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SNAKES: PICTORIAL KEY TO VENOMOUS SPECIES IN UNITED STATES
PART 1
Chester J. Stojanovich and Margaret A. Parsons

loreal pit absent, if ringed red and yellow loreal pit present, if absent
rings always separated by black red and yellow rings touch

]

NON-YENOMOUS SNAKES

loreal pit present loreal pit absent

o |

neck ring black neck ring red

Micrurus fulvius
TRUE CORAL SNAKE

M. f. fulvius || M. f. barbouri M. f. tenere Micruroides euryxanthus
Southeastern Florida Arkansas, Texas ARIZONA CORAL SNAKE
tail pointed tail blunt or with rattle
O
SEE PART 11

loreal scale absent
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Agkistrodon contortrix Agkistrodon piscivorus
COPPERHEAD WATER MOCCASIN
A. ¢. contortrix A. ¢. laticinctus A. ¢. mokasen || A. c. pictigaster A. p. piscivorus| | A. p. leucostoma

Southeastern | |[Texas, Oklchema, Kansas Eastern Texas Sovtheastern Southeastern
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PART Il

head with large scales medially

upper preocular usually touching postnasal

Sistrurus catenatus
MASSASAUGA RATTLESNAKE

Sistrurus miliarius

S. c¢. catenatus

Great Lakes & Central U.S.[ |Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Texas

§. ¢. edwardsii

PIGMY RATTLESNAKE

head with small scales medially

8. m. miliarius

Sovtheastern

S. m. barbouri
Southeastern

S. m. streckeri
Southeastern

S. c. tergeminus

Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas

supraocular scale modified into a hornlike ridge

Crotalus cerastes
SIDEWINDER RATTLESNAKE

C. ¢. cerastes
Arizona, California, Nevada, Utah

C. c. cercobombus

Arizona

C. c. laterorepens

Arizona, Californio

supraocular scale not modified into a hornlike ridge

internasal ridge present

Crotalus willardi
RIDGE-NOSED RATTLESNAKE

C. w. silus
New Mexico

C. w. willardi
Arizona,

internasal ridge absent

dorsal blotches on body divided into 2 parallel rows

first supralabial scale broadly atiached to postnasal scale

Crotalus pricei

TWINSPOTTED RATTLESNAKE Arizona

dorsal blotches on body not divided into 2 parallel rows

first supralabial scale not broadly attached to

POSTNASAL
’ .

posinasal scale, sometimes completely separated

SEE PART I
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PART 1l

prenasal and rostral usually separated prenasal and rostral attached
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Crotalus mitchelli pyrrhus =
SOUTHWESTERN SPECKLED RATTLESNAKE Arizoneo, California, Nevada, Utah J

upper preocular usually separated vertically, upper preocular usually not separated,

anterior portion raised above posterior portion
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if separated anterior portion not raised above posterior portio:

POSTERIOR PORTION

ANTERIOR ’ U (” ")

UPPER PREOCULAR ™™~
Crotalus lepidus
ROCK RATTLESNAKE

C. 1. lepidus C. L klauberi
Arizona, New Mexico, Texas

New Mexico, Texas

{

prenasal and supralabial scales with pale stripe

Crotalus adamanteus
EASTERN DIAMONDBACK RATTLESNAKE Southeastern

with 2 internasals with more than 2 internasals

Crotalus viridis
WESTERN RATTLESNAKE

C. v. viridis C. v. abyssus C. v. cerberus C. v. concolor
West Central U.S. Arizona Arizona Colorado, Utah
. v. helleri C. v. lutosus C. v. nuntius C. v. oreganus
California| | Nevada & adjoining states Arizona California, 1daho, Oregon, Washington

supraocular scale divided, pitted or margins uneven supraocular scale not divided, pitted or margins uneven

Crotalus mitchelli stephensi
PANAMINT RATTLESNAKE Colifornio, Nevada SEE PARTIV
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PART IV

tail without distinct rings tail with distinet rings

y 4

anterior frontal area with scales
nol much larger than posterior scales

A

Crotalus horridus
Crotalus molossus CANEBRAKE OR TIMBER RATTLESNAKE

BLACK-TAILED RATTLESNAKE Southwestern C. h. Rorridus | | C. h. atricaudatus
Eastern Southeastern

scales between supraoculars usually 2 scales between supraoculars usvally 4, or more

Crotalus scutulatus
MOHAVE RATTLESNAKE Arizono, California, Nevada, New Mexico, Texas

J

1ail not in sharp contrast to posterior part of body tail in sharp contrast to posterior part of body

Crotalus tigris

TIGER RATTLESNAKE Arizona I
first infralabial scale rarely divided, body color grayish first infralabial scale usually divided, body color pink or red
Crotalus atrox Crotalus ruber

WESTERN DIAMONDBACK RATTLESNAKE Southwestern RED DIAMONDBACK RATTLESNAKE California
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