

 Less than high school 37.3 37.2 33.5 29.7 26.1 26.3 26.9 26.8 24.6 37.0 33.2 32.9

 High school diploma or equivalent 49.8 49.8 44.7 49.6 41.5 48.1 49.8 47.0 49.5 55.2 57.5 52.2

 Some college 59.4 56.7 50.8 56.9 48.4 52.2 55.6 53.9 59.7 59.4 64.8 53.6

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 64.5 65.0 68.6 58.1 64.3 73.7 68.7 65.9 70.8 71.7 75.6 71.9

White 46.6 51.4 49.5 53.7 50.2 56.0 59.9 56.8 60.2 62.1 64.2 60.6

 Less than high school 36.9 41.6 34.4 37.7 29.6 36.3 40.0 33.0 40.2 43.4 46.3 43.4

 High school diploma or equivalent 45.4 48.9 46.3 50.2 45.9 52.9 57.3 55.4 58.8 60.5 62.4 58.0

 Some college 48.3 52.7 51.5 55.4 50.9 56.8 60.9 57.8 58.9 61.0 63.8 58.8

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 58.7 62.5 60.5 64.0 63.9 67.0 70.1 66.3 68.5 68.6 69.2 67.0

Hispanic 38.9 42.5 41.9 45.0 42.5 46.4 51.1 46.3 50.1 56.7 58.6 56.7

 Less than high school 35.2 37.2 34.3 36.3 32.6 36.8 43.5 36.4 40.9 48.7 51.7 49.4

 High school diploma or equivalent 44.7 44.5 46.0 49.8 47.1 50.2 52.9 49.5 54.9 60.4 62.4 60.9

 Some college 42.7 47.9 50.2 52.4 50.6 53.2 57.9 57.1 57.1 61.7 63.4 60.1

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 37.1 60.5 55.4 56.6 56.1 63.7 63.1 57.5 61.1 65.5 62.9 64.7

Employed part time
     Total 18.7 18.5 21.8 21.9 22.3 21.3 20.0 21.3 20.2 19.6 18.0 17.4

Less than high school 20.9 20.5 22.3 23.2 21.4 22.1 21.0 22.4 21.4 18.4 18.0 16.7

High school diploma or equivalent 18.5 17.4 21.7 21.5 21.8 21.6 20.4 21.1 19.6 18.6 17.8 15.7

Some college 18.2 18.8 22.2 22.1 24.8 22.4 20.9 21.6 20.8 21.0 18.3 18.6

Bachelor’s degree or higher 16.3 18.5 21.4 21.4 21.4 19.3 17.9 20.9 19.8 19.8 17.8 18.2

Black 22.7 20.8 21.6 20.8 18.2 18.3 18.5 19.3 17.7 19.0 15.6 15.0

 Less than high school 23.7 22.3 20.3 22.5 17.3 18.2 15.5 14.6 15.6 16.0 16.9 12.9

 High school diploma or equivalent 24.4 19.6 23.3 19.6 17.2 17.9 17.6 19.4 18.7 19.9 15.2 14.7

 Some college 15.8 20.7 21.2 18.1 21.3 20.4 22.3 21.4 18.0 19.9 17.1 16.6

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 17.0 21.3 19.0 26.0 17.8 16.1 19.0 21.3 16.6 17.1 12.9 13.8

White 18.1 18.0 21.9 21.9 23.1 22.0 20.2 21.5 20.7 20.2 18.5 18.6

 Less than high school 20.4 19.6 23.2 23.6 22.5 24.4 21.8 24.1 22.2 21.2 20.3 19.4

 High school diploma or equivalent 18.0 16.9 21.6 21.9 22.8 22.4 20.9 21.2 20.3 18.5 18.6 16.7

 Some college 18.1 18.6 22.1 22.5 25.7 23.0 21.0 21.8 21.6 21.9 18.5 19.4

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 16.0 18.4 21.4 20.8 21.6 19.7 17.9 20.6 19.9 19.9 18.1 19.4

