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Ttm Department Claims  Officer 'A. . * ',‘, .-Yi r .I -L ‘.,
Sectiam Z-300-40 of the Organizatfo& Blaausl, iosrred  by the $ScrFt.4*’ -1”
of Health, Education, sad Wilfora, establishas.  the positi* .of.' ,I. ..!
Department C18hs Officer, cad vests in Mm,,88 designee'~f tb ?r.i:,.'
Secretary for the purpose, the Secretary's sathority ;to disposa,of 6-0
clrima. It 8180 gr8ats  the C18ims  Offfear  8utharity~to’~(r) prem$*te,
rules, regulatioms,  procedures, ate;, for investi$8ti~,  colhqtlqd, %,
evidence, reporting, processing aad otlwvfse  Iandling .uithin'athe'*:',.;8
Department claims or situetims  6ut of which claims or ruito  &+r:+
saiast  the Uaitad States may +*ise; (b) 8rrange  for the uainteaaac~i;
and control of the necessary files cad records; (c) direct aad- -'
coordinete the wtivities  of the opersting agencies aad offimp bf ,l :
the Department in carryfag  out the provisions of-the section; irrcl  :'i 'c.c f
(d) raport  to the Secretsry  accidant  treads, practices*aad probdrifea
8nd  other circuuturces  which ray indicate the aaed for 8dytiaistr8~ya
actiaa. . . : .;‘

B. ~aomusibilities

ft is the duty of&he Claims Officer to 88feguArd  the interks  & .
the Faderal Govermant  by slltirrg oaly'maritorious claims  l ud, by
trkiq  the aacessary l dmiaistrativa action,  to obt+fn collactioa of- l

claims due the Govarmeat. Ra -1s else cher@-with  the raspoasibility
of protecting the rights of private cLtiz+s by prqtly  and' '
expeditiously sattliq cl8ims  in 8 f8ir 8nd  just  manner. In  order to.
carry out thaaa  duties  and rasporuibilit~as.  tha Claims Officer * :
requires the cooper8iik  of hiery unit of tha Daputnnt'8ml  of every
officer and wloy~ tharaof , in prdar  that l prapt , ‘thou-h , and
efficiant iuvastlgatiua  vi11  ba made into,avery situstida govan@
bythaseinstructioas  and ti l dequete report made.
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A. Claima  Agaiaut the Department

1 .

2.

3.

4 .

Federal Tort Claim Acta

Under the Federal Tort Claiau  Act (28 U.S.C. 55 267102680),  the
Government  may be liable for property daamge  or loss or peraoaal
injury caused  by the negligence of its eaployeea  in the performance
of official duties. See Chapter 4-20 of this Manual. This  Act
ia implemented by Dupartment Tort Claim Regulations (45 CFR
Part 35). See Chapter G-20 of thia Manual.

Small Claiau  Act

This Act (42 Stat. 1066, 31 U.S.C. $215) was repealed by the
Federal Tort Claima  Act (60 Stat. 1846, 28 U.S.C. 5424(a),
8/2/46)  only with respect to damaatic claims.

The Covermeat  is atill  liable under thia Act for any claim not
ia excess of $1000 for damages or loaa of privately owned property
cawed by the negligence of any officer or employee of the Covera-
meat l ctiag within the acope  of his amployment  in a foreign
country. The claim must be filed within one year frun  the date
of accrual. The amount determined to be due shall then be cer-
tified to Congress as a legal claim for payment.

The Federal Tort Claims Procedures relating to investigations I'
and reports should be followed where applicable. in processing
claima  under this' Act.

Military Personnel and Civilian Employees' Claim Act

Under this Act, 31 U.S.C. SJ 240-242,  military personnel and
civilian eaployeer may mke claims against the Goverument  for
demage  to or loss of personal property which are incurred
incident to service or employment. See Chapter 4-35  of this
Mama;.

l

Personnel Claima

42 U.S.C. S 227 (5509 of- the PUS Act) and 24 U.S.C. $185 provide,
inter olia, for availabiltty of appropriations to reirnbuzse
officers and employees of the Public Realth Service and St.
Elizabetha  Hospital , respectively, subject to regulations of the
Secretary, for the cost of repair or replacement of permoal
belongings daamged  or destroyed by patients while such peraon-
nel are eagaged in the perfomance  of their offtcial  dutiea.

Claima  under theae  Acts may be processed in conformity vith the
procedutea  outlined in Chapter 4-35 of this Manual with regard
to claim under the Military Personnel and Civilian Employees'
Claima  Act, to the extent applicable. ,-
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(4-00-20  continued)

B . Claims BY the Department

1. Federal Claim8  Collection Act of 1966

Thilr Act, 31 U.S.C. 99 951-953,  authkizcs  the head of an agency,
purrruant to regulations iarued  by him and is conformity with
standards set forth in the joint regulations of the General
Accounting Office and the Department of Justice (4 CPR Chapter 11,
Parts 1010105),  to collect, compromise, and terminate claims of
the United States in an amount aot to exceed $20,000. The Depart-
writ Regulations appear in 43 CPR Subtitle A, Part 30.




