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MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

The Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) is extremely proud
of its schools, its educators and its students. This booklet provides a general
overview of our schools and the exceptional academic performance of our
students. I invite you to use this booklet as a reference, but hope you understand
that numbers and graphs cannot represent the talent, dedication to mission, and

devotion to military families, that really distinguish our schools.

The children of active duty military service members move from one
location to another — often to another continent — on the average of once every
three years. They must also contend with the reality that, in times of conflict,
duty may place their mothers, fathers, or both, in harm’s way. Additional stress
is placed upon families when one parent is deployed, something much more the
rule than the exception. DoDEA teachers, counselors and administrators
understand the tempo of life and the needs of children living in a military
community. They seamlessly tailor schedules, activities and instruction to the
reality that is the life of a military child. They create dynamic learning
environments that anticipate needs and address the special circumstances of

military life, and our students are extremely successful.

The high test scores, graduation rate, earned scholarships and university
entrance data of our students are impressive. But the most important thing, the
variable that makes DoDEA truly unique, is the caliber of its people. While I
encourage everyone to review that aspect of success reflected by our test scores
and other data, I want everyone to remember that behind every DoDEA success
there is a corps of talented, dedicated people. In a way this booklet is a profile

of their work.
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
EDUCATION ACTIVITY

Shortly after the end of World War II, the United States military estab-
lished schools for the children of its service men and women stationed in Eu-
rope and the Pacific. Schools for children of military members stationed at var-
ious bases in the United States were already well-established. These overseas
and domestic schools were originally administered by the individual services,
but as the number of schools grew, their administration was transferred to civil-
ian managers. The schools were organized in two distinct but similar systems:
the Department of Defense Dependents Schools (DoDDS) overseas, and the
Department of Defense Domestic Dependent Elementary and Secondary
Schools (DDESS) in the United States. In 1994 the two systems united under
the Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA).

DoDEA operates 219 public schools in 19 districts located in seven
states, Puerto Rico, Guam, and 13 foreign countries to serve the children of
military service members and Department of Defense civilian employees. Ap-
proximately 102,600 students are enrolled in DoDEA schools, with approxi-
mately 71,100 students in the DoDDS system, and approximately 31,500 stu-
dents in the DDESS system. DoDDS has approximately 11,700 employees and
DDESS approximately 5,800 employees.




Demographics

Children of enlisted military personnel represent 85 percent of the total
enrollment in DoDEA schools; minority students account for 50 percent of the
total enrollment. Approximately 80 percent of DoDEA students have parents
that do not have a college degree, and approximately 50 percent qualify for free
or reduced-price lunches. Because military assignments often result in frequent
moves, the transient rate for DoDEA schools is 35 percent.

In the DDESS system, the parents/guardians of the majority of the stu-
dents (60 percent) are affiliated with the Army. In the DoDDS system, approxi-
mately 35 percent of students have parents/guardians in the Army, and 29 per-

cent have parents/guardians in the Air Force.
Assessment Systems

DoDEA students take the Terra Nova Achievement Test, a norm-refer-
enced test for students in grades 3 through 11, which rates their performance on
whether students are learning what they are being taught. DoDEA students also
take the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), the “Nation’s
Report Card,” which is the only continuing assessment of the nation’s students
in various subject areas. NAEP provides state/jurisdiction comparisons of stu-
dent achievement in reading, writing, math, and science. In addition to the Ter-
ra Nova and NAEP, DoDEA students take the DoDEA Writing Assessment, a
hand-scored essay patterned from the National Writing Project.

DoDEA students continue to perform at a high achievement level on all
of these tests. DoDEA students as a whole performed above the national aver-
age in the 2000 NAEP in Math, and well above the national average for the
2000 NAEP in Science. DoDEA Black and Hispanic students in both domestic
and overseas schools scored at or near the top of the scoring scale for the 2000
Math assessment compared to their minority peers in other participating states
and jurisdictions; on the 2000 Science assessment, their scores were the highest
compared to their minority peers in other participating states and jurisdictions.
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CLASS OF 2002

SAT (College Entrance Test)

Students Percent Verbal Math SAT
Tested Participation® Score Score Total
Nation
DoDEA
DoDDS
DDESS

* According to the College Board, as participation rates increase,
the average score for a group decreases.

** Many DDESS students participate in an alternate college
entrance test, the ACT, resulting in a lower participation rate.

SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS

i ; - GrantslFinancial | National
Local State Miitary ROTC Special | Vocational N Vit

Other Total

DoDEA

DoDDS

DDESS

In 2002, 3,102 DoDEA graduating seniors earned a total of $35,664,151 in scholarships and grants.



STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES

DoDEA’s percentile points were above the national average in every subject and at
every grade level on the Spring 2002 administration of the CTB TerraNova Test.

National Average
50th Percentile

Percentile points above
the national average

Reading

+25

Language Arts

+24

Mathematics

Science

Social Studies




COMMUNITY SPONSORS / BUDGET

COMMUNITY SPONSORS

DoDEA

Army DoDDS

DDESS 62%

DoDEA

Navy DoDDS
DDESS

DoDEA 9%

Marines DoDDS 6%

DDESS 15%

"

DoDEA 22%
Air Force DoDDS 29%
DDESS 7%
DoDEA 2%
Civilian DoDDS 15%
DDESS 6%

BUDGET

OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE

Salaries 70%

Travel/Transportation

DoDEA Utilities, Communications
$1,381,949,000 Printing/Contracts
Supplies/Equipment

Salaries 72%

Travel/Transportation

DoDDS Utilities, Communications
$940,985,000 Printing/Contracts
Supplies/Equipment

Salaries 78%
Travel/Transportation
DDESS Utilities, Communications
$386,101,000 Printing/Contracts

Supplies/Equipment




STUDENTS

Grade
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6811

7064
6794

6668

DoDDS

3801
3731
3403

DDESS

ETHNICITY

White
African American

DoDEA Hispanic
Bi/Multi Racial
Asian

46%

White
African American

DoDDS Hispanic
Bi/Multi Racial
Asian

48%

White
African American

DDESS Hispanic
Bi/Multi Racial
Asian

43%




TEACHERS

Female

DoDEA nae

8,785

78%

|

22%

Female

GENDER i

DoDDS 6185

14%

|

26%

Female

DDESS o

2,600

White

African American
Hispanic

Other

DoDEA

87%

|

13%

84%
8%
6%
2%

White

African American
Hispanic

Other

ETHNICITY DoDDS

88%
1%
3%
3%

White

African American
Hispanic

Other

DDESS

14%

Bachelor's Degree
Master's Degree and Above

DoDEA

41%
59%

EDUCATION

Bachelor's Degree
DoDDS Master's Degree and Above

35%
65%

Bachelor's Degree
Master's Degree and Above

DDESS

55%
45%