Hispanic 20.9 22.0 20.7 21.7 20.1 19.5 21.0 22.4 20.0 17.4 17.4 15.9

 Less than high school 20.3 22.6 20.5 23.1 20.9 19.9 23.0 23.7 22.7 17.0 16.9 15.6

 High school diploma or equivalent 17.6 22.2 18.4 20.1 19.2 18.8 19.1 21.4 17.0 17.2 17.5 14.2

 Some college 29.1 23.3 23.7 22.3 20.6 21.0 20.8 20.5 17.7 17.2 17.6 18.1

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 33.9 14.1 26.1 20.4 19.6 18.2 19.2 23.9 22.3 20.2 18.3 16.9

See notes at end of table.

Employment Outcomes of Young Adults by Race/Ethnicity

Table 17-1.          Percentage of adults ages 25–34, by employment status, educational attainment, and race/ethnicity: Selected years, 1971–2004
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Indicator 17

Employment status, educational 
attainment, and race/ethnicity1  1971 1974 1977 1980 1983 1986 1989 1992 1995 1998 2001 2004

Unemployed
     Total 4.1 3.3 5.4 5.1 9.3 6.0 4.6 6.8 4.8 4.3 3.1 5.2

Less than high school 6.4 5.3 9.7 8.8 15.6 12.0 8.8 12.1 8.9 9.6 5.8 8.8

High school diploma or equivalent 3.6 3.1 5.6 5.8 11.4 7.2 5.2 8.1 5.5 5.2 3.8 6.3

Some college 3.6 3.0 4.6 4.7 8.0 4.5 3.5 5.8 4.2 3.6 2.6 5.2

Bachelor’s degree or higher 2.4 2.2 2.9 2.1 3.7 2.0 2.1 2.7 2.4 1.5 1.7 2.6

Black 5.8 5.9 10.4 10.1 17.4 10.8 9.4 11.1 8.2 8.4 6.2 8.7

 Less than high school 8.0 7.3 13.5 13.5 19.6 15.1 15.1 14.1 12.6 19.4 14.2 15.3

 High school diploma or equivalent 4.9 5.2 10.5 10.7 20.0 12.3 10.2 13.0 9.6 8.0 7.3 9.6

 Some college 2.0 6.0 10.3 8.4 14.3 8.9 6.6 9.2 5.5 7.2 3.8 8.8

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 2.8 3.5 2.9 4.3 10.1 2.9 4.0 3.4 5.1 2.9 2.7 3.2

White 3.8 2.9 4.8 4.3 8.0 5.1 3.7 6.0 3.8 3.3 2.5 4.4

 Less than high school 6.1 4.6 9.2 7.8 15.4 11.7 7.8 13.4 8.7 8.5 5.1 9.6

 High school diploma or equivalent 3.4 2.8 5.0 5.2 9.9 6.4 4.3 7.0 4.3 4.7 3.3 5.8

 Some college 3.6 2.7 4.0 4.1 6.8 3.6 2.8 5.3 3.9 2.8 2.4 4.5

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 2.3 2.1 2.9 1.9 3.1 1.9 1.8 2.6 2.0 1.3 1.4 2.3

Hispanic 5.0 5.0 6.6 6.5 11.0 8.2 6.0 8.1 6.7 5.4 3.5 5.7

 Less than high school 5.4 6.4 7.5 7.8 13.7 10.6 7.9 9.1 7.9 7.3 4.4 7.3

 High school diploma or equivalent 4.3 4.0 5.8 4.4 10.8 7.2 4.6 10.4 6.9 4.6 3.0 4.8

 Some college 5.7 2.6 6.9 8.3 7.6 6.5 4.6 5.0 5.0 4.3 2.6 5.3

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 4.6 5.1 3.7 4.6 4.7 4.0 4.9 3.3 3.9 3.1 3.6 3.2

Not in the labor force
     Total 29.5 26.3 23.0 19.7 18.7 17.4 16.9 16.7 16.4 14.9 15.9 17.9

