
NHANES 2005 

11/11/04 Questionnaire: MEC 

Note: 
The set of cigarette use questions was asked as part of the smoking (SMQ) section administered in the Mobile Exam 
Center (MEC) to participants 12 to 19 years old years, using the audio computer-assisted self-interview (ACASI) technique.  
Please refer to the following link at: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/about/major/nhanes/nhanes2005-2006/questexam05_06.htm 
for the complete MEC ACASI smoking questionnaire. 

SMQ.620_ The following questions are about cigarette smoking and other tobacco use. 

SMQ.620 Have you ever tried cigarette smoking, even 1 or 2 puffs?   

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
Please select . . . 

Yes ................................................................
No..................................................................
REFUSED .....................................................
DON'T KNOW ............................................... 

1 
2 (SMQ.680) 
7 (SMQ.680) 
9 (SMQ.680) 

SMQ.630 How old were you when you smoked a whole cigarette for the first time? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
Please enter an age or select zero for never smoked a whole cigarette. 

 CAPI INSTRUCTION: 
COMBINATION CONTROL:  Number Pad: Enter Age 
ACCEPTABLE VALUES: 0, 6-20 years, Refused, Don’t Know.   

If R enters 0, store 55 for "Never smoked a whole cigarette.” 
If R enters 1-5, store 6 years. 

HARD EDIT:  If SMQ.630 > RIAAGEYR then ERROR 
Error message: "Your response is older than your recorded age.  Please press the “Back” button, press 
“Clear,” and try again." 

|___|___| 
ENTER AGE 

AGE............................................................... 1-20 
NEVER SMOKED A WHOLE CIGARETTE... 55 (SMQ.680) 
REFUSED ..................................................... 77 (SMQ.680) 
DON'T KNOW ............................................... 99 (SMQ.680) 

SMQ-1 

SMOKING – SMQ 
Target Group:  SPs 12-19 (Audio-CASI) 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/about/major/nhanes/nhanes2005-2006/questexam05_06.htm


SMQ.640 During the past 30 days, on how many days did you smoke cigarettes?   

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 

Please enter a number or enter zero if none. 


 CAPI INSTRUCTION: 
ACCEPTABLE VALUES:  0-30, Refused, Don’t Know 
HARD EDIT:  If SMQ.640 > 30 then ERROR 
Error message: "Your response cannot exceed 30 days.  Please press the “Back” button, press “Clear,” and 
try again." 

|___|___|

ENTER NUMBER OF DAYS 


REFUSED .....................................................  77 

DON'T KNOW ...............................................  99 


BOX 1A 

CHECK ITEM SMQ.645: 
IF 'NONE' (CODE '00'), 'REFUSED' (CODE '77'), OR 'DON'T KNOW' (CODE '99') IN 

SMQ.640, GO TO SMQ.670. 

OTHERWISE, CONTINUE WITH SMQ.650.


SMQ.650 During the past 30 days, on the days that you smoked, how many cigarettes did you smoke per day?   

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 

Please enter a number. 


 CAPI INSTRUCTION: 

If R says 95 or more cigarettes per day, store 95. 

ACCEPTABLE VALUES:  1-95, Refused, Don’t Know

HARD EDIT:  If SMQ.650 = 0 then ERROR 

Error message: “Your response must be greater than 0.  Please press the “Back” button, press “Clear,” and 

try again.” 


|___|___|___|

ENTER NUMBER OF CIGARETTES 


MORE THAN 1 PACK OF CIGARETTES ..... 95 

REFUSED ..................................................... 777 

DON'T KNOW ............................................... 999 


SMQ.077 How soon after you wake up do you smoke?  Would you say . . . 

Within 5 minutes ............................................  1 

From 6 to 30 minutes.....................................  2 

From more than 30 minutes to one hour........  3 

More than one hour .......................................  4 

REFUSED .....................................................  7 

DON'T KNOW ............................................... 9 


SMQ-2 



SMQ.660 During the past 30 days, on the days that you smoked, which brand of cigarettes did you usually smoke? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 

Please select one of the following choices. 


Marlboro ........................................................  1 

Camel ............................................................  2 

Newport .........................................................  3 

Kool ...............................................................  4 

Winston .........................................................  5 

Benson and Hedges ......................................  6 

Salem ............................................................  7 

Other .............................................................  8 

REFUSED .....................................................  77 (SMQ.670) 

DON'T KNOW ............................................... 99 (SMQ.670) 


BOX 1B 

CHECK ITEM SMQ.662: 
IF NEWPORT, KOOL, OR SALEM BRAND (CODED '3', '4', OR '7') REPORTED IN 

SMQ.660, GO TO SMQ.666. 

OTHERWISE, CONTINUE WITH SMQ.664.


SMQ.664 
M/C/W/B/O 

{Were/Was} the {BRAND REPORTED IN SMQ.660/brand of} cigarettes menthol or non-menthol? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
Please select . . . 

 CAPI INSTRUCTION: 
If SMQ.660 = 8, DISPLAY {Was/brand of} otherwise DISPLAY {Were/BRAND REPORTED IN SMQ.660} 
Store result in appropriate field based on SMQ.660: 1:SMQ.664M, 2:SMQ.664C, 5:SMQ.664W, 
6:SMQ.664B, 8:SMQ.664O. 

Menthol..........................................................
Non-menthol ..................................................
REFUSED .....................................................
DON'T KNOW ............................................... 

1 
2 
7 
9 

SMQ-3 



SMQ.666 {Were/Was} the {BRAND REPORTED IN SMQ.660/brand of} cigarettes regular, lights, or ultralights? 
M/C/N/K/ 
W/B/S/O INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 

Please select . . . 

 CAPI INSTRUCTION: 

If SMQ.660 = 8, DISPLAY {Was/brand of} otherwise DISPLAY {Were/BRAND REPORTED IN SMQ.660} 

Store result in appropriate field based on SMQ.660: 1:SMQ.666M, 2:SMQ.666C, 3:SMQ.666N, 

4:SMQ.666K, 5:SMQ.666W, 6:SMQ.666B, 7:SMQ.666S, 8:SMQ.666O. 


Regular ..........................................................  1 

Lights.............................................................  2 

Ultralights.......................................................  3 

REFUSED .....................................................  7 

DON'T KNOW ............................................... 9 


SMQ.670 	 During the past 12 months, have you stopped smoking for one day or longer because you were trying to 
quit smoking? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 

Please select . . . 


Yes ................................................................  1 

No..................................................................  2 

REFUSED .....................................................  7 

DON'T KNOW ............................................... 9 


SMQ-4 