Less than high school 35.6 33.8 33.4 32.1 33.4 31.0 31.5 32.5 31.4 27.1 28.4 29.0

High school diploma or equivalent 30.6 29.0 25.2 21.5 20.3 18.0 17.7 16.6 17.2 15.9 16.3 19.8

Some college 27.7 23.8 20.7 16.8 15.7 15.6 14.1 14.0 15.0 13.5 14.2 16.9

Bachelor’s degree or higher 19.0 15.2 13.9 12.0 10.5 10.6 9.8 10.6 9.4 9.7 11.7 12.2

Black 24.1 24.4 21.1 20.2 20.3 20.1 20.7 20.9 20.2 14.4 16.8 21.1

 Less than high school 30.9 32.9 32.6 34.0 36.9 40.4 42.2 44.5 47.2 27.5 35.4 38.9

 High school diploma or equivalent 19.3 23.8 19.4 18.7 19.7 18.9 20.8 19.0 20.0 15.7 19.2 22.9

 Some college 19.9 14.4 14.5 14.4 14.2 15.3 12.6 13.5 14.0 11.8 12.6 19.9

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 14.0 9.5 8.7 8.9 7.1 6.0 6.5 7.9 6.9 6.3 7.5 9.8

White 29.8 26.3 22.6 19.0 17.8 15.8 15.4 14.7 14.3 13.5 14.0 15.5

 Less than high school 36.1 33.8 32.7 30.6 32.2 27.3 30.3 29.4 28.9 27.0 28.3 27.6

 High school diploma or equivalent 31.8 29.8 25.9 21.5 20.3 17.1 16.5 15.6 15.8 15.5 15.0 18.8

 Some college 28.5 24.5 21.3 17.1 15.6 15.2 14.1 13.4 14.2 12.9 13.9 15.7

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 19.1 15.2 13.6 12.0 10.3 10.2 9.4 9.6 8.6 9.4 10.6 10.6

Hispanic 34.1 29.1 29.7 26.0 25.6 24.9 21.1 22.8 22.7 20.1 20.0 21.3

 Less than high school 39.1 33.8 37.6 32.8 32.6 32.5 25.6 30.9 28.5 27.0 26.9 27.7

 High school diploma or equivalent 31.6 27.0 26.8 24.3 21.6 22.8 22.2 18.2 20.4 17.7 16.5 19.9

 Some college 21.4 22.9 18.7 16.1 19.7 15.9 15.5 16.5 18.9 15.9 15.3 15.2

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 17.4 18.7 14.5 16.4 18.3 13.6 10.0 14.9 12.7 10.4 14.6 14.5
1 Black includes African American and Hispanic includes Latino. Race categories exclude Hispanic origin unless specified. Other race/ethnicities are included in the total but are not shown separately.
NOTE: Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding. Employment, unemployment, and not in the labor force rates in this indicator are the percentages of the total population. The labor force status was not available for a 
small percentage of respondents, but these respondents were included in the overall total population. Data are based upon sample surveys of the civilian noninstitutional population. In 1994, the survey methodology for the 
Current Population Survey (CPS) was changed and weights were adjusted. See supplemental note 2 for more information.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey (CPS), Annual Social and Economic Supplement, selected years, 1971–2004, previously unpublished tabulation (December 2004).

Employment Outcomes of Young Adults by Race/Ethnicity

Table 17-1.          Percentage of adults ages 25–34, by employment status, educational attainment, and race/ethnicity: Selected years, 1971–2004—Continued
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Employment Outcomes of Young Adults by Race/Ethnicity

Table S17.            Standard errors for the percentage of adults ages 25–34 who were unemployed, by educational attainment: Selected years, 1971–2004

Educational attainment 1971 1974 1977 1980 1983 1986 1989 1992 1995 1998 2001 2004

Less than high school 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.2

High school diploma or equivalent 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2

Some college 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2

Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey (CPS), Annual Social and Economic Supplement, selected years, 1971–2004, previously unpublished tabulation (December 2004).

Indicator 17
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Indicator 17

Employment status, educational 
attainment, and race/ethnicity 1971 1974 1977 1980 1983 1986 1989 1992 1995 1998 2001 2004

Employed full time
     Total 0.67 0.63 0.59 0.57 0.57 0.55 0.59 0.57 0.57 0.60 0.43 0.43

Less than high school 0.65 0.61 0.56 0.55 0.52 0.52 0.58 0.53 0.56 0.61 0.44 0.44

High school diploma or equivalent 0.67 0.63 0.59 0.57 0.57 0.55 0.59 0.57 0.57 0.60 0.43 0.43

Some college 0.67 0.63 0.59 0.57 0.57 0.55 0.58 0.56 0.57 0.60 0.43 0.43

Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.66 0.61 0.58 0.55 0.55 0.52 0.55 0.54 0.54 0.57 0.41 0.41

Black 0.57 0.53 0.50 0.48 0.45 0.44 0.44 0.44 0.45 0.45 0.45 0.46

 Less than high school 0.55 0.52 0.48 0.44 0.40 0.39 0.39 0.39 0.38 0.44 0.44 0.43

 High school diploma or equivalent 0.57 0.53 0.50 0.48 0.45 0.44 0.44 0.44 0.45 0.46 0.46 0.46

 Some college 0.56 0.53 0.51 0.48 0.46 0.44 0.43 0.44 0.44 0.45 0.44 0.46

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.55 0.51 0.47 0.48 0.44 0.39 0.40 0.42 0.41 0.41 0.40 0.41

White 0.67 0.63 0.59 0.57 0.57 0.55 0.58 0.56 0.56 0.60 0.42 0.43

 Less than high school 0.65 0.62 0.57 0.55 0.52 0.53 0.58 0.53 0.56 0.61 0.44 0.43

 High school diploma or equivalent 0.67 0.63 0.59 0.57 0.57 0.55 0.59 0.56 0.57 0.60 0.43 0.43

 Some college 0.67 0.63 0.59 0.57 0.57 0.55 0.58 0.56 0.57 0.60 0.42 0.43

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.66 0.61 0.58 0.55 0.55 0.52 0.54 0.54 0.53 0.57 0.41 0.41

Hispanic 1.05 0.77 0.73 0.70 0.70 0.58 0.64 0.59 0.43 0.64 0.46 0.45

 Less than high school 1.03 0.75 0.70 0.68 0.66 0.56 0.63 0.57 0.42 0.64 0.46 0.46

 High school diploma or equivalent 1.07 0.77 0.73 0.71 0.70 0.58 0.63 0.59 0.43 0.63 0.45 0.45

 Some college 1.07 0.78 0.74 0.70 0.71 0.58 0.63 0.59 0.42 0.62 0.45 0.45

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 1.04 0.76 0.73 0.70 0.70 0.56 0.61 0.59 0.42 0.61 0.45 0.44

Employed part time
     Total 0.52 0.49 0.49 0.47 0.47 0.45 0.47 0.46 0.46 0.49 0.34 0.33

Less than high school 0.55 0.51 0.50 0.48 0.47 0.46 0.48 0.47 0.47 0.48 0.34 0.33

High school diploma or equivalent 0.52 0.48 0.49 0.47 0.47 0.45 0.48 0.46 0.46 0.48 0.34 0.32

Some college 0.52 0.49 0.49 0.47 0.49 0.46 0.48 0.47 0.47 0.50 0.34 0.34

Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.50 0.49 0.49 0.47 0.47 0.44 0.45 0.46 0.46 0.49 0.34 0.34

Black 0.48 0.43 0.42 0.39 0.35 0.34 0.34 0.35 0.34 0.36 0.34 0.33

 Less than high school 0.49 0.44 0.41 0.40 0.35 0.34 0.32 0.31 0.32 0.34 0.35 0.31

 High school diploma or equivalent 0.49 0.42 0.43 0.38 0.35 0.34 0.33 0.35 0.35 0.37 0.33 0.32

 Some college 0.42 0.43 0.41 0.37 0.37 0.36 0.36 0.36 0.34 0.37 0.35 0.34

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.43 0.44 0.40 0.42 0.35 0.33 0.34 0.36 0.33 0.34 0.31 0.32

White 0.52 0.48 0.49 0.47 0.48 0.46 0.48 0.47 0.47 0.49 0.34 0.34

 Less than high school 0.54 0.50 0.50 0.48 0.48 0.47 0.49 0.49 0.48 0.50 0.35 0.35

 High school diploma or equivalent 0.52 0.47 0.49 0.47 0.48 0.46 0.48 0.46 0.46 0.48 0.34 0.33

 Some college 0.52 0.49 0.49 0.48 0.50 0.46 0.48 0.47 0.47 0.51 0.34 0.35

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.49 0.49 0.49 0.46 0.47 0.44 0.45 0.46 0.46 0.49 0.34 0.35

Hispanic 0.88 0.65 0.60 0.58 0.57 0.46 0.52 0.50 0.34 0.49 0.35 0.34

 Less than high school 0.87 0.65 0.60 0.59 0.57 0.46 0.53 0.50 0.36 0.48 0.35 0.33

 High school diploma or equivalent 0.82 0.65 0.57 0.57 0.56 0.45 0.50 0.49 0.32 0.48 0.35 0.32

 Some college 0.98 0.66 0.63 0.59 0.57 0.47 0.52 0.48 0.33 0.48 0.35 0.35

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 1.02 0.54 0.65 0.57 0.56 0.45 0.50 0.51 0.36 0.52 0.36 0.34

See notes at end of table.

Employment Outcomes of Young Adults by Race/Ethnicity

Table S17-1.       Standard errors for the percentage of adults ages 25–34, by employment status, educational attainment, and race/ethnicity: Selected years, 
1971–2004
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Indicator 17

Employment status, educational 
attainment, and race/ethnicity 1971 1974 1977 1980 1983 1986 1989 1992 1995 1998 2001 2004

Unemployed
     Total 0.27 0.23 0.27 0.25 0.33 0.26 0.25 0.29 0.25 0.25 0.15 0.19

Less than high school 0.33 0.28 0.35 0.32 0.41 0.36 0.34 0.37 0.33 0.36 0.21 0.25

High school diploma or equivalent 0.25 0.22 0.27 0.27 0.36 0.29 0.26 0.31 0.26 0.27 0.17 0.21

Some college 0.25 0.21 0.25 0.24 0.31 0.23 0.22 0.27 0.23 0.23 0.14 0.19

Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.21 0.18 0.20 0.16 0.22 0.16 0.17 0.18 0.18 0.15 0.11 0.14

Black 0.31 0.30 0.36 0.34 0.43 0.34 0.35 0.36 0.31 0.34 0.21 0.25

 Less than high school 0.36 0.33 0.41 0.39 0.45 0.40 0.42 0.39 0.38 0.49 0.31 0.32

 High school diploma or equivalent 0.29 0.28 0.36 0.35 0.46 0.36 0.36 0.38 0.34 0.33 0.23 0.26

 Some college 0.19 0.30 0.36 0.32 0.40 0.31 0.29 0.33 0.26 0.32 0.17 0.25

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.22 0.23 0.20 0.23 0.34 0.18 0.23 0.21 0.25 0.20 0.14 0.15

White 0.26 0.21 0.25 0.23 0.31 0.24 0.22 0.27 0.22 0.22 0.14 0.18

 Less than high school 0.32 0.26 0.34 0.31 0.41 0.35 0.32 0.39 0.32 0.34 0.19 0.26

 High school diploma or equivalent 0.24 0.21 0.26 0.25 0.34 0.27 0.24 0.29 0.23 0.26 0.16 0.20

 Some college 0.25 0.20 0.23 0.22 0.29 0.21 0.20 0.25 0.22 0.20 0.13 0.18

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.20 0.18 0.20 0.15 0.20 0.15 0.16 0.18 0.16 0.14 0.10 0.13

Hispanic 0.29 0.27 0.30 0.28 0.36 0.30 0.28 0.31 0.29 0.28 0.16 0.20

 Less than high school 0.30 0.31 0.31 0.31 0.39 0.34 0.32 0.33 0.31 0.32 0.18 0.23

 High school diploma or equivalent 0.27 0.25 0.28 0.23 0.35 0.29 0.25 0.35 0.29 0.26 0.15 0.19

 Some college 0.31 0.20 0.30 0.31 0.30 0.27 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.14 0.20

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.28 0.28 0.22 0.24 0.24 0.22 0.26 0.20 0.22 0.21 0.16 0.15

Not in the labor force
     Total 0.61 0.55 0.50 0.45 0.44 0.42 0.44 0.42 0.43 0.44 0.32 0.34

Less than high school 0.64 0.59 0.56 0.53 0.54 0.51 0.55 0.53 0.53 0.54 0.40 0.40

High school diploma or equivalent 0.62 0.57 0.52 0.47 0.46 0.42 0.45 0.42 0.43 0.45 0.33 0.35

Some college 0.60 0.53 0.48 0.43 0.41 0.40 0.41 0.39 0.41 0.42 0.31 0.33

Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.53 0.45 0.41 0.37 0.35 0.34 0.35 0.35 0.33 0.36 0.28 0.29

Black 0.57 0.54 0.49 0.46 0.46 0.44 0.48 0.46 0.46 0.43 0.33 0.36

 Less than high school 0.62 0.59 0.56 0.54 0.55 0.54 0.59 0.56 0.57 0.55 0.42 0.43

 High school diploma or equivalent 0.53 0.53 0.47 0.44 0.45 0.43 0.48 0.45 0.46 0.45 0.35 0.37

 Some college 0.54 0.44 0.42 0.40 0.40 0.40 0.39 0.39 0.40 0.40 0.29 0.35

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.47 0.37 0.34 0.32 0.29 0.26 0.29 0.31 0.29 0.30 0.23 0.26

White 0.61 0.55 0.50 0.45 0.44 0.40 0.43 0.40 0.40 0.42 0.31 0.32

 Less than high school 0.65 0.59 0.56 0.52 0.53 0.49 0.54 0.52 0.52 0.54 0.40 0.39

 High school diploma or equivalent 0.63 0.57 0.52 0.47 0.46 0.42 0.44 0.41 0.42 0.44 0.32 0.34

 Some college 0.61 0.54 0.49 0.43 0.41 0.40 0.41 0.39 0.40 0.41 0.31 0.32

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.53 0.45 0.41 0.37 0.35 0.33 0.35 0.33 0.32 0.36 0.27 0.27

Hispanic 0.64 0.57 0.54 0.50 0.50 0.48 0.48 0.48 0.48 0.49 0.35 0.36

 Less than high school 0.66 0.59 0.58 0.53 0.53 0.52 0.52 0.52 0.52 0.54 0.39 0.39

 High school diploma or equivalent 0.62 0.56 0.53 0.49 0.47 0.46 0.49 0.44 0.46 0.47 0.33 0.35

 Some college 0.55 0.53 0.46 0.42 0.45 0.40 0.43 0.42 0.45 0.45 0.32 0.31

 Bachelor’s degree or higher 0.51 0.49 0.42 0.42 0.44 0.38 0.36 0.40 0.38 0.37 0.31 0.31

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey (CPS), Annual Social and Economic Supplement, selected years, 1971–2004, previously unpublished tabulation (December 2004).

Employment Outcomes of Young Adults by Race/Ethnicity

Table S17-1.        Standard errors for the percentage of adults ages 25–34, by employment status, educational attainment, and race/ethnicity: Selected years, 
1971–2004—Continued
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